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The Strength of our School Community
I will start with the huge amount of work put in by the staff – not only setting work,
providing provision and activities for children of keyworkers and those in vulnerable
groups but also delivering meals, computers, work and so on to families in need. In
addition, a huge thank you to the site staff and the staff in the kitchen, especially
Lisa – our chef – who has catered every day and put the meals together for families
at home. As well as that, the Governors have been brilliant in supporting us and I
know will be writing to you shortly. Finally, you have been amazing – suddenly
becoming home school experts, as well as keeping in contact with us if you need
help or want to share good news stories – some of you have even been letting us
know your child is unwell and so won’t be at home-school that day! Maybe this will
inspire some of you to join
the teaching profession and
there are always local
opportunities to train on
the job – please contact Mr
Gallacher if you want more
details.
The
Innovative
Produced by Pupils

Work

I hugely enjoy the pieces of
work sent in by pupils so
please keep them coming –
we will share these on
Twitter and Facebook.
These are three of my
favourite pieces – homemade cards for family
members by two Year 7
boys and a boredom buster
(including the French for ‘I
am bored’ by a pupil in
Year 8).
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page
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Continued from Page 1
You can read a poem dedicated to our keyworkers by a Year 10 pupil on the opposite page and we will share more with you
as they come in.

The Input of our Keyworkers
A huge thank you to all the parents and family members who are working on the front line – it has been great to find out so
many of you are the backbone behind keeping this country going, not only during this pandemic, but at normal times.
The Acts of Kindness
Thank you to you all for the way you have coped with this and for finding the resilience to cope with your own personal
challenges and situations. I feel honoured and proud to be Head of this school and this strength and resilience of this
community will serve us well as we pick up the pieces at the other end ensuring that learning gaps are closed and, all of you
and your children, in this generation have the futures you deserve – now so, more than ever. The response to Ms Donoghue’s
kindness projects have been amazing.

Other News – Outside of Corona
We are very sad to be losing 2 well-loved staff members after the holidays who are moving on to new schools and new
challenges. We wish Mr Seymour and Ms Kelly all the best of luck and will ensure they can come back and say goodbye to
both staff and pupils. If anyone has a special message for them, please email it to me and I will pass it on. Thank you for all
they have done – we will miss them hugely.

Ms Curtis and Mr Salvemini are also leaving us having returned to their home countries to be with family. This is very
disappointing, but fully understandable, and again we will miss them both.

We are delighted however to welcome – Mr French – Head of PE; Ms Clancey – Head of Year 7 and Transition and Ms
Gooden – Head of MFL – replacing Ms Senior who left at Christmas. They will be joining us physically as soon as they are able!
Ms Clancey will be, like Ms Kelly, a static head of Year 7 and we will be working with Year 6 pupils and teachers to ensure a
smooth transition. There will be some other changes to Heads of Year of other year groups and these are as follows: Ms
Gasper will take over the current Year 7 as they move to Year 8, Ms Gite will remain with Year 8 as they move to Year 9, Ms
Page will remain with Year 9 as they move to Year 10 and Ms Kee Rose will pick up Year 10 as they move to Year 11. We will
try and keep form tutors the same wherever we can and are not expecting significant staff changes in September.

Further news on exam grades has just come out and we will be reading this in more detail and sending out further guidance.
We will do our best as well to send out some form of academic reports early in the new term reflecting last terms’ work.
We will use future newsletters when we are up and running again to celebrate the amazing achievements of our pupils as we
normally do. A particular well done to five of our Year 12 students who have been accepted to the prestigious Aspiring
Professionals Programme with the SMF Social Mobility Foundation. They will receive work experience and university advice
and guidance.

Stay Safe and enjoy the Easter holidays as much as you are able.
All the best
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A poem by Chloe Baker, Year 10...
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We know that being stuck at home can be a bit of a drag.

However, it is so important that we all stay home and self-isolate,
and the more of us that do this, the quicker we will all be able to go
back to normal again! Here’s some fun activities to help the time
pass...and you never know, you might discover some exciting things
that you would never have found otherwise…
Keep a diary of your experience whilst you’re off school.

One day you’ll have children or grandchildren of your own who may well ask you
about this time. They’ll love to see what you were up to. You could write it, type
it, or use an app such as Mystagram which enables you to keep a photo diary
that only you can see. Imagine looking back on it in 40, 50, or 60 years time!

Why not use this time to do some research into your family history?

It might give you something to talk to older relatives about on the phone. Do
they remember any big moments in history: WWII; the Queen’s Coronation;
first man on the moon; fall of the Berlin Wall? Or you could use a website like
ancestry.co.uk (often offer free trials) to dig a bit further back. You could also
produce your own family tree; there are lots of websites to help with this.
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There are some great programmes to watch, with plenty on IPlayer ranging from
Lucy Worsley’s ‘Royal History’s Biggest Fibs’ to more recent, social history in
‘Back in Time for the Corner Shop’ (on BBC Catchup). If you prefer something
more dramatic and have Amazon Prime then how about Horrible Histories the
Movie or the Hetty Feather series. On Netflix there’s films like Darkest Hour (PG)
or Dunkirk (12).
Online there are some great sites for research, action and games. Have a look at:
https://schoolhistory.co.uk/games/ http://horrible-histories.co.uk/gory-games
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/handsonhistory/

Free Audible books for kids

For as long as schools are closed, Amazon has cancelled the subscription of books
and audio stories for children and pupils of all ages. Kids everywhere can
instantly stream an incredible collection of stories, including titles across six

different languages, that will help them continue dreaming, learning, and just
being kids.
All stories are free to stream on your desktop, laptop, phone or tablet.
Explore the collection, select a title and start listening.
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
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Ms Kerr says...

Name That Pathogen!

Answers on Page 9!
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Ms Krakue would like to share some links to low-cost
recipes you can all cook at home. Good food goes a long
way to keeping us all healthy, not to mention being a fun
activity when we’re all stuck at home!
Here are some useful websites for budget recipes during
this time of uncertainty.
https://realfood.tesco.com/recipes/collections/on-abudget.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/collections/
budget_dinner_recipe_and_ideas
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/collection/budgetvegan

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/vegetarian-food-on-a
-budget/
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/cheapvegetarian-recipes
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Do you want to learn more about Science, Technology Engineering or
Maths? Well, now’s the time, says Ms Faria. It is, after all, those three
skills which will bring an end to the current crisis, whether treating those
who are already suffering from the illness, designing and manufacturing a
new generation of ventilator or developing a vaccine to ensure it can
never come back to haunt us again.

You can complete these activities at your own pace, just check out the
links below if you are curious about Science, Technology Engineering or
Maths...
Family Activities
To Do From
Home

Biology
Activities

Chemistry
Activities

Physics
Activities

Computing
Activities

Design and
Technology
Activities

Maths Activities

Post-16 Activities

Answers to “Name That Pathogen”
1)

Black Death

6)

Ebola

2)

Foot and Mouth

7)

Chicken Pox

3)

Tuberculosis (T.B)

8)

Coronavirus

4)

Swine Flu

9)

Typhoid

5)

Yellow Fever

10)

Rubella
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CORONAVIRUS
We remind all pupils (and parents!) to please heed the official Government advice.
Remember;


Only leave the house for food, a brief period of exercise, or for work (but only if you
cannot work from home).





STAY AT HOME.



If you must go out for one of these reasons, stay 6ft (2 metres) away from other
people at all times.



Wash your hands as soon as you get home, for a minimum of 20 seconds, using
plenty of soap and water.
Do not leave home if you or someone you live with has a high temperature and/or a
new, continuous cough.

Do not meet others, not even your friends or family members. You can spread the virus
even if you don’t have symptoms. Why not keep in touch with them via Skype, FaceTime,
WhatsApp or even a good old-fashioned phone call?
If we all pull together and observe the Government advice, we will get through this, and
sooner rather than later. We at Heathcote would like to extend our best wishes to you,
your family and your friends, and we look forward to seeing you on the other side!

- Encourage

www.heathcoteschool.com

- Challenge
- Succeed
(Even in times of national pandemic…)
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