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I do hope you have a wonderful half-term break and are able to catch up more with
friends and family and have some down-time. If you are, like so many people,
finding it difficult to make plans, remember ‘sometimes you just need to breathe,
let go and see what happens’.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff in the school for their support
and commitment to getting the school back to normal and putting the children at
the heart of everything; that is not just their learning but also their safety and
mental health. This newsletter contains a lot of information including a letter from
the LA and a newsletter from the Police so please take the time to read it. Next
term will be very busy and we have many events such as Sports Day, Transition
Day for Year 6/7, a Transition Programme for Year 11/12 and Year 12 mocks. We
will also ensure a key focus on Year 10 and 12 to ensure they are fully prepared
for their GCSE, BTEC and A level exams next year.
I would like to say goodbye and thank you to Ms Collins, Mr Frangeskides and Ms
Hodgson who worked in MFL, PE and general supply and the Finance Office
respectively. You have all played a key role over the last year and we will miss you
greatly and wish you all the best with the future. Ms Domanska who has worked
here as extra support during the pandemic in the office, now moves to Ms
Hodgson’s role in the Finance Office. Congratulations to her. Mr Joseph who has
completed his first year of training will also remain with us in 2021-22 and we will
give you a full list of staff appointments and leavers at the end of the year.
Thank you for all your on-going support – and a heartfelt goodbye and good luck to
Year 11 and 13, although many Year 11s will remain with us in September.
All the best
Emma
UPCOMING EVENTS

Please see
Appendix 1 for this
term’s lunch menu

 Half term: Tuesday 1st June - Friday 4th June
 Wednesday 7th June—Race for Life
 Wednesday 16th June: Year 9 ACWY
(Meningitis) and DTP Injections.

REMINDERS

 Please park carefully and considerately in the
school vicinity.

 False eyelashes are not allowed and need to
be removed before school. Acrylic nails are
also not permitted.

Heathcote School & Science College, 96 Normanton Park, Chingford, London, E4 6ES
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Literacy Update

Please remind your child that they can loan a book from the library. This
can be organised through their English teacher.

English Department’s Book of the Week:
“The Lovely Bones” by Alice Sebold
My name was Salmon, like the fish; first name, Susie. I was
fourteen when I was murdered on December 6, 1973.
In heaven, Susie Salmon can have whatever she wishes for except what she most wants, which is to be back with the people
she loved on earth. In the wake of her murder, Susie watches
as her happy suburban family is torn apart by grief; as her
friends grow up, fall in love, and do all the things she never had
the chance to do herself. But as Susie will come to realize, even
in death, life is not quite out of reach . . .
A luminous, astonishing novel about life and death, memory and
forgetting, and finding light in the darkest places, Alice Sebold's
‘The Lovely Bones’ became an instant classic when it was first
published in 2002. It inspired the film starring Mark Wahlberg,
Rachel Weisz, Susan Sarandon and Saoirse Ronan.

2

Numeracy Update
National Numeracy Day 2021
On Wednesday 19th May 2021 we celebrated National Numeracy Day! National Numeracy Day aims to
empower adults and children to improve their confidence and competence with numbers in three key
areas of their lives – at home, work and school! Pupils learnt about how Maths is involved in different
jobs and were asked to make a poster about their dream job or careers that involve Mathematics!
We had some really good entries but the winner – with a fantastic piece of work all about her dream job
as a director and how that job uses Maths – is….Brooke Hamilton-Page in 8.1! Congratulations
Brooke, you have won a £10 voucher for your efforts! Please see Miss Collins to collect your prize.

A very close runner up, with an
excellent piece of work all about
how different careers use Maths
is Summer Adams in 10.2!
Summer and all other participants
will receive a praise point for their
efforts! Well done everyone and
we hope you enjoyed learning
about how Maths is used in the
real world!

Article compiled by Ms Collins
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Year Group News
Year 7
Firstly, I would like to say ‘Well Done’ to the following pupils for their involvement in the Year 7
football match verses Lammas School last week.

It has been fantastic to get back to some normality and have pupils representing Heathcote in
sporting events. They were an absolute credit to the school and themselves. Well done boys!
Over the last two weeks I have set Year 7 the challenge of raising the praise within the year group,
with the winning form receiving a treat during tutorial on Friday. For this, seven monitors, one from
each form have been asked to track attendance and the number of praise points earned by the
form in each lesson. I am pleased to say, because of this praise has increased over the last two
weeks with many pupils gaining a number of achievement points for their effort and engagement in
lessons. This is something that I hope to continue for the remainder of the year.
I had the pleasure of dropping into the year 7 Drama Club on Tuesday evening and it was great to
see so many pupils engaged preparing for a mini performance of Matilda.
Please remind your child that full uniform, including lanyards, must be worn at all times.
I hope you have a lovely restful half-term.
Kind regards,
Miss Clancey
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Year Group News
Year 8
It has been brilliant to have a full half term back in school together and it has been busy one. Challenge fortnight ran
very smoothly and pupil worked hard to prepare for and to complete assessments of which they will receive results
after the half term break. Even though two weeks have now passed, many staff are still telling me how much they
enjoyed watching Year 8 take part in the inter form sporting activities therefore I decided to reward 8.1 who collectively
hold the Year 8 record for achievement points with a total of 1632! Thank you to Mr French for refereeing/umpiring this.
As you know we had Year 8 parents evening last week. There was a great turn out and lots of positive feedback shared
with both pupils and parents. I’m so glad that parents got this opportunity to meet teachers and hear first-hand about all
the learning that has been going on in each subject area throughout the year.
In English lessons, pupils have been taken to the library to take taking their latest accelerated tests which we use to
decipher their reading age and make suitable book recommendations for them. Pupils should take quizzes on these
books when they have completed them. Thank you to Mrs Elliot who has personally delivered several book requests to
pupils in their lesson, I know many pupils have really appreciated this.
Well done to Mathiry Senthilvanna, Oliver Douglas and Damilola Adamson 8.3 who have achieved brilliant results in
their accelerated reader quizzes. Mathiry and Damilola are pictured below.

Pupils have also enjoyed filming scenes from ‘Noughts and Crosses’ in drama class and both the girls and boys football
teams have enjoyed taking part in after school matches with local schools. Most recently, the boys team played on
Wednesday and although they lost 4-3 Mr Prince told me they played well.

This year is flying by! This time next year your child will have made their option choices. I encourage you to start
thinking about the subjects they are interested in studying for GCSE now so that next year pupils are confident in their
choices. Over the next half term, we will begin to share ideas about the careers Year 8 wish to pursue in the
future.
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Year Group News

Most praise points so far:
Housden, Charlotte

95 Points

I asked some year 11 leavers, class on 2021, if they had any advice for our Year 8s, if there was anything they
know now that they wish they had known when they were in Year 8 themselves. This is what they said:
“Actually try in school because you will be grateful in the long run” Anastasia
“My advice for all year 8 pupils is always aim high in all subjects because in year 11, sixth form and beyond you will
need good grades” Hejar
“If I was in year 8 now I would work harder in English and Maths” Daniel
“Do your work, keep out of trouble” Aaron-Jay
“Teachers will say this a lot but trust me, revising and homework will help you so much. For your options, choose the
subjects you enjoy the most” Nicole
“Spend more time on your school work, it’s going to benefit you when you are older. Revise and be
responsible.” Vlad
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Year Group News
Now some news from Year 8 pupil reporter Daniel Kabula:
In Year 8 there have been lots of exciting, eventful things happening! A bunch of Year 8s made
some amazing posters about Palestine and the things that are going on there. When thinking
about Palestine, I think we should all take a moment to think about the families who have lost their
homes and loved ones and be thankful that we don’t live in constant fear. In History we have
enjoyed learning about the civil rights movement in Bristol and the Bristol Boycott. A final highlight
of the week was getting feedback from our English teacher on our latest Macbeth assessment.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Year 9
Pupil Nominations
Dilek Mehmed: ‘Whenever I talk to Dilek she is always kind and easy to speak to, I never fail to see the positive impact
she has on others’.
Amelia Raimbault Harris: ‘For being a courageous friend and never giving up’.
Adwoa Owusu: ‘Adwoa is such a bright and positive soul. I was having a rough morning the other day and at lunch,
Adwoa bought me a meal - she made my entire week and I hope everyone realises how far an act of kindness like that
can go. Adwoa deserves the world for her loving and amazing personality!’
Sehar Sejal: ‘For always being so friendly towards others’.
What to do in May Half Term?
Lockdown restrictions are somewhat lifted just in time for our well-deserved break. Whether it is family bike ride or visits
to iconic landmarks, why not spend half term touring London? The link contains details that may be of interest:
https://www.visitlondon.com/things-to-do/event/45450249-may-half-term-in-london
Conduct Summary
As we come towards our Summer Half Term, Year 9 pupils have
excelled in subjects. Here is the most recent conduct summary for the
year group:
A very close class between 9.3 and 9.4… who will be the winner at the
end of year 9? Only time will tell!

Attendance
It is safe to say there were a mixture of emotions that wrapped year 9 pupils as we
returned to school for the second time in March 2021.
A combination of worries (for what the next few weeks and months would look like for us)
yet, mixed with excitement to see familiar faces such as teachers and friends.
I’m incredibly proud of the way pupils have returned to school and have secured the
second highest attendance place compared to other year groups – 95.29%
As you can see, we have unauthorised absence marks hindering our year group
attendance. Please check your parent SIMs app to see if there are any authorised marks
that we need to be aware of. You can call the school’s absence line to update us.
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Year Group News
Year 10
At Heathcote we aim to provide our students with a broad insight into the world of work and future
aspirations. We have recently provided a workshop on careers in Physiology and Ms Burnett and I will be
looking into many more opportunities for Year 10 around higher education and careers information. I would
like to draw your attention to two current opportunities we are able to offer our Year 10 pupils.
We have been offered a Taster Day experience at the new BCE Academy campus in Walthamstow. Big
Creative Education is a Further Education provision catering for pupils from Year 10 onwards. They currently
have over 300 learners enrolled on courses specialising in Music, Fashion, Performing Arts, Media, Sports,
Art & Design & Theatrical Media Makeup. Letters have been sent via Parent Mail to 20 pupils studying either
Drama, Dance or Music or who have expressed a specific interest in the trip. Please do check your Parent
Mail and submit your consent for this as soon as possible. If your child has not received a letter, but would
like to be considered, please do let me know.
We are also excited to let you know that our school is eligible to take part in a new workshop with the NHS
called NextGen Nurse. This will be a two hour workshop for Year 10, 11 and Sixth Form students.
The workshop’s aims are:


To encourage more pupils to consider a career in nursing.



To dispel and debunk myths about the sector and inform pupils about the amazing opportunities that
being a nurse can offer.



To discuss the wide range of different career routes into nursing.



To share key knowledge and advice from a range of different perspectives within the nursing sector
from NHS nursing ambassadors.

I have already collected a number of names for the workshop, but please do encourage your child to let me
know if they are interested in taking part and are yet to sign up.
Uniform Update:
Although most of Year 10 are looking very smart in their uniform, I am afraid a small group of pupils persist
in failing to follow the uniform requirements. Please note that we will be conducting regular uniform checks
after half term. Non-uniform items will be confiscated, to the end of the school day in the first
instance, but potentially for longer periods for repeated incidents. The following items are NOT
permitted in school:


Hoodies – blazers should be worn as outer wear, with a black jumper underneath when cold.



Acrylic nails



False eyelashes – a particular problem at the moment



Multiple or hooped earring – 1 small pair of studs only please



Leggings or jeans (only blue leggings for PE/Dance)



Trainers – black polishable shoes or plain black Nike Air Force trainers only

If you are having genuine difficulties in providing uniform for your child, please contact Mrs Warden
cwarden@heathcote.walth.sch.uk. Please do use the half term holiday as an opportunity to check your child
has the correct uniform for the remainder of the year and ensure additional piercings are removed before
your child returns to school on Monday 7th June 2021.
Enjoy the half term break,
Mrs Page
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Other News
Pupil Ambassadors Announcement
Pupils praising pupils
This week, our pupil ambassadors wish to praise their fellow peers to encourage and recognise
their hard work, resilience, and contributions to our community.
From all the pupil ambassador's, congratulations to:

Year 7

Chloe (7.5) - For excellent achievement in her Maths competition.

Nasif (7.5) - For working hard throughout the term

Darcey (7.1) - For always trying her best and for winning the 800m race.
Year 8

Jessica (8.6) - For her continuous hard work and dedication

Amir (8.7) - For always being consistent

Amberly (8.6) - Always doing the right thing at the right time and is always resilient to
challenges.
Year 9

Adwoa (9.6) - She is a bright and cheerful soul and recently showed kindness by offering to
buy another pupil lunch to cheer them up.

Laksha (9.6) - Always staying positive and optimistic even when unwell.

Dilek (9.7) - showing kindness to others in the year group
Year 10

Kaloyan (10.2) - Extremely kind and hard work and has a great sense of humour.

Aliah (10.5) - Always displays excellent team work

Gesa (10.5) - Always smiling and cheerful and works incredibly hard in all her subjects.
Year 12

Bisma (12.3) - Hard work and dedication

Zeynep (12.3) - For not giving up and successfully getting into the LSE politics conference.

Alican- (12.5) - For showing kindness and support to others during challenge week.
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Praise Points
Top 10 Ranking in the Whole School
Name
Form Praise
Seaton, Kane
7.2
15
Burgess, Tommy
7.2
13
Ozkul, Adelya
7.7
12

Rank
1
2
3

Rashid, Alisha

9.2

12

3

Agius, Adrienne
Clark, Kaycielea
Fana, Loreta
Alisigwe, Chidi
Spiller Johnson, Charlie
Uzunahmet, Caglar

7.2
7.4
7.6
8.2
9.1
7.7

11
10
10
9
9
9

5
6
6
8
8
8

Best in Form
Form Name
7.1
Rudrum, Darcey
7.2
Seaton, Kane
7.3
Russell-Fish, Freya
7.4
Clark, Kaycielea
7.5
Dida, Erald
7.6
Fana, Loreta
7.7
Ozkul, Adelya
8.1
Waidson, Lewis
8.2
Alisigwe, Chidi
8.3
Trotman, Eboni
8.4
Geddes, Tyreece
8.5
Albayrakoglu, Eren
8.6
Abunevicius, Dom
8.7
Kilinc, Kevin
9.1
Spiller Johnson, Charlie
9.2
Rashid, Alisha
9.3
Collins, Albie
9.4
Beer, Kiera
9.5
Mavromatis-McKenzie, Makhia
9.6
Benson-Wilson, Jaydon
9.7
Feiner, Mia
10.1
Antwi-Adjei, Jermaine
10.2
Mamengi, Romeo
10.3
Mullings, Lauryn
10.4
Choudhury, Tasneema
10.5
Sikhio, Armie
10.6
Greczkowski, Olivier
13.1
Benbetka, Inas
13.2
Mahdi, Asmae
13.4
Halibi, Douaa

10

Total
8 Points
15 Points
4 Points
10 Points
4 Points
10 Points
12 Points
7 Points
9 Points
8 Points
4 Points
8 Points
8 Points
5 Points
9 Points
12 Points
3 Points
4 Points
4 Points
6 Points
4 Points
4 Points
4 Points
4 Points
4 Points
5 Points
4 Points
2 Points
2 Points
2 Points

Other News
Building Bridges
7.4 have been learning about structures & forces in their DT lessons this half term. As part of
this, they have built some fantastic newspaper towers and bridges. I have been really
impressed with their teamwork and creativity.

Well done
7.4!
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Other News
Duke of Edinburgh
Pupils in Year 9 and 10 preparing for their Duke of Edinburgh expedition in July!
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Other News
Here is the PE extra-curricular timetable for next term. No need to sign-up in advance, just turn up!
Teachers will take a register on arrival. Further clubs will follow.
Monday
Before
School
(07:30am)

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Key Stage 3
Tennis
Mr French
Hard courts

Table Tennis
Mr Smith
Sports Hall
(07:45am)

Key Stage 3
Volleyball
Mr French
Sports Hall

Key Stage 3
Rounders
Miss Clancey/
Mr Prince
Grass Area

Key Stage 3
Athletics
Mr Chambers/
Mr Prince
Grass

Friday

Lunch Time

Key Stage 3
Athletics
Mr Smith/Mr
Prince
Grass

After School
(3:004:15pm)

Year 9/
Year 10
Athletics
Mr French/Mr
Prince
Grass

Key Stage 3
Tennis
Mr Chambers
Hard Courts

Year 9/
Year 10
Volleyball
Mr Chambers
Sports Hall

Key Stage 3
Cricket
Coach
Hassan
(Chingford
Cricket Club)
Hard courts

Year 9
Netball
Miss Lewis
Hard Courts
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Key Stage 3
Tennis
Mr Smith
Hard courts

Key Stage 3
Rounders
Mr Prince/Mr
Smith
Grass

Other News
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Other News
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Half Term Activities
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Other News

Applications are now open for Head Boy and Girl
Head Boy and Girl application are now open for 2021-2022. All current Year 10 and Year 12 pupils
are invited to apply for the senior and junior leadership post.
We highly recommend individuals to apply that are:
Reliable and trustworthy
Can be an advocate for all the pupils and represent their ideas
A role model
Someone kind, caring and supportive towards other pupils
Supportive of all staff and the school’s aims
Helpful and will promote the ethos and vision of Heathcote to the wider community.
How can pupils apply?
Pupils will need to log in to the Heathcote Pupil Leadership google classroom using the following
class code - 3eyc37y.
Then complete the Google Form uploaded to the stream. Alternative pupils can use the link below
for direct access to the application. The deadline for all applications is Monday 7th June 2021 – 9
am.
Link to application: https://forms.gle/2KzL127kfb3cGEw2A
.
Interviews for shortlisted candidates will take place after school on the following days:
Year 12 candidates – Wednesday 11th June 2021
Year 10 candidates – Thursday 12th June 2021
If you have a child in Year 10 or 12, please encourage them to apply for this fantastic opportunity to
enhance their leadership skills.
For further details, please contact Ms Elmi (Assistant Headteacher) helmi@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk.
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Appendix 1
Lunch Menu
Meat option

Vegetarian
option

Available
daily

Week 1
Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Cheese and Sweetcorn
Quiche with
Diced Potatoes

Jacket Potato and Beans
Cheese Panini

CovidVegetable
HomeStir Fry
Testing UpSausages and Mash
Vegetable Pasta Bake
date

Chicken Korma and Rice

Thursday

Jerk Chicken and Rice

Cheese and Onion Tart,
and Wedges

Friday

Fish and Chips

Tex-Mex Wraps and Salad

Week 2
Monday

Choice of
sandwiches
Salads/Vegetables
Yoghurts
Fruit

Chilli Dog and

Arrabiata Pasta

Sauté Potatoes

Tuesday

Chicken Zinger Wrap and
Salad

Macaroni Cheese and
Garlic Bread

Wednesday

Chicken Biryani

Vegetable Samosa and
Mixed Rice

Thursday

Jerk Chicken and Wedges

Butternut Squash Curry

Friday

Fish Fingers and Chips

Jacket Potato and Beans

30

Water

