
Heathcote School and Science College 
Assessment Descriptors [Grades 1-9] 
 

Art Department 

Grade 

AO1 Develop 

Develop ideas through 

investigations, 

demonstrating critical 

understanding of sources. 

AO2 Refine 

Refine work by exploring 

ideas, selecting and 

experimenting with 

appropriate media, materials, 

techniques and processes. 

AO3 Record 

Record ideas, observations and 

insights relevant to intentions 

as work progresses. 

AO4 Present 

Present a personal and 

meaningful response that 

realises intentions and 

demonstrates understanding of 

visual language. 

 

- 

 

 

Working 

Towards 

 

 

 

 

 

I can recognise and define 

elements that I like in the 

work of others and articulate 

my opinions. 

I can research the work of 

others and collect relevant 

information and visuals to 

support the theme of the 

project. 

I can show knowledge of the 

connections between my 

work and the work of others. 

I can recognise and define 

elements that I like in the 

work of others. 

I can research the work of 

others and collect 

information and visuals. 

I can develop an idea through 

investigation of two or more 

processes, techniques or 

mediums (2D/3D). 

I can mix secondary and 

tertiary colours with accuracy 

and use them purposefully 

within my work. 

I can develop an idea through 

investigation of two or more 

processes, techniques or 

mediums. 

I can mix secondary colours 

with accuracy and use them 

purposefully within my work. 

I can recognise the parts of 

my work that meet the 

objectives of the task.  

I can record ideas with the use 

of line, shape and form. 

I can reflect on my work to 

some extent and use keywords 

to annotate my work. 

I can use keywords to create 

simple sentences to annotate 

my work. 

I can use line to record first 

hand observations and ideas. 

I can use keywords to annotate 

my work. 

I can plan and present my 

developing ideas. 

I can choose, collect and 

present my sources and visuals 

to support my observations and 

ideas. 

I can create work that begins to 

express my ideas. 

I have responded and 

presented new skills that are 

specific to the project that I 

have undertaken. 

I can create work that begins to 

express my ideas. 

I can present an idea through 

the investigation of one 

process, technique or medium 
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 Working 

Towards 

+ 

 

I can recognise and define 

elements that I like in the 

work of others. 

I can identify and recall basic 

information about the work of 

others and contextual 

sources. 

I have an adequate 

understanding and control of 

the medium I am using. 

 

 

- 

1 

+ 

 

 

 

I am starting to develop my 

ideas.  

I can research the work of 

others and collect relevant 

information and visuals. 

I can develop my ideas 

within project work after 

seeing the work of others. 

 

I can mix and use colour with 

a range of media and process. 

I can explore and select a 

range of mark making, 

materials, techniques and 

processes 2D/3D. 

I can annotate my work using 

an emerging Art vocabulary.   

I can use line to record first 

hand observations and ideas. 

I can evaluate my work in a 

basic way.  

I can present my final idea that 

shows some development. 
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- 

2 

+ 

I can show emerging 

knowledge of the 

connections between my 

work and the work of others. 

I can choose, collect and 

present a range of sources 

and visuals to support my 

observations and ideas. 

I can explore and experiment 

with media to achieve my 

objectives and intentions.  

I can explore formal elements 

of Art to help refine my ideas 

and practical work. 

I am able to annotate my work 

using an emerging Art 

vocabulary. 

I can start to evaluate my work. 

I can record ideas using a 

limited amount of methods 

I can present  a final outcome 

that attempts to consider how 

research, review and 

experiments can help develop 

personal ideas 

 

- 

3 

+ 

I can research the work of 

others through practical 

investigation of process, 

technique and mediums.  

I can annotate my research 

and develop ideas in 

response to the study of 

others. 

 

I can refine as I experiment, 

and learn to manipulate and 

control materials, processes 

and techniques.  

I can use a basic tonal range 

to describe form and shape 

within my visual observations.  

I can show texture and 

surface within my visual 

observations. 

 

 

I am able to annotate my work 

using key Art words that I have 

learnt. I am also confident at 

understanding their meaning. 

I can record ideas, 

observations and use specific 

materials. 

I can present a final outcome 

that demonstrates development 

of a personal idea. 

 

I can start to make connections 

between personal ideas, 

research, experiments and 

reviews. 
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- 

 

4 

 

+ 

I can apply gained 

knowledge and 

understanding to skilfully 

develop my work.  

I am able to develop my 

ideas by making informed 

links between my work and 

the work of other Artists, 

Designers and Craftspeople. 

I can refine my work using a 

range of visual mediums, 

techniques and processes.  

I can experiment with a range 

of 2D and 3D materials 

showing developing skills. 

I am able to annotate my work 

using appropriate Art 

vocabulary and  

I can record my ideas using 

specific materials and evaluate 

my work. 

I can present a final outcome 

that demonstrates personal 

ideas, informed by growing 

developing connections 

between, research, ideas, 

experimentations and 

reflections.  

 

I can create work that presents 

emerging individual ideas. 

 

- 

 

5 

 

+ 

I can analyse the context in 

which others’ work is made. 

I can develop my work by 

making informed judgements 

of the work of others I have 

researched. 

I know how to develop my 

ideas, processes and 

techniques as I explore. 

I show competence in my 

understanding of restrictions 

and limits of materials and  

I can investigate and make 

reasoned, competent 

judgements about the 

materials and techniques that 

I use. 

I can consistently use subject 

specific vocabulary to annotate 

my work and processes. 

I can decisively and creatively 

record visually and by other 

means. 

I can take appropriate risks in 

the creation of a final outcome. 

I can demonstrate clear 

progression in the development 

of work, making connections 

between reflection, 

experimentation and research. 
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- 

 

6 

 

+ 

 

I can make competent and 

assured independent 

decisions about the work of 

others and explore a range 

of sources. 

I am able to develop my 

work by making assured 

judgments about the work of 

other Artists, Designers and 

Craftspeople. 

I can explore and experiment 

to strengthen my 

understanding and control of 

materials, processes and 

techniques. 

I am confident at handling a 

variety of different media and 

techniques. 

I can demonstrate a reliable 

command of recording 

techniques and skills in 

observation relevant to 

intentions. 

I show assured confidence in 

my ability to annotate my work 

by using descriptive language. 

I can demonstrate a sustained 

personal and coherent 

response to my ideas and 

intentions. 

I am able to self-assess and 

set myself improvement 

targets. 

- 

 

7 

 

+ 

 

I can extend my own ideas 

with a varied investigation of 

other Artists, Designers, 

Cultures and Craftspeople. I 

can confidently demonstrate 

that visually I have 

understood the 

characteristics and contexts 

of these. 

I can assuredly exploit and 

control materials through 

exploration with further 

refinement. 

I can record sustained, 

accurate and insightful visual 

and written observations of my 

ideas and intentions. 

I can present a personal 

realisation that shows 

originality, confidence and 

imagination.  

I am confident and an 

independent learner that is able 

to set and meet my targets. 
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- 

 

8 

 

+ 

 

I can creatively explore ideas 

informed by contextual 

information and other 

sources. 

I demonstrate exceptional 

ability to develop ideas, 

observations and insights 

related to personal work and 

the work of others, through 

visual and other methods. 

I can thoughtfully refine ideas 

through purposeful and 

discriminating experimentation 

and selection of appropriate 

resources, media, materials, 

techniques and processes. 

I can skilfully and accurately 

record detailed observations of 

wide ranging subject matter 

demonstrating fluency in 

selection and application of 

varied media. 

I can master sophisticated 

techniques to realise my 

intentions in a highly skilled 

outcome.  

I regularly self-assess my 

progress and look to better my 

work through carefully planned 

targets. 

 

 

- 

9 

 

 

I can develop my ideas 

through investigations which 

show exceptional ability and 

critical understanding of the 

context of my own ideas and 

the range of sources that 

have informed them. 

 

I can refine work with 

exceptional skill, informed by 

insights gained through 

exploring and reflecting on 

ideas 

I can explore ideas through a 

continual process of 

experimentation and review. 

 

I can show exceptional ability to 

record ideas, observations and 

insights related to personal 

work and the work of others 

through visual and other 

methods. 

My annotations are thorough 

and insightful. 

 

I can produce a personal and 

meaningful response that 

shows exceptional ability. 

I can realise my intentions 

through final pieces and show 

an exceptional understanding 

of visual language through 

application of formal elements. 
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9 

+ 

I am able to select and 

experiment with media, 

materials, techniques and 

processes appropriate to 

personal intentions. 

 


