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Inside this issue Transition Building 

Officially Opened 

Investing in schools for our growing population 
  

A brand new £8.5 million block for 11 and 12 year old pupils at Heathcote 
Secondary school in Chingford is the latest facility to open as part of an            
extensive school expansion programme. The Year 7 building has eleven 
classrooms, two science labs, a ‘food-tech’ room and an assembly hall which 
will also serve as a cafeteria. Council Leader Clare Coghill, who officially 
opened the block, was welcomed by pupils playing steel drums. She said: 
“This exciting new building will surely help inspire children to get the most 
out of their education at Heathcote Secondary School - but the work 
doesn’t stop here. We’re investing across the   borough to ensure all 70,000 
children in Waltham Forest have the very best chances in life.” So far, other 
secondary schools where facilities have been extended include Eden Girls’ 
School and Willowfield Humanities College. Eight classrooms and a Learning 
Resource Centre have just been completed at Holy Family Catholic School & 
Sixth Form, increasing capacity at its two sites by 240 places. Construction 
on two further classrooms and a sports hall will continue over the next two 
years. There has also been expansion work benefitting younger pupils at 
Chingford Hall and Mayville primary schools while there will also be room 
for 210 more children at Parkside Primary from September 2018. In                 
addition, a joint initiative between Waltham Forest Council and the                
Education and Skills Funding Agency has seen an old dining hall at the Jenny 
Hammond Primary School making way for new facilities including a new 
kitchen, multipurpose hall and a classroom block. Overall, as the borough’s 
population continues to grow, the current expansion programme will                 
ultimately provide 1,000 extra primary places at existing schools with 300 
extra places at secondary schools. 
  

Republished with kind permission from Waltham Forest News. 
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Title 
A Message from the Head 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

And so we have made it to the end of the first term of the 2017-18 academic year and we can already 
look back on some amazing achievements. Thank you to all those staff, pupils and parents that have                       
contributed to making this school an even better place to be and who have followed our vision to 
‘Encourage, Challenge and Succeed’. At this time of year, we always look back and reflect and this year – 
both locally and nationally- we have seen a number of challenges and tragedies. I hope, here at                         
Heathcote, as we move into a new year, we can all continue to work positively together to build a brighter future and safer 
community for us all; one where tolerance and diversity are at the heart of everything we do. 
 

On page 29 is the list of staff changes. We say farewell to a small number of staff and thank them for their hard work and wish 
them well in their next steps, as well as welcoming some new staff and some promotions for existing staff. 
 
There will be some other significant staff changes to support school improvement between now and September and further 
details will follow. 
 
It is difficult to know what to highlight as the events of the term but here is a flavour of what our pupils have achieved, much 
of which you can read about in this newsletter: 
 

 Sports teams who not only win week in and week out but also show the highest standards of sportsmanlike behaviour. 
Last week, at the end of a hugely successful term, the Year 10/11 girls won the Waltham Forest Girls Football league. 
The PE department are also looking forward to introducing a new PE kit later in the year. 

 An amazing end of year Art display highlighting work from pupils of all years. 

 A brilliant Winter Showcase which highlighted the talent of our musical pupils both vocally and instrumentally. Hard to 
find a highlight but I am still thinking about Jasmin’s amazing composing talent, Matthew’s wonderful rendition of                 
Adele’s ‘When We Were Young’ (As Simon Cowell always says, Adele songs are very hard to sing!) and Leleese’s flute 
solo. 

 Money donated to various charities including Children in Need and over £1000 raised for the London Air Ambulance. 

 Challenging STEM (Science, technology, Engineering and Maths) activities including a Superhero competition and visits 
to various events. 

 The opening of the new Transition building by Clare Coghill, Leader of the Council and the brilliant steel pans in the 
background. 

 A record number of interviews at Oxford and Cambridge. 
 
Year 11 have dealt with their Mocks well on the whole and need to ensure they learn from what went well and how they can 
improve ready for the Summer exams. These results are not only crucial to the school but also to ensure that our pupils have 
the bright futures they deserve whether they are staying here or going elsewhere. We would really recommend pupils          
considering staying here as the Sixth Form has been recognised externally as ‘excellent’ provision and pupils gain outstanding 
results. Please talk to Mr McCarney if you need further information. 
 
This has been an interesting, exciting and challenging first term as Headteacher. There are many great things at the school but 
there is also much work to be done to make this school the best it can be - where all children, whatever their background, 
reach their potential and everyone is safe and happy. I am however  very proud to be leading this school and know that       
everyone in the school community will work very hard to achieve even greater things. More details are in the end of term 
letter sent via Parent Mail. 
 
I wish you all a very happy holiday and hope you spend some magical time with family and friends making sure you relax 
ready for the New Year ahead. 
 
Thank you for all your support and long may this continue. I remind you of the school vision on the next page – chosen by 
staff, Governors and pupils.  
  

Emma Hillman                                                                          
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Here are some of the provisional dates  

to help you plan ahead. 

3 January  INSET Day  12-16 February  Half Term 

4 January  School starts for Pupils 12-13 February  Study Support 

8 - 12 January  Year 13 PPE 20 February  Deaf Aspirations Day 

9 January  JLT Workshop 23 February  Year 12 PPE Results Day 

11 January  Year 10 Parents’ Evening 26 February  Attendance Information Evening 

15 January  Year 11 PPE Results Day 27 February  JLT Workshop 

17 January  
 Sixth Form Open Evening 6-8.30pm 

1 Mar  
 World Book Day 

Options Evening Year 12 Parents’ Evening 

22 January  PSHCE Drop Down Day 
22 March  

 Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

1 February  Intermediate UKMT Maths Challenge UCAS Information Evening 

2 February  Year 13 PPE Results Day 28 March   Reports home to Parents/Carers 

8 February  Year 8 Parents’ Evening 29 March  Last day of Term 
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School Vision 
 

 

 

 

 

Our new School Vision, chosen by our pupils and staff 

Encourage, Challenge, Succeed 
 
At Heathcote School, no one is left behind. We challenge and stretch each 
pupil through a broad and balanced curriculum, outstanding resources and 
high-quality learning experiences ensuring everyone develops resilience        
leading to success in the classroom and beyond. We include everybody in our 
vision and support staff and pupils in being self-aware, self-motivated and 
independent and create an all-round safe and comfortable experience                          
allowing self-confidence to thrive. This thirst to succeed will ensure learners 
have bright futures and are ready to meet the demands of the 21st century.  
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Fast-Track GCSE Music Achievements 
 

Ms Argyrakis tells us about the amazing achievement some of our Music pupils gained... 
 
Last academic year the Music Department offered to run a 
fast track, 1 year, GCSE Music course for high attaining  
pupils in year 10. This was facilitated with 1 hour of  
learning and teaching every Wednesday after school and 
required a lot of commitment and hard work from the  
pupils, combined with support from instrumental  
teachers and parents. This was the last year of the legacy 
specification and we were exceptionally pleased with the 
results. 
 
The pupils (L-R) achieved the following results: 
 
Afiya Harper A     Nathaniel Elemide A    Zane Essel A   
Michael Stanway A*    Lydia Sallery A* 

Carolling at the Mount 

Mr Argyrakis, Head of Music, tells us about this jolly fundraising event 
 

On Friday 15th & Monday 18th December, Mr               
Argyrakis (Head of Music) and Mr Gallacher 
(Assistant Head) led twenty pupils from Heathcote 
School & Science College in singing Christmas carols at 
Chingford Mount. The event took place in front of the 
War Memorial in Albert Crescent, with members of the 
public encouraged to make a charitable donation to the 
MacMillan Cancer Trust. 
 
Pupils sang a range of traditional carols and modern songs to bring some cheer to the local community, some of 
whom even joined in with us. The school has so far managed to raise a total of £80 for this excellent cause, 
and we will continue to raise money until the last day of term in order to help those in need this Christmas.  
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Cutty Sark Fun 
 

Mr Angeletos tells us about the fun educational visit Geography  
department took our Year 7 cohort on 

 
The Geography Department at Heathcote School organised 
an educational visit to the Cutty Sark and Royal Observatory 
in Greenwich, London on the 13th and 14th of December 2017. 
The whole year 7 pupil cohort attended and greatly benefitted 
from this academic visit. Mr Angeletos, Geography and                   
Sociology Teacher said: “the year 7 pupils were engaged and 
learned a great deal of new information regarding Cutty Sark 
and experienced the Greenwich meridian (longitude) line at 
the observatory. This visit enhanced their Geography learning 
from the classroom.  
 
Thank you to all staff who were involved and supported both 
trips” 

Heathcote Remembers 
 

Mr Gallacher, Assistant Head, tells us more about this sobering event Heathcote 

were lucky to be a part of 
 

On Friday the 10th November Heathcote pupils attended a remem-

brance service at Chingford Cemetery. The event marked the 99th anni-

versary of the end of World War One. Pupils alongside other schools 

held a two minute silence. The pupils then heard Iain Duncan Smith 

recall a poem from a solider at the Battle of Passchendaele also known 

as the 3rd battle of Ypres which marks its 100th year anniversary this 

year.  

 

After the ceremony pupils walked around the graves of men, women 

and children who had died as a result of the war and were buried in 

Chingford ceremony. Pupils laid poppies and roses on the graves and 

volunteers read information about the lives of those who had died so 

that we may remember them. This allowed the pupils to step back in 

time and feel connected.  
 

This was a very solemn occasion but one that left the pupils with greater understanding.  
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D.E.C.! pupils       get hands-on  
Heathcote's Design...Engineer...Construct! pupils have enjoyed a number of                 

fascinating events over the first half of the Autumn Term.  
Mr Dolan, Head of Design & Technology, tells us what's been happening... 

 
Year 9 

 
Year 9 Design…Engineer…Construct! pupils in the          
Design and Technology Department visited a local          
community centre that they are using as the site for their 
Class of Your Own project where they are designing a 
space that meets the needs of the local community.               
Pupils have been researching and analysing the project 
brief to provide a place where local people of all ages can 
enjoy the benefits that their design will bring. 
 

In an effort to better understand the complexities of the site, pupils identified aspects that could 
be problematic to their project such as site accessibility, infrastructure and local                       
construction vernacular to ensure that their design solutions are feasible and cost-effective. 
  

Year 10 

The Design and Technology department hosted an event (with support from Balfour Beatty) 
where year 10 Design…Engineer…Construct! were challenged to produce a structure that could 
span a specific area using a limited number of compliant materials. Pupils worked in groups to 
consider the  procurement of the materials they        
required for their structure and they had to come up 
with their design solution quickly as the cost of                
materials rose once the initial deadline was missed. 
 
Pupils were considering how they could be                    
resourceful with the materials available and they were 
encouraged to consider how sustainable their                   
outcomes might be. It was really interesting to see the 
different outcomes that each group came up with for 
the same basic task with the winning group consisting 
of Thomas O’Dwyer, Billy Hale, John Fowler and Ali Mamoon. 
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D.E.C.! pupils       get hands-on  
Year 11 

Year 11 Design…Engineer…Construct! pupils learn from London Underground’s Adam Holland 
who is a mechanical engineer and has vast experience 
of how mechanical building systems work and therefore 
could advise the pupils on their own building designs 
for their DEC! course. The pupils learned more about 
possible pathways they could pursue as a career in the 
built environment and construction industry as well as 
which systems they would need to consider for their 
own designs. 
 
The pupils were focused on their designs and will now 
use this input from a professional within the                     

industry to provide solutions to the need for leisure and social inclusion that their project brief is 
centred on. The technical requirements for HVAC (Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning),          
water supply and mechanical building systems will feature within the pupils’ portfolios with a 
higher level of  understanding due to this input. 

Year 9 pupils victorious at the  
West Ham FC Schools Tournament 

 
Some of our Year 9 pupils enjoyed great success in a recent  

local football tournament. P.E Technician and Coach, Mr Prince, 
tells us what happened: 

  

On October 3rd, Heathcote's Year 9 pupils were invited to the West 
Ham FC Schools Tournament in Beckton, East London. The               
pupils played some brilliant and highly impressive football against 
strong opposition and won the competition, being victorious in eight 
games and drawing in one. To top it off, not only did they not lose 
a game, they didn't even concede a goal! 
 
The pupils are now excited about progressing to the finals at the 
London Stadium (Olympic Park) next May. We look forward to                  
being able to report more good news after this event too! 
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BSL Achievements 
Ms Jarrett tells us about the recent success some of our pupils: 

  

The Deaf Support departments are very proud of our deaf and hearing pupils who have 

achieved their British Sign Language (BSL) Level 1 Certificate last academic year. This is 

a nationally recognised qualification that will enable these pupils to work  

within careers involving sign language in the future. Many of them will be progressing to 

the Level 2 course this year. 

 
“I wanted to learn BSL because I 

went to the Y7 sign language club 

and found it really interesting.  I 

also love to communicate, this way I 

can speak to everyone, even deaf  

people”  

Michael 8.2 

Learning BSL 
 

Ms Jarrett, Teacher of the Deaf and Form Tutor of 7.8, tells us more 

about the opportunities for our pupils to learn British Sign Language. 
 

Daniel Trickey in 7.8 went the extra mile and                

created this lovely poster for display on our form 

noticeboard.  

 

As a form, we are learning each of the words 

from this poster as our ‘word/sign of the day’. 

 

This links into the BSL club that runs on a Tuesday lunchtime in 7102. Our 

Deaf Support Team runs this weekly club to teach BSL to both deaf and 

hearing pupils. The club is open to any student and provides an excellent 

opportunity to learn a new language, a skill that is highly sought after in  

employment, and to make new friends. 
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Logic Pro X Masterclass 
 

Some of our GCSE Music pupils took part in a 
trip to the Milton Court Concert Hall for a be-
spoke Masterclass about Logic Pro X.  
 
The Masterclass was run by Guildhall School of    
Music professor Jono Buchanan and included             
coaching, led by 3 graduates from different courses at 
the music school; recording drums, guitar and vocals.  
 
The masterclass showed our pupils, in detail, how to 
compose for live instruments and record in a professional setting, giving the pupils an insight in to the 
different ways in which you can manipulate sounds. The Masterclass will be particularly useful for the 
pupils moving forward as they will be able to apply the same techniques when recording their own com-
positions. We all thoroughly enjoyed the trip and the pupils behaved in an exemplary manner.  

Year 11 Global Warming Presentations  
 
Ms Zaman recounts some excellent work by some of our Year 11 Science pupils in November... 
  
Year 11 Triple Science pupils were given a challenge in November to produce a 
presentation that would make the general public aware of the effects of global 
warming. They produced some fantastic pieces of homework. We had pupils 
performing a role play of the US Presidential Election Rally as global warming 
was a hot topic! (No pun intended). Others produced very informative                
PowerPoint presentations that really highlighted the causes and effects of global 
warming. The Year 11 pupils put in a tremendous amount of effort and their hard 
work certainly did pay off! It was very difficult to determine a winner, however 
the group that took the prize made a music video which the whole class agreed 
deserved to be in first place. 
 
The music video can be seen on Heathcote’s twitter, @heathcotee4 ! 
 

https://twitter.com/Heathcotee4
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In partnership with Cyber Security Challenge UK, 
the IET is running a cyber security careers fair at 
Savoy Place in Central London on 17th January 
2018. 
 

The event is FREE to attend and aimed at a post-16 
audience. There will be 20 of the top cyber security 
employers on hand all day to discuss how to pursue 
a career within the industry and explain the variety 
of different roles available. The venue is located 
near Waterloo Bridge and is accessible from       
Embankment Tube Station, which is in turn       
available via Liverpool Street Station and the Circle 
Line. 
 

More information is available at www.theiet.org/
cyber-careers, or please see Ms Faria in Science. 

http://www.theiet.org/cyber-careers
http://www.theiet.org/cyber-careers
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Christmas Lunch enjoyed by all 

On Tuesday 12th December we at Heathcote hosted our 

Christmas lunch, an event always enjoyed and appreciated by 

pupils and staff alike. The Kitchen team did an amazing job 

providing Christmas lunch for a huge number of pupils across 

two halls. Carols were playing, tables were laid festively -  

complete with Christmas crackers! - and a great time was had 

by all. 

The food was delicious, with a choice between roast turkey with 

all the trimmings or a vegetarian option. We would like to say 

thanks to all of our pupils, staff and, most importantly, the 

Kitchen team for working their magic… 

 

Miss Hillman commented that she only wished her own Christmas 

dinner was that organised! 

Essex Chemistry Mastermind  
 

Ms Faria tells us more about four of our KS4 pupils taking part in the 
first round of the Essex Chemistry Mastermind 2017 competition.  

 

The aim of the first round is to select a team of year 9-11 pupils to represent the Essex section 
in the National Royal Society of Chemistry Top of the Bench Competition. The quizmaster is Dr 
Alan Osborne. 
 
They had a chance to prepare for the high level of 
challenge in the first paper by using a sample             
15-minute test paper. All pupils agreed that although 
they found the actual paper really challenging, the 
sample paper raised their motivation to look into               
aspects of chemistry which they had not considered 
before. 
 
We'll keep our fingers crossed for Shervin, Patrick, Chanel and Niloufar! 
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Robyn Payne left Heathcote at the end of Year 13 in 2013, here she 

tells us what she’s been up to since we last saw her... 
  

"I graduated from Central St Martins  

university with honours and a 2:1 in Product 

Design - 1% off a first which was a shame, 

but never mind! My degree show was  

amazing, New Designers was OK (however I 

preferred the degree show), and then I went 

on to exhibit at the London Design Festival in 

the OXO tower for the UN Sustainability  

Development Goals. 

 

After this I went to Amsterdam to exhibit for a gallery there called Transnatural. I 

also exhibited at Dutch Design Week along with being fea-

tured in Elle Decoration magazine - that was pretty cool 

to be fair! 

 

Earlier this year I was nominated for the Global Design 

Intelligence Awards in China and made it to the finals out 

of 388 total entries! I travelled there and presented my 

work to a large audience (which felt like the Eurovision 

song contest) along with judges and jurors, not to  

mention being televised! I was delighted to come third, 

falling behind Apple and Samsung - (to be fair I had no 

chance really!). 

 

I am now working as a designer for a company called Domus Tiles based in  

London, which is really great." 
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Pupils within the PE Department were treated to an insight into what it is 
like to be a professional football player when ex-student and Leyton  
Orient First team player, Dan Happe, came back for a visit!  
Head of PE Mr Seymour tells us what happened...  
  

We were delighted to welcome Dan back as he came into 
our PE lessons with some of our Year 8 and GCSE Year 10 
pupils, in order to share his insight and experiences.  
 
We managed to catch up with him and ask him a few  
questions: 

How long have you been at Leyton Orient? 
I’ve been there for six years, signing at the 
age of 13 (when in Year 8). 
 

How did you end up at Orient? 
I was initially on a six-week trial with West 
Ham United, however, I wasn’t offered a  
contract. Mr Prince (the PE technician at 
Heathcote) is a scout for Leyton Orient, and 
he asked me to go on trial with them. It all 
started from there. I got my scholarship and 
then progressed from a two year scholarship 
to a third year. This was due to all of the  
management changes last season. However I 
was really pleased when the management  
offered me my professional contract this 
year. I’ve been getting a lot of game time  
lately too, which has made it even better, 
though we have a lot of work to do on the 
pitch! 
 

Who did you play for as a child? 
My boyhood club was RYAN FC. I was actually 
a central midfielder, but grew so much that 
Orient made me a centre back! 
 

Who do you support? 
Arsenal! 
 

 

 

Which 
player do 
you look 
up to the 
most? 
John Terry - although not the best role model 
off the pitch, on it he is a complete leader. His 
leadership and communication skills are  
excellent. He has achieved so much on the 
pitch! 
 

What was your favourite lesson? 
PE! 
 

What was your best memory at Heathcote? 
Winning the Borough Cup 3-1 Vs Highams 
Park, with me scoring! 
 

What advice would you give our pupils? 
Keep your head down and work hard. Not  
everyone will want the career path that I 
wanted. However to be the best you can be 
you have to really work for everything you 
get, and know that it isn’t handed to you. 
 

Mr Prince said he was thrilled to see Dan  
doing so well for himself, whilst Mr Seymour, 
Head of PE said that it was a great insight for 
our young pupils, to be able to see what could 
be achieved with hard work and  
determination! 
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Jack Petchey            Awards 2016/2017 

In early October, our Jack Petchey winners for the academic year 2016/2017 
were invited to an Awards evening to celebrate their achievement.  

Skyla Gowan, Year 8, tells us more about the evening. 

 
‘On the 11th of October, 2017 we celebrated our achievements with families, friends and 
carers at the Jack Petchey Achievement Awards evening at the Walthamstow Assembly 
Hall. Congratulations go to Skyla Gowan, Robyn Ferreira, Hannah Luesley, Anaya              
Shahzad, Eliza Ullersperger, Aymun Ali, Thomas Sawyer, Deniz Yazgan and Tijen Teyfik. 
Also congratulations to Mr Gavin Prince for winning the Leader Award. There was a  
wonderful dance performance during the ceremony involving the very talented Anais 
Saunders-Mitchell. All the performance acts were outstanding and helped to create a 
night to remember!’  

 

Eliza, 18, won the Jack Petchey award due to her services in raising 

the profile of the school. Eliza spoke frequently at events and went out 
of her way in recommending and highlighting the good work done by  

pupils in the school. Eliza led by example and was a role model of the 
highest order throughout her time at Heathcote and as the Head Girl. 
 

 
Deniz, 17, was voted our Prefect of the Year and she was integral in 
bringing about significant change to school improvements. She  

championed planner changes, tutorial changes and also urged and  
encouraged others in improving the school environment. Deniz was a 

committed member of the school’s Junior Leadership Team and her  
example in this role made her a real ambassador for change. 
 

 
Robyn, 16, won the award for her care and consideration in helping 
two school refusers to attend school. Robyn gave up her time to make a 

huge impact in helping to erase these pupils’ fears of school. She would 
welcome them each morning and also look out for them  

throughout the day. Her work as a true community citizen of Heathcote 
warrants real commendation. 
 

 
Hannah, 11, has been awarded the Jack Petchey award for the  

fantastic start that she has made to life at Heathcote School. She is a 
real asset in PE. She is always polite, eager and helpful, she has  
therefore become a role model to others, and will be a fantastic leader 

in the future. Her leadership skills involve assisting others in PE and 
she does this consistently week in and week out. 
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Jack Petchey            Awards 2016/2017 

Anaya, 14,  is a delightful student who is an extremely positive role 

model for other pupils. She is always impeccably behaved, polite, help-
ful and hardworking. She has been a deaf peer mentor for the younger 

Year 7 pupils who started at Heathcote this year. She shows great per-
severance and resilience in overcoming her disabilities and is a true 
ambassador for Heathcote School. 

 
 
Tijen, 15, is consistently making significant progress in her Graphics 

coursework and is an active member of the Graphics group providing 
support to her peers and the teacher. She is an enthusiastic student 

who, when asked to represent the school through the Design Ventura 
project was dedicated and an active team player producing an  
interesting design and presentation.   

 
 

Aymun, 15, is a hardworking student and regularly comes back after 
school to complete her Textiles work. She has been very committed to 
her learning within her theory and coursework. She is currently  

working above her target grade and to a high standard. Her  
contributions in lessons are invaluable. 
 

 
Skyla, 11, has been awarded the Jack Petchey prize for organising the 

single biggest charity event that the school has ever co-ordinated. She 
organised and ran a collection for the entire school and was the student 
who requested that the event took place and took the lead. The school 

raised in excess of £1000 in a single day and all for non-uniform and 
comic relief. Skyla has also been helping consistently in the dining hall 
with all the canteen staff on a daily basis.  

 
Tom Sawyer, 18, has always been part of that silent middle group – 

representing the majority of pupils that we see across our school and 
across most schools - as well as going above and beyond when it comes 
to giving back to the school. He achieves well, but has never been  

recognised for his abilities. As well as volunteering within the  
Economics and Accounting department, and mentoring pupils below 

him; he used his successful work experience placement to secure a  
relationship between NatWest Plc (Chingford) and our school – to provide financial  
literacy education to Key Stage 3 pupils. This he did voluntarily; organising a  

meeting between the manager of NatWest and his teacher to establish some medium 
term plans for our school. This shows Tom’s commitment, over and above his prefect 
responsibilities, to promoting financial literacy to all our pupils and to give back to the 

community.  
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Winter Art Exhibition is a Feast for the Eyes 
 

Ms Armitt tells us more about this opportunity for our talented pupils to showcase their amazing work 
 

Celebrating the achievements of pupils from all year groups, this year's Winter Art Exhibition, 
which opened on the 14th of December to coincide with the Expressive Arts faculty's Winter 
Showcase, was vibrant and colourful taking, inspiration from the wonder of the natural world.  
 
This term Year 7 pupils explored different mark making techniques such as experimental              
drawing, printmaking with string and carving textures into clay in their "Take a Line for a Walk" 
project. Year 8 explored drawing, printmaking and water colour painting in order to represent 
"Natural Form". At the end of their projects both year groups worked together to produce                
hundreds of paper birds, which they decorated with eye 
catching "scruffitto" oil pastel designs, to create a delightful 
installation reminiscent of birds sitting on telephone wires. 

 
As part of their "Tactility" project, Year 9 and 10 contributed a breath taking series of water colour 
and oil paintings of cut fruit, as well as producing drawings and prints of a variety of textured              
materials such as leaves, rocks and rope. 
 
In their project “Beginning and End” Year 11 learnt about the cultural significance of flowers, 
which are an integral part of the many celebrations and rituals that mark the different stages of our 

lives, such as birthdays,                 
weddings and funerals. Poppy 
Majid produced a beautiful 
mixed media piece inspired by 
the henna designs which are part of Asian marriage traditions. 
 
Year 12 and 13 pupils created a dramatic impact with the giant Pop 
Art inspired ice-cream sculptures of Emily Cook and the stunning 
photorealism of Ellie Boyle’s portraits.  
 
Heathcote’s talented young artists are already developing their latest 

imaginative ideas, so watch this space to see what they come up with for the Summer Art Exhibition in July.   

ParentMail and ParentPay 
 

All correspondence is now done through ParentMail and all payments are now tmade through ParentPay.  
 

Please ensure that you are signed up for both of these services. Please call the school if you have trouble 
with accessing either of these services. 
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Year 13 Leadership Team 
 

We are delighted to announce that our Sixth Form has appointed a new  

Leadership Team from the Year 13pupils.  
 

These important roles are only fulfilled after a thorough application and interview process, with the              

successful candidates becoming Senior Prefects expected to set an example to the rest of the school and 

maintain the highest of standards. 

 

Amongst the Senior Prefects, an election takes place in order to choose the best candidates for the 

posts of Head Boy and Head Girl, along with their respective deputies. The quality of applicants was 

exceedingly high this year but we are proud to confirm the appointment of the following pupils: 

 Head Boy    Head Girl     Deputy Head Boy      Deputy Head Girl  

       Drew Parkinson  Stephanie O’Dwyer   Dogu Metin       Anduena Bardhi 

 

Our Prefects are expected to assist at major school and public events, along with fulfilling other duties  

inside and outside of school, so you can expect to see more from them over the course of the year! They 

will also be writing a regular blog on the website.  

Uniform 
 

All pupils are expected to be in full school uniform every day.  
Details of the school uniform, and items that are not acceptable in our 
uniform policy, can be found on our website: ww.heathcoteschool.com   
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European Day of Languages 

Ms Senior, our new Head of Modern Foreign Languages, tells us more about 

the week long activities to celebrate European Day of Languages 
 

“If you talk to a man in a language 

 he understands, that goes to his head.  

If you talk to him in his language,  

that goes to his heart.”  

Nelson Mandela 

 

In September, the MFL team launched The 

European Week of Languages at Heathcote School to highlight the European Day of 

Languages that takes place every year on the 26th September across Europe. 

 

Our canteen served various European delicacies from a different  

European country each day.  

 

Our Music department played European music to match the food  

offered in the canteen at break time and lunchtime each day.  

 

Our MFL department led assemblies for each year group and  

provided tutors with activities for each day - including sign  

language - together with a quiz competition for Years 7 and 8. 

The winner was…….. 

 

We are happy to say that everyone joined in with the various activities and enjoyed  

taking part. It was nice to bring the whole school together by being proud of our  

diversity!!! 

 

We would like to thank Ms Teer and Ms Tunstall from the Canteen; Mr Robinson 

from the Music department; Ms Warden and Mr Wellard from the AVA department; 

Mr Fox our School Business Manager and especially Miss Hillman for making this 

possible. 
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Children in Need ramble 
 

Following on from last year's successful ramble in aid of Children in Need, Mr Fox  

decided to do it again over a slightly more challenging route!  
 

A team of 10, plus 1 black Labrador, assembled at Stanstead Abbotts in Hertfordshire on  

Saturday 14th October and set off around 10.00am up the River Lea to Ware. The weather was dry 

and warm and we enjoyed observing a range of  

wildlife on the river before passing through Ware 

and the famous Gazebos.  

 

The route then took us through the grounds of the 

exclusive Hanbury Manor before crossing the A10 

and going deeper into the countryside. Next stop 

was the old church at Thundridge which was partly 

demolished in the 15th Century when the village moved a mile west to catch passing trade. It is  

reputedly haunted, but we fortunately encountered no problems before moving on to Wareside.  

 

This is an attractive little village and was our lunch stop at a local hostelry and by this stage we had 

completed 8 miles. Suitably refreshed we continued along an old railway line taking time out to watch 

two Red Kites give a superb aerial display. Passing through open farmland and woodland we arrived 

safely back at the start point, covering an impressive 11.5 miles.  

 

More importantly we raised around £325 for Children in Need and The Sick Children's Trust, and 

yes, it's already in the calendar for next year. 

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

 

OPEN TO ALL YEAR GROUPS 
 

Deadline: 2nd March 2018 
 

For your chance to win tickets to the 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year Exhibition at the Natural History Museum,  

submit a photo of wildlife with a creative title and a short caption to Ms Faria. 
 

No limit to the number of entries per participant. The winning  images and  
a selection of others will be displayed in the school.  

Entries may be submitted by email to sfaria@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk or to H137. 
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frightfully good reads! 
 
Librarians Ms Wellard and Ms Elliot took the opportunity to 
hold a Book Fair in the Library on Halloween, complete with a 
suitably appropriate ghoulish theme. Ms Wellard tells us all 
about it; 
  
To start the new term we decided to hold a Book Fair in the Library on 
the last day of October and the obvious theme for the day was           

Halloween. The room was decorated with bats, spiders, 
ghosts and witches, all of which gave the area a really 
good spooky atmosphere. Not to be left out, Ms Elliot and 
myself felt we had to look the part also! 

 
There were a good selection of books on    
offer at very reasonable prices, with a 
large number of pupils coming in to buy books 
at breaktime and during lunch. Some even 
needed bags to carry their haul away! Many 
also attempted to win a prize in one of our    
competitions, including some spooky 

wordsearches and a "Guess The Witch's Name" event. Winners 
are yet to be announced, but watch this space… 
 
All in all it was a very successful event, was very enjoyable, and helped 
to raise the profile of the Library. We are very much looking forward to 
Halloween next year! 

STEM Superheroes competition - winners announced: 
 
Alex Tyzack in year 7 - for his essay on the accomplishments of  
Pythagoras as a mathematician, including some curiosities about the  
beliefs of the Ancient Greeks regarding the personalities of numbers. 
 

Sophie Washbrook in year 9 - for her poster about the scientific and  
personal achievements of Stephen Hawking, who has expanded his  fame 
as a theoretical physicist and author to become a pop icon in great part 
due to his sense of humour and charitable work. 
 

Dmytro Shafatynskyi in year 9 - for his poster on the life and  
achievements of the first human in space, Yuri Gagarin, which included a 
surprising personal connection between Dmytro's great-grandfather and 
his STEM superhero. 
 

The winners (pictured) received a  plasma lamp each and their work is on 
display in the Transition Building.  
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On Tuesday 19th & Thursday 21st September 2017, Heathcote Sixth Form pupils  
attended the annual Relationship & Sex Education Days.   

 
The event, which was run by Jacqui King (Young Person's Sexual 
Health Outreach Lead), gave the pupils the opportunity to acquire 
relevant information about relationships and sexual health in order to 
keep them safe and informed. 
 
The morning workshops were split into awareness sessions about  

sexual activity and the afternoon sessions were about risk taking        
behaviours, including drugs and alcohol, and a focus on protection and 
contraception. All sessions were well attended and pupils felt        com-
fortable enough with each other to participate, ask questions and re-
spect opinions. 
 

Both year groups acted impeccably and the ground rules were adhered 
to which included confidentiality and respect for peers, participate as much or as little as you are  

comfortable with and ask questions. Jacqui commented that ‘all  
pupils were a credit to our school’.  
 
During the day, pupils were encouraged to write anonymous  
questions which were answered at the end of the workshop. Feedback 
from pupils was very positive with every student feeling they had ben-
efited from the event. 
 
Many thanks goes to Jacqui for making both days a success and we 
look forward to providing follow up drop in sessions for all sixth  

      formers throughout the year. 

Sixth Form Relationships Day 
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One of the pupils who attended, Melih Civici, wrote: 
 
"On Saturday the 7th October 2017 we attended the STEM 
Event at the University of Westminster. We went with Ms 
Faria and four other pupils. STEM was one of my               
favourite subjects in Year 7 so this trip was really fun and 
interesting. There were lots of STEM workshops including 
maths, circuits, virtual reality, robotics, spaghetti and 
marshmallow construction and cable vehicle construction. 
My favourite was the cable vehicle project. In this workshop 
we had to create a vehicle that could cross the cable using 
Lego and battery powered Lego wheels. We were really                
successful and got it to work. We first designed the vehicle 
and then we modified it to hold a battery pack and move 
across the wire on its own. Me and Hasan did most of the 
building. He created a cage and I got the mechanism to work 
and move." 

University of Westminster Open Day  
 

On Saturday 7 October, a group of Heathcote pupils attended this 
event at the Cavendish campus, which was organised by the Institute of 

Electrical and Electronics Engineers. Ms Faria (and Melih!) tell us all 
about it: 

 
There were several hands-on workshops and STEM lectures,  
including: 
 

 Maths in Games: Collision Detection. 

 Circuits and snap circuits. 

 Spaghetti and Marshmallow Construction Challenge. 

 Spark Lab Activities. 

 Virtual reality experience (VR). 

 Robotics Demos with a competition for the best demo as                

   voted by the audience. 
  
Our pupils performed particularly well in the engineering challenges and even got a loud commendation 
from one of the lecturers for managing to set up a miniature motored cableway car! 
 
Some of the maths, games and robotics lectures were extremely advanced, but nevertheless helped raise 
the curiosity of our pupils for the academic aspects of those fields. 
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Ms Gooden tells us all about the exciting opportunities some of our Year 10 pupils were able to tale part in. 
 
Tuesday 17th October 2017 marked the beginning of a national event: the ‘Speak Out’ Challenge. Every year around the country Year 10 
pupils are given the opportunity to participate in the challenge. Teachers in English Departments are given the difficult task of selecting  
challengers, so at Heathcote our selection process awards those that consistently work hard, have good attendance and good behaviour.  
 
A total of 28 of our Year 10 pupils were selected to participate. For one day they were coached in the art of public speaking by a  
professional trainer from the Speaker’s Trust, on behalf of the Jack Petchey Foundation, who came to Heathcote to run a workshop. Those 
selected to participate deserve to be acknowledged: 
 
Sadia Abdulsattar, Huziafah Adai, Keren-Grace Adeji, Shahina Ali, Michelle  Amoato,  

Jonita Asamoah, Oliver Ashwell, Arsene Bireza, Dylan Christie, Matthew Demetri, Suleman Gul,  

Dassa Jackson, Malachi James, Nuri Karatas, Owen Lakes, Rachel Lott, Joseph Magen,  

Chanel Munroe, Joseph Orafu, Tia Reid-Brady, Atila Rezwan, Joshua Robinson, Lily Ryan,  

Ann Ryder, Connor Scott, Annabelle Shelbourne, Amber Shemi, Shohrukhi Shohamdamzoda,  

Maria Solomou, Mohammad Tarif, Cameron White, Olivia Wieteska, Luke William-Jones and 

Jevan Wilson 

  

After a gruelling day of learning new skills, all 28 were put to the test. Who would be chosen to go through to the next round? Out of 28 
pupils, six were chosen; nonetheless, well done does need to be said to the other 22 pupils who contended against their peers and provided 
them with as much support as they themselves received.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations and well done also go to Ann Ryder, Chanel Munroe, Olivia Wieteska, Huzaifah Adai, and Dylan Christie who 
made it through to the next round!! 

Jack Petchey Foundations Speak Out Challenge 

School Semi-Finalist - Joshua Robinson 
 

“The ‘Speak Out’ Challenge offered amazing skills for us to learn. When 

the day/workshop started we had to start off with small introductions to 

each other as a public speaking exercise. Like most people I was nervous but 

our workshop leader taught us how to rid of the nerves or use them to help 

our performance. By the time we learnt many different techniques and 

how to model our content, we were put to the test! 
 

With amazing performances from my peers, I couldn’t help but feel like 

a truck had just knocked my self-confidence down. I did it anyway 

and gave it all I could. When all 5 names of the winners were called I 

felt happy I tried. It was then Miss called out the sixth winner, Joshua! 
 

It was a wonderful chance to learn and express public speaking skills.” 
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With the Regional Final looming – taking place on Wednesday 22nd November 2017 at Lammas School in Leyton, a previous  
winner of the Jack Petchey Award – it was time for more hard work. Each student was given the opportunity to refine their speech, but 
the biggest challenge was delivering their speech to an entire Year Group assembly – not a feat for the fainthearted! Airtime was  
secured in three assemblies to Year 7, Year 8, and Year 9 so that each challenger could experience speaking to a larger audience prior 
to facing the daunting judges. And what a job they did… Four challengers took part, facing their fears while building their confidence 
to overcome the hurdle or actually voicing their message. 
 
Unfortunately only two pupils could be chosen to go through to the Regional Final, one as our representative, the second as a back up. 
After sessions of putting themselves on the line and cheekily getting the Year 9 Form Tutors and Co-Tutors to cast their votes, first 
place was awarded to Dylan Christie; second place awarded to Ann Ryder.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The final took place as planned and what a proud moment it was for Heathcote School and Science College. Dylan took the stage and 
delivered a sound and powerful message titled ‘Decisions we make are what define us…’ A message that at the end of the event had 
members of the audience seeking him out to congratulate him and thank him for the content of his message.  
  
Despite not winning the event – the title being taken by Leytonstone School this year – and going on to represent the London Borough 
of Waltham Forest in the Regional Final against the other 36 boroughs in London, Dylan – as with all of the other contenders on the 
night and that were chosen by their English teachers in other schools around the borough – are all winners. They leave with an  
experience and the skills that not every student gets the opportunity to have – the art of public speaking! 
 

Our Finalist - Dylan Christie 
 

“This was am amazing experience for me; however, it was 

very nerve wracking. In the beginning, I was worried about 

what people would think of me if I took part in this  

competition. But when I spoke to the Year 7s, that really 

boosted my confidence and made  me feel like I could  

accomplish anything. 
 

I didn’t win the competition, but I’m glad that my message 

was heard. There are many disastrous things going on 

around the world, and I felt that it was time somebody spoke 

out about why gang affiliation is bad. 
 

There were many people that came up to me and  

complimented my speech at the end of the Regional Final at 

Lammas  School and Sixth Form. I would like to thank Ms 

Gooden  and Ms Hannigan (for putting me forward) and 

the Jack Petchey Foundation for this opportunity.” 
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Brownies for the Felix Project 
 

Mr Angeletos tells us more about this charity event that touched the hearts of some of our sixth formers 
 
70,000 London children are going to school hungry - i.e. without either dinner the 
night before or breakfast. Without the right nutrition and a healthy lifestyle, children 
can find themselves at a disadvantage before sitting down to learn.  
 
After reading a newspaper article during our form time, some of our sixth formers    
became ‘alarmed’ and wanted to do something to help raise funds for the Felix project. 
 
Katie Marsden, Lauren Gannon, Aaron Loukil, Sam May-Parrott and Denzel Anusi 
baked and sold over 230 brownies and managed to raise £95 on Friday 15th         
December for this worthwhile cause.  
  
Thank you very much to all the staff and pupils at Heathcote School who supported this great cause! 
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UK Bebras Computational  

Thinking Challenge 
 

Every year UK Bebras hosts Computational Thinking challenges. It is a 
live computer challenge that last for 40 minutes.  

 
It is an international challenge taking place in 30 countries.  

Between the 6th and 17th November 2017,  143, 159 pupils in England, 

Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland took part.  
 

Our Enterprise Faculty entered 317 pupils (195 Year 7s, 99 Year 8s and 
23 Year 9s) for Heathcote School and Science College.  

 
Congratulations to all our pupils who participated 

 

 2 pupils received best in the school 

 83 pupils passed at distinction level 

 79 pupils passed at merit  level 

 153 pupils passed at pass level 

 

Our top three pupils were: 

 
  Year 7 :     Year 8:      Year 9:  

Kieran Matthews (168)  Archie Osborne (159)  Volen Iliev(141) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The following pupils scored above 100 points: 
Tyler Read 7.3 (130)    Abdus Akbar  9B  (113) 
George Rawley-Webb 8.2  (109 )  Luke Ferguson 7.2 (106)  

Matthew Dawes    8.1 (103)   Micheal Georgiev  8.2  (103) 
Adam Dunleavy      7.2 (102) 

LIBRARY CHRISTMAS QUIZ WI NNERS 
 

 
The general knowledge Christmas Quiz was won by : 
 
Alex Tyzack in year 7 who scored 56 out of 60. 
Runner up with 52 points was Kai Kent in year 10.  
Abraham Effiom year 11  scored 44 points. 
Well done to all of them. 
 
The Christmas wordsearch was won by Nithershan Manoranjan in year 7.  
So CONGRATULATIONS to all of our winners. 
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Interested in becoming a Teacher? 
 
Heathcote School are part of The West Essex School Direct Partnership who are committed to 
attracting, training and developing graduates to enable all schools within our area to reach the same 
level of excellence and quality of provision thus ensuring that all our trainees achieve their full  
potential.  
 
In order to realise this vision, our partnership schools have made a commitment to work together 
through the School Direct programme with our provider TES Institute to provide the very best 
school-based teacher training programmes in the Secondary sector. The programme will seek to 
maximise time spent in the classroom by ensuring that the face-to-face professional studies  
programme is of the highest quality and delivered within our locality.  
 
Have you ever considered teaching? If you have a degree and a passion for teaching at Heathcote 
School contact Andy Dolan on adolan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk or by ringing the school to  
discuss the possibility of training to become a teacher on the Schools Direct programme.  

Sixth Form Visit  
Chickenshed Theatre 

 

On Wednesday 4th October, Ms Gasper and Ms Reid enjoyed the  
dynamic performance of Dr Faustus at the Chickenshed theatre in 
Southgate with some of the Sixth Form pupils.  

 
Our Year 12s and 13s were impeccably             
behaved and enjoyed the rapping       
Mephistopheles; the arrogant Dr Faustus 
and the comic interludes of the play.  
Despite being blasted with smoke  
machines, the performance was true to  
Marlowe’s text, with the young actors  
reciting Marlowe’s mighty line and  
cadences beautifully. 

mailto:adolan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk


WCIB Awards 
 

Mr Sabri, Lead Teacher of Economics and Accounting, tells us about the exciting 

opportunity some of our Sixth Formers were a part of recently... 

 

Big congratulations to Liam O'Donnell-Roberts and           

Ahmad Mahmood both Year 13, pictured left, who were 

the winner and runner up respectively of the WCIB      

London Schools Competition 2017.  

 

Both pupils were invited to the WCIB Awards Ceremony 

that was held on the 5th of December where they will be 

received a cash prize for their entries.  

 

In addition Liam's entry will be forwarded for the            

national competition and we hope it goes well!  

 

Well done to the other entries, notably Sufyaan in Year 

13 and Aaron in Year 12 who provided stiff competition and made choosing a winner and runner 

up very difficult! 
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Imperial College Visit Heathcote 
 

Dr Karpinska tells us about this engaging visit... 
 
Two scientists from Imperial College, Steven Simpson and Jordi Hidalgo 
Aguilera, visited Heathcote School to share their knowledge and  
INSPIRE a new generation of scientists in the following activities: 
 
A guide to sciencing life: Pupils were introduced to the basis and  
emergence of the scientific method and how it can be applied to science and 
everyday life. The pupils used their new knowledge to apply the  
scientific method to try to make sense of three situations: laser vibrations 
through music, self-siphoning beads and one completely non-scientific  
example. 
 
Fractal Art Lab allowed pupils to reflect on the relationship of Science, Maths and Art. The pupils 
worked on different activities related to “fractals” (fractal designs with cut-outs, dendritic painting and 
a demo of fractal diffusion). 



Congratulations 
 
To Ms Shorter and Ms Lewis who both had baby boys during the Autumn term.  
 
To Mr Seymour who got married during October half term. 
 

Promotions 
 

The following staff have been promoted over the Autumn term: 
 
Mr Wiggins - Lead Practitioner (supporting other staff with learning and teaching) 
Mr Argyrakis - Head of Music (Temporary) 
 

Staff Goodbyes 
 

During the Autumn term, we said a fond farewell to the following staff: 
 
Mr Good - Prep Coordinator 
Ms Gbeve - LSA 
Ms Good - HLTA 
Ms Urfan - Accounting and Business Studies Teacher 
Mr Fairweather - Maternity Cover for English 
Me Hennessey - Geography and History Teacher 
 
 

Thank you to all of our leavers for their hard work and commitment. 
 

 

Welcome 
 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the following members of  
staff that will join us in the New Year: 

 
Ms Cooper-Joseph - Teaching Assistant 
MS Bugnath - Teaching Assistant 
Ms Bearcroft - Humanities Teacher 
Mr Sorrell - English Teacher 
Mr Handa - Cover Supervisor and Accountancy Teacher 
 
 
A warm welcome back to Ms Harding, now Ms Roberts, after her maternity leave. 
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Congratulations to the year 11 Girls who won the borough football competition, for more 

details please see the article on page 26. 

Congratulations to the year 8 football team who are in round 5 of the Essex County Cup. 

Congratulations to the year 9 boys who qualified for the West Ham Tournament. They 

will be playing at the Olympic Stadium in the new year. For more details please see the ar-

ticle on page 7. 

We were also privileged to welcome back former pupil turned pro footballer Daniel 

Happe. See more about the visit in the alumni section on pages 12 and 13. 

Congratulations to 

Gesa Marashi in 

Year 7 who has 

been playing for  

Chelsea FC  

Ladies. 

Congratulations 

to our year 7 

girls who have 

made the semi  

finals of the  

Waltham Forest 

Borough  

Basketball  

Competition. Congratulations to Ruth Ekomisa 

who has been selected for the 

London Youth Games. 


