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Music Department 

Grade Performing Composition 

Listening, Appraising and 

Evaluating 

 

- 

 

 

Working Towards  

 

 

+ 

 

 A simple piece which uses 

limited rhythmic musical 

devices 

 My performance is not at all 

fluent with several mistake in 

the rhythm and pitch 

 Intonation is weak 

 I cannot work as part of a 

group and also find it hard to 

co-operate with others when 

participating in ensemble 

performance 

 I find it very difficult to focus 

during rehearsal time and am 

easily distracted 

 Lack of intention for the piece 
 

 My piece has no coherent 
musical ideas, shape or 
meaning, there is no overall 
structure.  

 

 No musical shape or direction 
 

 The use of musical elements is 
extremely basic using only 1 or 
2 notes 

 

 Basic use of one compositional 
technique. 

 

 No structural consideration or 
understanding of style. 

 

 I cannot identify repeating 

patterns and changes in sound. 

 I find it difficult to recognise how 

musical elements are used to 

create mood 

 I can barely read a basic score/s 

and have a very basic 

understanding of standard 

notation. 

  I can recall few facts.  

 My writing shows a poor standard 

of literacy. 

 

- 

1 

 

 

 A simple piece which uses a 

limited rhythmic and/or 

melodic range with easy 

movement between notes and 

where relevant, in an easy 

key. 

 

 Lack of clear intention for the 
piece 
 

 My piece has no solid ideas and 
lacks musical shape or 
meaning, there is no clear 
structure.  

 

 Limited musical shape with little 
coherence 

 I struggle to recognise repeating 

patterns and changes in sound. 

 I struggle to recognise how 

musical elements are used to 

create moods and effects.  

 I can barely read a basic graphic 

score/s and have a basic 
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+ 

 

 My performance is not fluent 

with incorrect rhythms and/or 

pitches in easier sections of 

the music. 

  Intonation (where relevant) 

maybe weak. 

  I find it difficult to work as part 

of a group and also find it hard 

to co-operate with others when 

participating in ensemble 

performance. 

 I can focus for some of the 

time in rehearsal. 

 The use of musical elements is 
very basic. 
 

 Basic use of a few 
compositional techniques. 

 

 Limited structural consideration 
and limited understanding of 
style. 

 

 For arrangements of music 

there are some changes to the 

original but they make little 

positive impact. 

 

understanding of standard 

notation. 

  I can recall few facts, basic 

concepts and vocabulary.  

 My writing shows a very basic 

level of literacy. 

 

 

 

- 

 

2 

 

 

 

 A simple piece which uses a 

limited rhythmic and/or 

melodic range with easy 

movement between notes and 

where relevant, in an easy 

key. 

 My performance is 

occasionally fluent with correct 

rhythms and/or pitches in 

easier sections of the music. 

  Intonation (where relevant) 

maybe weak. 

 

 Lack of clear intention for the 
piece 
 

 My piece has basic creative 
musical ideas but lacks musical 
shape and meaning, there is no 
clear structure.  

 

 Limited musical shape with little 
coherence 

 

 The use of musical elements is 
very basic. 

 

 Basic use of a few 
compositional techniques. 

 

 

 I am able to recognise repeating 

patterns and changes in sound. 

 I can recognise how musical 

elements are used to create 

moods and effects.  

 I can read a basic graphic score/s 

and have a basic understanding 

of standard notation. 
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+ 

  I can work as part of a group 

and can co-operate with 

others when participating in 

ensemble performance. 

 I can focus for some of the 

time in rehearsal. 

 Limited structural consideration 
and limited understanding of 
style. 

 

 For arrangements of music 

there are some changes to the 

original but they make little 

positive impact. 

 

  I can recall facts, basic concepts 

and vocabulary.  

 My writing shows a basic level of 

literacy. 

 

 

- 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 A simple piece which uses a 

limited rhythmic and/or 

melodic range with easy 

movement between notes and 

where relevant, in an easy 

key. 

 My performance has some 

fluency with mostly correct 

rhythms and pitches.  

 Technical errors sometimes 

disturb the flow of the music 

and intonation (where 

relevant) is secure in places. 

  I listen to and co-operate with 

others, sometimes suggesting 

 

 My intention for the composition 

is evident in places 

 

 The composition is musically 

simple with little coherence 

 

 My piece has simple creative 

ideas which draw on a small 

range of musical elements and 

these have limited musical 

impact.  

 

 It uses some musical features, 

which enable the piece to be 

extended within a simple 

structure. 

 

 

 I am able to recognise how 

different musical elements are 

combined to create mood and 

effect.  

 I have grasped some of the main 

ideas within this unit of work; 

however, there are some areas 

that require development. 

 I can evaluate some of the music 

I listen to. 

  I can identify some of the key 

musical features. 

  I can read a basic graphic score 

and am developing my ability to 

read standard notation.  
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+ 

ideas to develop my own 

performance.  

  For ensemble performances, I 

am aware of other performers 

and keep in time for most of 

the performance but I do not 

always understand how my 

part fits in with the other parts 

effectively.  

 I can stay focused for most of 

the time in rehearsal. 

 There is simple development 

using some appropriate 

compositional techniques.  

 

 For arrangements of music my 

piece contains simple changes 

to the materials, drawing on a 

small range of musical 

elements.  

 

 My materials are extended and 

placed within a simple structure. 

 My writing shows a basic level of 

literacy. 

 

 

 

 

- 

 

4 

 

 

 

 

 A simple piece with easy 

movement between notes and 

where relevant, in an easy 

key. 

 My performance is fluent, with 

technical control suitable for 

the standard of the music.  

 There are some mistakes but 

they do not disturb the overall 

flow of the music. 

  Intonation (where relevant) is 

generally secure.  

 

 The composer’s intensions are 

clear in places 

 

 A mostly successful piece with 

some coherence and some 

sense of style 

 

 My piece has creative ideas, 

which use some musical 

elements successfully.  

 

 There is some development 

using mostly appropriate 

compositional techniques and 

appropriate musical features, 

 

 The structure is clear. 

 I can describe, compare and 
evaluate with appropriate musical 
vocabulary. 
 

 I am becoming confident in 
reading and writing simple 
notation. 
 

 I can suggest improvements to 
my own work and others, 
commenting on how intentions 
have been achieved. 
 

 I am becoming confident at 
recalling accurate key features 
appropriate to the style of music.  
 

 My writing shows a reasonable 
level of literacy. 
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+ 

 For ensemble performance I 

co-ordinate my part with the 

other performer effectively and 

use stresses, dynamics and 

articulation which are 

appropriate for the style of 

music. 

 I can stay focused throughout 

rehearsal and suggest some 

ideas to develop my solo and 

ensemble awareness. 

 

 For arrangements of music, my 

piece has some creative 

changes to the original, using 

and combining some musical 

elements successfully.  

 

 There is some development of 

ideas. The arrangement has 

been placed within an 

appropriate structure. 

 

 

- 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 A piece which requires a range 

of rhythmic and/or melodic 

change with some technical 

demands.  

 My performance is confident 

and fluent, with good technical 

control which is appropriate for 

the standard of the music.  

 Minor mistakes do not affect 

the overall flow of the 

performance.  

 Intonation (where relevant 

 

 Your intentions for the 
composition are mostly clear. 
  

 My piece has creative musical 
ideas, which have been shaped 
using a range of musical 
elements. 
 

 There is a range of musical 
elements which show musical 
understanding. 
 

 The composition is musically 
coherent with a sense of style. 
  

 There is development of ideas 
and evidence of compositional 
techniques. 

 I can, analyse, compare and 

evaluate with appropriate musical 

vocabulary. 

 I am confident that I can analyse 

and compare musical features. 

 I understand a variety of notations 

and recognise different structures 

within musical conventions. 

 I can identify and understand key 

features for this Area of Study.  

 My writing includes good levels of 

literacy. 
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+ 

 and tone are secure.  

 For my ensemble 

performances I am sensitive to 

my role within the group and I 

can make appropriate 

changes to my part when 

necessary so that the co-

ordination and balance is 

accurate. 

 My performances include 

stresses, dynamics and 

articulation which are 

appropriate for the style of 

music.   

 The structure is appropriate for 
the style of music. 
 

 The materials have been placed 
in an appropriate structure for 
the style of music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 

 

6 

 

 

 A piece which requires a range 

of rhythmic and/or melodic 

change with some technical 

demand in terms of phrasing, 

dynamics, articulation and key. 

 My performance is confident, 

accurate and fluent. 

  For ensemble performance I 

can demonstrate that I 

understand the other 

performer(s) roles. 

 My intensions for my 
composition are clear 
 

 A Musically successful piece 
with a strong sense of style. 
 

 There is a variety of musical 
elements that show a good level 
of musical understanding. 
 

 There is development of ideas 
appropriate to the style showing 
understanding of several 
compositional techniques. 

 

 I have grasped the main concepts 
and skills for this Area of Study 
and can apply this to my practical 
performance and composition 
work.  
 

 I can analyse, compare and 
evaluate how music reflects 
context.  
 

 I have an understanding of 
tempo, dynamics, phrasing, 
structure, texture and timbre and 
how they are combined 
effectively.  
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6 

 

 

+ 

 I can lead others’ sensitively, 

keeping a positive working 

atmosphere and making 

contributions which 

significantly improve the 

effectiveness of the work. 

 The performance 

communicates some 

appropriate dynamics and 

articulation and there is an 

attempt to shape the music.  

 I suggest several ideas to 

develop my solo and 

ensemble awareness.  

 The outcome is stylish and 

positive. 

 My piece has imaginative 
musical ideas, which come from 
the effective combination of all 
of the musical elements.  
 

 There is development using a 
range of compositional 
techniques.  
 

 I am able to compose music 
with an understanding that it 
needs to be appropriate for the 
occasion and demonstrates an 
excellent awareness of style and 
structure.  
 

 For arrangements I have re-

worked the materials 

imaginatively, through the 

effective combination of all of 

the musical elements. 

 

 My writing includes a high level of 
literacy. 

 

 

- 

 

7 

 

 

 A more complex piece which 

involves sustained control with 

more intricate technical 

demands in terms of  an 

extended range and control of 

tempo , dynamics , articulation 

and phrasing.  Minor mistakes 

do not affect the overall 

fluency of the piece.  

 

 My intentions for the 

composition are completely 

clear 

 

 My piece has stylish, 

imaginative and original ideas, 

which are effective and 

demonstrate a high level of 

musical understanding. 

 

 I can demonstrate a 

comprehensive understanding of 

all concepts and skills in all Areas 

of Study. 

 I can use selected resources and 

genres to inform and develop my 

learning. 



Heathcote School and Science College 
Assessment Descriptors [Grades 1-9] 
 

Grade Performing Composition 

Listening, Appraising and 

Evaluating 
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+ 

 

 My performance is confident, 

accurate and fluent and 

demonstrates complete control 

of the instrument. 

  For ensemble performance I 

can demonstrate that I 

understand the other 

performer(s) role/s and I can 

make a powerful contribution 

to the impact of the 

performance. 

 The performance is 

communicated musically and 

stylishly using conventions that 

are appropriate to the genre. 

 A high level of musical detail is 

evident. 

 I work with a good level of 

commitment and sensitivity in 

a group. I experiment 

creatively with musical 

techniques, using my own 

initiative to develop work with 

a high degree of originality. 

 

 

 There are advanced 

compositional techniques and 

use of the musical elements that 

demonstrate a high level of 

musical understanding. 

 

 Excellent development of ideas 

using compositional techniques 

applied in an entirely 

appropriate way. 

 

 The structure supports the 

impact of the piece.  

 

 For arrangements, my piece re-

works the materials in a highly 

imaginative and original way. 

 

 Advanced arranging techniques 

have been applied and the 

structure supports the impact of 

the piece. My composition uses 

conventions which are wholly 

appropriate to the genre. 

 

 

 I can discriminate between 

musical styles, genres and 

traditions. I can justify my own 

judgements.    

 My writing includes excellent 

literacy skills.  

 I am able to present, analyse all 

of the areas of study effectively. 
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- 

 

 

 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A more complex piece which 

involves sustained control with 

more intricate technical 

demands in terms of  an 

extended range and control of 

tempo , dynamics , articulation 

and phrasing.  

 My performance is confident, 

accurate and fluent and 

demonstrates complete control 

of the instrument. 

  For ensemble performance I 

can demonstrate that I 

understand the other 

performer(s) role/s and I can 

make a powerful contribution 

to the impact of the 

performance. 

 The performance is 

communicated musically and 

stylishly using conventions that 

are appropriate to the genre. 

 A high level of musical detail is 

evident. 

 My  intentions for the 

composition are completely 

clear showing real mastery of 

the brief where appropriate 

 

 My piece has stylish, 

imaginative and original ideas, 

which are effective and 

demonstrate a high level of 

musical understanding. 

 

 There are advanced 

compositional techniques and 

use of the musical elements that 

demonstrate a high level of 

musical understanding. 

 

 Excellent development of ideas 

using compositional techniques 

applied in an entirely 

appropriate way. 

 

 The structure is linked 

imaginatively and supports the 

impact of the piece.  

 

 For arrangements, my piece re-

works the materials in an 

imaginative and original way. 

 

 I can demonstrate a 
comprehensive understanding of 
all concepts and skills in all Areas 
of Study. 
 

 I can use selected resources and 
genres to inform and develop my 
learning. 
 

 I can discriminate between 
musical styles, genres and 
traditions. I can justify my own 
judgements.    
 

 My writing includes excellent 
literacy skills.  
 

 I am able to analyse and 
synthesize all of the areas of 
study effectively. 
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+ 

 I work with total commitment 

and sensitivity in a group. I 

experiment creatively with 

musical techniques, using my 

own initiative to develop work 

with a high degree of 

originality.   

 

 Some Advanced arranging 

techniques have been applied 

and the structure supports the 

impact of the piece.  

 

 My composition uses 

conventions which are wholly 

appropriate to the genre. 

 

 

- 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 A more complex piece which 

involves sustained control with 

more intricate technical 

demands in terms of  an 

extended range and control of 

tempo , dynamics , articulation 

and phrasing.  

 My performance is confident, 

accurate and fluent and 

demonstrates complete control 

of the instrument. 

 For ensemble performance I 

can demonstrate that I 

understand the other 

performer(s) role/s and I can 

make a powerful contribution 

to the impact of the 

performance. 

 

 My intentions for the 
composition are completely 
clear, showing real mastery of 
the brief where appropriate. 
 

 My piece has stylish, 
imaginative and original ideas, 
which are effective and 
demonstrate a high level of 
musical understanding. 
 

 There are advanced 
compositional techniques and 
use of the musical elements that 
demonstrate an extremely high 
level of musical understanding. 
 

 Excellent development of ideas 
using compositional techniques 
applied in an entirely 
appropriate way. 
 

 The structure is linked 
imaginatively and supports the 

 

 I can demonstrate a 

comprehensive understanding of 

all concepts and skills in all Areas 

of Study. 

 I can use selected resources and 

genres to inform and develop my 

learning. 

 I can discriminate between 

musical styles, genres and 

traditions. I can justify my own 

judgements.    

 My writing includes excellent 

literacy skills.  

 I am able to analyse, synthesize 

and evaluate all of the areas of 

study effectively. 
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+ 

 The performance is 

communicated musically and 

stylishly using conventions that 

are appropriate to the genre. I 

can perform with flair and 

confidence.  

 An extremely high level of 

musical detail is evident. 

 I work with total commitment 

and sensitivity in a group, 

leading and inspiring others. I 

experiment creatively with 

musical techniques, using my 

own initiative to develop work 

with a high degree of 

originality. 

impact of the piece. For 
arrangements, my piece re-
works the materials in a highly 
imaginative and original way. 
 

 Advanced arranging techniques 
have been applied and the 
structure supports the impact of 
the piece.  
 

 My composition uses 

conventions which are wholly 

appropriate to the genre. 

 

 

 

 


