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Information for Year 9 Pupils 

This booklet will provide you with information about Key Stage 4 (KS4). There are some 

subjects that all pupils study and some subjects you will be able to choose to study. It is 

important to make the right choices, to talk to your teachers about the subjects you are thinking 

of studying and to discuss these choices with your parent/carer. You will need to work really 

hard in KS4 and be punctual and organised to ensure you are prepared for life and work and 

your teachers will ensure learning is engaging.  

You may have to retake Maths and English post-16 if you do not achieve the required grades. 

Most of you will follow Ebacc route and to do this, the following subjects must be chosen:  

● Mathematics 

● English Language and English Literature 

● At least two Sciences (including Computer Science) 

● History or Geography 

● A Language (normally French or Spanish) 

To achieve the official Ebacc qualification all grades need to be at 9-5 except English 

Literature. 

The Government have a current target of 90% of pupils to follow this route by 2025 and we 

encourage you to aim high and commit to these subjects. However, this pathway will not suit 

all learners. 

The following list of Dos and Do Nots may be of help: 

● Do consider how much progress you have made in the subject so far. 

● Do think about your interest in the subject. 

● Do take the time to think about your possible career choice. 

● Do read the information in this booklet carefully and speak to your teachers if you require 

any further information. 

● Do discuss with your parent/carer, teachers and form tutor. 

However 

● Do not choose a subject just because your friend has chosen it, you may not be placed 

in the same group. 

● Do not choose a subject just because you get on well with your present teacher, they 

may not be the teacher you will have next year. 

● Do not choose a subject just because it is new to you. 

● Do not choose a subject just because you think it might be easy; all subjects require 

hard work and determination. 

Once Year 10 starts, it will be extremely difficult to change your options and so it is very 

important that you make your choices carefully. 
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Information for Parents and Carers 

This booklet describes the curriculum which current Year 9 pupils will study during Years 10 

and 11. Some of the courses are compulsory for all pupils and this is called the “core” 

curriculum. The core includes English Language, English Literature and Mathematics which 

are very important for success in adult life and for progression at post-16. Nearly all pupils will 

take these at GCSE level. Other important subjects in the core are Science, PE and RE.  

In addition to the core curriculum, pupils study up to a further four subjects.  

The options a pupils can choose will depend on their pathway which will be determined from 

current achievement data and to ensure the pupil is supported, challenged and given the best 

chances of success. Pupils who choose the Ebacc route will study the subjects below:   

● Mathematics 

● English Language and English Literature 

● At least two Sciences (including Computer Science) 

● History or Geography 

● A Language (normally Spanish or French) 

To achieve the Ebacc qualification, all grades need to be 9-5 except for English Literature. 

Most pupils will follow the Ebacc route. The Government have a current target of 90% of pupils 

to follow this route by 2025 and we encourage pupils to aim high and commit to these subjects. 

However, this pathway will not suit all learners. 

Pupils can, up to a point, shape their learning programme, according to their interests and 

future education and career aspirations. The Ebacc subjects are important and an advantage 

for pupils when applying to Russell Group Colleges or Universities. 

Vocational qualifications are the equivalent to GCSEs in terms of value but are more applied 

and practical. They are just as respected as GCSEs but a pupil cannot study more than three. 

Normally we would advise following one or two if your child prefers this approach to learning. 

We cannot guarantee any of the subjects offered as they will not be able to run if numbers are 

too low or there are unexpected staffing issues. When subjects are confirmed in mid-June, 

these are likely to be the final options unless there are exceptional circumstances. 

It is very important that you spend time discussing the Options Process with your child as it is 

difficult for the school to agree changes once the courses are underway. 

Thank you for supporting your child as they make their choices. Whichever option your child 

follows we are committed to making their journey through KS4 positive, enjoyable and highly 

successful.  
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Year Leader Message 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

 

The Options process is an exciting time for Year 9 pupils as it begins to form the foundation of 

your child’s future.  

As you are aware, the GCSE Options process has commenced; we will provide support 

throughout this process and engage in conversations to ensure our Year 9 pupils are 

encouraged to select a broad and balanced subject selection; challenged to achieve their full 

potential, in order to fully succeed at Heathcote School.  

Throughout this process we aim to make choosing options as easy and informed as possible. 

To support this, in addition to this booklet, you will have the opportunity to visit the school and 

speak to Department leads regarding subjects that you or your child may consider suitable at 

the parents evening on March 23rd. Your child will also have in person encounters with 

department leads and GCSE pupils to help support making decisions about which subjects 

they choose to take. 

Please take the time to read through this booklet along with your child and where possible 

please discuss and support them through the decisions.  

 

All the best 

 

Ms Clancey 

Head of Year 9 
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The Process and Timescale of Making Choices 

Date Event/Action 

Thursday 9th February    
Yr 9 Option Assembly 

Process and Pathways will be explained to all pupils  

Monday 20th February 

5pm Main Hall 

PARENT/Carer OPTIONS Meeting 
Process and Pathways will be explained to parent/carers but specific 

details of which pupils are on pathways are not established at this 
point. 

W/C 20th February 

  

CHALLENGE WEEK ASSESSMENTS 
These will be the last formal assessments pupils will undertake 

before their options and as such will provide a key indication of what 
subjects they are achieving in. This may well support/decide their 

pathway options so it is imperative pupils use these assessments to 
showcase their very best achievements. 

Daily Year 9 Options Assemblies 
Monday – Friday All week department leaders present to year group 

and provide details of structure and content of course  

Thursday 23rd March 
Yr 9 Parent/Carers and Options Evening 

1. Parent/Carers evening to provide feedback on pupil progress in 
their current subjects including Challenge week feedback. 

2.Departments stalls in foyer to operate ‘options fair’ manned by staff 
and/or GCSE/A level pupils to support parent/carer/pupil option 

choices and information 
  

Thursday 20th April 
COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE REQUIRED 

Year 9 - Options Selection evening (3.30- 5.30pm) Main Hall 
Options Selection process for pupils/parents/carers completed with 

teaching staff in person. 
 

 

Parents/Carers or pupils are free to contact any member of the Senior Leadership Team or Ms 

Clancey,  Year 9 Leader at any time during the process if they have queries or concerns. 
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Useful Terms 

GCSE GCSEs will all involve formal written examinations and can be passed at 
grades 9-1. Controlled Assessment components will be limited or non-
existent. 

Vocational 
Courses 

These are courses which are more vocational but still examined. They 
have the same value as one or two GCSEs at grade 4 or better (Pass = 
4, Merit = 5/6, Distinction = 8/9). Pupils can choose a maximum of three 
such courses. These are options offered in Health and Social care, 
Fitness, Business Studies/Enterprise (BTEC) and IT (BTEC). 

Level 2 Pupils achieve Level 2 by gaining GCSEs or other vocational subjects at 
grade 9-5 or above including English and Mathematics. This is important 
if pupils wish to study any subject at A Levels or another Level 3 course 
in a school or college post 16. 

Prince’s Trust 
Study Support 

This course is designed to support pupils with learning in their subjects 
and developing their team skills. 

Raising the 
Participation 
Age 

It is important to remember that young people in Year 9 will now stay in 
education or training until their 18th birthday. This can include full time 
study but also includes full time training or an apprenticeship. 

Post-16 Study Pupils can choose from a wide range of post 16 courses at a wide range 
of institutions. Here at Heathcote we have a very successful 6th form 
College and a considerable number of our pupils decide to continue their 
studies here with us. 

Apprenticeships 
and 
Employment 

Some pupils will be interested in this route at 16. We will provide 
information on apprenticeships throughout KS4 and we will organise 
additional information sessions for pupils who are interested in learning 
more about this route. 
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CORE SUBJECTS 

These are the subjects all pupils on 

pathways 1,2,3,4 will study as part of their 

core curriculum 

● English GCSE 

● English Literature GCSE 

● Maths GCSE 

● PE Core (non-examined) 

● Religious Studies  

● Science GCSE – Triple or Combined Science 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE (Ebacc subject) 
 

Exam qualification and board 

GCSE, AQA (8700)  

 
Aims of the subject 

GCSE English Language is designed on the basis that pupils should read and be assessed on high-

quality, challenging texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. Each text studied represents a 

substantial piece of writing, making significant demands on pupils in terms of content, structure and 

the quality of language. The texts, across a range of genres and types, support pupils in developing 

their own writing by providing effective models. The texts include literature and extended literary non-

fiction, and other writing such as essays, reviews and journalism (both printed and online).  

 
Course description 

● Read fluently, and with good understanding, a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th and 21st 

centuries, including literature and literary non-fiction as well as other writing such as reviews 

and journalism. 

● Read and evaluate texts critically and make comparisons between texts. 

● Summarise and synthesise information or ideas from texts. 

● Use knowledge gained from wide reading to inform and improve their own writing. 

● Write effectively and coherently using Standard English appropriately. 

● Use grammar correctly and punctuate and spell accurately. 

● Acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge and understanding of 

grammatical terminology, and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. 

● Listen to and understand spoken language and use spoken Standard English effectively. 

 
Assessment methods 

Paper 1 – Creating Texts (50% of GCSE) 

Paper 2 – Writers’ Points of View (50% of GCSE) 

Speaking and Listening (non-exam assessment) 

 
Home learning 

Homework includes: 

● Flip learning 

● Essay writing 

● Revision booklets 

● Note-making 

● Research 
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How families can help 

● Please ensure your child has quiet space to work at home. 

● Please spend time checking if homework has been completed.   

● Please direct your child to free websites such as BBC Bitesize and reliable sources on 

YouTube such as Mr Bruff. 

● Please encourage your child to buy revision guides sold by the English Department (or can be 

purchased online from Amazon). 

 
Possible careers 

A solid understanding of the English Language feeds into most careers. However, studying English 

Language at A Level or Degree Level would support careers such as teaching, journalism, becoming 

a novel or playwright. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE GCSE (Ebacc subject) 
 

Exam qualification and board 

GCSE, AQA (8702) 

 
Aims of the subject 

GCSE English Literature encourages pupils to develop knowledge and skills in reading, writing and 

critical thinking. Through literature, pupils have a chance to develop culturally and acquire knowledge 

of the best that has been thought and written whilst also encouraging pupils to read widely for 

pleasure, and as a preparation for studying literature at a higher level. 

 
Course description 

● Read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and make 
connections across their reading. 

● Read in depth, critically and evaluative, so that they are able to discuss and explain their 
understanding and ideas. 

● Develop the habit of reading widely and often. 
● Appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage. 
● Write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard English. 
● Acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other literary 

and linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what they read. 
 
Assessment methods 

Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th century novel (40%) 
Paper 2 – Modern text and Poetry (60%) 
 
Home learning 

Homework includes: Flip learning, essay writing, revision booklets, note-making, research. 

 
How families can help 

● Please ensure your child has quiet space to work at home. 
● Please spend time checking if homework has been completed.  
● Please direct your child to free websites such as BBC Bitesize and reliable sources on 
● YouTube such as Mr Bruff. 
● Please encourage your child to buy revision guides sold by the English Department (or can be 

purchased online from Amazon). 
 
Possible Careers  

A solid understanding of English Literature feeds into most careers; however, studying English 

Literature at A Level or Degree Level would support careers such as teaching, journalism, becoming a 

novelist or playwright. 
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MATHEMATICS GCSE (Ebacc subject) 
 
Exam qualification and board 

GCSE, Pearson Edexcel (1MA1)  

 
Aims of the subject 

Mathematic is at the heart of all of our logical thinking and is central in our problem solving. We are creating 
excellent Mathematicians here at Heathcote this was reflected in our most recent successes in the Mathletes 
competition where our year 10 pupils came in first place for two years  running against some strong opposition 
from schools across East London. We stretch the more able through well thought out lessons and rigorous 
homework to ensure we draw pupils the opportunity to reflect.  At Heathcote we understand that some of our 
pupils approach Maths with some apprehension so we are encouraging resilience through soft landings and 
giving pupils the opportunity to reflect on their weaknesses.  

To ensure our pupils make progress in lessons we: 

 Plan structured lessons that are differentiated and tailored to our learners’ needs. 
 Set challenging homework that builds upon their subject knowledge. 
 Assess pupils over a range of topics and give pupils valuable feedback. 
 Create question level analysis sheets for classes each challenge week. 
 Keep strong links within our community and ensure parents are aware of any changes that have taken 

place and what can be done outside of the lesson to help learners succeed in the subject. 
 There is some teaching in mixed groups within tiers so that all lessons are taught to the level of best 

within that tier.  There is scaffolding and support for those who find aspects of the subject challenging 
so that pupils know how to improve. 

 
Course description 

Two tiers of entry: 

 Higher Tier – (Grades 9-4) – Sets 1-3 sit this paper. 
 Foundation Tier - (Grades 5-1) – Sets 4-7 sit this paper 
 This course is tested with 100% Exam; 3 Papers each lasting 90 minutes each 

               (1 x non calculator paper and 2 x calculator papers) 

 
Assessment methods 

Challenge week assessments take place over the course of the year.  The result of these assessments informs 
our tier changes and intervention.  The new tiered system in place of traditional hierarchical sets allows for 
movement from higher to Foundation and vice versa but limits changes within tiers because pupils are now 
being taught to the same standard within the classes. 

Unit test – pupils are assessed informally in line with the Maths calendar which covers every unit of the KS3 
and GCSE scheme of learning  

Mock exams for Year 11 take place in December and March with a walking talking mock taking place in April of 
their exam year. 

Year 10 complete a mock exam at the end of the year – this assessment alongside our end of unit tests places 
pupils in sets for the beginning of Year 11. 

 
Home learning 
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All homework is set once a week alternating between an online task and a written activity. Homework must be 
recorded in the back of pupils’ books and marked by pupils in lessons. When teachers mark pupils’ work, they 
will receive topic based feedback relating to their strengths and then areas of development. Pupils then must 
evidence that they have acted on this feedback. Diagrams must be drawn in pencil using a ruler where 
appropriate. Homework is recorded on the Google Classroom.  

 
How families can help  

Pupils must have all of their Maths equipment for every lesson. This includes a ruler, protractor/angle 
measurer and Scientific Calculator. Pupils are expected to write in black or blue pen and to draw diagrams in 
pencil. Pupils are not required to bring compasses to school; the Mathematics department will provide this for 
your son/daughter. 

 

 

 

All pupils have access to Mathswatch resources which has a range of video clips both for Key Stage 3 and GCSE 
that covers all the topics on the Curriculum. There are online tests and worksheets that can be used also. 

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle 

Username: ##firstinitial.surname@heathcote  

Password: heathcote 

 
Possible Careers 

Maths is a facilitating subject and the backbone of many University degrees. Outside of the traditional 
Mathematic based subjects, Mathematics is now making up to 10% of non-Maths based courses. 

Careers that require Maths as a prerequisite 

Engineering, Actuary, Data Analyst, Research Scientist, Mathematics Teacher, Maths Lecturer, Meteorologist, 
Software Tester and Film Animation. 

Useful Websites 

https://corbettmaths.com/ 

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html 

https://nrich.maths.org/ 

  

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle
about:blank
https://corbettmaths.com/
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://nrich.maths.org/
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COMBINED SCIENCE GCSE (Ebacc subject) 

 
 
Exam qualification and board 
 
GCSE, AQA 
  
Aims of the subject   

GCSE study in combined science provides the foundations for understanding the material world. 

Pupils should be helped to appreciate how the complex and diverse phenomena of the natural world 

can be described in terms of a small number of key ideas relating to the sciences which are both 

interlinked, and are of universal application. These key ideas include:   

● The use of conceptual models and theories to make sense of the observed diversity of natural 

phenomena;   

● The assumption that every effect has one or more cause;   

● That change is driven by differences between different objects and systems when they interact   

● That many such interactions occur over a distance and over time without direct contact;   

● That science progresses through a cycle of hypothesis, practical experimentation, observation, 

theory development and review;  

● That quantitative analysis is a central element both of many theories and of scientific methods 

of inquiry. 

  
Course description  

The course is taught by following the topic structure described below. 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

- Cell biology 
- Organisation 
- Infection and response 
- Bioenergetics 
- Homeostasis and 
response 
- Inheritance, variation and 

evolution 
- Ecology  
 

- Atomic structure and the 
periodic table 

- Bonding, structure, and 
the properties of matter 

- Quantitative chemistry  
- Chemical changes  
- Energy changes  
- The rate and extent of 

chemical change  
- Organic chemistry  
- Chemical analysis  
- Chemistry of the 
atmosphere  
- Using resources 
 

- Energy  
- Electricity  
- Particle model of matter  
- Atomic structure  
- Forces  
- Waves 
- Magnetism and 
electromagnetism  

 

 
 
Assessment methods  

The qualification is a double award. Double award means the pupils are awarded 2 GCSE grades at 

end of the qualification. It is also linear. Linear means that pupils will sit all their exams at the end of 

the course. 

The final assessment will be comprised of six papers: two Biology, two Chemistry and two Physics. 
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas. 
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There will be a short test in class at the end of every topic (7 for Biology, 10 for Chemistry, and 7 for 
Physics).   
 
Home learning  

The list below includes resources that can be used to support revision, homework and preparation for 

future topics: 

● CGP GCSE Combined Science for AQA 9-1 revision guides (available to purchase from the 
school). 

● Specification for Combined Science: 
● http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464 

 
Study support websites: 

● https://s-cool.co.uk/gcse/biology 
● https://s-cool.co.uk/gcse/chemistry 
● https://s-cool.co.uk/gcse/physics 
● https://www.youtube.com/user/myGCSEscience/playlists?sort=dd&shelf_id=9&view=50 
● https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/z8r997h   
● https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/assessment-

resources 
● Physics & Maths Tutor (physicsandmathstutor.com) 

 
How families can help  

● Provide a quiet room for your child to revise and complete. Ensure that any distracting devices 

(i.e. mobile phones and console game devices) are kept away from this space. 

● Help your child create a realistic revision and homework timetable as soon as possible in the 

course, including rest periods. 

● Purchase the revision guide recommended by the school as soon as possible and encourage 

your child to use it while completing homework and independent revision. 

● When possible, use revision cards to quiz your child before key assessment periods. 

● Monitor the completion of homework by using Google Classroom as well as 

www.educake.co.uk. 

● Discuss the importance of resilience and independence in achieving any long-term academic 

goals. 

  
Possible careers  

Health careers, engineering, architecture, astronomy, research and development, forensic science, 

geology, laboratory technician, teaching. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
http://www.educake.co.uk/
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Religious Studies (short course) 

 
 
Exam qualification and board 
 
GCSE, OCR 
  
NB: All pupils will study the short course initially. 

Depending on application and based on performance, there may be an opportunity to undertake the 

full course but this will require additional learning hours. 

Aims of the subject   

GCSE Religious Studies aims to develop knowledge and understanding of 
religions and non-religious beliefs, such as atheism and humanism. Develop knowledge and 
understanding of 
religious beliefs, teachings and sources of wisdom and authority, including through their 
reading of key religious texts, other texts, and scriptures of the religions they are studying 
The course will help pupils develop the ability to construct well-argued, well-informed, balanced and 
structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of understanding of the subject 
as well as construct well-informed and balanced arguments on matters concerned with religious 
beliefs and values.  
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OPTION SUBJECTS 
 

● Geography GCSE*                                                      

● History GCSE* 

● MFL: French & Spanish GCSE* 

● Art, Craft and Design GCSE 

● Dance GCSE 

● Design and Technology GCSE 

● BTEC Digital Information Technology #Technical Award 

● Drama GCSE 

● Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE  

● Graphic Design GCSE  

● Music GCSE 

● PE GCSE  

● BTEC Health and Social Care 

● BTEC Enterprise #Technical Award 

● Sociology GCSE 

● Textiles and Fashion GCSE 

● NCFE (Sport), Health and Fitness 

 

*Ebacc subjects 
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Geography GCSE (Ebacc subject) 
 

Exam qualification and board 

GCSE (9-1) Geography B, Pearson Edexcel  

Aims of the subject 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable pupils to build on their Key Stage 3 

knowledge and skills to: 

● Develop and extend their knowledge of locations, places, environments and processes, and of 
different scales, including global; and of social, political and cultural contexts (know 
geographical material). 

● Gain understanding of the interactions between people and environments, change in places 
and processes over space and time, and the interrelationship between geographical 
phenomena at different scales and in different contexts (think like a geographer). 

● Develop and extend their competence in a range of skills, including those used in fieldwork, in 
using maps and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) and in researching secondary 
evidence, including digital sources; and develop their competence in applying sound enquiry 
and investigative approaches to questions and hypotheses (study like a geographer). 

● Apply geographical knog, skills and approaches appropriately and creatively to real-world 
contexts, including fieldwork, and to contemporary situations and issues; and develop well-
evidenced arguments, drawing on their geographical knowledge and understanding (applying 
geography). 

 
Course description 

Topic 1: Hazardous Earth 
Topic 2: Development dynamics 
Topic 3: Challenges of an urbanising world 
Topic 4: The UK’s evolving physical landscape – including sub-topics 4A: Coastal change and conflict                 
                 and 4B: River processes and pressures. 
Topic 5: The UK’s evolving human landscape – including a Case Study - Dynamic UK cities. 
Topic 6:  Geographical investigations – including one physical fieldwork investigation and one  
                 fieldwork investigation linked to Topics 4 and 5. 
Topic 7: People and the biosphere 
Topic 8: Forests under threat 
Topic 9: Consuming energy resources 
 

Field Trip  

● Pupils will have the exciting opportunity to attend two field trips that are part of their course. 

(This will entail a cost to cover travel). 

● The field trip covers human and physical Geography themes around Coasts and Urban 

Environments. 

Assessment methods 

Exam paper 1: Global Geographical Issues (includes questions relating to topics 1, 2 & 3) 
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes, 37.5% of the qualification – 94 marks 
 
Exam paper 2: UK Geographical Issues (includes questions relating to topics 4, 5 & 6, urban and 
coastal fieldwork undertaken by pupils is in topic 6) 
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes, 37.5% of the qualification – 94 marks 
 



18 
 

Exam paper 3: People and Environment Issues – Making Geographical Decisions (includes 
questions relating to topics 7, 8 & 9, pupils are provided with a topical resource booklet and should 
use this to undertake decision making questions in the exam) 
 
Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes, 25% of the qualification – 64 marks 
 

Home learning 

Pupils will be given roughly 60 minutes of homework for this subject once a week. Homework will 

always be uploaded to Google Classroom and will come in a variety of forms including; independent 

research, wider reading, exam practice questions, presentations and end of topic revision. 

 
How families can help 

Families are encouraged to discuss current affairs and the latest news with pupils. This broadens their 
geographical awareness and enables them to add context to the topics they study as part of the 
course. It is suggested that families also encourage pupils to acquire a world Atlas, the GCSE 
Edexcel B revision guide/textbook and to subscribe to National Geographic Magazine.  
 

Possible careers  

Journalism, Law, Meteorology, Cartography, Architecture, Geographical information systems officer, 

Diplomacy/The Foreign Office, International Aid/Development worker, Logistics and distribution 

manager, Travel and tourism officer, Aviation/piloting, Nature/conservation officer, Environmental 

officer, Teacher/lecturer, Army, RAF/Ministry of Defence, Local government, The Civil Service, 

Climatologist, Town planner, environmental campaigner, Politician, Civil Servant, Volcanologist etc.  
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History GCSE (Ebacc subject) 
 

Exam qualification and board 

GCSE (9-1) History, Pearson Edexcel 
 
Aims of the subject 

The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable pupils to:  

● Develop and extend their knowledge and understanding of specified key events, periods and 
societies in local, British, and wider world history; and of the wide diversity of human 
experience  

● Engage in historical enquiry to develop as independent learners and as critical and reflective 
thinkers  

● Develop the ability to ask relevant questions about the past, to investigate issues critically and 
to make valid historical claims by using a range of sources in their historical context  

● Develop an awareness of why people, events and developments have been accorded 
historical significance and how and why different interpretations have been constructed about 
them  

● Organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in different ways and 
reach substantiated conclusions. 
 

Course description 

Year 10  

Topic 1: Crime and punishment 1000-present, Whitechapel development study 1870-1900 
Topic 2: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39 
 

Year 11  

Topic 3: The American West c1835-c1895  
Topic 4: Early Elizabethan England 1558-1588 
 

Assessment methods 

Paper 1: 

● Thematic study and historic environment –  
● Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present and Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, 

policing and the inner city. 
 

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes, 30%* of the qualification 52 marks (16 for the historic 

environment, 36 for the thematic study) 

Section A: Historic Environment - pupils answer a question that assesses knowledge plus a two-part 
question based on two provided sources. 
 
Section B: Thematic Study - pupils answer three questions that assess their knowledge and 
understanding. The first two questions are compulsory. For the third question, pupils answer one from 
a choice of two. 
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Paper 2:  

● Period study and British depth study   
● Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88  
● The American West, c1835–c1895 

 
Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 40%* of the qualification 64 marks (32 for the period 

study and 32 for the British depth study) 

Section A: Period study - pupils answer three questions that assess their knowledge and 
understanding. The first two questions are compulsory. For the third question, pupils select two out of 
three parts.  
 
Section B: British depth studies- pupils answer a single three-part question that assesses their 
knowledge and understanding. The first two parts are compulsory. For the third part, pupils select one 
from a choice of two. 
 
Paper 3:  

● Modern depth study - Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 

Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes 30%* of the qualification 52 marks 

Section A: Pupils answer a question based on a provided source and a question that assesses their 
knowledge and understanding.  
 
Section B: Pupils answer a single four-part question, based on two provided sources and two 
provided interpretations. 
 
Home learning 

Families are encouraged to support pupils in their wider reading of the topics we study, using links 
and documents added via Google Classroom.  
 
How families can help 
 
Families are encouraged to buy the revision guide for the course as soon as possible; they are 
available to buy from the school via parent pay. 
 
Possible careers 

Heritage Manager, Historic Buildings Inspector or Conservation Officer, Museum Education Officer, 
Secondary School Teacher/Lecturer, Archaeologist, Archivist, Broadcast Journalist, Civil Servant 
Administrator, Editorial Assistant, Politician’s Assistant, Solicitor, Law, Local government, The Police, 
The Armed Forces,  
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MFL French and Spanish GCSE (Ebacc subject) 
 
GCSE (9-1), Pearson Edexcel 
 
Aims of the subject 

The aims of MFL GCSE study are to develop pupil competence and confidence when communicating 

in the chosen language across the 4 main skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. An ability to 

express oneself in a foreign language is extremely relevant and advantageous when we take into 

account the ever changing society that we live in today. 

Pupils will employ their critical thinking skills, creativity and logic in their study of French or Spanish. 

They will also develop a greater understanding of the language-learning process and key cultural 

aspects of the countries where the language is spoken. 

Language study will add an international dimension to their skills set; which many employers and 
universities consider to be highly desirable. 
 
Course description 

The programme of study is made up of 5 major themes (many of which pupils have met before in their 

previous study), which are subdivided into subthemes or topics: 

● Theme 1 – Identity and Culture   
● Theme 2 – Local area, holiday and travel   
● Theme 3 – School   
● Theme 4 – Future aspirations, study and work   
● Theme 5 – International and global dimension   

 
Assessment methods 
There are two tiers: Higher or Foundation. Pupils will do one or the other tier but not a combination of 
both. 
 
Pupils will be assessed at the end of the course in 4 skills which are equally weighted as follows: 
 

● Paper 1: Listening (25%) 
● Paper 2: Speaking (25%) 
● Paper 3: Reading and translation into English (25%) 
● Paper 4: Writing and translation into the Target Language (25%) 

 
Home Learning 

There will be at least two pieces of homework a week, homework to study and revisit vocabulary and 
grammatical structures which they then apply in written piece of homework or a reading / research or 
flipped learning activity. 
  
How families can help 

Families can support their child through encouraging them to be resilient, motivated and independent 
in their language study. They can remind pupils to keep up to date with their note-taking and 
memorisation of foundational vocabulary: dates, numbers, grammatical structures and to revisit class 
work regularly; learning 8 -10 words per lesson. 
Pupils can also look at the BBC Bitesize websites for French and Spanish, Easy French, Easy Spanish. 
Some pupils have also signed up to Duolinguo which they find helpful and motivationg. 
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Possible careers 

It is considered very strategic to combine the knowledge of a language studied at school with several 

career fields and increasing higher education centres offer courses that combine languages with law, 

business, maths, engineering and so on. 

Journalist, Translator, Interpreter, Diplomatic Service Officer and Politics, International 

Aid/Development Worker, Researcher /Logistics and Distribution Manager, Marketing Executive, 

Teaching and education, Foreign Exchange Trader, Service Industries, Business Entrepreneur, Travel 

Consultant, Lawyer and the legal field. 
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Art, Craft and Design GCSE 

 
 
Exam qualification and board  

GCSE, Pearson Edexcel  

 
Aims of the subject  

Pupils are required to actively engage in the creative process of art, craft and design in order to 

develop as effective and independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring 

minds. 

Art and Design equips pupils with the skills to enjoy, produce and engage with the visual arts 
throughout their lives, and it has immense value as a GCSE subject.  
 

Pupils will learn to: 

● Apply a creative approach to problem solving.  
● Consider and develop original ideas from initiation to realisation.  
● Analyse critically their own work and the work of others.  
● Express individual thoughts and choices confidently.  
● Take risks, experiment and learn from mistakes. 

 

Course description 

Component 1: Personal Portfolio (Coursework) 

Year 10: “Identity” project. 
               “Revolution” project.  
Year 11: “Architecture and Abstraction” project. 
 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (Exam) 

Year 11: A title is set by the exam board in January.   

 

Assessment methods 

The assessment consists of two components:  

Component 1: Personal Portfolio (Coursework) - 60% of total GCSE (Completed in Year 10 and up 
to          January in Year 11).  
 

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (Exam) - 40% of total GCSE (completed January to April in 
Year 11). 

● Sketchbook preparatory work 
● 10 hours to make the final piece (under exam conditions) 

 

Home learning 

The course requires pupils to work on their sketchbook at home or in the art room after school.  
Pupils will need to research artists and concepts, annotate their work, present their artwork and make 
additional experiments in different media in order to develop their idea. 
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How families can help 

Provide a space for your child to work at home or encourage them to stay in the art room one day a 
week after school to improve their coursework. Discuss their ideas with them and encourage them to 
take creative risks. Take them to art galleries or museums to inspire them and enrich their research.  
 

Possible careers 

Artist, Illustrator, Graphic Designer, Gallery Curator, Architect, Fashion Designer, Photographer, Art 
Therapist, Art Teacher, Art Auctioneer, Museum Archivist/Conservator, Arts Administrator, Gallery 
Assistant, Film Maker/Editor, Set Designer, Make-up Artist. 
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Enterprise for Business BTEC 

 
 
Exam qualification and board   

BTEC Level 2, Pearson Btec 

 
Aims of the subject  

All businesses need enterprising employees to drive their organisations forward, to have ideas and 

initiatives to instigate growth, and to ensure that businesses survive in this fast-changing world. 

Enterprise is a key government focus and is set to form an important part of the UK’s global economic 

status. Enterprise skills provide a fantastic progression pathway into a number of roles in an 

organisation and are transferable into all businesses. Study of this sector at Key Stage 4 will 

complement GCSE study through providing an opportunity for practical application alongside 

conceptual study. There are also strong opportunities for post-16 progression in this sector. 

 
Course description 
 
The award gives pupils the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical 

learning environment. The focus is on the knowledge; understanding and skills required to research, 

plan, pitch and review an enterprise idea that includes:  

● Development of key skills that prove aptitude in planning an enterprise activity, including 

market research, carrying out financial transactions, communication and problem solving. 

● Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, such as the features and characteristics of 

enterprises and entrepreneurs, and the internal and external factors that can affect the 

performance of an enterprise. 

● Attitudes and ways of working that are considered most important for enterprise, including 

monitoring and reflecting on performance of an enterprise idea and own use of skills. 

Assessment methods 

Component 1 (30%): 
● Exploring Enterprises, internal assessment: pupils will complete (i) a written report 

investigating a small to medium enterprise, (ii) a presentation on a range of market research 
methods; and, (iii) an article for a news magazine or local newspaper on the success of a 
small to medium enterprise. 
 

Component 2 (30%): 
● Planning for and Pitching an Enterprise Activity, internal assessment: students will complete (i) 

a micro-enterprise plan; (ii) a presentation on their plan; and, (iii) a written review. 
 

Component 3 (40%): 
● Promotion and Finance for Enterprise, external synoptic: 2-hour assessment, 60 marks 

 

Home Learning 
 
Formal homework will be set by each teacher at least once per week on Google Classroom. Pupils 
should be prepared to revise for their Component 3 exam in Year 11. All resources, including exam 
practice activities, are uploaded for students’ independent study time. 
 
 
How families can help 
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Buy the revision guides from Parent Mail and to check Google Classroom weekly. 
 
Possible careers 
 
Accountant, Advertising, Media Buyer, Bank manager, Management Consultancy. 
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Dance  GCSE 

 
Exam board and qualification  

GCSE, AQA 

 
Aims of the subject:  

The AQA Dance specification has been designed to be a practical, engaging and creative 

specification for pupils to study. It will provide opportunities to understand and create dance both from 

a practical and analytical point of view. Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages 

pupils to develop their creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous 

experience in the subject. This specification recognises the role of dance in young people’s lives and 

pupils will study a range of dance styles and style fusions. Apart from the solo performance, they can 

choose any style in which to perform and choreograph, providing it meets the assessment criteria. 

The study of the anthology of professional works will develop their ability to critically appraise 

professional dance works and provide a springboard for engaging in practical tasks. The Dance 

GCSE course is 40% written examination, 30% performance and 30% choreography. 

 
Course description: 

● Apply knowledge and understanding of dance when choreographing, performing and responding 
to set works. 

● Study of the works can inspire pupils to develop their own performance, creative and 
choreographic practice, at the same time as the knowledge, understanding and analytical skills 
required for critical appreciation. 

● Develop a range of performance and choreography skills and apply them to create performances 
● Work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas 
● Develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective pupils able to make informed choices in 

process and performance. 
● Contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance reflect on and evaluate their own work and 

that of others. 
● Develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes undertaken in 

contemporary professional theatre practice. 
● Theatre trips and practical workshops. 
● Theory lessons and exam intervention. 
 
Assessment methods 

Component 1: Performance and Choreography 

Non-exam assessment: internally marked and externally moderated. 
 
Solo Performance  
Pupils must learn how to perform as a solo dancer for approximately one minute. In conjunction with 
the pupil, the teacher selects two set phrases for each pupil to perform as a soloist, from the choice of 
four set by AQA.  
 
The titles of the set phrases are as follows:  
● breathe  
● flux  
● shift  
● scoop 
 
Assessment of the solo performance will focus on the pupil's ability to demonstrate application of:  
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● physical skills and attributes safely during performance 
● technical skills accurately and safely during performance  
● expressive skills  
● mental skills and attributes during performance 
 
Duet/Trio performance 
Pupils must learn how to perform as part of a duet/trio dance. The action, dynamic and spatial 
elements of the remaining two set phrases from the choice of four set by AQA must be developed to 
generate dance content for the duet/trio performance and to realise the chosen choreographic intent. 
The final performance for assessment must clearly reflect the defined choreographic intent, and 
ensure coverage of the performance content in a duet/trio context.  
 
This must include:  
• opportunities for pupils to demonstrate the additional knowledge, skills and understanding specific to 
duet/trio performances ie relationship content, musicality and sensitivity to other dancers  
• opportunities for pupils to demonstrate safe practice at a challenging level, eg physical contact and 
interaction with other dancers, elevations, moving into and out of the floor at speed  
• an appropriate aural setting.  
 
Assessment of the duet/trio performance will focus on each pupils' ability to demonstrate application 
of:  
● physical skills and attributes safely during performance 
● technical skills accurately and safely during performance 
● expressive skills  
● mental skills and attributes during performance. 
 
Choreography 
Pupils must learn how to respond creatively to an externally set stimulus, to choreograph their own 
complete dance.  
 
The dance created must be either:  
● a solo dance  
or  
● a group for two to five dancers. 
● can be in any style or style fusion(s) 
 
The pupil is not required to perform in their choreographed dance but may do so if they wish. 
Learners must write a Programme note of approximately 120–150 words 
 
Component 2: Dance Appreciation  

Written examination. 

Section A – Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing skills 
Section B – Critical appreciation of own work  
Section C – Critical appreciation of professional works 
 
Through written communication and use of appropriate terminology, pupils must be able to critically 
analyse, interpret and evaluate their own work in performance and choreography and demonstrate 
their knowledge and understanding of professional practice in the six set works in the GCSE Dance 
Anthology. 
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Pupils must study all six works in their entirety and be prepared to describe, analyse, interpret, 
evaluate and reflect on the works in response to short answer and extended writing questions 
 
Home learning 

Pupils should be prepared to revise for their final exam. They will be taught all dances needed for 

performance component. However, for choreography watching videos & examples of movement will 

help increase understanding & ideas. They will need to spend time learning dances and rehearsing 

when they are at home Using the dance space after school, assisting in year 11 choreography & 

attending dance lessons outside if possible. Throughout the two-year course they will also be given 

written homework to practise using dance vocabulary to analyse and evaluate set works.  

 
How families can help 

Families can help when the pupil is rehearsing performance by acting as an audience member to help 

build confidence when they are rehearsing at home. It is also extremely valuable to take your children 

to the theatre; the more live theatre makers they watch the more inspired they will feel. This will also 

help them when it comes to learning to evaluate set works and own performance for their final exam.  

 
Possible careers 

Dance doesn’t just teach a pupil how to perform and choreograph, more importantly it teaches life 

skills that can be transferable to any chosen career. It builds confidence and teaches pupils 

communication skills, empathy, and sympathy. Some specific jobs that the subject directly links to 

are: 

● Arts administrator 

● Community arts worker 
● Dance movement psychotherapist 
● Dancer 
● Personal trainer 
● Theatre director 
● Dance marketer 
● Costume designer 

 

 

 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/arts-administrator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-arts-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/dance-movement-psychotherapist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/dancer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/personal-trainer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/theatre-director
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Design and Technology GCSE 

Exam Qualification and Board  

GCSE, AQA 

Aims of the Subject  

Pupils who study this subject will increase their employability by learning skills that prepare them for 

an increasingly technological world. Design and Technology pupils enjoy their GCSE experience as 

they have an opportunity to learn by doing. Making your own product is very rewarding and it shows a 

skills-set that goes beyond a theoretical understanding of the world. This subject will provide pupils 

with an experience that is different from any other GCSE and will show potential employers or 

universities that they are well-rounded and skilful individuals who can achieve real-world outcomes. 

Course Description 

The course begins with pupils making two high-quality products using different materials; enjoying a 

practical experience that will challenge and stimulate them.  

Having enjoyed the unique practical experience that Design and Technology provides, pupils move 

onto their main project where they have the opportunity to research, design and make their own 

product and compliment this working outcome with a portfolio showcasing their design journey. 

Assessment Methods 

Coursework: The portfolio will include analysis, research, design, planning and evaluation pages 

showing how pupils achieved their made outcome. Coursework is worth 50% of the final grade. 

Examination: A single 2-hour exam will be completed by pupils on core technical principles, 

specialist principles and design and making practices. 

 Home Learning  

Encouraging independent learning is a key aim of Design and Technology pupils as it is an important 

life-skill and will help them to achieve great things in life. If pupils wish to go onto university, achieve 

an apprenticeship or take on roles of responsibility at work, being self-motivated and capable of 

working towards your own goals is an aspect of learning pupils will gain from choosing this GCSE. 

How families can help  

Providing feedback on your child’s work as they create and develop their ideas is a really useful 

approach to support as it will enable your child to reflect on their ideas and work toward meeting the 

needs of a target client; finding solutions to potential problems. 

Possible Careers  

Product Designer, Architect, Industrial Engineer, Furniture Maker, Equipment Manufacturer, Inventor, 

Merchandise Purchaser, Project Developer, Mechanic, Facilities Manager, Buyer. 
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Digital Information Technology BTEC 

 

Exam qualification and board 
 
BTEC Level 2, Pearson  
 
Aims of the subject 

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology, is for pupils who 

want to acquire technical knowledge and technical skills through vocational contexts by studying the 

knowledge, understanding and skills related to data management, data interpretation, data 

presentation and data protection as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. The qualification recognises 

the value of learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs. The 

qualification will broaden the pupils experience and understanding of the varied progression options 

available to them. 

 
Course description 

The Award gives pupils the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical 

learning environment. The main focus is on four areas of equal importance, which cover the:  

● Development of key skills that prove your aptitude in digital information technology, such as 

project planning, designing and creating user interfaces, creating dashboards to present and 

interpret data  

● Process that underpins effective ways of working in digital information technology, such as project 

planning, the iterative design process, cyber security, virtual teams, legal and ethical codes of 

conduct  

● Attitudes that are considered most important in digital information technology, including personal 

management and communication   

● Knowledge that underpins effective use of skills, process and attitudes in the sector such as how 
different user interfaces meet user needs, how organisations collect and use data to make 
decisions, virtual workplaces, cyber security and legal and ethical issues. This Award 
complements the learning in GCSE programmes such as GCSE in Computer Science by 
broadening experience and skills participation in different type of performance activities with the 
opportunity to practically apply your knowledge and skills, through project work such as 
developing ideas and performing for specific audiences. 

 
Assessment methods 
 
Component 1: 

● Exploring user interface design principles and project planning techniques. 

● Internally assessed assignment 30% of the total course. 

Component 2: 

● Collecting, presenting and interpreting data. 

● Internally assessed assignment 30% of the total course. 

Component 3: 

● Effective Digital working practices. 

● Externally assessed exam 40% of the total course. 
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Home learning 

Formal homework will be set by each teacher at least once per week. 
 
How families can help 

Buy the revision guides from Parent Mail and to check Google Classroom weekly. 
 
Possible careers 

IT Support, IT Technician,  IT Analyst Programmer, Web Developer 
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Drama GCSE 

 
 
Exam qualification and board 
 
GCSE, Eduqas 
 

Aims of the subject 
 
The Eduqas GCSE Drama specification has been designed to be a practical, engaging and creative 

specification for pupils to study. It will provide opportunities to understand and create drama both from 

a practical and analytical point of view. Pupils are asked to explore ideas, meanings and to 

communicate to an audience through informed individual artistic intentions. The main purpose of this 

qualification is to allow pupils to study drama in an academic setting, interrogating this art form and 

applying their knowledge and understanding to the process of creating and developing drama and to 

their own performance and written work. The Drama GCSE course is 40% written examination, 40% 

devising and written evaluation and 20% scripted performance. 

 
Course description 

● Apply knowledge and understanding when making, performing and responding to drama. 
● Explore performance texts, understanding their social, cultural and historical context including the 

theatrical conventions of the period in which they were created (a performance text is one that has 
been written specifically for theatrical performance). 

● Develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to create performances. 
● Work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas. 
● Develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective pupils able to make informed choices in 

process and performance. 
● Contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance reflect on and evaluate their own work and 

that of others. 
● Develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes undertaken in 

contemporary professional theatre practice. 
● Theatre trips and practical workshops. 
● Theory lessons and exam intervention. 
 
Assessment methods: 

Component 1: Devising Theatre - Marked in school and externally moderated. 

● Pupils participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre 
based on either the work of a theatre practitioner or a genre in response to a stimulus set by 
Eduqas/WJEC. 

● Pupils will complete a portfolio of supporting evidence 
● Pupils complete a written evaluation of the devised performance under formal supervision  
● Pupils will be assessed on either acting or design 
● Pupils work in groups of between two and five performers.  
● Up to four additional learners, each working on a different design skill, may work with each 

performing group.  
 

Component 2: Performing Theatre - Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting 

examiner 

● Learners participate in a performance based on two 10 minute extracts from a performance 
text of their own choice. 
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● Learners will be assessed on either acting or design  
● Learners work in groups of between two and four performers.  
● Up to two additional learners, each working on a different design skill, may work with each 

performing 
 

 
Component 3: Interpreting Theatre - Written examination  

Section A: Set Text: A series of questions on ‘Noughts & Crosses’ the set text which is explored as an 
actor, designer and director 
  
Section B: Live Theatre Review One question, from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation 
of one live theatre production seen during the course.  

 
 
Home learning 

Pupils should be prepared to revise for their final exam. They will be given a copy of the script needed 

for Component 2 as they will need to spend time learning lines and rehearsing when they are at 

home. They will need to purchase the script for Component 3. Throughout the two-year course they 

will also be given written homework to practise using drama vocabulary to analyse and evaluate.  

 
How families can help  

Families can help when the pupil is rehearsing for Component 2 by acting as an audience member to 

help build confidence when they are rehearsing at home. It is also extremely valuable to take your 

children to the theatre, the more live theatre makers they watch the more inspired they will feel. This 

will also help them with it comes to learning to evaluate live theatre for their final exam.  

Ensure work is up to date with coursework on google classroom or devising ideas 

 
Possible careers: 

Drama doesn’t just teach a pupil how to act, more importantly it teaches life skills that can be 

transferable to any chosen career. It builds confidence and teaches pupils public speaking skills, 

communication skills, empathy, sympathy and much more. Some specific jobs that the subject directly 

links to are: Teaching and Lecturing, Public service, Managers and board directors, Actor, Director, 

Producer/Writer, Stage Management, Costume Design ,Lighting and Sound Design, Drama Therapist, 

Stage Make-Up Artist 
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Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE 

 

Exam qualification and board  

GCSE, WJEC 

 
Aims of the subject  

Pupils will gain knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply the principles of food 

science, nutrition and healthy eating. It encourages pupils to cook, enables them to make informed 

decisions about food and nutrition and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be able to feed 

themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. 

 
Course description  

Pupils will complete a series of practical tasks that have been designed to prepare pupils for their 

NEA tasks as set by the exam board. 

 

Pupils will also complete a range of investigations and reports that focus on the principles of 

nutritional food preparation and pupils will enjoy the challenges that test their scientific understanding 

of these fundamental principles. 

 

Assessment methods 
 
Component 1: Principles of food preparation and nutrition is a written examination that is 1 hour 45 

minutes in length and is 50% of the qualification. 

 
Component 2: Food preparation and nutrition in action is a non-exam assessment (NEA) and is split 

into two sections with the first assessment taking 8 hours to complete with the second requiring 12 

hours. This section of the course is worth 50% of the qualification. 

 
Home learning  

Pupils will be given the opportunity to investigate existing food product examples and learn how to 

select key ingredients for nutritional benefit. Research tasks will also enable pupils to take their study 

of this subject further through specific challenges relating to sourcing, costing and ethical food choice 

factors. 

 
How families can help  

Provide pupils with the opportunity to taste, touch, see and smell a range of different dishes and 

ingredients at home and experience different dishes when preparing family meals or going to a 

restaurant. 

 
Possible careers 
 
Chef, Food Technologist, Farmer, Food Lawyer, Restaurant Critic, Health Coach, Personal Trainer, 
Food Hygienist, Food Journalist, Restaurant Manager, Baker, Beverage Inspector, Pastry Artist, 
Hospitality Manager, B&B Owner. 
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Graphic Design GCSE 

Exam Qualification and Board  

GCSE, AQA 

Aims of the Subject  

When you finish this course, you will have a portfolio to be proud of with design ideas, models and 

computer-aided designs that will impress and inspire the development of new ideas. As a society we 

are influenced by what we see and hear so the importance of Graphic Design is huge and has a 

significant bearing on the consumer decisions we make. We aim to make you aware of why 

consumers buy particular products and how to influence customers through brand identity.  

Course Description  

Pupils will make a series of interesting products that are visually appealing with the express aim of 

attracting potential customers. You will enjoy lots of opportunities to design and make new products 

and create advertising campaigns to promote your new innovative idea.  

Following on from the fun, exciting and enjoyable practical work done in year 10, pupils will be given 

the opportunity to develop a major project of their choice working within a specific context to achieve 

that unique product never seen before that inspires and appeals to a target audience. 

Assessment Methods 

Coursework: 50% of your final grade will come from what you produce for your coursework. You will 

be required to produce a 2-page portfolio of research, analysis, planning and design work alongside a 

made product to show your ability to create a new concept that appeals to your target client. 

Examination: A single 2-hour exam will test your knowledge and understanding of materials, 

manufacturing processes, design principles and sustainable product development. 

 Home Learning  

The vast majority of your homework tasks will focus on design and display work. It is vital that you 

develop skills in design communication and understand how shape, colour, layout and proportion can 

be used to convey a particular message to target the commercial interests of various audiences. 

How families can help  

Discuss the commercial influences of our time by looking at advertisements and discussing why they 

use certain approaches to influence consumers. Visit museums, watch commercials, analyse 

packaging and appreciate together the design of visual products found in homes and shops. 

Possible Careers  

Interior Designer, Marketing Executive, Photographer, Retail Manager, Landscape Artist, Art Director, 

Packaging Auditor, Publisher, Author, Museum Curator, Procurement Officer. 
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Music GCSE 

 
Exam qualification and board  

GCSE, OCR 

 
Aims of the subject  

The OCR GCSE Music specification has been designed to be a practical, engaging and creative 

specification for pupils to study. It will provide opportunities to perform compose and analyse music in 

a variety of styles and genres.  

Pupils are encouraged to be creative and to broaden their musical horizons and understanding with 

areas of study that inspire and challenge. The qualification is designed to appeal to, and cater for, a 

wide range of interests, instruments, personalities and directions. Pupils will study diverse and 

traditional fields through 5 areas of study that will develop their interest and enthusiasm in all aspects 

of their musical heritage. 

 
Course Description 

● Apply knowledge and understanding of music when performing, composing and listening to 
music. 

● Explore areas of study, understanding their social, cultural and historical context including the 
conventions of the time period in which they were composed. 

● Development of theory knowledge through performance and composition. 
● Develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to compose and analyse music. 
● Work collaboratively to create ensemble performances. 
● Develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective pupils.  

              reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others. 
 

Assessment Methods 

Performance (30%)  

● Pupils will perform 2 pieces of music on an instrument of their choice. This will consist of one 
solo performance and one ensemble (group) performance with a combined total of 4 minutes. 
Both pieces are of the pupil’s choice. 

● Performances will have 12 marks available for technical control, 12 marks available for 
expression, interpretation and ensemble awareness and 6 marks for the difficulty of the piece. 
Each term pupils will have a mock performance. 

 
Composition (30%) 

● Pupils will compose 2 pieces of music with a combined duration of 3 minutes. The first 
composition will be a free composition with the pupil being able to choose any style or genre 
they would like. The second composition will be to a brief set by the exam board. Typically this 
will use a set of words, chord sequence or note pattern. 

● Compositions are marked out of 30. Pupils are assessed on their ability to develop musical 
ideas, use conventions and techniques, explore the potential of musical structures and 
resources, use of musical elements. Each week pupils are given regular feedback to improve. 
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Listening Exam (40%)  
● Pupils will study music from the following 4 different areas of study that they will learn about 

throughout both years 10 and 11, AOS2 – The Concerto Through Time, AOS3 – World Music, 
AOS4 – Film Music and AOS5 – Conventions of Pop (1950 to present day). 

 
● Pupils will sit a 1 hour 30 minute exam at the end of the course. This will consist of a variety of 

shorter 1 mark answers to extended writing 9 mark answers. Each term pupils will have a 
mock exam. 
 

Home Learning 

Pupils will be set weekly homework; this will often involve research topics, performance practice, 

composition ideas, presentations and listening diaries. 

 
How families can help  

Families can help by ensuring pupils are undertaking regular practice of their chosen instrument and 

ensuring that homework is being done. Instrumental Lessons will be essential in helping ensure that 

pupils make the most progress possible. 

As please note that students would have had to of had prior instrumental lessons in order to 

successfully enroll in music.   

 
Possible careers 

● Music Teacher (Classroom) 

● Instrumental Teacher 

● Music Industry (Sony/Universal etc.)  

● Musician/Recording Artist 

● Music Producer 

● Sound Engineer/Technician 
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BTEC Health and Social Care 

  
 

Exam qualification and board  

BTEC, Pearson 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care-2022.html 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care-2022.html
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PE GCSE 

  
 
Exam qualification and board  

GCSE, Edexcel 

 
Aims of the subject 

● Give you a clear understanding of the importance of a balanced, active and healthy lifestyle.    
● Enable you to explain specific changes that occur in the body as a result of regular exercise.  
● Identify potential barriers to exercise and the impact a lack of activity can have on the body.    
● Develop and refine sporting ability an understanding of the key components of 

successful performance.  
 
Course description  

Pupils study a broad academic syllabus which is broken down into four components; Fitness and 

Body Systems; Health and Performance; Practical Performance and a Personal Exercise Programme 

(PEP). Practical and theoretical lessons are delivered and it is expected that students already play 

a range of sports or at least one sport to a high level outside of school. 

 

Assessment methods 

Component 1: Fitness and Body Systems   
Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes (90 marks)  

36%  

Component 2: Health and Performance   
Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes (70 marks)  

24%  

Component 3: Practical Performance   
Internally marked and externally moderated (30 marks per activity)  

30%  

Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme (PEP) (20 marks)  
This component is internally assessed and externally moderated.   
Pupils will be assessed in activities in at least one individual and one team 
sport.  Pupils will be further assessed through a written analysis and evaluation of 
their personal performance in one of their chosen activities.  

10%  

 
Home learning  

Weekly homework will be set by the class teacher to support learning in the classroom. Furthermore, 

practical tasks relating back to the coursework aspect will be set to be completed outside of the 

classroom. Participation in sport outside of school (at grass route or club level) should also occur on a 

weekly basis.   

 
How families can help  

Ensure that your child is completing tasks set at home. Praise your child to raise their self-esteem and 

help your child to see the relevant link between the qualification and future careers. Help to engage 

your child in the world of sport and leisure through attending/watching/taking part in local and national 

sporting events. 
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Possible Careers  

A qualification in GCSE PE will give you access and an opportunity to do further studies at Level 3 

through ‘A’ Level in Physical Education or the BTEC National in Sport. Due to the scientific nature of 

the subject, there are also close links to biology and psychology.  

There are endless employment opportunities in the sporting industry. The course also starts to equip 
learners with knowledge around the health and fitness and leisure industry. The core skills developed 
on the course, such as; teamwork and leadership are highly desired in many workplaces. Future 
careers, could be, but are not limited to; a Sports Scientist, Sports Psychologist, Physiotherapy, Athlete, 
School Games Organiser, Sports Coach, Teacher, Personal Trainer. 
 

Pupils should be aware that GCSE Physical Education involves rigorous academic study as well as 
good all-round sporting ability. Regular and sustained participation in a number of sports inside and 
outside of school is a distinct advantage.  
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NCFE (Sport), Health and Fitness 

 
Exam qualification and board  

NCFE (Sport), Health and Fitness 

 
Aims of the subject 

This qualification provides learners with an understanding of the sports sector to either start a career 

in sport, leisure or fitness, or to progress within employment in the sector. It may also be suitable for 

pupils who would like to further their understanding and progress to the next level of employment or 

learning (6th form). 

The Level 2 Technical Award in Health and Fitness is designed for learners who want an introduction 

to sports studies that includes a vocational and project-based element. The qualification will appeal to 

pupils who wish to pursue a career in the sports industry or progress onto further study. This 

qualification is designed to match the rigour and challenge of GCSE study. The qualification is graded 

at level 1 pass, merit, distinction and level 2 pass, merit, distinction and distinction* (equivalent to 

GCSE grades 8.5 to 1). 

 
Course description 

Pupils study the eight different units below: 

• Structure and function of body systems 

• Effects of health and fitness activities on the body 

•Health and fitness and the components of fitness  

• Principles of training 5. Testing and developing components of fitness  

• Impact of lifestyle on health and fitness  

• Applying health and fitness analysis and setting goals  

• Structure of a health and fitness programme and how to prepare safely 

Assessment methods 

The course is heavily (60%) assessed via coursework (Non Examined Assessment). Therefore, pupils 

who are taking this option need to be able to meet key deadlines throughout the two years. The 

coursework will assess the pupil’s ability to effectively draw together their knowledge, understanding 

and skills from across the whole course content. They will create a portfolio of evidence which should 

allow the learner to respond to a real-life situation that they may face when in employment.  

The final 40% of the course is a written exam. This is marked out of 80 marks and the exam lasts 1 

hour 30 minutes. Within this assessment there are multiple choice questions, short and extended 

answer questions.  

 

Home learning 



43 
 

Weekly homework will be set by the class teacher to support learning in the classroom. Furthermore, 

practical tasks relating back to the coursework aspect will be set to be completed outside of the 

classroom. 

 

How families can help  

Ensure that your child is completing tasks set at home. Praise your child to raise their self-esteem and 

help your child to see the relevant link between the qualification and future careers. Help to engage 

your child in the world of sport and leisure through attending/watching/taking part in local and national 

sporting events. 

 

Possible Careers 

A qualification in Health and Fitness will give you access and opportunity to do further studies at 6th 

form. Both the A Level and/or the BTEC National in Sport course are available at Heathcote 6th Form. 

There are endless employment opportunities in the sporting industry. The course also starts to equip 
learners with knowledge around the health and fitness and leisure industry. Future careers could be, 
but are not limited to; a Sports Scientist, Sports Psychologist, Physiotherapy, Athlete, School Games 
Organiser, Sports Coach, Teacher, Personal Trainer. 
 

Pupils should be aware that the NCFE Technical qualification requires pupils to be organised and an 
ability to work to deadlines.  Regular and sustained participation in a number of sports inside and outside 
of school is a distinct advantage.  
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Textiles and Fashion GCSE 

 

Exam Qualification and Board  

GCSE, AQA 

Aims of the Subject  

Everyone is impacted by the Textiles and Fashion industry as we all need clothing, soft-furnishings, 

toys and the many other products that are sewn-together. Consider the clothing you wear; its style, 

durability, feel and fit and then choose to learn all about this by studying Textiles and learning about 

the fashion industry. Our aim is to expose pupils to the complexities of textile manufacturing and 

provide them with an opportunity to explore different designs, brands and logos of various eras. 

Course Description  

You will begin this course with an opportunity to make a range of textile products from the soft-

furnishing, fashion and toy industry. You will have great opportunities to make lots of products! 

 

 The second part of your course will require you to complete a major project of your choice leading to 

a final made product accompanied by a made product, contributing to 50% of your final grade. 

 Assessment Methods 

 Coursework: Your coursework has two parts to it; a product prototype and a 25-page portfolio 

showing your analysis, research, planning, evaluation and design ideas. 

 Examination: You will sit a 2-hour exam that will test your ability to know and understand materials, 

tools and processes. You will spend 1 lesson per week learning the subject theory for this course. 

 Home Learning  

We will ask you to develop your creative ability with a series of design activities that are supported by 

research, analysis and planning activities. You will enjoy seeing your work displayed and feeling a 

sense of achievement as you develop your portfolio of work to take onto sixth form and a degree. 

How families can help  

Go shopping together! Learn by seeing and experiencing existing products from large fashion and 

retail outlets such as Primark, John Lewis and the multitude of shopping centres in London. You can 

also discuss ideas on product development and provide feedback on your child’s design ideas. 

Possible Careers  

Fashion Designer, Machinist, Fabric Technologist, Purchaser, Display Auditor, Showroom Curator, 

Screen Printer, Medical Textiles Developer, Sports Textiles Inventor, Sales Administrator, Retailer. 
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Pathway forms 

 

 

 

Below are sample pathway forms and option blocks for the relevant pathways 

You will complete these in person on Thursday 20th April at the options 

selection evening 

PLEASE NOTE these are not necessarily the actual blocks as 

this will be determined based on numbers of pupils selecting 

subjects from the straw poll taken in February. 

It is important to point out though that there will always be subjects that are not 

compatible in terms of being in the same blocks. This will mean difficult 

decisions, but where possible we try to make the blocks as balanced as we can. 

E.G if the blocks looked like this  

Option block A Option Block B Option Block C Option Block D 

Information Technology Music Sociology  Business 

-- Drama --  

 Art   

Dance Sociology  Physical Education 
(GCSE) 

 

You could not take art and music as they both fall in the same block.  

This is just a hypothetical example 
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Pathway 4: Prince’s Trust 

You will do the  Princes Trust plus any 3 options subjects from the list 

below* 

*all options are subject to blocking combinations 

Geography GCSE                                                      
History GCSE 
French  
Spanish 
Art GCSE 
Dance GCSE 
Drama GCSE 
Music GCSE 
PE GCSE  
DT - Food & Nutrition GCSE  
DT - Design and Technology GCSE 
DT – Product Design GCSE 
DT – Textiles GCSE 

Enterprise for Business BTEC  
BTEC Digital Information Technology 
BTEC Health and Social Care 
NCFE (Sport), Health and Fitness 
DSD Support 
Possible additional community  language* 
 

 

 

 
 


