
Heathcote School and Science College 
Assessment Descriptors [Grades 1-9] 
 

Modern Foreign Languages Department 

Grade 

Paper 1 

Listening and Understanding 

in MFL 

Paper 2 

Speaking in MFL 

Paper 3 

Reading and Understanding in 

MFL 

Paper 4 

Writing and Understanding in 

MFL 

 

- 

Working 

Towards  

+ 

 

I can understand words or 

cognates at a low speed or 

when repeated 

I can communicate basic 

ideas & answer basic 

questions using words or 

cognates 

I can understand short 

sentences/small paragraphs  

and pick out the main points 

recognizing cognates. 

I can write simple short 

phrases from memory using 

cognates. 

 

 

- 

1 

+ 

 

 

 

I can understand short 

spoken passages and pick 

out the main points 

I can take part in simple 

conversations 

I can understand short written 

passages and pick out the 

main points. 

I can write simple short 

phrases from memory and 2 

or 3 sentences with help. 
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Grade 

Paper 1 

Listening and Understanding 

in MFL 

Paper 2 

Speaking in MFL 

Paper 3 

Reading and Understanding in 

MFL 

Paper 4 

Writing and Understanding in 

MFL 

 

- 

2 

+ 

I can understand longer 

spoken passages and pick 

out the main points. 

I can take part in longer 

conversations and give my 

own opinions and justify. 

I can understand longer written 

passages and work out the 

meaning of new words. 

I can write 3 or 4 sentences 

from memory and change the 

meaning of sentences I already 

know to something new 

 

- 

3 

+ 

I can understand if people 

are talking about the future 

OR the past as well as the 

present and recognize 

opinions. 

I can speak about the future 

OR the past as well as the 

present. 

I can recognize if the passages 

are about the future OR the 

past as well as the present. 

I can write longer passages.  I 

can write about the future OR 

the past as well as the 

present. 

 

- 

 

4 

 

+ 

I can understand spoken 

passages about past, 

present and future events. 

I can take part in 

conversations about the past, 

present and future and use 

words I have learnt to talk 

about a new topic. 

I can understand longer written 

passages about the past, 

present and future and work 

out the meaning of new words. 

I can write simple descriptions 

in paragraphs and I can write 

about the past, present and 

future. 

I only make a few mistakes. 
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Grade 

Paper 1 

Listening and Understanding 

in MFL 

Paper 2 

Speaking in MFL 

Paper 3 

Reading and Understanding in 

MFL 

Paper 4 

Writing and Understanding in 

MFL 

 

- 

 

5 

 

+ 

I can understand specific 

details in longer spoken 

passages about past, 

present, future and 

conditional events. I can 

recognise formal and 

informal language.  

 

I can produce spoken 

language using past, 

present, future and 

conditional tenses on a 

variety of studied topics. I can 

use formal and informal 

language. I can describe a 

picture in details. 

I can understand specific 

details in longer written 

passages about past, present, 

future and conditional 

events. I can work out meaning 

from new expressions using 

cognates. 

I can understand and produce 

written language about past, 

present, future and 

conditional events. I can use 

complex structures such as 

modal verbs, negatives, 

emphatic pronouns and use 

academic words. I can 

translate paragraphs with 

accuracy. 

 

 

- 

 

6 

 

+ 

 

I can understand specific 

details in longer spoken 

passages about past, 

present, future and 

conditional events. I can 

recognise formal and 

informal language.  

 

I can have conversations 

about a variety of studied 

topics using five tenses or 

more. I can narrate, describe 

and adapt language to 

specific audiences or 

situations. 

I can pronounce words well 

and I do not hesitate much 

when I speak spontaneously. 

I can understand specific 

details in longer written 

passages about past, present, 

future and conditional 

events. I can work out meaning 

from new expressions using 

cognates. 

 

I can understand and produce 

written language about past, 

present, future and 

conditional events. I can use 

complex structures such as 

modal verbs, negatives, 

emphatic pronouns and use 

academic words. I can 

translate detailed texts with 

accuracy. 
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Grade 

Paper 1 

Listening and Understanding 

in MFL 

Paper 2 

Speaking in MFL 

Paper 3 

Reading and Understanding in 

MFL 

Paper 4 

Writing and Understanding in 

MFL 

 

- 

 

7 

 

+ 

 

I can understand specific 

details in longer spoken 

passages about a variety of 

topics studied about events 

taking place within various 

time frames. I can recognise 

formal and informal 

language. 

I can have detailed 

conversations about a variety 

of topics studied using five 

tenses or more. I can 

narrate, describe and adapt 

language to specific 

audiences or situations. I can 

use idioms, comparatives 

and superlatives. 

I can pronounce words well 

and I do not hesitate much 

when I speak 

spontaneously. 

I can understand specific 

details in longer written 

passages about events taking 

place within various time 

frames. I can work out 

unknown meaning from 

various contexts and various 

sources or articles and for 

various audiences. 

I can understand and produce 

written language about events 

taking place within various 

time frames. I can use 

complex structures such as 

modal verbs, negatives, 

emphatic pronouns and 

academic words to target 

different audiences. I can 

translate longer detailed texts 

with good accuracy. 

 

- 

 

8 

 

+ 

 

I can understand specific 

details in longer spoken 

passages about a variety of 

non-familiar topics about 

events taking place within 

various time frames. I can 

recognise formal and 

informal language. 

I can have detailed 

conversations about a variety 

of topics studied using more 

than five tenses and various 

modes. I can narrate, 

describe and adapt language 

successfully to specific 

audiences or situations. I can 

use idioms, comparatives, 

superlatives and relative 

clauses successfully. 

I can pronounce words well 

and I do not hesitate much if 

I speak spontaneously. 

I can understand specific 

details in longer written 

passages about events taking 

place within various time 

frames. I can work out 

unknown meaning from 

various contexts and various 

sources or articles and for 

various audiences. 

I can understand and produce 

written language about events 

taking place within various 

time frames. I can use 

complex structures such as 

modal verbs, negatives, 

emphatic pronouns and 

academic words to target 

different audiences. I can 

translate longer detailed texts 

with mostly accurately. 
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Grade 

Paper 1 

Listening and Understanding 

in MFL 

Paper 2 

Speaking in MFL 

Paper 3 

Reading and Understanding in 

MFL 

Paper 4 

Writing and Understanding in 

MFL 

 

 

- 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

+ 

I can understand specific 

details in longer spoken 

passages about a variety of 

non-familiar topics about 

events taking place within 

various time frames. I can 

recognise formal and 

informal language. 

I can have detailed 

conversations at a near 

native speaker speed about 

a variety of topics studied 

using more than five tenses 

and various modes. I can 

narrate, describe and adapt 

language successfully to 

specific audiences or 

situations. I can use idioms, 

comparatives, superlatives 

and relative clauses 

successfully. 

I can pronounce words well 

and I do not hesitate much 

when I speak spontaneously. 

I can understand specific 

details in longer written 

passages about events taking 

place within various time 

frames. I can work out 

unknown meaning from 

various contexts and various 

sources or articles and for 

various audiences. 

I can understand and produce 

written language about events 

taking place within various 

time frames. I can successfully 

and regularly use complex 

structures such as modal 

verbs, negatives, emphatic 

pronouns and academic words 

to target different audiences. I 

can translate longer detailed 

texts accurately. 

 


