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Drama Department 

Grade 

AO1 

Create and develop ideas to 

communicate meaning for 

theatrical performance 

AO2 

Apply theatrical skills to 

realise artistic intentions in 

live performance 

AO3 

Demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of how drama 

and theatre is developed and 

performed 

AO4 

Analyse and evaluate their own 

work and the work of others 

 

- 

 

 

Working 

Towards  

 

 

+ 

 

 

 

I can explore problems in an 

imagined world and make up 

plays from stories or other 

stimuli. 

I use the dialogue in existing 

texts as well as create my 

own mostly appropriately. 

I can explore situations and 

stories through imaginative 

play. 

I can begin to recognise the 

need to practice my plays to 

make them better. 

I can join in and engage with 

the imagination of others. 

I can follow simple 

instructions.  

I can connect to a role. 

I take part in a range of drama 

activities. 

I can prepare, learn and 

perform a few lines in plays. 

I can use voice and body 

simply to create characters 

and atmospheres, employing 

language appropriate to the 

role or character. 

I can use simple theatre 

devices/techniques.  

I can work with other pupils in 

presentations, taking turns 

with speaking parts and, in 

small groups, act out familiar 

stories. 

I can pretend to be a 

character, demonstrating 

emotion through actions and 

language. 

I can recognise and explain 

different kinds of drama styles. 

I can add simple effects such 

as a sound effect or significant 

prop to enhance the work I 

perform to others. 

I can demonstrate knowledge 

of the key differences between 

a play and a story.  

I can say why I adopted a 

particular movement or voice 

when I talk about my drama 

work. 

I have some ideas on the 

differences between stories 

and plays. 

I can make a comment on what 

I am performing and why. 

I can explain in simple terms 

how atmosphere is created in 

plays. 

I can talk simply about why I 

made certain decisions in my 

play and discuss how my work, 

and that of others, could be 

improved with more practice. 

I can reflect simply on the 

situation or character both in 

and out of role.  

I can explain in simple terms 

why I liked a performance I saw 

or heard. 

I can comment simply on my 

character or situation. 

I can say what they liked about 

a play. 



Heathcote School and Science College 
Assessment Descriptors [Grades 1-9] 
 

Grade 

AO1 

Create and develop ideas to 

communicate meaning for 

theatrical performance 

AO2 

Apply theatrical skills to 

realise artistic intentions in 

live performance 

AO3 

Demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of how drama 

and theatre is developed and 

performed 

AO4 

Analyse and evaluate their own 

work and the work of others 

 

Working 

Towards  

+ 

 

I am aware of performance in 

action. 

I can make some contribution 

to a performance. 

I am aware that in I am not 

myself but I am another 

character. 

 

 

 

- 

 

1 

 

+ 

 

 

I can work in a group to 

produce a performance at a 

basic level.  

I can demonstrate a basic 

awareness of the 

relationship between texts 

and dramatic styles 

 I have some awareness of 

social context and genre. 

 

I can recall, select and 

communicate some basic 

understanding of plays and 

other types of drama. 

I can apply basic practical 

skills. 

I can perform a role at a basic 

level to communicate my 

ideas. 

I have basic communicative 

and reflective skills. 

I show a basic understanding of 

drama terminology and can use 

them generally. 

I can comment on my own and 

others work giving some 

positives and some ways to 

improve. 

 

I show a basic awareness of 

audience, and a basic 

commitment to the group is 

evident. 
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- 

 

 

2 

 

 

+ 

I demonstrate some limited 

insight and sensitivity in 

working in a group to 

produce a performance. 

 

I demonstrate some limited 

awareness of the 

relationship between texts 

and dramatic styles and of 

social context and genre. 

 

I can recall, select and 

communicate with some 

limited knowledge and 

understanding of plays and 

other types of drama. 

 

I can apply a limited range of 

practical skills to some effect. 

 

I can perform a simple role to 

communicate my ideas, 

sometimes effectively. 

I have some straightforward 

communicative and reflective 

skills. 

 

I show some limited 

understanding of drama 

terminology and use it with 

some accuracy. 

I show some limited awareness 

of, my own work and 

contribution and that of others 

and can make some critical 

analysis. 

 

I show some limited awareness 

of audience and provide some 

limited support to the group. 

 

- 

 

3 

 

I demonstrate some 

reasonable insight and 

sensitivity in working in a 

group to produce a 

performance. 

I demonstrate an awareness 

of the relationship between 

texts and dramatic styles and 

of social context and genre. 

I can recall, select and 

communicate some 

reasonable knowledge and 

some reasonable 

understanding of plays and 

other types of drama. 

 

I have reasonable 

communicative and reflective 

skills. 

I show a reasonable 

understanding of drama 

terminology and use it mostly 

accurately and appropriately. 

I generally show a reasonable 

critical awareness of work in 

progress in terms of design, my 

own contribution and that of 

others. 

I show a reasonable 

awareness of audience. 
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3 

 

+ 

 I can apply and adapt a 

reasonable range of practical 

skills. 

I can perform a role with some 

creativity and originality to 

communicate my ideas. This 

is consistent in performance. 

 

I work well in the group and 

respond to the leadership of 

others. 

 

 

- 

 

4 

 

+ 

 

I frequently demonstrate 

reasonable insight and 

sensitivity in working in a 

group to produce a 

performance.  

I demonstrate a mostly 

secure awareness of the 

relationship between texts 

and dramatic styles and of 

social context and genre, 

creating, exploring and 

developing my Ideas 

appropriately. 

 

I can recall, select and 

communicate reasonable 

knowledge and reasonable 

understanding of plays and 

other types of drama. 

I can apply and adapt a 

reasonable range of practical 

skills well. 

I can perform a role with 

reasonable creativity and 

originality to communicate my 

ideas. This is consistent in 

performance. 

 

I have secure communicative 

and reflective skills. 

I show a mostly good 

understanding of drama 

terminology and use it 

accurately and appropriately. 

I show a reasonable critical 

awareness of work in progress 

in terms of design, my own 

contribution and that of others. 

I show a reasonable 

awareness of audience, work 

well in the group and respond 

to the leadership of others as 

well as contributing to their 

work. 
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- 

 

 

5 

 

 

+ 

I demonstrate generally good 

insight and sensitivity in 

working in a group to 

produce a performance. 

I demonstrate a secure 

awareness of the 

relationship between texts 

and dramatic styles and of 

social context and genre, 

generating, exploring and 

developing my ideas 

securely. 

I can recall mostly with 

accuracy, select and 

communicate some clear 

knowledge and clear 

understanding of plays and 

other types of drama. 

I can apply and adapt 

appropriately a good range of 

practical skills. 

I can perform a role creatively 

with some originality to 

communicate my ideas. This 

is sustained in performance. 

 

I have generally good 

communicative and reflective 

skills. 

I show a good understanding of 

drama terminology and use it 

accurately and appropriately. 

 

I show a good critical 

awareness of work in progress 

in terms of design, my own 

contribution and that of others. 

I show a clear awareness of 

audience and respond 

positively to others in the 

group. 

 

- 

6 

 

 

I demonstrate good insight 

and sustained sensitivity in 

working in a group to 

produce a performance. 

 

I demonstrate a very secure 

awareness of the 

relationship between texts 

and dramatic styles and of 

I can recall with general 

accuracy, select and 

communicate clear knowledge 

and understanding of plays 

and other types of drama. 

 

 

I have good communicative 

and reflective skills. 

 

I show a very good 

understanding of drama 

terminology and use it 

accurately and appropriately. 

 

 

I show a very good critical 

awareness of work in progress 

in terms of design, my own 

contribution and that of others. 
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6 

+ 

social context and genre, 

generating, exploring and 

developing my ideas skilfully. 

I can apply and adapt 

effectively a good range of 

practical skills. 

I can perform a role creatively 

with originality to 

communicate my ideas. This 

is sustained in performance. 

I show a clear, sustained 

awareness of audience and 

respond thoughtfully to others 

in the group. 

 

 

 

 

- 

 

7 

 

+ 

 

 

I can demonstrate a high 

degree of insight and 

sensitivity in working in a 

group to produce a 

performance. 

I demonstrate a sensitive 

awareness of the 

relationship between texts 

and dramatic styles and of 

social context and genre, 

generating, exploring and 

developing my ideas 

productively. 

I can recall accurately, select 

and communicate detailed 

knowledge and thorough 

understanding of plays and 

other types of drama. 

I can apply and adapt 

effectively an extensive range 

of practical skills. 

I can perform a role creatively 

with a high degree of 

originality to communicate my 

ideas. 

This is sustained in 

performance. 

I have well developed 

communicative and reflective 

skills. 

I show a thorough 

understanding of drama 

terminology and use it 

accurately and appropriately. 

I show a thorough critical 

awareness of work in progress 

in terms of performance, my 

own contribution and that of 

others. 

I show a thorough awareness 

of audience, and a strong 

commitment to the group is 

evident. 

 

 



Heathcote School and Science College 
Assessment Descriptors [Grades 1-9] 
 

Grade 
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- 

 

 

8 

 

 

+ 

I can demonstrate insight, 

leadership and sensitivity in 

working in a group to 

produce a performance. 

I show insightful awareness 

of the relationship between 

texts and dramatic styles and 

of social context and genre, 

generating, exploring and 

developing my ideas with 

originality. 

I can recall and select 

insightfully and fluently and 

communicate detailed 

knowledge and thorough 

understanding of plays and 

other types of drama. 

I can apply and adapt with 

mastery an extensive range of 

practical skills. 

I can perform a role 

insightfully with a high degree 

of originality to communicate 

my ideas in a sustained 

performance. 

I have excellent communicative 

and reflective skills. 

I show a thorough 

understanding of drama 

terminology and use it 

insightfully. 

I show insightful critical 

awareness of work in progress 

in terms of my own 

performance, my own 

contribution and that of others. 

I show an insightful awareness 

of audience and my successful  

leadership of the group is 

evident 

 

 

- 

9 

 

I have excellent insight and 

leadership skills. I am 

extremely sensitive to other 

members of my group. I am 

able to give excellent 

explanations as evidence. I 

have excellent skills in 

creating and developing 

ideas to communicate 

meaning. There is evidence 

I am highly competent, highly 

developed and have 

sustained use of theatrical 

skill. 

Extensive range of theatrical 

skills demonstrated. Skills are 

deployed precisely and in a 

highly effective way. 

I have outstanding 

communicative and reflective 

skills. 

I show an outstanding 

understanding of drama 

terminology and use it 

insightfully. 

 

My analysis and evaluation is 

excellent. My response 

demonstrates highly developed 

skills in identifying and 

investigating how far I 

developed my theatrical skills 

and how successfully I 

contributed to the devising 

process. My response 

demonstrates highly developed 
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9 

 

 

 

+ 

of extensive and highly 

effective development and 

refinement of skills. My 

explanation is very clear and 

points are comprehensively 

explored. Precise details are 

provided throughout. 

Outstanding contribution to 

the effectiveness of the piece. 

Highly inventive work 

throughout. Highly successful 

realisation of individual artistic 

intention. Excellent 

contribution to performance. 

skills in assessing the merit of 

different approaches and 

formulating judgements about 

the overall impact I had as an 

individual (evaluation). My 

Response is critical and 

insightful. 

 

 


