
1. How does the school know if children/young people need extra 
help and what should I do if I think my child may have special 
educational needs? 

 

 The requirement for additional support is identified through 
individualised assessment of the students: this includes observation, 
regular teacher assessment, testing and diagnostic assessment. 

 We will communicate any concerns and consult  with all stakeholders 
through the following methods: Parents Evenings, Pastoral meetings 
and through target setting with students and individual review meetings 

 We will ensure that all students’ progress is monitored throughout the 
year and will intervene whenever a student’s progress is below 
expectation. 

 If you have any concerns contact the SENCo in the first instance 

2. How will school staff support my child? 

 Subject teachers adapt and differentiate resources to meet individual 
needs. 

 Teaching assistants provide class based support and where required 
specialist support is provided to students with specific learning/social & 
developmental needs.  

 Adapted resources e.g. practical resources, displays, visual timetables 
are provided to students who require them. 

 Peer support e.g. Buddies in friendship groups 

 Support for students and parents from the Learning Support Team, as 
required.  

 Personalised support, based on assessment.  

 Support from Outside Agencies (direct working and advice for staff).  

 Students with additional needs will be provided with a mentor who will 
help support them with their learning and other needs 
 

3. How will I know how my child is doing? 

 When they arrive at Heathcote, all students undertake baseline 
assessment. 

 We use appropriate, intervention-specific assessment tools when 
students have taken part in an evidence-based intervention. You will be 
informed regularly regarding your child’s progress 

 Student progress, attitude to learning and any concerns are tracked 
and parents are regularly informed of progress.  

 Individual student support meetings are held with staff and parents, 
along with the school Parents’ Evenings; we work closely with students 
and parent/carers to obtain their views and to help shape provision for 
students.  

 SEN intervention staff review progress with students and seek their 
views.  

 Staff support students with SEN to reflect on their progress and identify 



what is going well for them and which areas they need support in.  

4. How will the learning and development provision be matched to 
my child’s needs?  

 Students with SEN are inclusively educated within an age appropriate 
class with their peers.  

 Teaching and resources are differentiated within the classroom to 
ensure students are able to achieve class objectives. 

 The class room learning environment and tailored teaching styles 
support the student’s journey towards becoming an independent 
learner. 

 If additional support is identified students take part in planned, 
evidence-based intervention, as necessary.  

 All support provided is personalised and targeted. SEN support staff 
regularly review the impact of support given.  

 Adults working with a student with SEN communicate regularly with the 
student, teachers and parents to ensure a consistent approach to 
teaching and learning 

 

5. What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing? 

 

 The SEND Team work with students on a 1-1 basis and in groups to 
develop social and emotional skills, in conjunction with Learning 
Support if required.  

 The Pastoral Team, in conjunction with the SEND Team, if required, 
work with students to develop their social, emotional and mental well-
being 

 All Extra-curricular activities are targeted to develop and enhance well-
being  

 Specific interventions, include, amongst others, The Friendship and 
Communications groups  

 The SENCo facilitates communication to ensure all those working with 
the student, including the student themselves and the family, are aware 
of the support being implemented.  

 The SEND Team supports parents and/or students as needed.  

 Students are educated for the vast majority of the day in their class 
with peers, including opportunities for mixed-ability collaboration 

 Key workers are identified for students who need access to 1-1 
emotional support.  

 Professional counselling is available through referral for those students 
with more complex social, mental and emotional needs 

 The SEND Team, key workers and the Inclusion Manager are available 
to answer parent/carer questions and queries. 

6. What specialist services and expertise are available at or 
accessed by the school? 

 



We seek advice from a range of professionals: Speech and Language 
therapist, Educational Psychologist, CAMHS and Medical Professionals, 
counselling and bereavement support, as required 

7. What training have the staff, supporting children and young 
people with SEND, had or are having? 

 Regular training, which is disseminated amongst all staff  

 Support from Outside Agencies to deliver whole staff training e.g. EAL 
training from specialist teacher, SaLT, hearing impairment, visits and 
advice given  

 All staff, teaching and support, have regular Level 1 training in Child 
Protection  

 Regular inclusion team meetings and training sessions  

 Targeted training to meet individual specific needs, as required  

8. How will you help me to support my child’s learning? 

 

 Parents’ Evening meetings with subject teachers  

 Form Tutor review meetings 

 individual student support parental consultations for young people 
identified as having a Special Educational Need; we work closely with 
parents and the young person to obtain their views and help shape 
their individual provision  

 Dedicated Student Support Team who works with parents and student 

 Coffee mornings to support parents  

 Open-door’ policy with SENCO  

 Relevant information about how parents can support their child at 
home is shared at regular intervals • Annual reports to parents 

 Termly progress reports to parents/carers 

 All parents have access to the Go for Schools system which provides 
up-to-date information on their child’s progress 

 

9. How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my 
child’s education? 

 You will be invited to Parents’ Evening meetings with the subject 
teachers  

 You will attend individual review meetings  

 There will be individual parental consultations for students identified as 
having SEN, and you will be encouraged to help shape provision for 
your child  

 You will be able to contact a member of the SEND Team if you have 
any concerns 

 

10. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom 
including school trips? 



 

 All students from Year 7 are expected to actively participate in the ,fie 
of the school through attendance at least twice a week in 
extracurricular activities, one to include a sporting activity  

 All students are allocated to one of the seven Houses and are actively 
encouraged to participate in house events, such as House Challenges, 
which are led by House Captains  

 We offer targeted extra-curricular activities, such as The Friendship 
Club which supports social development and interaction; Home Work, 
Reading and Handwriting clubs– these are accessible to all students, 
but selected students are directed to attend 

 Suitable arrangements are made for students to access all other 
extracurricular activities e.g. additional 1-1 support if required 

11. How accessible is the school environment?  

 We meet the statutory requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA), 1995. See Accessibility Plan for additional information.  

 We meet the statutory requirements of the Equalities Act (2010) 
through the Single Equalities Scheme.  

 Resources and teaching are differentiated according to individual 
student needs.  

 We access support from outside agencies, such as Advisory teachers, 
CAMHS, Educational Psychologist, Step Two, amongst others  

 Appropriate members of staff regularly take part in training and 
disseminate this as required 1 

 The school is accessible for those with physical difficulties (lifts, ramps) 

12. Who can I contact for further information? 

Mrs Maxine Davies SENCo 
 

13. How will the school prepare and support my child to join the 
school, transfer to a new school or the next stage of education 
and life? 

 We liaise with local Junior schools and offer additional meetings, visits 
and preparation for students who find transition more difficult  

 Our students take part in Transition Day, and Summer School 
activities, with additional support, as necessary.  

 Through discussions with the students and parents/careers, we identify 
short, medium and long term desired outcomes and consider the long-
term aspiration of young people  

 Support for transition to KS4 is supported by information booklets, talks 
from staff, parents evening and discussion with the students and 
parents/carers, to identify appropriate option choices for KS4 

 We incorporate the teaching of basic key skills necessary for a 
successful educational career and future adult life  

 We offer social skill interventions for students who need additional 
support for transition  



 We work closely with outside agencies to ensure that students leaving 
Heathcote are well prepared for their next placement and life beyond 
our school community 

 

14. How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to 
children’s special educational needs? 

 Resources are allocated on the basis of a student’s rate of progress 
and level of need  

 Class work is differentiated in small groups and individually when 
required, based on Outstanding Learning and Teaching as outlined in 
all Schemes of Learning for all subjects  

 As required, class-based TAs work alongside the class teacher to 
support students with SEN  

 Links are forged between subject teachers and intervention staff to 
ensure continuity of learning and updates on student progress, through 
verbal and written communication  

 Student provision, targets and outcomes are evaluated regularly and 
resources are deployed accordingly to ensure the best possible 
outcomes for all young people 

 

15. How is the decision made about how much support my child will 
receive? 

 
The level of support is dependent upon the assessment of need, progress 
being made and outcomes to be achieved. All support will be regularly 
reviewed and adjusted to help students become more independent learners. 

16. How can I find information about the local authority’s Local Offer 
of services and provision for children and young people with 
special educational needs and disability? 

 
You can find out about Waltham Forest’s Local Offer at 
https://www.walthamforest.gov.uk/ 

 

 


