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HEATHNOTES 

 

What a great week ! Whilst Challenge Week was always going to be more of a 

challenge than normal due to the pandemic, pupils have achieved incredible 

things—focusing on their assessments, engaging in rich dialogue and learning 

about a range of issues  - such as LGBQT  - and taking part in various inter-form 

activities (pictures on page 10). We hope that pupils will continue engaging at such 

high levels into next week. These assessments will really help staff to get a clear 

understanding of  where pupils are and what needs to happen next. Staff have 

done a great job of making the week a mixture of hard work and engaging and/or 

relaxing activities. Thank you to them! 

We know that many of you will be celebrating Eid this week and we ask you to  

respond to the letter promptly on Parent Mail about the day your child will be  

observing this festival, so we can plan accordingly. We do hope all our Muslim 

families have a safe and special celebration after such a challenging year. 

I look forward to seeing some of our pupils performing at the Walthamstow Trades 

Centre outside area on Sunday as part of a programmes of arts they are  

delivering. Thanks to the Creative Arts team for all they have done to support this. 

We were lucky enough to welcome 118 of our new Year 7 families to a Zoom  

Information Evening last night and cannot wait to meet you in person on 7th July. 

As we get back on track, all our futures seem more positive and none more so 

than the pupils at this school. This quote resonates more than ever, 

People are capable, at any time in their lives, of doing what they dream of." 

—Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist 

Have a great weekend, watch the weather and stay safe.  

Emma Hillman 
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LUNCH MENU 

 

Please see  

Appendix 1 for 

this term’s lunch 

menu 

Encourage  -  Challenge  -  Succeed 

NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 

B 

REMINDERS 

 Please park carefully and considerately in the 

school vicinity.  

 False eyelashes are not allowed and need to 

be removed before school. Acrylic nails are 

also not permitted. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Thursday 20th May: Year 8 Parents Evening  

 

Message from the Head 
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Numeracy Update 
 
 

You may remember that, back in January, five of our Year 10 pupils took part in the Mathletes competition, 
run by Sir George Monoux College.  Tanjima, Keiran, Yu Tin, Alex and Chinelo worked as a team to  
eventually win the competition, doing themselves and Heathcote proud and maintaining the title for  
another year! 
 
Well the pupils were presented with their prizes and trophy this week!  Each pupil received a £15 Amazon 
voucher and their trophy will be displayed in the trophy cabinet in the atrium! 
Here are some words from the pupils: 
Tanjima says: I will be spending my voucher on something special!  
Keiran says: I am really pleased to have won! 
Yu Tin says: I was honoured to be holding the trophy and I can ’t wait to spend my voucher! 
Alex says:  I really enjoyed the competition and so glad we won! 
Chinelo says:  I had so much fun competing in the competition! 
 
Congratulations everyone! 
 

From left to right:  Tanjima, Keiran, Yu Tin, Alex and Chinelo with their prizes!  Yu Tin is holding the trophy 
(it’s glass so a little hard to see)! 
 
 
Our very lovely trophy up close! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Article compiled by Miss Collins  
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Literacy Update 
 

 

Year 7 and 8 Parents 

Please note that the final Accelerated Reader test will  

commence week beginning 10
th

 May 2021 

 

 
English Department’s Book of the Week is “Going 

for Broke” by Jo Howard 
It’s 1987, in Manchester, feisty sixteen year old Jess is sick of her bossy 
dad, Cyril, and submissive mum, Doreen; she hates her life. When  
good-looking, charming 24 year old Eddie shows an interest, she is soon 
swept up in his world of alcohol, crime and debt. As she arrives at Tommy 
Ducks pub, for their second date, she sees Eddie talking to a flashy blonde. 
Jess ignores her suspicions, gets drunk and stays out all night at Eddies. 
The row she has with her dad, next day, strengthens her decision to leave 
home. 
What follows is a break-neck, brutal, coming of age story as Jess struggles 

to make her new life work in the most difficult circumstances. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In March of this year the English department participated in a focus group with parents which 
sought to explore the diversity of our English curriculum at Key Stage 3. Whilst this was a positive 
experience, the majority of texts on the national GCSE and A-level curriculum are still written by 
heterosexual, white males: pupils at Heathcote may be deterred by this lack of representation. We 
want this to change and have, consequently, successfully applied to be a Lit in Colour pioneer 
school. This is the start of more diversity work moving forwards across the curriculum.  
 
Collaborating with Penguin, Pearson and The Ruddymede trust, the English department at  
Heathcote are committing to including a text by a minority author as a core part of our A-level  
curriculum from September 2021. Recognising and commending our desire to diversify our  
curriculum, the aforementioned organisations are responding by sending the school: 
 
 Free copies of the A-level text (Never Let me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro in the place of either 

Frankenstein or The Handmaid’s Tale).  
 Free schemes of work for this text 
 CPD sessions for our department 
 Meet the author opportunities  
 400 books by BAME authors for the library—accessible to all pupils.  
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Year Group News 
 
Year 7 
 
Year 7 have had a fantastic start to Challenge Week, I am extremely impressed with their mature attitude to 
their exams and the level of work they are completing to ensure they achieve to the best of their ability. The 
have coped well with the changes to the timetable and from my learning walks this week they are  
enthusiastic and engaged in their learning. Please remind your child to look through the timetable for next 
week and, in particular, pay attention to the days where they may have Drop Down sessions which are  
different to their normal lessons and locations. Main events for next week include exams in Maths, PE,  
History and DT and a Drop Down session on Internet Safety.  

Thank you to Loreta, Myles, Imad, Inaaya, Soriya, Nyren and Teddy M who provided an informative  
message for our new Year 7 pupils joining in September, your advice and guidance will be invaluable to 
them. I would also like to say well done to 7.4 who have received amazing feedback from Ms Donoghue 
from their drop down session on ‘unhealthy relationships’ showing a mature attitude throughout. Particular 
well done to Stephen, Kai and Jayden for fantastic contributions.  

Have a lovely weekend! 

Miss Clancey 

 

 

Year 8 
 
Uniform on the whole still remains good this week. Please continue to contact Ms Warden  

(cwarden@heathcote.waltham.sch) if there are any issues with uniform you wish to discuss.  

Challenge Week is mid flow and I am very proud of all the hard work and focus Year 8 have  

demonstrated in their lessons, drop down sessions and exams. The majority of pupils are living up to our 

ethos and revealing themselves to be: Knowledgeable, Inspirational, Nurturing and Driven. 

I am pleased to share some positive messages from our year pupil ambassadors: 

Congratulations to:  

Mathiry Senthilvannan “Engages a lot in lessons and is happy to help others” 

Anthony Chee “Always does the work and is on time” 

Lucy Baker “Engages and does the work and is non-disruptive” 

With regards to movement around the school, please remind your children to walk in an orderly manner and 

to keep noise to a minimum when moving around the school building in order to keep everyone safe and to 

reduce disruption to classes which are taking place since the school day is still staggered with differing  

lesson times for each year groups. If pupils have extra energy, please encourage them to attend  

extracurricular sports for Year 8 are as follows:  

Tuesday 7.30am Tennis 

Thursday 7.30am Volleyball 

Thursday 2.40-4pm Football or Rounders (pupil’s choice) 

In week 2 of Challenge week Year 8 exams are: English, Geography, Language, PE and History. 

Drop Down sessions include Online Safety and Interform (Pupils should come in PE kit for Interform 

on Thursday). 

Please continue to encourage pupils to be on time and well prepared. 

Have a lovely weekend and good luck to Year 8 with their upcoming exams, 

Ms Gasper 

mailto:cwarden@heathcote.waltham.sch
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Year Group News 
 

Year 9 

As we reach the half way point of the Challenge Week, Year 9 pupils have had a mix of subject tests as well as PIE  

workshops. I was most pleased with pupils who faced poor weather conditions during their session of Inter-Form earlier 

this week. There has been positive feedback from pupils so far. 

During their Inter-Form session, the year group displayed GRIT – Growth to work together, Resilience to preserve  

individually as well as a form; Intelligence to achieve a common goal and Tenacity to overcome struggles. Well done – 

super impressive!  

In preparation for next week, please support pupils by checking they are ready for the day; Challenge Week 2, Week B 
timetable is below for support with room allocation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge well done to Year 9 pupils consistently achieving positive points for themselves but equally raising the form  
profile. The positive behaviour points across the year group is inspiring, despite lockdown closure. Although 9.5 were 
leaders at the start of Year 9, it will be interesting to see if they finish top again and retain their title ‘Highest  
Achievement Points’ at the end of the year. A close call between 9.3 and 9.4… who will triumph? 

 

  

 

 

 

Hope you have a lovely weekend.  

Ms Gite  

KEY 

  Normal Lesson   Event   Test 

Group 9a 9b 9c 9d 

Exam 
Room 

H124 H125 H126 H127 

  

Group 9e 9f 9g 9h 

Exam 
Room 

H128 H129 H130 712 

The Year 9 vaccination for Diptheria, Tetanus, Polio and Meningitis will be taking place on Wednesday 
16

th
 June. 

Each pupil will receive an information pack which contains information and a consent form. These will be  
distributed to ALL Year 9 students. The forms will need to be returned even if refusal is given to the  
vaccination – Vaccination UK have to provide evidence to the Department of Heath evidence that ALL  
students have been offered the vaccination. 
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Year Group News 
 
Year 10 

Some light at the end of the Covid tunnel! This week we were able to hold our first Year 10 assembly for 

over a year. It was so nice to see the whole group in person and I’m glad to say they were looking extremely 

smart and behaved very impressively. Mr Abbott and myself used this opportunity to clarify the importance 

of Challenge Week and share lots of useful revision tips with the pupils. I hope that they find these useful. I 

would also like to remind Year 10 that in a very short time they will be Year 11, the top of the main school. 

They need to ensure that they are punctual, fully equipped and focused in every lesson – the GCSE push 

starts here! I am confident that they can meet this challenge and be positive role models to those students in 

the years below. 

 

Last Wednesday, we carried out a thorough uniform check. I am pleased to share with you that this went 

very well and the vast majority of Year 10 pupils were wearing correct uniform. There were just a few  

recurring issues; the wearing of black leggings – please note that for both PE, Dance and extra-curricular 

sport the Heathcote PE kit should be worn, pupils may also wear plain navy blue leggings; quite a few  

inappropriate piercings; and some VERY long false eyelashes. Please remind your child that only 1 pair of 

small studs is acceptable – no upper ear piercings and no nose studs or rings, no false eyelashes or acrylic 

nails. Thank you to parents for supporting with the replacement of items which did not fit the school policy. 

Please see the school website for further information regarding this and contact Ms  

Warden  (cwarden@heathcote.waltham.sch) if there are any issues with uniform you wish to discuss.  

 

Pupil Ambassador update: I am delighted to announce that we have 3 new students joining our Pupil  
Ambassador team. Summer, Hana and Rebecca will be joining Daniel A, Jaina and Roisin – congratulations 
to all! The ambassadors have been busy collecting peer praise suggestions this week, with awards going to 
Esther for amazing effort in all lessons, Megan for kindness to others and Iulia for helping her peers 
when they are struggling in class. The Pupil Ambassadors would love to hear from any Year 10 pupils with 
their nominations or information about their own out of school achievements. We also welcome suggestions 
for community events or activities. 

 

A reminder to pupils that there is no access to the toilets at the end of the day, these are only available at 
break and lunch; the toilets are locked all other times. Please remind your child that they should be using 
these facilities at these times. If your child has a medical condition that requires more frequent access to the 
toilet, please do let me know. 

 

Finally, I am glad to say that Year 10 behaviour in the local community is much improved. I hope that this 
continues. We encourage pupils to leave school swiftly and make their way straight home. Please do not 
congregate on Station Road or Chingford Mount. If using the bus please be aware of members of the public 
(particularly parents with younger children or the elderly), allow them to get onto the bus first and don’t push, 
and don’t forget your mask! 

 
Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Best regards, 

Mrs Page 

 

 

 

mailto:cwarden@heathcote.waltham.sch
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Other News 
 

 
 

Jacob Poole 

Autumn Playdon 

Tallulah Williams 

Big well done for Year 7s creativity in art. These are just a few examples of 
excellent mask designs that are inspired by a variation of different  
African tribes. Students have been encouraged to put their own personal 
twist on them to make it their own and let their creativity shine! These  
designs will become 3D and were very excited to see them come to life. 

Olivia Booth 

Ella Bowley 

Jasmine Rudd 
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Other News 
 

Opportunities from our Cambridge University link College, Caiusa 
 

Caius Explore: deadline Saturday 31
st

 July  

We have developed a selection of tasks and questions across twelve different subjects. They are 

aimed at helping students to develop their academic interests beyond the school curriculum. Not 

only is developing their academic interests one of the best things they can be doing to make a  

competitive application to Cambridge, but we also think it's a very good thing to do for its own sake! 

More details about these competitions can be found here:  

https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/access-outreach/resources-and-events/caius-explore  

 

Parents talk: deadline Wednesday 19
th

 May 

On Thursday 20
th
 May we will be running a session specifically designed for parents and carers of 

potential applicants. This one hour session will introduce the application process and provide  

attendees with tips for how best they can support their children. Please ask any interested parents 

to sign up using the following link:  

https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cVaZD3QF2I2jY4m  

 

Year 10 and 11 talk – deadline Friday 21
st

 May  

On Monday 24
th
 May we will be running a session specifically designed for Year 10 and Year 11 

state school students. This one hour session will cover important topics such as A level selection 
and supercurricular exploration. Please ask any interested students to sign up using the following 
link: https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_elZMSZqw0pgPvhA  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cai.cam.ac.uk/access-outreach/resources-and-events/caius-explore
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cVaZD3QF2I2jY4m
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_elZMSZqw0pgPvhA
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Other News 
 

 

Enrichment in Challenge Week 
 

All pupils in Years 7 – 9 and Years 10 and 12 have been participating in Challenge Week so we 

can assess what has been learnt during lockdown. Pupils have also been enjoying a series of drop 

down activities relating to PIE or wider issues such as Careers, which has provide some relief from 

assessments. 

These sessions have been led by external facilitators on the following topics:  

 Exploitation and grooming 

 Prevent 

 Internet safety 

 Drug awareness 

 Gender and Identity 
 
“The exploitation and grooming  drop down session really helped me to understand the issues 
around this through fun and  interesting conversations” Janae Stewart, 8.7.  
 
“The sessions have been really interesting and a different experience for me… I think they have 
been a good use of time because I have learnt some new facts about gangs and drug awareness” 
Ismail Veseli, 8.5 
 
The Inter-Form competitions have been a huge success  with pupils in PE undertaking a  

number different competitions:  

“It was very exciting and great that the whole year group was able to participate – the competitions 

were friendly and enjoyable and we were able to communicate and work successfully in our team 

to succeed ” Gabi Stankova, 9.2. 

“It was great that we got to undergo team building with our form and take a break from lessons and 

exams” Yu Xuan Wang, 9.2 
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Challenge Week Photos 
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Praise Points 

Best in Form 

Form Name Total 

7.1 Duncan, Gabriella 8 Points 
7.2 Barfi, Samuel 6 Points 
7.3 Thomson, Ryan 6 Points 
7.4 Bowley, Ella 6 Points 
7.5 Mosescu, Laurentiu 4 Points 
7.6 Aras, Zuzanna 5 Points 
7.7 Al-Bahry, Nawrah 6 Points 

8.1 Waidson, Lewis 2 Points 
8.2 Alisigwe, Chidi 7 Points 
8.3 Lala, Veriona 2 Points 
8.4 Abel, Sasha 2 Points 
8.5 Kalungi, Allan 3 Points 
8.6 Abunevicius, Dom 1 Points 
8.7 Kilinc, Kevin 2 Points 

9.1 Wagner, Jessica 4 Points 
9.2 Ahmed, Haleema 3 Points 
9.3 Da Costa, Damali 2 Points 
9.4 Shah, Hirah 4 Points 
9.5 Hull, James 3 Points 
9.6 Parmenter, Brandon 4 Points 
9.7 Bulliqi, Leon 4 Points 

10.1 Baptiste-Darroux, Naomi 2 Points 
10.2 James, Chiquera 3 Points 
10.3 Chowdhury, Zain 1 Points 
10.4 Choudhury, Tasneema 2 Points 
10.5 Osuji, Chinelo 2 Points 
10.6 Valsan, David 2 Points 

11.1 Ahmed, Halima 1 Points 
11.2 Mudaliar, Amy 2 Points 
11.3 Konon, Kinga 1 Points 
11.4 Ghita, Vlad 1 Points 
11.5 Sanusi, Israel 1 Points 
11.6 Ammara, Alex 1 Points 
13.1 Benbetka, Inas 1 Points 
13.2 Mahdi, Asmae 1 Points 
13.4 Halibi, Douaa 1 Points 

Name Form Praise Rank 

Duncan, Gabriella 7.1 8 1 

Khan, Amira 7.1 8 1 

Alisigwe, Chidi 8.2 7 3 

Clark, Jack 7.1 7 3 

Havard-Wards, Stella 8.2 7 3 

Achim, Izabela 7.1 6 6 

Al-Bahry, Nawrah 7.7 6 6 

Alizai, Khaleeda 8.2 6 6 

Asid, Maryam 7.1 6 6 

Barfi, Samuel 7.2 6 6 

Bowley, Ella 7.4 6 6 

Defroand, Ashirah 7.1 6 6 

Gashi, Ilir 7.1 6 6 

Mahmood, Farhan 7.1 6 6 

Montague, Daisy 7.7 6 6 

Norteye, Myles 7.7 6 6 

Rudrum, Darcey 7.1 6 6 

Stoughton, Wyatt 7.2 6 6 
Thomson, Ryan 7.3 6 6 
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Covid Home-
Testing Up-

date 

 

 

Appendix 1 
 

Lunch Menu 
 

 Meat option 
Vegetarian  

option 

Available 

daily 

Week 1    

 

 

Cheese Panini 

 

Choice of  

sandwiches 

 

Salads/Vegetables 

 

Yoghurts 

 

Fruit 

 

Water 

Monday 

Cheese and Sweetcorn 

Quiche with  

Diced Potatoes 

Jacket Potato and Beans 

Tuesday Chicken Korma and Rice  Vegetable Stir Fry 

Wednesday Sausages and Mash Vegetable Pasta Bake 

Thursday Jerk Chicken and Rice 
Cheese and Onion Tart, 

and Wedges 

Friday Fish and Chips Tex-Mex Wraps and Salad 

Week 2  

Monday 
Chilli Dog and  

Sauté Potatoes  
Arrabiata Pasta  

Tuesday 
Chicken Zinger Wrap and 

Salad 

Macaroni Cheese and  

Garlic Bread 

Wednesday Chicken Biryani  
Vegetable Samosa and 

Mixed Rice 

Thursday Jerk Chicken and Wedges Butternut Squash Curry 

Friday Fish Fingers and Chips Jacket Potato and Beans 


