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HEATHNOTES 

 

 

A couple of pupils approached me last week to ask if the school would do something to 

recognise the anniversary of George Floyd’s tragic death. It was great that pupils felt they 

wanted to recognise this important event and I was very impressed that they went about 

this in the right way. I asked Ms Elmi to sit down with them and make a plan and their voice 

has led to a positive event taking place in school next week (including a video they made to 

be shown in class and an opportunity to raise money by buying wrist bands to support 

‘Stop Hate UK’ and a 1 minute silence) —real citizenship in action. The Art department are 

also planning a big piece of art to be displayed in school with a similar theme. 

We are so sad to be saying goodbye to Year 11 and Year 13 at the end of next week. It 

seems so sad that your last two years of schooling here have been disrupted, but you have 

been amazing throughout, however difficult you have found things. We will miss all of you, 

although we are lucky enough that many of you will stay with us in the Sixth Form and we 

hope those leaving in Year 13 will remain linked to the school and come back and share 

your journeys with the school community. We wish you all the best with your child’s grades 

and will see many of them during the post 16 Transition Programme and hopefully all of 

them and you on Results Day. 

Although things in the world seem challenging at the moment, there is so much going on 

that is positive in school, locally and nationally and I like to remember ((thanks to US jour-

nalist Doug Larson)  

“Bad news travels fast. Good news takes the scenic route”. 

I am optimistic about the future. Have a great weekend. 

Emma Hillman 

Headteacher 
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LUNCH MENU 

 

Please see  

Appendix 1 for this 

term’s lunch menu 

 

Encourage  -  Challenge  -  Succeed 

NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 

B 

REMINDERS 

 Please park carefully and considerately in the 

school vicinity.  

 False eyelashes are not allowed and need to 

be removed before school. Acrylic nails are 

also not permitted. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 Wednesday 16th June: Year 9 ACWY 

(Meningitis) and DTP Injections.  

 Half term: Tues 1st June - Fri 4th June 

 

Message from the Head 
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Literacy Update 

 

Year 7 and 8 Parents: Please note that the final Accelerated Reader test started this week and will continue to 

the end of next week. 

 

Amazing AR Quiz Results: Rosie Hutler 100%  Mathiry Senthilvannan  95% 

Oluwadamilola Adamson  90% Oliver Douglas  90% 

 

All parents: Please remind your child that they can loan a book from the library. This can be organised 

through their English teacher. 

English Department’s Book of the Week is “Find Me” by Romily Bernard 

  

A girl is dead… A killer's closing in… And two little words are the only clue… "Find 
Me". 

 

These are the words that Wick Tate finds in Tessa Wayne's diary. And now Tessa 
has been found … dead. Does someone out there really expect Wick to uncover 
the truth about her death? 

 

An expert computer hacker, Wick has the skills for the job, but with the threat of her 
ex-con dad returning, the detective hunting him sniffing around and new foster par-
ents to keep happy, getting involved with a murder case is the last thing she wants 
to do. Until her little sister, Lily, is the next target. 

 
Foster child. Daughter of a felon. Loner hacker-girl. Wick has a bad attitude and 

sarcasm to spare. And now she's going to find this killer, no matter what it 

takes….because it just got personal. 

Using Language at Home 

 

Literacy Focus: Speaking at home 

 

Message for pupils: 

  Speak in standard English as much as you can. 

  Use full sentences whenever you can. 

  Try and use vocabulary that challenges you. 

  When talking about a specific subject— use the language of the subject. 

  Talk clear and loud enough to be hear. 

  Try and have conversations with different people throughout the day. 

 

Message for parents: 

  Create many opportunities for short bouts of talk. 

  Prepare your child well by modelling and giving examples. 

  Reward when what is being said shows progress for that child such as the use of excellent vocabulary. 

 Let your child talk without interruptions. 
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Numeracy Update 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Articles compiled by Ms Collins 

 

UKMT Maths competition 
 
A few weeks ago two of our Year 10 pupils took part in 
their follow on rounds from the intermediate UKMT 
Maths competition! David Valsan in 10.6 got through to 
the Pink Kangaroo round.   
 
The Pink Kangaroo is a follow-on round to 
the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge. It is a 60-
minute, multiple-choice competition consisting of 25 
mathematical problems. 
 
‘Pink kangaroo’ might be an odd name for a competition 
but it is named because the 
name ‘Kangaroo’ acknowledges the contribution made 
by Australia to establishing large-scale mathematics 
contests. 
 
David did really well by reaching this stage of the com-
petition and we are all really proud of him!   
 
Here is David with his certificate...well done! 

 

Pi Day Winner 

 

Did you know that if you take any circles circumference 

(perimeter) and divide by its diameter (distance across the circle 

through the centre) you will always get just over 3… in fact you 

get 3.14159… this number goes on forever and we call it Pi (π)! 

Using the first 3 digits of Pi and the American date system (and 

also because we can’t use the 3rd of the 14th month!), we cele-

brate Pi day on the 14th March every year! 

This year we ran a dingbat’s competition to celebrate Pi Day 

and the winner, Yaseen Rahman in 10.4, was presented with 

his prize (a £20 Amazon voucher) this week! 

Yaseen says “Pi Day was fun, I enjoyed the dingbat’s competi-

tion and it was interesting to learn how many staff work at 

Heathcote! I’m glad I won – I was lucky because I had the same 

answer to the tiebreaker question as some other people!” 

Congratulations Yaseen and enjoy spending your winnings! 

https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/intermediate-mathematical-challenge
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Year Group News 
 

 

Year 9 Pupil Nominees:  

 

Lissa B 9.6: Lissa is an amazing and supportive friend. In Basketball club, she’s always there to 

have my back and we get along really well. Her positive and bubbly personality needs to be appreciat-

ed. 

Sunshine B 9.2: Sunshine is a literal ray of sunshine. She always unintentionally puts a smile on 

the faces around her and lights up any room she enters. 

Anthony P 9.2: A supportive and kind friend, even through tough times. 

Eliz N 9.5: Always giving valuable contributions in class and asking insightful questions. She’s 

easy to talk to and kind to the people around her.  

 

Cambridge Webinar – Phoebe Lott 

 

Not so long ago I applied to attend a webinar surrounding the application process and student experi-

ence for Cambridge University. Other students and I were given the opportunity to receive some insight 

on our future possibilities and how to reach our goals. Being in Year 9 and choosing my GCSE options, 

it was helpful to have the chance to hear from those who have been through the process before, as 

well as someone who had achieved mine and many other students’ targets.  

 

The webinar answered a lot of the burning questions I had surrounding university, and even though it 

seems far away, the wealth of knowledge helped me understand how I can gain control of my future. 

 

We had a knowledgeable and kind teacher explain to us the basics of the university and what qualities 

you may look for when applying. We talked about: the course, teaching, campus, transport and lifestyle, 

as well as how this could affect our experience. In addition, we learnt about how we can maximise our 

chances of reaching this goal we will eventually conclude to, like how we can become more appealing 

to universities with our extracurricular and experience. 

 

My favourite part about the webinar was the ‘Question and Answer’ segment.  We were given the op-

portunity to talk to a Cambridge student about their personal experience; they talked about how they 

keep a work/life balance, what A-Levels and qualifications they needed for their degree, what their ap-

plication process was like and much more. I was so glad to get the chance to talk to someone who was 

‘down-to-earth’ and understanding - no question was considered a bad one and I think everyone felt 

like it was a safe space.  

 

Overall, I would encourage anyone who is unsure about the options open to them in the future or with 

unanswered questions, to find a trusted webinar suited to what they need and make the most of the 

resources available to them. 

 



5 

 

 

Year Group News 
 

 

Cambridge Induction Experience - Bernice Pompa 

 

Attending the Cambridge Induction Zoom meeting was a beneficial and insightful experience. Learning 

about the school and super-curricular activities was extremely useful. 

 

As I grow up as a Filipino teenage girl and figure out life and who I am, it’s no doubt that the future and 

the purpose I want to fulfil is a question that weighs heavy on my mind. I know that I’m not supposed to 

have everything figured out right now but opportunities, like the Cambridge Zoom meeting, guide me 

and soothe my doubts about who I’d like to become and what I want to fulfil in life. 

 

The meeting itself was accommodating and comforting. The environment was serious and yet reassur-

ing - knowing that I was in a meeting with some really intelligent and high-achieving people, of course 

there were high standards to maintain. As the meeting began, we learned about the school and how to 

heighten our chances of success. After, we were able to ask some questions about the university and 

the process. 

 

There is a pressuring stigma around getting into top universities like Cambridge or Oxford and some-

times, it almost seems as if it is impossible to secure a place. The meeting settled my nerves and pro-

vided me with optimistic thoughts for the future! After my queries were answered and I got a better un-

derstanding of how things worked, a guest speaker, Kadija, shared her experience about how she ap-

plied to Cambridge and got in. 

 

Hearing her story was encouraging. It is believed that only the richest of the rich go to Oxbridge and 

that students who attend state schools have a lesser chance of going to such a prestigious university. 

As a person of colour, there is no doubt that I have not faced obstacles and trials. Knowing that a stu-

dent with the same background and experiences as me was able to get into Cambridge definitely 

eased my worries and I now know to work harder, even in the face of adversity. 

 

The webinar was a great opportunity to learn more about my options and university life. To whoever is 

reading this, don’t be afraid to put yourself out there and chase your ambitions. Challenge yourself - 

even with doubts and worries. 

 

“Shoot for the moon. Even if you miss, you'll land among the stars.” ― Norman Vincent Peale 

 

Have a great weekend.  

Ms Gite 
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Other News 

 

PE Department Challenge Week 

Aims: Our Challenge Week aims were to ensure that all pupils were given the opportunity to build positive rela-

tionships, whilst improving elements of their health and well-being through sport and enjoyment. Activities incor-

porated high levels of competition to challenge all pupils in their ability to develop their leadership skills, build re-

silience, whilst also being able to strategically problem solve across teamed tasks.    

Across the PE department and school, we were highly impressed with the application and attitude across all year 

groups. Our immediate challenge is to ensure that pupils resume playing more consistently and competitively 

across the school and against other schools within the borough.   

 

Results: Results were calculated using a point system which also includes bonus points awarded by a teacher for 

excellent leadership or teamwork.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done and thanks for all your hard work! 

PE Department 

The London Youth Assembly (YLA) is a voluntary 

federation of existing London boroughs’ youth coun-

cils, supported by the Greater London Authority. It is 

comprised of young people from across London 

aged 11-18 and up to 25 for those with disabilities. 

They engage in conversation with and try to influ-

ence decisions taken by the Mayor of London and 

the London Assembly.  

The LYA have put together a survey that they would 

like young people across London to complete by 

Sunday 23rd May: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?

id=6j1lMAH7TEuN38GD-J_r-- 

Please also see their promotional video: 

https://we.tl/t-Wj6Co6MAvl  

https://we.tl/t-Wj6Co6MAvl
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Other News 

 

Challenge Week 

Pupils across Years 7-10 and 12  continued with their Challenge Week assessments and  
enrichment activities again last week. It was great to see so many actively involved in sports  
inter-form competitions, drop down sessions on Drug Awareness, Gender and Identity and Internet Safety. 
Pupil behaved in an exemplary fashion throughout and approached the sessions with a mature attitude.  

We are looking forward to seeing some excellent results and reports will be coming out for Parents/Carers at 
the end of the first week after Half Term via the SIMS App. If you have any issues accessing these important 
reports about your son/daughter’s progress, please contact Filis Aksan (faksan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk) 
before Friday 28th May so we can make sure you have the access you need.  

 

mailto:faksan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Praise Points 
 
 

 

Top 10 Ranking in the Whole School       

Name Form Praise Rank 

Daly, Angeline 7.2 8 1 

Spiller Johnson, Charlie 9.1 8 1 

Stein, Lilly 8.5 8 1 

Weekes, Susie 8.1 8 1 

Agius, Adrienne 7.2 7 5 

Brown, Kitty 7.2 7 5 

Montague, Daisy 7.7 7 5 

Ruffell, Sophie 7.7 7 5 

Theodoulou, Theo 7.7 7 5 

Baker, Lucy 8.5 6 10 

Burnett, Reece 8.1 6 10 

Ehanire, Osaro 9.6 6 10 

Goldman, Gabriel 8.6 6 10 

House, Eliott 7.7 6 10 

Lu, Emily 7.7 6 10 

Osmani, Ergi 8.5 6 10 

Shah, Ishrat 8.2 6 10 

Simpson, Elijah 8.1 6 10 

Slotosch, Dawid 8.1 6 10 

Stein, Paige 7.5 6 10 

Sukuleja-Baumane, 
Evelina 

7.2 6 10 

Weng, Sunny 8.5 6 10 

Yildiz, Ela 8.2 6 10 

Best in Form 

Form Name Total 

7.1 Clark, Jack 3 Points 

7.2 Daly, Angeline 8 Points 

7.3 Nash, Louis 5 Points 

7.4 Cogliandro, Aisha 4 Points 

7.5 Stein, Paige 6 Points 

7.6 Fana, Loreta 4 Points 

7.7 Montague, Daisy 7 Points 

8.1 Weekes, Susie 8 Points 

8.2 Shah, Ishrat 6 Points 

8.3 Adamson, Damilola 2 Points 

8.4 Abel, Sasha 4 Points 

8.5 Stein, Lilly 8 Points 

8.6 Goldman, Gabriel 6 Points 

8.7 Barker, Emily 4 Points 

9.1 Spiller Johnson, Charlie 8 Points 

9.2 Howard, Dylan 4 Points 

9.3 Alizai, Ayesha 5 Points 

9.4 Olaiya, Mary 4 Points 

9.5 Mavromatis-McKenzie, Makhia 4 Points 

9.6 Ehanire, Osaro 6 Points 

9.7 Adams, Audrey 3 Points 

10.1 Adam, Sarah 5 Points 

10.2 Iliev, Kaloyan 4 Points 

10.3 Epure, Diana 4 Points 

10.4 Simpson, Raffie 4 Points 

10.5 Cameron-Stephens, C.J. 5 Points 

10.6 McCann, Eoghan 4 Points 

11.1 Mokhtari, Rayan 1 Points 

11.2 Boran, Hasan 1 Points 

11.3 Csibi, Eliza 2 Points 

11.4 Arumainayagam, Latheezan 2 Points 

11.5 Elemide, Rachel 2 Points 

11.6 Barker, Thomas 1 Points 
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Covid Home-
Testing Up-

date 

 

 

Appendix 1 
 

Lunch Menu 
 

 Meat option 
Vegetarian  

option 

Available 

daily 

Week 1    

 

 

Cheese Panini 

 

Choice of  

sandwiches 

 

Salads/Vegetables 

 

Yoghurts 

 

Fruit 

 

Water 

Monday 

Cheese and Sweetcorn 

Quiche with  

Diced Potatoes 

Jacket Potato and Beans 

Tuesday Chicken Korma and Rice  Vegetable Stir Fry 

Wednesday Sausages and Mash Vegetable Pasta Bake 

Thursday Jerk Chicken and Rice 
Cheese and Onion Tart, 

and Wedges 

Friday Fish and Chips Tex-Mex Wraps and Salad 

Week 2  

Monday 
Chilli Dog and  

Sauté Potatoes  
Arrabiata Pasta  

Tuesday 
Chicken Zinger Wrap and 

Salad 

Macaroni Cheese and  

Garlic Bread 

Wednesday Chicken Biryani  
Vegetable Samosa and 

Mixed Rice 

Thursday Jerk Chicken and Wedges Butternut Squash Curry 

Friday Fish Fingers and Chips Jacket Potato and Beans 


