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A Message from the Head 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Wow! What a year of achievements and hard work 
from our pupils across all Year groups and our staff. 
This newsletter highlights some of the amazing tal-
ents of our pupils in and out of school. I must also 
draw your attention to two of our phenomenal 
sportspeople, Amy  Allison, who will compete in the National Swim-
ming Championships in Sheffield on Monday 30th July and Lucy Daw-
son, who is playing tennis at national and local level.  Both of these 
will be names to watch.  
 

You will know about a lot of changes that are taking place and we will 
keep you updated with some further details such as the new catering 
arrangements over the summer so please keep an eye on your emails. 
We want to work really hard to involve parents/carers much more in 
the school next year and I look forward to meeting many of you and 
hearing your feedback and ideas about the school. 
 

We have a new Chair of Governors, Amanda Roper, and I would urge 
you to read her welcome as well. Ian Moyes, the previous Chair, has 
contributed so much to the school and we are very grateful for all his 
work over the years. 
 

I am very excited about moving forward. We are fully staffed for            
September and look forward to welcoming these new staff on board. 
Please don’t be alarmed by the large staff turnover – this often               
happens when a new Head arrives but, in many cases, these staff have 
either received promotions or are leaving London. We wish them all 
well and look forward to hearing about their new pathways. 
 

I am looking forward to the GCSE and A Level results and we will share 
these with you as soon as we are able.  
 

I hope you have a wonderful summer and look forward to the start of 
my second year in this amazing job. 
 

Please don’t forget pupils need to arrive back after 10.40am ready for 
an 11am start on Wednesday 5th September and feel free to email me 
on ehillman@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk if you have any questions or 
queries over the holidays. 
 
Best wishes 
 

mailto:ehillman@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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A Message from the Chair of Governors 
 
Hello and welcome to the Governing Body’s column.  I was delighted to be 
elected as the new Chair of Heathcote’s Governing Body in July and want to 
pay tribute to my predecessor, Mr Ian Moyes, who will be a very tough act 
to follow.  The Governors and I look forward to making Heathcote an even 
better place to learn. 
 
It has been fantastic to see the students at Heathcote shine in 2017/18.  We 
have welcomed a whole new year - our year 7s - and the sixth form                       
continues to be a great example of academic and vocational education. 
 
Governors make good use of Twitter to keep well-informed of students successes... the short-listing of 
Glorious Chlorobox and Tech-Electrix for Shell's Bright Ideas challenge; the adventures of the Japanese 
Language Club (someone needs to explain the hammer and soy sauce video to me!); the achievements at 
netball, football, athletics and rounder’s; and the STEM activities.... I could go on.  It's impressive and                 
inspirational to see what's been achieved by all of you as individuals and teams in every year group. 
 
We are looking forward to finding out the results years 11 and 13 have achieved and what their next 
steps are going to be. 
 
For the school as a whole 2017/18 has been a challenging year. There have been many goodbyes to staff 
in all departments and at all levels.The Ofsted inspection in February has meant that the Headteacher 
and Governing Body have been looking hard at some key areas where we need to improve.  This has put a 
lot of pressure on staff who have been working tirelessly to make progress. 
 
2018/19 will, without doubt, be equally challenging. A few areas already on my list for the new school 
year, are improving the assessment of teaching and learning, the opportunities given to High Attaining 
Pupils, behaviour and attendance.  There are several other areas too and one I want to make sure of is 
that the Governing Body knows what the Heathcote experience is like for you - students and parents.  I 
would welcome your comments on this and what you think could make Heathcote THE school to get a 
good start in life. 
 
Please feel free to contact me:  aroper@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk - Governors are also looking at                  
opportunities for us meet each other. 
 
The achievements really make the challenges worthwhile and I’m looking forward to the new term.  Have 
a great summer! 
 

Amanda Roper 

mailto:aroper@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Farewell Year 11 
 

Friday 15th June saw the majority of GCSE exams completed. 

We held our annual shirt-signing tradition in the Sixth Form 

and Year 11 did this in style. With feathery skirt trims and glit-

tery named shirts, our Year 11     pupils said farewell to each 

other. Good luck to this wonderful year group for their exam 

results, and we wish them the best of luck for the future. We 

hope to see many of you in the Sixth 

Mudfest! 
 

Congratulations to Shania in Year 10 who completed 
the 'Pretty Muddy' 5k run on Saturday 9th June.               
Shania raised money for Cancer Research.  

 
What an achievement!  

Year 11 Prom 
 

The year 11 pupils celebrated coming to the end of their 5 years at Heathcote 
at a stunning prom in Walston Manor Golf & Country Club. They all looked     
stunning in their glamorous outfits and some of them even arrived in                        
Limousines. Pupils had a lovely hot and cold buffet and danced and happily 
chatted all evening. There was a lot of cheering and whooping over the awards 

   for best dressed, cutest couple and prom queen and king.  
 

A huge thank you to Ms Moraldo  for organising the successful event! 
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Since Easter, we have had a new Behaviour, Attendance and Children Missing in Education Officer 

(BACME), formerly Educational Welfare Officer. Her name is Nathalie Bennett and she will be              

working closely with our Attendance Administrator to support the parents and pupils of our school.  

 

Calling in for an absence: 

 
If your son or daughter is not able to come into school for any reason, please call the school on 020 

8498 5110 and select option 1 for a pupil absence. Please clearly state the pupil’s name, form and the 

reason for the absence. Saying that they are ‘unwell’ or ‘sick’ is not a good enough reason to authorise 

an absence. You will need to ring in every day that your child is absent. If your son or daughter has a 

medical appointment, proof of the appointment (either a medical appointment card or letter) must be 

provided to authorise the absence. Pupils are expected to attend school before and after the                           

appointment. 

 

If your son or daughter is not marked in school, and we have had no contact from you, a Truancy Call 

will be activated. This system will call the numbers listed for your son or daughter, in sequence, until 

an answer is obtained.  

 

Please ensure that you contact the school when your son or daughter is absent. Failure to respond to the 

Truancy Call will result in the absence being unauthorised.  

 

Please do not email the school/tutor as these do not always get to the Attendance Office in time for    

Truancy Calls to be stopped. Please use the above procedure and call when there is an appointment or 

other reason for absence. 

 

Persistent Absence 
 

Once your child has been absent for 5 days, either in one session or spread over the year, a letter          

requesting medical proof will be sent out to you. Any further absences will be unauthorised unless    

medical evidence is provided. If the absences continue, parents/carers will be called in for a meeting at 

the school. Failure to engage with the steps can result in it being passed to the BACME Officer, this can 

result in court action, fines and even a criminal record. 

 

Holiday 

 
Term time holiday is not agreed by the school under any circumstances. If you still decide to take your 

son/daughter out of school, despite the requested time being turned down, you are liable for a penalty 

notice. This is currently £120 per parent, per child. This does reduce to £60 if paid within 21 days. 

 

Please see the letter opposite from the BACME team outlining attendance, please note the information 

regarding absences near school holidays. 

Attendance Information 



5 

Re: IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ALL PARENTS/CARERS 
 
Heathcote School and Science College has been working hard to improve the attendance of all pupils. It is 
widely recognised that the educational outcomes and future life chances of children and young people 
can be significantly impacted upon by periods of absence. All children should aspire to achieve 100% 
attendance; therefore we want to encourage parents/carers to ensure that their child attends school  
every day and on time. We do appreciate the fact that a significant number of pupils have excellent 
attendance and this should be commended. 
 
At Heathcote School and Science College, we fully appreciate that there may be occasions when a pupil’s 
attendance may be affected due to exceptional circumstances. In these cases support and advice will      
always be available from the school. Unfortunately, despite this support, attendance levels for some            
pupils continue to fall below the school’s expectations of 96%. All pupils’ attendance is closely monitored 
by the school and only the Headteacher has the power to authorise any absence during term time. 
 
All requests for leave during term time (Family Holidays) must be made in writing to the Headteacher. 
Failure to request any leave in term time will result in the absence being recorded as unauthorised and 
may cause the Local Authority to issue Penalty Notices or consideration of other statutory action which 
may be prosecution. 
 
Absences before or after a School holiday, will require you to provide medical evidence. If medical                  
evidence is not provided you may receive a Fixed Penalty Notice for an unauthorised holiday. 
 
From the date of this letter, any parents/carers of pupils who accrue unauthorised absence are now duly 
warned that they may receive a penalty notice or be prosecuted in the Magistrate’s Court. Under Section 
8 of the Pupil Regulations, your child’s name could also be removed from the school roll if they go on            
unauthorised leave. 
 
A penalty notice will be issued to each parent/carer for each child. The penalty notice incurs a fine of 
£120 to be paid within 28 days, which is reduced to £60 if paid within the first 21 days. 
 
Failure to pay the penalty notice may result in legal proceedings being taken against you. Other statutory 
action may also be considered under the Education Act 1996, which may result in you being prosecuted in 
the Magistrates’ Court. If you are found guilty, you will receive a criminal record and may receive a fine of 
up to £2,500 and/or three months’ imprisonment. 
 
If your child is experiencing any problems that may be affecting their attendance or punctuality, then 
please contact the school to discuss any support that could be provided to ensure their regular                  
attendance. We would also request that parents/carers provide school with medical evidence when              
absence is related to illness, i.e. a copy of prescriptions or medical/appointment cards. 
 
Once again, thank you for supporting Heathcote School and Science College in improving attendance, 
which will ensure that all pupils in school have the opportunity to reach their full potential and improve 
outcomes for their future. 
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Year 10 Field Trip to Essex Coast 
 

On Wednesday 25th April and Thursday 26th April, the three Year 10            
Geography classes went to Walton-on-the-Naze in           
Essex to carry out some fieldwork on coastal                       
defences. Tegan Whitney in Year 10 reports back 
from the field... 
  

We left school at roughly 8:35am and boarded the coach. The coach 
journey was approximately 2 hours and we arrived in Walton at about 
10:30am. When we arrived, the first thing I saw was the ocean - the 
sun was shining, which made the ocean glisten; however, there was 
still a biting wind chill. 
  
When we got off the coach we were led into the Naze Centre, where 
we were introduced to two women from The Essex Wildlife Trust. 

They explained to us the activities 
would take place during the day 
in order to undertake our  fieldwork studying ‘the effective-
ness of Walton-on-the-Naze’s coastal management’. We 
were split into two teams and handed a data collection 
booklet which we would be completing throughout the day. 
After that, we were taken by our guide (Angela) who led us 
down to the Crag Walk, where we sat and discussed what 
coastal               processes are acting upon the Naze coast-
line. She also gave us some background information on Wal-
ton's cliffs and the way the unmanaged beach had formed 
geologically. We then completed annotated field sketches 

and environmental                   quality surveys to aid our investigations. Once everybody had 
completed these, we headed down to the managed part of the beach. 
  
When we got down to the managed part of the beach, we were split 
into small teams. Each team was given a pair of tape measures, one of 
which we used to measure 18 metres from the shoreline to the end of 

the groyne. We then took the           
second tape measure and              
measured the height of the 
groyne from the top, right down to the sand. We did this to 
determine how much sediment there was and how the 
groynes were preventing the process of longshore drift. For 
this method we use  systematic sampling, repeating every 
two meters along the groyne from the sea shore. 
  
 



7 

During lunch, we were given the opportunity to pay 
£1.50 to climb to the top of the Naze Tower. This is a 
100m tall lookout tower and Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), dating back to 1720. A fellow              
classmate and I took the opportunity to observe the 
view from the top was stunning. You could see right 
out to sea and all of the surrounding countryside. The 
view was breath-taking. 
  
After lunch, Angela called us all over and explained to 
us that we were going to measure the beach profile 
(how steep the beach is) at two locations; a section of 
the beach with groynes installed and a section without.  
We got into our teams of three and were given two 
ranging poles, a clinometer and a tape measure. We 
then once again had to measure 18 metres from the 
shoreline and lay the tape measure flat on the sand. 
Once we had laid the tape measure completely flat, we 
had to lightly hold the poles 2 metres away from one 
other and place the clinometer on the first white line 
on the pole.   
 
We then looked through the little window in the                
clinometer at the  inbuilt protractor inside. This would 
give us the gradient of the beach between the two-metre  
margin. Again, we used a systematic sampling methods and 
repeated this technique every 2 metres. 
  
After all groups had completed the task, we sat on the sea 
wall and collated our data to improve its credibility. We then 
had 5 minutes to relax on the beach before heading back up 
to the Naze Centre, where we discussed the limitations of our 
fieldwork and what could have affected our results. By the 
time we finished all the activities, it was roughly 2:35pm. We 
were given the chance to look around and some of us            
purchased some local shark teeth and fossils from the gift 
shop. We then all got back onto the coach and headed home, 
just as it  started to rain! We arrived back outside the school about 4:30pm, tired but feeling 
alive from our coastal experience. 
  
Overall, it was a great day which provided us with in the field experience which we can apply to 
our GCSE exam next year. A huge thank you to Mr Wright and the Geography department for           
arranging it! 
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STEM on Saturday Trips - Fact Finding, Fun and Food! 
 

Ms Faria, STEM Coordinator, tells us more about the exciting weekend STEM activities that have been  
taking place for some of our pupils. 

 

Our STEM Club has been involved in some amazing events on Saturdays, where 
we had the opportunity to learn a lot about STEM Careers, STEM research, STEM 

activities and occasionally enjoy some really nice 
food (thank you, TfL). 
 

In October, Chanel (Year 10), Doran, Hasan, Melih and 
Rayan (Year 8) attended the IEEE Open Day at the 
University of Westminster. They solved some                 
engineering problems, attended a lecture about the applications of Trigonometry to Computer Gener-
ated Models and watched some really advanced    demonstrations of developments in Robotics. With a 
little bit of time to spare, on our way back to the tube, we also managed to take a sneak peak at the 
Wellcome Collection's exhibitions and take some glamorous selfies in its beautiful reading room. 
 

In April, Takunda, Egemen, Jewel, Mosun (Year 7), Melih, Hasan, Mustafa (Year 8) and Chanel (Year 10) 
attended the Imperial Festival of Science at the South Kensington Campus of 
Imperial  College. We watched a fantastic presentation by the Science Muse-
um of explosive and noisy Science demonstrations, spoke to scientists and       
engineers at the forefront of some amazing engineering projects, from the 
areas of Medicine to Space Exploration, learned some CPR techniques and did 
many practical activities around the campus. In the end, we ran out of time 
to do everything we had picked out from the programme and came back 
wishing we could have stayed for longer. 
We will definitely be back next year, just 
a bit earlier. 
 

In May, Yutin, Jessi- ca, Kamile (Year 7), Melih, Hasan (Year 8) Chanel , Soad and Shahina (Year 
10) attended the TfL Engineering Youth Participation Day, in the London Transport Museum 
in Covent Garden. We were served some excellent food during the        opening networking 

session and met some very interesting and motivated people working for and interested in 
Engineering. We then attended a short lecture about careers in TfL and were all surprised 
with the amazing range of qualifications that allow you to work and learn with the organi-
sation. Throughout the rest of the day, we worked in groups to solve some challenges in pro-
gramming, planning and fact finding. After a delicious lunch, the youngest people at the 
event, our very own Year 7 girls, came home with a prize for winning a planning challenge 
involving mapping and timetabling. We couldn't be more proud!  
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Hyper Japan 
 

Dr Karpinkska tells us more about the exciting exhibition the Japanese 
club went to: 

 

On Friday 13th July, Japanese Language Club pupils  visit-
ed Hyper Japan event in Olympia, London. This event is 
dedicated to celebrating Japanese culture in all its as-
pects. This trip was sponsored by The Great Britain Sasa-
kawa Foundation. 
 

As we were leaving the school, sensei (teacher) took the register in Japanese, 
to the amusement of the reception staff. We all replied in Japanese and off we went (ikimashou!).  
 

During the long journey by foot, Overground and Tube, we 
discussed different ways we made what we were wearing 
relevant to Japan. Some of us had Japan-related clothes, 
others’ hairstyles had to be amended to reflect the                 
Japanese theme.  
 

On arrival, we had to wait in the queue to go through                 
security and we tried to recognise the various cosplays 

(people dressed up as characters from films or games). Keiran kept track of his guesses 
throughout the whole event! 

 

Once inside, we were overwhelmed with the wide variety of things to do and 
see. We took some group photos and went exploring. We watched                
performances by Japanese singers, took part in competitions (Alex won soy 
sauce after tirelessly trying to beat his bad luck), sang   karaoke, played games, 
shopped for different weird and wonderful items, 
learned about places to see in Japan, tried on               
Japanese clothes, tried exotic Japanese foods for 

the first time and even got some free samples to try. Melih built a Nintendo 
Labo drone. Jonah, Nithurshan and Jewel enjoyed Nintendo Switch games and 
we even tried to read Japanese writing on various items available in the show. 
Even Shimizu-san (school’s science technician who is  Japanese) was amazed at 
all the fun you can have in the event. The only two things we could not do was 
Food Show (as it was open to businesses only) and sake experience (as it was only for adults). 
 

We were tired and sad to leave, as the event continued after we left and on the weekend, but we had a 
lot of fun and we will come back again if we can. 
 

On the way back to the station, we met 3 Japanese ladies dressed in beautiful kimonos, who were also 
heading to Hyper Japan. Sensei asked in Japanese if they would like to join us for the group photo and 
they agreed. They were very impressed with pupils’ enthusiasm for learning Japanese and they wanted to 
know the name of the school who has such amazing pupils. Heathcote, we made you proud  
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School Uniform update: 
 
At Heathcote School we believe that school uniform plays a crucial role in creating an inclusive 
community, providing a school identity and demonstrating equality amongst pupils. Pupils are ex-
pected to wear school uniform at all times and a high standard of dress is required both within 
the school and when representing the school in the community. Whilst this list below is not defini-
tive or exhaustive, pupils are expected to be appropriately and respectfully dressed for school. 
The emphasis is on formal dress. Final decisions regarding the appropriate nature of uniform 
choice will rest with the Headteacher. 
 
All pupils must wear at all times: 
 

 A black blazer with a Heathcote Badge (sewn or ironed on) 

 A plain white shirt with collar, tucked in (any clothing worn under shirts must   be white) 

 A school tie * (with year group colours), with a minimum of 5 bars of the stripe showing. 

 Black school style trousers (not tight fitting), knee length skirt or full length skirt. 

 Black leather or leather look school shoes (no canvas or labels) 

 For clarity the following shoes are acceptable 

 Black leather Vans 

 Leather Nike Air Forces (not high tops)  

 Leather Kickers  
White or black, ankle/knee length socks or tights. 
 
Year group tie colours 2018/2019 
 
Pupils to keep ties for their time at Heathcote. 

 
 
. Optional 

 School style black V- necked jumper 

 Muslim girls may wear a plain black hijab. For other pupils  

Year 7 8 9 10 11 Prefect 

Colour Red Green Black White Blue Black 

Our school uniform suppliers are Speedstitch (Address: Speedstitch, Unit 32, Walthamstow 
Business Centre, Clifford Road, Walthamstow, E17 4SX, 020 8531 4446 – Opening times 9am 
– 5pm Monday to Friday). All information regarding prices and stock can be found on the              
website. You are able to purchase all of the school uniform from Speedstitch, but you may            
prefer to buy some items from other suppliers (such as supermarkets). Items with an * must be 
purchased from Speedstitch. In 2018, only new Year 7 pupils need to purchase a tie. If pupils in 
any year lose their ties or need a replacement, these can be obtained from the school office or 
Speedstitch. Badges can be purchased from school or ready-sewn onto the blazer if you              
purchase this item from Speedstitch. 
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Las clases de español cocinan frixuelos  

Pupils of Year 8 and Year 7 have been cooking this half term in MFL as they have been 
studying the module of Food in Spanish and French. Frixuelos are Spanish pancakes from 
the region of Asturias and Leon in Spain. Their French classmates went for the oh so               
famous crêpes!!! Any excuse to see our pupils in a different learning environment!!! 

Please Note 
 

 Belts, hair bands and other accessories must be plain and in school colours. 

 Boots may be worn to school in bad weather but must be changed for school shoes on arrival 
at school. 

 Coats and hats can be worn to and from school but are not permitted in the school building 
during the school day. Coats/hats should be taken off before entering the building. 

 Hairstyles should be suitably formal. Significant hair colouring or shaving of hair (including 
patterns) is not permitted. 

 Hair accessories should be plain and simple. Bands and Ribbons should be black or white. 

 Light make-up is permitted. Nail polish and acrylic nails are not permitted. 

 One discreet item of jewellery per student may be worn i.e. 1 small pair of plain gold or silver 
coloured stud earrings 

 Diamante earrings are not appropriate. No other piercing is permitted. 

 Watches are encouraged. 
A large formal style school bag is compulsory (big enough to carry A4 books) 

15 
PE kit 

 School navy polo shirt (compulsory) * 

 School navy blue shorts (compulsory) * 

 School navy blue football socks (compulsory) 

 School navy blue tracksuit top and bottoms * 

 School navy blue leggings 

 School navy blue sweat shirt * 

 Black/White Trainers (with non-marking soles to protect sports hall floor) 
Towel 

 
Drama kit 

 

 Drama socks with a gripped sole. 
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STEM Club National Finalist! 

Our 3D Printing Project is one 
of the National Finalists of the 
Shell Bright Ideas Challenge! 
Ms Faria tells us about the 
amazing results for our STEM 
Club... 

  
  
A fantastic Park of the Future 
planned, designed and printed in a 
3D printer by our Year 8 pupils is 
now one of the five finalists in the 
Bright Ideas Chal lenge, a            
competition organised by Shell. 
  
Melih, the designer, said: "The 
competition challenged us to think 
about the problems that    cities of 
the future will face, in   particular 
around energy, pollution and 
transport. We had a few                
brainstorming sessions in the 
STEM Club and after a little bit of           
research decided that we wanted 
to create a project to tackle all of 
these issues. I want to become a 
designer one day so we decided 
that the most effective way to 
showcase all my ideas would be to 
create a Park of the Future, with 
many different technological              
solutions and the added benefit of 
bringing people in cities a beautiful 

social and cultural space to          
improve their quality of life. I 
learned a lot about 3D printing. 
When we found out that the                
project was one of the finalists and 
we would be at a Prototyping 
Workshop in Imperial College, I 
was really proud to be able to 
speak to all the staff there with 
confidence about the whole                     
process of creating the prototypes 
in my park." 
  
Ms Faria, STEM Coordinator, said: 
"This year's STEM Club is full of 
talented, independent and highly 
motivated pupils. It was an           
absolute pleasure to help them all 
develop their creativity, problem 
solving and presentation skills. It is 
wonderful to have one of the              
projects reach such a prestigious 
final and to have the chance to 
keep supporting next year's STEM 
Club with the prize money we will 
receive. We were all so proud to 
see Melih being interviewed on ITV 
and London Live too, plus the boys 
were  p r i v i l eged  to  meet                      
competition ambassador and 
Countdown presenter Rachael          
Riley. The final will be on 6th July 
and the public can vote for the 
final winner. If you are interested 
in attending, please support our 
pupils. Many of the pupils in the 
STEM Club will be present, proudly  
supporting our finalists." 
  
Other pupils in the STEM Club 
have also won prestigious awards 
as a result of their  contributions 
to different activities. Prizes will be 
given out at the end of the               
Summer Term to: 

  
Chanel (Year 10) - STEM           
Amb a s s a -
dor Award -
 for helping 
to motivate, 
c ha l l e nge 
and mentor 
y o u n g e r  
pupils in 
the STEM       Saturday trips this 
year;  
  
Takunda and C.J. (Year 7) - 
STEM Initiative Awards - for     
developing an engineering project 
to design the best propelled gliders 
possible with materials supplied by 
the Smallpeice Trust. The               
prototypes were duly destroyed in 
testing, which was a huge source 
of fun to many of the Science 
teachers. 
  
Doran, George, Michael, James 
and Zak (Year 8) - STEM               
Enterprise Awards - for developing 
a cross-curricular project involving 
presentation skills that required 
e x t r e m e  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,              
research skills and technical                 
endeavour, which will be used in 
future years as a model to other           
pupils.  



Motivational Speaker 
 

 

 

Year 7-9 pupils had a fantastic experience with an inspirational talk 

from @JonPritikin on Tuesday. He had a very powerful anti-

bullying  message and moved a number of our pupils to tears.  

 

Jon travelled all the way to the UK from his home in California to 

talk to pupils across Waltham Forest about the devastation bullying 

can cause and the importance of looking after each other. 

Summer Showcase 
 

On Thursday the 12th of July 2018 Heathcote School and Science College, held its annual 
Summer Showcase.   
 
The Steel Pan band opened the concert with arrangements of Carousel and Poker Face. Other acts                     
included piano, guitar and vocal solos and the vocal group sung, with passion, two songs, Happy by                     
Pharrell Williams and Crazy by Gnarls Barkley, Matthew and Jasmin ended the concert with a spectacular 
arrangement of Wonderwall by Oasis. Jude, in Year 13, astounded the audience with his performance of 

extracts of Beethoven’s Pathetique. We would 
like to take this opportunity to wush Jude every 
success for the future and thank hi, for his work 
in the Music department over the last 7 years. 
 
Comments from performers, parents, teachers 
and members of the public were really positive 

and everyone had an enjoyable time. 
 
A huge thank you to all of the performers and Mr Argyrakis who coordinated the ‘outstanding’ event.  

https://twitter.com/JonPritikin
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Sixth Formers at the London School of Economics 
 

Mr Angeletos, Sociology and EPQ Co-Ordinator, tells us more about the exciting  
opportunity awarded to three of our Sixth Formers. 

 

The LSE Choice programme at Heathcote School 
  
The LSE Choice programme is an amazing opportunity for high ability pupils from                           
under-represented backgrounds to get access to high quality Learning and Teaching at the London 
School of Economics (3rd in the UK) from a variety of experienced teachers/lecturers across subjects 
such as Sociology, Politics, Economics, History and Maths.  
 
The LSE Choice programme contains a one week long summer school in August, where LSE               
Academics such as Dr Claire Alexander, Dr Suki Ali and other esteemed active researchers conduct 
lectures and other mini projects with the pupils. Then, the pupils commit and follow 16 academic mas-
ter classes on Saturdays (10-12 pm) at the LSE on a variety of topics which are very sociological but 
not necessarily taught at school/college. For instance, Sociology pupils this academic year had the 
pleasure to learn and research topics on crime and deviance, religion, voting behaviour and class de-
alignment, social class and inequality (is the UK a meritocracy – does class matter?), research         
methodology, poverty, carry out sociological research with the local community and many other              
interesting and exciting topics.  
 
Mr Angeletos (EPQ co-ordinator and Sociology Teacher) has led the LSE choice programme this year 
at Heathcote School and with help from the rest of our Sixth Form teachers and Head of Sixth Form, 
Mr McCarney, has managed to successfully support three of our Sixth formers (Vlera Muherami for 
politics, and Taha Raza and Julet Lulaj for Maths) to gain a place at this prestigious scheme. Our 
Heathcote pupils had to compete against other more able pupils from across London schools and col-
leges! 
 
Mr Angeletos, who also teaches on the Sociology Saturday sessions at the LSE, says that this is an      
excellent and exciting opportunity for our pupils to gain more skills and subject specific in depth 
knowledge and expertise in topics which might not necessarily be taught at school thus, providing our 
pupils with extra skills and breadth. Equally, our pupils get to network and lobby with other                
pupils and teachers/lecturers from LSE and other distinguished educational institutions which               
undoubtedly provide them with a platform to excel in their educational career and the world of work.   
 
The Social Sciences department at Heathcote School has forged close ties with the LSE over the last 
year and also organised an academic trip for 25 Year 12s to the LSE in March 2018. We are proud to 
have these links with LSE and will continue to strengthen them.  
 
If you would like to be part of our continued success then visit Heathcote Sixth Form’s website for 
more information on how to apply. 
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About LSE 
 
The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) is the world’s leading social science uni-
versity, based in the heart of London. LSE CHOICE aims to identify talented young people from Lon-
don state schools and colleges, and give them the tools they need to apply to LSE and other competitive 
Russell Group universities. 
 
(LSE CHOICE is designed for Year 12/Year 13 pupils) 
 

Summer School 
 
The programme begins with a week-long Summer School at the end of August. Pupils will enjoy an 
intensive week focusing on their main CHOICE subject, consisting of: 
 
• workshops, classes and lectures 

• a relevant external visit 

• advice and guidance to help with university selection. 

Subjects: Economics, Government and Politics, History, Maths and Sociology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Why LSE CHOICE? 
 
 
 
 

“LSE CHOICE 
broadened my               

horizons.” 

“I got to meet                
like-minded people and 
engage with a subject 

at a different level from 
what I was used to at 

college.” 
“LSE CHOICE 

has been an amazing 
compliment to my  
A-level studies.” 
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Summer Art Exhibition 2018 
 

Ms Armitt, Art teacher, tells us more about the Summer Art Exhibition. 
 

This year the Heathcote Summer Art Exhibition featured work from year 8, 
and KS4 and KS5 pupils. The year 11 pupils’ impressed visitors with work from 
their “Fragments” exam unit. Junae Holder and Jesse Nnanna both                
interpreted the theme by creating artwork from fragments of broken glass in 
order to symbolise mental health issues. Junae’s glass sculpture of three                 
female torsos represents the pressure that girls and young women experience 
from social media to look a certain way. Jesse combined broken glass with his ink portrait to symbolise 
the psychological fragmentation caused by mental illness.  Maya McDonald and Danika Lewis were               
inspired by fashion for their “Fragments” pieces. Danika’s stunning dress is made entirely from old                 

fashion magazines, whilst Maya’s                             
flamboyant suit jackets represent the stark 
contrast between social expectations of 
children and adults. 
      
Year 12 and 13 pupils explored the theme 
“Freedom and Limitations”. Bethany 
Grover, who hopes to study Product Design 
at university, toured North Middlesex               
Hospital, taking photographs of medical 
equipment that has enhanced the quality of 
people’s lives, thus giving them more 
“freedom” to live fulfilling lives. She then              
re-created the images using Adobe                      
Illustrator.  

     
 

Tulin Uzguner explored the “Freedom” to make Art out of food. Her cupcake drawing was created using 
chocolate spread, and her loaf of Hovis bread was made entirely of toast. Emily Cook on the other hand, 
who will be studying Sociology and Psychology at Birmingham University, visited a homeless charity in 
Walthamstow and interviewed homeless people in order to understand the reasons why they became 
homeless. She then created a story board using a paper cutting on corrugated card technique, in order to 
represent the “limitations” that homeless people face. 
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Equipment – This is non-negotiable 
 
It is essential that you come to school each day fully prepared for every lesson with all the 
necessary equipment, including any additional equipment or clothing required for                        
specialised lessons such as P.E. This will be checked by staff every morning. 
 

You are expected to have a fully equipped school bag  with you at all times which must 
include: 

 

 A pencil case with pens (at least 3 blue or black writing pens and a green pen),              
pencil, ruler, rubber, sharpener, coloured pencils or felt tip pens and a protractor. 

 Exercise books and folders 

 Text books 

 Scientific Calculator 

 P.E kit  & drama socks (on appropriate days) 

 A reading book suitable to your reading level 

 Bottle of water 
 

All your belongings must be clearly labelled with your NAME 
(Especially uniform and outdoor coats) 

 
Each evening when you have completed your homework, check your timetable to make 
sure you have the right books and equipment for the next day. Pack all of your belongings 
into your school bag.  

NO MOBILE PHONES 
 

Mobile Phones and MP3 players MUST NOT be used in school and will be confiscated! 
 

 
 

YELLOW  
 
 
 
RED 
 
 
 
 

If you are caught using your Mobile phone/MP3 play-

er, you will need to hand it over immediately when 

requested. Then you can collect it from the office at 

the end of the day. 

If you are caught using your Mobile Phone/MP3 

player and DO NOT IMMEDIATELY hand it over 

when requested then your parents must collect it 

from the office 



18 

 

Heathcote win Lycamobile Cup Final again! 
 

Mr Prince, PE Technician and Coach, tells us more about our outstanding          
second win at the Lycamobile Cup. 
 

On Tuesday 8th May, eight of our Year 9 pupils represented Heathcote School in the West Ham 
Schools Tournament.  
 
Competing against seven teams, Heathcote put on a stunning display to win the overall              
competition. After a tough few games and an unbeaten qualification round, the boys pulled                 
together to beat Barking Abbey 3 - 0; a victory which propelled the team to the top of the           
table. After a nail-biting wait, Mr Prince and his Year 9 team were ecstatic to lift the trophy for 
a second year in a row.  
 
Special mention to Tommy who was awarded 'Player of the Tournament'- Well Done boys! 

 

We have a finalist group in the London City 
Airport's Future Prospects Programme! 

Melody, Saura, Harriet & Sophie planned 3 
retail units for the airport's extension and 
will now be competing at the final event 
with other London teams. We're keeping 

our fingers crossed for them!  

Japanese Clubs pupils            
enjoyed playing a board game 
in Japanese using Kanji dice. 

Thank you to Melih who          
sponsored tasty mochi ice 
cream to help us beat the 

heatwave. Oishii!  
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Made in Brunel Event 
  
Year 10 Product Design pupils 
took part in the James Dyson 
Foundation competition at the 
Made in Brunel event on            
London’s Southbank. Pupils 
produced a prototype model 
and presented their idea for an 
air-based lint roller called              
Lintair. The presentation that 
pupils gave was led by                
Isabella, Jasmin, Rachel and 
Thomas  who then took q           
uestions from the audience 
about their product concept. 
  

The group performed really well and produced a really           
interesting idea that met the brief and was environmentally 
sensitive, commercially viable and innovative. 

 

G&T Apprentice 

 
Our year 10 DEC! pupils gained a valuable experience                 
working with Gardiner Theobald partner Kat Clover and 
former pupil - now G&T apprentice - Thomas Bradford on 

their Revit designs 
for their Level 2 
coursework...  

 

 

 

 

Architectural Tour 
  
Year 10 DEC pupils visited Central London to tour our 
city’s iconic buildings and complete their research into              
interesting topographical features of the squares, plazas and 
terraces visited on the day. 
The pupils began by visiting 
the Lime Street area, where 
they studied the form of 
buildings such as Tower 42 
and the Lloyd’s building - 
comparing those to more 
modern examples of London 
architecture such as the   
Leadenhall building and 
the new “Scalpel” building. 
  
Enjoying a lunch along the 
banks of the river Thames 
next to London Bridge, our 
pupils then moved onto further iconic structures such as St. 
Paul’s Cathedral and the Barbican building. Pupils will 
now use their experience to help influence their own                 
community building project as part of their Design…
Engineer…Construct! course. 
 
 

Year 10 DT Trips 
Some of our Year 10 DT pupils enjoyed visits to London recently, studying some of the city's remarkable architecture and participating in a 

competitive workshop at the James Dyson Foundation. Head of DT, Mr Dolan, tells us more… 
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Year 13 say farewell 
 

Mr McCarney tells us about the farewell to our Year 13 pupils 
 

Year 13 pupils said their goodbyes formally at a leavers’            
afternoon tea on Friday 29th June 2018. 
 
The Headteacher, Miss Hillman, congratulated the pupils on their 
excellent progress throughout the year and took the time to 
thank all of the teachers for their ongoing hard work. Miss              
Hillman concluded by wishing the pupils all the best in the next 
stage of their education, training or employment and hoped that 
they would keep in touch and be part of the Heathcote Alumni. 

 
To wrap up the event, Ms Lewis (Head of Year 12 and 
Year 13) presented the Sixth Form Awards, which included               
categories such as ‘Best Dressed’, ‘Most Likely to be a              
Millionaire’ and ‘Most Likely to Run the Country’ as well as 
those for ‘Academic Achievement’ and ‘Outstanding              
Member of the School Community.’ 
 
We are very 
proud of our  

pupils and we wish every single one of them the best 
of luck for the future and that on Thursday 16th Au-
gust 2018 they all get the results they deserve. 

Maths Challenge 
 
We would like to say a very big congratulations to Keiran in Year 7 who 
achieved a ‘Merit’ in the follow-up round of the Junior Maths Challenge (UKMT). 
Having scored highly in the first round Keiran was invited to participate in the 
Junior Kangaroo. It is a one-hour multiple-choice paper, with 25 questions and is 
therefore similar to the Junior Challenge question paper (but more challeng-
ing!).  Keiran finished in the top 25% and received a certificate of Merit. We 
have high hopes for Keiran in future Maths Challenges!!! 
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Banned Items 
 
As we are a caring school, there are certain items that we do not allow onto the school premises for Health and Safety 
reasons and/ or because valuable teaching time can be lost when items are misplaced. 
 

We request that Parent/Carers ensure that the following items are NOT brought into school under any circumstances.  
We therefore do not accept responsibility for any missing or stolen items that are listed below. Confiscated food and 
drink will be disposed of. 
 

Pupils will be sanctioned for bringing these items into school and likely to have them confiscated at the very least. We 
operate a Red/Yellow bag policy for confiscated items (this is explained on the school website) 
 

 Mobile phones ( Pupils are permitted to use their phone only in the school office in an emergency)  

 Music devices and earphones 

 Large amounts of money (no more than £10) 

 Expensive ICT devices 

 Electronic equipment including portable game consoles 

 Cigarettes, E-Cigarettes, lighter and matches 

 Stink Bombs 

 Laser of any description 

 Chewing gum 

 Energy Drinks, sweets and chocolates 

 Knives, screwdrivers, tools or items that may cause harm 

 Hair comb pick 

 Metal pin tail comb 

 Caps and compasses 

 

Prohibited items 
 

 Weapons – or any object that could be used with the intention of harming another. 

 Alcohol 

 Drugs or drug paraphernalia 

 Fireworks 

 Cigarettes or smoking materials – eg. e-cigarettes, lighters 

 Stink or water bombs 

 Aerosols 

 Stolen items 

 Pornographic images 
 

In addition pupils are NOT ALLOWED to  
 

 Wear excessive jewellery or body piercing 

 Buy or sell items to other pupils 

 Lend or borrow money 

 Play penny up                     
                                                                                                                                            

These rules apply when pupils are on the school premises or travelling to and from school. 

 
THIS LIST IS NOT EXHAUSTIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM 
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Congratulations 
 
 
 
To Ms McHugh (Drama) on the birth of her baby girl 
To Mr Oran (Business Studies) on his wedding during the Easter break 
To Mr Hutchins (Assistant Headteacher) and Ms Teer (Catering Manager) who got married at Easter 
 
 
 
 

Staff Goodbyes 
 
 
 
As we come to the end of term, we say a fond farewell to some of our staff that have left over the 
summer term: 
 
Mr McCarney - Director of Sixth Form Ms Bolshakova - Art Teacher 
Mr Britto - Head of Science    Ms Rowton - Drama Teacher 
Ms Gooden - English Teacher   Ms Gogar - 2nd in P.E. 
Ms Huggins - P.E. Teacher    Ms Tootill - DT Teacher 
Ms Pantea - MFL Teacher    Ms Fernandez - MFL Teacher 
Ms Geldenhuys - Director of Maths  Mr Oboh - Lead for KS5 Maths 
Ms Richards - DT Teacher    Ms Jamieson - 2nd in Maths 
Mr Hore-Lacey– Geography Teacher  Mr Handa - Cover Supervisor 
Ms Longmuir - Learning Manager    Ms Crowhurst - Learning Manager 
Ms Ripo - Learning Manager    Ms Wallace - SEND Manager 
Ms Elgood - Librarian     Ms Robinson - HR/Cover 
Mr Yeter - Computer Sciences Teacher  Mr Abdul-Razzaq - IT Technician 
Ms Miller - School Counsellor    Mr Oomerjee - Lead for KS5 Science 
Ms White - Concierge     Ms Dawson - Progress Lead for History 
Ms Smith - Examinations Officer   Mr Patel - Deputy Headteacher  
Ms Fitzpatrick - Drama Teacher   Ms Mehru - English Teacher 
Ms Ahmed - Business Studies Teacher  Ms Pessoa - Teaching Assistant 
Mr Beard – Lead Teacher of the Deaf  Ms Abbis-Stubbs - Art Technician 
Ms Alefounder - Concierge/Mid-Day/Technician 
 
 
Thank you to all of our leavers for their hard work and commitment and would like to wish them all 

the best of luck in the future. 
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Changes to Role 
 
The following staff will be starting in new roles in September. 
 
Ms Faria - Joint Acting Head of Science  Dr Karpinska - Joint Acting Head of Science 
Ms Gasper - Head of Year     Ms Kee-Rose - Head of Year  
MS Gite - Head of Year      Ms Aksan - Exams and Data Assistant 
Ms Greenaway - SEN/Welfare Admin Officer Ms Allen - L&T Admin Officer 
Ms Daniels - Attendance Administrator  Ms Mills - Pastoral Admin Officer 
Ms Warden - Home School Worker   Ms Loader - Head of History 
Ms Jarrett - Head of HI provision   Ms Zaman - STEM Coordinator 
Dr Barad - KS5 Science Coordinator  Ms Burnett - Learning Mentor/Careers coordinator 
Mr Wellard - Resources Officer    
 
 
 

Welcome 
 

We would like to welcome the staff below who have joined us over the term, or will be joining us 
next term: 
 
 
Mr Lutu - Behaviour Support    Henry O’Connor - Senior Cover Supervisor 
Ms Turner - Behaviour Support   Ms Austin - Inclusion Manager 
Ms Price - Assistant SENCO    Ms Close - Deputy Headteacher 
Ms Page - Head of Year 8    Ms Jennings - HR Manager 
Ms Duval - General Admin    Mr Abbott - Deputy Headteacher 
Ms Manyumbu - Communication Support Worker Ms Curtis - Science Teacher 
Ms Dervish - HLTA Numeracy    Mr McClean - Director of Maths & Numeracy 
Ms Tobia - Assistant Headteacher   Ms D’Ottavio - MFL Teacher 
Ms Jacobs - 2nd in Maths     Ms Khan - English Teacher 
Ms Goodwin - Teaching Assistant   Ms Nawaz Khan - Maths Teacher 
Ms Thomas - English Teacher    Ms Waters-Rudge - Maths Teacher 
Ms Kelly - 2nd in PE     Ms Revoir - Geography Teacher 
Ms Middleton - English Teacher   Mr Plaza Garcias - MFL Teacher 
Mr Monk - Geography Teacher    Ms Kadir - English Teacher 
Ms Winter - Teaching Assistant   Ms Fraser - Drama Teacher 
Ms Winter - Teaching Assistant 
Ms Colville-Parris - Art Technician 
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Heathcote School and Science College, Normanton Park, Chingford, London E4 6ES. Tel: 020 8498 5110 

The aim of Heathcote School &  

Science College is to  provide an 

excellent education in a safe, 

supportive learning environment, 

where people are valued and make 

positive contributions to the school 

community and where pupils go on 

to become independent members of 

society. 

www.heathcoteschool.com 

Well done to Tianna in Year 9! 

Tianna has secured a top 10 finish 

(with a PB!) in the Essex Schools 

County Athletics Competition that 

was held on Saturday 9th June 


