
Heathcote School and Science College 
Assessment Descriptors [Grades 1-9] 
 

English Department 

Grade Reading Writing 

Spelling, Grammar and 

Punctuation 

 

 

- 

Working Towards  

+ 

 

 Attempt to make comparisons 

 Attempt to comment on 

references but doesn’t always 

support with reference 

 May be able to comment on 

individual words or phrases 

 Can identify some subject 

terminology 

 Some awareness of explicit 

ideas/contextual factors 

 Communicates with minimal 
awareness and meaning 
 

 Some degree of control of tone, 
style and register with minimal 
awareness of purpose and/or 
audience 

 

 Simple vocabulary – with 
spelling errors  

 

 Limited control of sentence 
demarcation: may not be 
consistent 
 

 Ideas conveyed through, simply 
linked ideas not always written 
in complete paragraphs 

 Some very basic words spelt 

correctly. 

 Full stops and commas used but 

not always correctly. 

 Some understanding of grammar ig 

sentence demarcation not always 

used correctly 

 

- 

1 

+ 

 

 Attempt to make supported 

comparisons 

 Comments on references 

 Some identification of writer’s 

methods 

 Some reference to subject 

terminology 

 Communicates with simple 
awareness and meaning 
 

 Limited control of tone, style and 
register with occasional sense of 
purpose and/or audience 

 

 Simple vocabulary; simple 
linguistic devices  

 

 Evidence of simple/limited 
structural features 

 

 Some basic words spelt correctly. 

 Basic punctuation used but not 

always correctly. 

 Begins to use grammar eg tense 

but not always correct. 
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Spelling, Grammar and 

Punctuation 

 Some awareness of 

implicit/explict ideas/contextual 

factors 

 

 One or two connected ideas, 
simply linked 

 

 Random paragraph structure 

 

- 

2 

+ 

 

 Pupil begininning to make 

explained comparisons 

 Mostly supports relevant 

comments with references to 

text 

 Some explained/relevant 

comments on writers’ methods 

with some relevant use of 

subject terminology 

 Some Identification of effects 

of writers’ methods on reader 

 Shows some understanding of 

implicit ideas/perspectives/ 

contextual factors shown by 

links between context/text/task 

 Attempts to communicates with 
some success 
 

 Tone, style and register some 
what matched to purpose and 
audience although not always 
consistently  

 

 Identification and use of some 
linguistic devices   

 

 Attempts to use structural 
features  

 

 Attempts to link connected ideas  
 

 Attempts to write in paragraphs 

with limited use of discourse 

markers, not always appropriate 

 Simple use of punctuation eg full 

stops and commas. Not always 

accurate 

 Words not always spelt correctly 

 some use of Standard English with 

limited control of agreement. 

 

- 

3 

 Some explained comparisons 

 References used to support a 

range of relevant comments 

 Explained/relevant comments 

on writers’ methods with some 

 Communicates with some 
success 
 

 Tone, style and register 
matched to purpose and 
audience although not always 
consistently  

 

 Limited use of punctuation eg full 
stops and commas 

 Accurate basic spelling 

 Occasional use of Standard English 

with limited control of agreement. 
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Grade Reading Writing 

Spelling, Grammar and 

Punctuation 

 

 

3 

+ 

relevant use of subject 

terminology 

 Identification of effects of 

writers’ methods on reader 

 Some understanding of implicit 

ideas/perspectives/contextual 

factors shown by links 

between context/text/task 

 

 Begins to vary vocabulary with 
some use of linguistic devices  
  

 Attempts to use structural 
features  

 

 Some linked and connected 
ideas  

 

 Attempt to write in paragraphs 

with some discourse markers, 

not always appropriate 

 

- 

4 

+ 

 Gives a clear comparison of 

the two texts (poetry) 

 Provides relevant detail to 

support interpretations 

 Explains how the writers have 

used some features of 

language, structure and form, 

using some relevant technical 

terms 

 Comments on how some of 

the techniques used in the 

texts affect the reader 

 Shows a clear understanding 

of the ideas, themes, attitudes 

and/or context of the texts 

 Communication is mostly clear 
and successful 
 

 Tone, style and register mostly 
matched to purpose and 
audience  

 

 Beginning to vary vocabulary 
with some use of linguistic 
devices  

 

 Some use of structural features 
  

 Increasing variety of linked and 
relevant ideas  

 

 Some use of paragraphs and 

some use of discourse markers 

 Some control of a range of 
punctuation. 
 

 Some accurate spelling of more 
complex words 

 

 Some use of Standard English with 

some control of agreement. 
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- 

5 

+ 

 Presents a developed 

comparison of the two texts 

(poetry) 

 Apt references integrated into 

interpretations 

 Explores how the writers have 

used a range of language 

features with subject 

terminology 

 Examination of the effect of 

the writers’ methods on the 

reader 

 Thoughtfully linking the ideas, 

themes, attitudes and/or 

context of the texts to carefully 

considered interpretation 

 Communication is consistently 
clear and effective 
 

 Tone, style and register  
consistently matched to purpose 
and audience 

 

 Increasingly sophisticated 
vocabulary and phrasing, 
chosen for effect with a range of 
successful linguistic devices  

 

 Effective use of structural 
features  

 

 Writing is engaging, using a 
range of  clear connected ideas 

  

 Coherent paragraphs with 

integrated discourse markers 

 Range of punctuation is used, 
mostly with success. 
 

 Generally accurate spellings, 
including complex and irregular 
words 

 

 Mostly uses Standard English 

appropriately with mostly controlled 

of grammatical structures 

 

- 

6 

+ 

 Presents a carefully thought 

out, developed comparison of 

the two texts (poetry) 

 Integrates well-chosen 

examples to support 

interpretations 

 Explores the writers’ use of 

language, structure and form, 

using correct technical terms 

 Communication is credibly 
matched to audience  
 

 Tone style and register matched 
to purpose, and audience  

 

 Wide-ranging vocabulary with 
conscious crafting of linguistic 
devices 

 

 Some evidence of varied and 
effective structural features  

 Range of punctuation is used, 
mostly with success. 
 

 Mostly accurate spellings, including 
complex and irregular words. 

 

 Standard English used 

appropriately with mostly controlled 

of grammatical structures 
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 Examines the way the 

techniques used in the texts 

affect the reader 

 Gives careful consideration to 

the ideas, themes, attitudes 

and/or context of the texts 

offering some original 

interpretations 

 Writing is engaging with a range 
of developed ideas  
 

 Consistently coherent use of 

paragraphs with integrated 

discourse markers 

 

- 

7 

+ 

 

 Presents a carefully thought 

out, advanced comparison of 

the two texts (poetry) 

 Integrates well-chosen 

examples to support 

interpretations 

 Explores and evaluates the 

writers’ use of language, 

structure and form, using 

correct technical terms 

 Examines perceptively, the 

way the techniques used in 

the texts affect the reader 

 Gives careful consideration 

and justifies their own ideas in 

relation to themes, attitudes 

and/or context of the texts 

 Communication is convincingly 
matched to audience  
 

 Tone style and register matched 
to purpose, and audience  

 

 Extensive vocabulary with 
conscious crafting of linguistic 
devices 

 

 Varied and effective structural 
features  

 

 Writing is highly engaging with a 
range of developed complex 
ideas  

 

 Consistently coherent use of 

paragraphs with integrated 

discourse markers 

 Wide range of punctuation used 
with a high level of accuracy. 
 

 High levels of accuracy in spelling, 
including some ambitious 
vocabulary. 

 

 Uses Standard English consistently 

and appropriately with secure 

control of complex grammatical 

structures 
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Punctuation 

offering some original 

interpretations 

 

- 

8 

+ 

 

 Presents a highly perceptive 

thought out, advanced 

comparison of the two texts 

(poetry) 

 Successfully Integrates well-

chosen examples to support 

and justify interpretations 

 Explores and evaluates the 

writers’ use of language, 

structure and form, using 

correct technical terms 

 Examines intuitively, the way 

the techniques used in the 

texts affect the reader 

 Gives careful, developed 

consideration and justifies their 

own ideas in relation to 

themes, attitudes and/or 

context of the texts offering 

some original interpretations 

 

 

 Communication is compellingly 
matched to audience  
 

 Tone style and register 
consistently matched to 
purpose, and audience  

 

 A range of extensive vocabulary 
used with conscious crafting of 
linguistic devices 

 

 Varied and effective structural 
features  

 

 Writing is highly engaging with a 
range of developed intrinsicely 
linked complex ideas  

 

 Consistently use of paragraphs 

with integrated use of 

sophisticated discourse markers 

 Confident use of punctuation used 
for effect 
 

 Wide range of complex words spelt 
accurately 

 

 Secure and confident control of 

complex grammatical structures 

with consistent use of standard 

English 



Heathcote School and Science College 
Assessment Descriptors [Grades 1-9] 
 

Grade Reading Writing 

Spelling, Grammar and 
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- 

9 

+ 

 

 Shows an insightful, well-

integrated and original 

comparison of two texts 

(poetry)  

 

 Effectively integrates a full 

range of precise examples to 

support interpretations. 

 

 Closely analyses the writer’s 

use of language/structure/form 

making effective use of 

technical terms throughout. 

 

 Gives a detailed exploration of 

how the writer’s techniques 

affect the reader. 

 

 Convincingly explores original 

and alternative interpretations 

of the ideas, themes, attitudes 

and context of the text 

 

 Communication is convincing 

and compelling for audience  

 Tone, style and register  

assuredly matched to purpose, 

and audience; manipulative, 

subtle and increasingly abstract 

 Extensive and ambitious 

vocabulary with sustained 

crafting of linguistic devices 

 Highly developed and structured 

writing, incorporating a range of 

complex ideas 

 Fluently linked paragraphs with 

seamlessly integrated discourse 

markers 

 Confident use of punctuation which 
helps meaning. 

 

 Complex words spelt accurately 
 

 Secure and confident control of 

complex grammatical structures 

 


