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Grade Success Criteria 

 

 

- 

 

 

 

 

Working Towards 

 

 

 

 

+ 

 

 Sequence events on a time line so as to show an understanding of progress in time.  

 Identify visual prompts consistent with the period studied.  

 Answer questions in the right order 

 Can orally justify opinion about a historical event 

 Begins communicate related comments about the period studied.  

 To sequence events on a time line so as to show an understanding of progress in time.  

 Makes relevant comments about a source.  

 Generates vocabulary about a source. 

 Begins to classify sources.  

 Can label parts of a source.  

 Can put opinion and justification about an interpretation into one sentence. 

 Given a historical scenario and pick opinion from a choice of two options.  

 Recognises if a historical event is right or wrong according to my beliefs. 
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- 

1 

+ 

 

 

 Identify and categorise a number of types of causes, e.g. short-term and long-term or ‘things to do with money’. 

 Limited understanding of how causes lead to consequences. 

 Identify some historical changes that took place in historical periods.  

 Identify some broad historical developments and trends (e.g. technological progress).  

 Limited accuracy or linking to chronology. 

 Appreciate that historians need to interrogate sources to work out what happened in the past.  

 Basic comments on the reliability of sources (‘biased’ may be used as a catch-all term).  

 Recognise that history is made up of different stories about the past.  

 Recognise that the arguments that people have had about the past are important to the subject of History. 

 

- 

2 

+ 

 

 Categorise different causes with some confidence. 

 Beginning to recognise that groups of causes are linked e.g. a poor harvest can have effects on both the economy and 

society.  

 Links are not yet prioritised. 

 Identify and describe some historical changes that took place in historical periods.  

 Describe some broad historical developments and trends (e.g. technological progress). 

 Limited accuracy or linking to chronology. 

 Appreciate that historians need to interrogate sources to work out what happened in the past.  

 Basic comments on the reliability of sources. Limited understanding of how historians link sources. 
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 Recognise that history is made up of different stories about the past.  

 Recognise that the arguments that people have had about the past are important to the subject of History.  

 Give simple descriptions of two opposing interpretations of an event or person 

 

- 

 

3 

 

+ 

 Linking categories of causes to begin to describe why something happened in history. 

 Describing, in simple terms, one or more of the consequences of an event or development in isolation from other 

consequences.  

 Starting to use simple knowledge of the event or period to back up statements. 

 Simple descriptions about the pace or extent of changes using the language of change.  

 Understand that a change may be important to one society or group of people but is not important to others.  

 Limited linking of changes together. 

 Sources are used to make simple inferences about the past.  

 Use a small group of sources together to make simple inferences and present this as evidence.  

 Limited ability to ask historically valid questions about sources or identify appropriate sets of sources 

 Select and describe the key features of a variety of interpretations (e.g. visual, written, spoken etc.).  

 Explain reasons for the construction of interpretations (e.g. to entertain, to inform, to persuade).  

 Simple statements linked to who made the interpretations. 
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- 

4 

+ 

 Link causes to begin construct an explanation of why something happened.  
 

 Prioritise some causes as more important than others, with limited explanation.  
 

 Beginning to be selective when deploying historical knowledge, although this may be patchy. 
  

 There is little or no evidence of sustained argument. 
 

 Begins to explain about historical developments and how they are measured in different ways (e.g. political, economic, 
pace, extent). 
 

 Understand that the historical significance of changes differs depending on the timescale used or the person looking at 
the change.  

 

 Starting to link changes to show lines of development rather than just individual changes. 
 

 Make supported inferences about the past by using a source and the detail contained within it. 
 

 Learners can comment on the utility of a source as well as its reliability, but may muddle the two up.  
 

 Support undeveloped comments on utility and reliability by using content from sources that they are given.  
 

 Begins to Link the construction of different interpretations to the use of different sources.  
 

 Understand that historians can explain the same event through different stories. 
 

 Learners may still see interpretations as being either “right” or “wrong”. 

 

- 

5 

 Explain why an event happened using historical knowledge. 

 Identify particular causes or groups of causes as being important. Starting to select knowledge to strengthen points.  

 Explain why events had certain consequences and begin to recognise that one cause may have many consequences.  

 Simple explanations of how causes and consequences connect. 
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5 

+ 

 Using the language of change with confidence to begin to explain why some changes are seen as significant depending 

on perspective. 

 Explain lines of development in which changes work in the same direction or pull in different directions.  

 Limited linking of different lines of development (e.g. religious, political, economic) to each other. 

 Distinguish between ideas of utility and reliability. Support comments on sources by using source content and sometimes 

by referencing the provenance of a source.  

 Draw limited conclusions from ideas of nature, origin and purpose (NOP). Use generalised knowledge of the period 

studied to support comments.  

 Formulate historical questions, but limited ability to follow them up 

 Explain how and why an interpretation may have been constructed using simple points relating to purpose, viewpoint, 

background, source availability and selection.  

 Understand that interpretations can be tested for validity, but may not be sure how to do this. 

 

 

- 

6 

 

 

 Use knowledge to construct a causal argument, although knowledge may not be fully relevant to the question asked.  

 

 Some attempt to organise answers.  

 

 Starting to form an argument in some sections of an answer. Starting to place understanding of causes in a wider 

knowledge of the period or country studied. 

 

 Select some examples of change over a long period of time to support a simple argument about change and continuity 

or significance.  

 

 Examples will tend to be separate and fixed (e.g. the beginning, middle and end of the period studied) and relatively 

simplistic. 
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6 

+ 

 

 Starting to make judgements about sources and how they can be used for a specified enquiry.  

 

 Support comments by using precise content from sources and backing it up with sound contextual knowledge.  

 

 Starting to consider nature, origin and purpose (NOP) in judgements. 

 

 Can confidently ask historical source questions and can describe the types of sources which would be useful. 

 

 Explain the key features of an interpretation, including how and why it has been constructed.  

 

 Make a case for or against an interpretation and use some relevant contextual knowledge to support an evaluation.  

Judgements tend to be assertive and lack clear justification. 

 

- 

7 

 

 

 

 

 

 Construct a causal argument which shows analysis of a number of features.  

 Argument is supported with accurate knowledge that is mostly relevant to the question asked.  

 Argument is mostly organised, but possibly not fully sustained. Confident use knowledge to support the answer.  

 Explain the consequences of an event by analysing period features 

 Appreciate that some actions or causes may have unintended consequences in history 

 Describe how lines of development often interact with each other, pulling in different directions and affecting the pace, 

extent and direction of change.  

 Arguments are supported and linked with well-chosen examples of causes.  

 Construct an explanation of why changes and developments are significant within the period studied. 

 Make judgements about the utility of sources for a specified enquiry. Select criteria for making a judgement on sources.  
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7 

+ 

 

 Starting to use both the content and provenance (NOP) of sources and mostly use these successfully when making 

judgements.  

 Good contextual knowledge is used to support some judgements.  

 Ask valid historical questions of sources and explain why certain sources should 

 Understand that interpretations are based on evidence and opinions. 

 Use valid criteria to distinguish the relative validity of interpretations. Support judgements using mostly relevant 

contextual knowledge. 

 Tends to talk about one of the features of an interpretation rather than a range.  

 Attempts an overall judgement using relevant criteria when evaluating interpretations 

 

 

- 

8 

 

 

 

 

 Construct an analytical multi-causal explanation that is directed mainly at the question asked.  

 Use mostly accurate and relevant knowledge of the period to support arguments.  

 Organisation is strong, and a sustained argument is becoming apparent. Use of own knowledge is precise and used with 

some care. 

 Explanations about change and continuity include different lines of development.  

 Analyse the pace, extent and direction of change. The examples used show a good understanding of the whole period 

being studied. Good linking of examples.  

 Explain why changes and developments are seen as historically significant and begin to describe how this has changed 

over time. 
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8 

+ 

 

 Make judgements about the utility of sources by using valid criteria.  

 Make precise use of source content and use judgements about provenance (NOP) appropriately, depending on the 

source and nature of the enquiry.  

 Good contextual knowledge is mostly used to validate the criteria and comments made, although this may not appear all 

of the time. 

 Ask valid historical questions and begin to use the selected sources to pursue an enquiry. 

 Analyse different interpretations to comment on the evidence and arguments used by their creators.  

 Judgements on the validity of the interpretation use mostly clear and relevant criteria. Well-selected contextual 

knowledge used to support a judgement, although it may not be fully sustained.  

 An appreciation of both the period when the interpretation was created as well as the period that it refers to 

 

 

- 

9 

 

 

 

 Construct an analytical multi-causal explanation that is directed consistently at the specific question asked.  

 There is a clear argument that is coherent and logically structured. 

 Accurate knowledge is precisely selected to support the argument. Contextual knowledge of the period or country 

studied is evident throughout the answer.  

 Explain how an event may have different consequences depending on focus and scale (e.g. political/social or 

national/regional). An argument is sustained throughout the answer. 

 Recognise and begin to explain the way in which historians use change and continuity as historical markers.  

 Understand that different historians will identify different changes as being significant. Confident in using the language of 

change.  
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9 

+ 

 

 Excellent contextual knowledge of the period studied. Understand that significance can change depending on 

perspective. 

 Make confident use of a range of different sources to reach judgments based on valid criteria for a specific enquiry or for 

a particular use.  

 Use both the content and provenance (NOP) of the sources to support judgements of utility and reliability.  

 Excellent contextual knowledge is used to analyse sources and apply criteria for judgements.  

 Ask valid historical questions and select a range of appropriate sources in order to carry out a source enquiry 

 Confidently handle different interpretations with skill. Identify the different evidence and arguments used by their 

creators.  

 Make judgements based on clear criteria.  

 Apply specific contextual knowledge of more than one period (i.e. the period in which the interpretation is created and 

the period that it refers to) in order to support a judgement. 

 

 

 


