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NEXT WEEK IS
TIMETABLE…

A
LUNCH MENU
A - Chicken Burger and
Chips
B - Beef Bolognaise Pasta
Bake

020 8498 5110

heathcoteschool@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk

 www.heathcoteschool.com

Facebook/Twitter @heathcotee4

Message from the Head
Christmas is fast approaching and a huge thank you to the Year 11 pupils
who put up the Christmas tree! It really cheers up the atrium area.
I hope you have all managed the transition into Tier 2 without two much
trauma and I am sure we will all get used to the new rules.
Thank you for all your support with the arrangements for Friday and Monday and please remember to feedback to us to help us to get our future offer as good as it can be. I will let all of those hoping for some support with
IT equipment know as soon as I hear back from the DfE.
I hope to share some information about free school meals over Christmas
next week and, as you know, we will provide the latest details about GCSE,
A Level and BTEC exams.
Please check out our amazing Sixth Form promotional video on our Facebook page – full version to follow on 10th December – I am very proud of
this and thanks again to Natalie Sloan, our amazing
local film maker.
A final thank you to the Alternative Chingford
Facebook page and their plea to their members
which resulted in a staff delivery of cakes today. All
my staff deserve this and so thank you to the people
of Chingford for making this happen.
All the best,

UPCOMING EVENTS

REMINDERS
18th December: Last day of term
18th December: Christmas themed
outfits. Bring a donation of atleast £1
to school.

E - Vegetarian Pasta Pots

7th December:
Online Virtual Learning Day
10th December:
Year 12/13 Virtual Parents Evening
Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening

F - Cheese Panini

https://heathcoteschool.schoolcloud.co.uk/

C - Turkey and Stuffing
Baguette
D - BBQ Drumsticks and
Rice

Term will end after lunch - further

Heathcote School & Science College, 96 Normanton Park, Chingford, London, E4 6ES
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Literacy Update
All Year 7 and 8 pupils have completed their Accelerated Reader tests and have been given a letter
outlining their reading age and reading zone. By now, most pupils have selected a reading book
which has been issued to them and they are reading their book at the start of their English
lessons. However, we still have a few outstanding pupils and would really appreciate it if you could
check that your child has a reading book which they should be reading for approximately 20
minutes every night.
If your child does not have a book, they will need to go to Google Classroom (GC) where all the
catalogues have been uploaded. The catalogues are colour coded to match the reading zone. This
is basically a range of numbers linked to ages from which pupils select books to ensure they are
reading a book that matches their ability. Once your child has selected their book, they need to
record it on a piece of paper and hand the paper to their English teacher who will liaise with the
librarian.
When your child has finished reading their book, they will need to complete a quiz on the book
which can be done from home. The details for this are also on GC. Completing this quiz allows us
to monitor their reading progress as well as the skills associated with the benefits of reading.
Your support with reading would be greatly appreciated as reading for 20 minutes per night really
does make a huge difference to your child’s ability to perform well in tests. Not only that, it exposes
them to a good range of vocabulary and also teaches them about the world including different
cultures, attitudes and values.

BOOK OF THE MONTH!
‘Testament of Youth’ By Vera Brittain

CALLING ALL YEAR 10s
AND 11s—PICK UP A
GREAT READ!

In 1914 Vera Brittain was twenty and, as war was declared, she was preparing
to study at Oxford. Four years later her life - and the life of the whole generation
– had changed in a way that was unimaginable in the tranquil
pre-war
era…

This is a passionate
record of a lost
generation
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Numeracy Update
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Subject News
Science
Here is some information about exciting Research Placements and STEM
Challenges that you can sign-up for. We will be exploring these challenges in
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Year Group News
Message from Ms Gite, Head of Year 9
I’m incredibly proud of your resilience towards the changes this half term. Some amazing
opportunities for pupil leadership - I heard great stories from Ms Elmi about the applicants and I
can’t wait to work with you.
Calling all Year 9s! This half term we will see the return of ‘Hot Chocolate
Friday’ which will take place fortnightly; this will be based on positive praises, your hard work,
punctuality to lessons as well contribution to Heathcote School. This will take place Fridays,
Week B in the Year 9 breakout room/ Library at 10.20am. Selected pupils will receive
cards.
Also, as the weather turns cold, remember to dress appropriately. Some
pupils are still only wearing their blazers without a suitable coat, scarf and/or gloves.
Remember to keep warm and safe during these challenging times. We don’t want mini
Olafs!
I know most are excited to be in school and with friends whom you have missed so dearly,
however, the corridor and lesson change over noise levels are very distressing - please be
respectful to your surroundings and others that are in lessons.
A polite reminder:

Toilets: Use the available facility at break and lunch time; the toilets are locked all other
times. Due to Covid, we must clean the toilets after each year group.
Lunch and cards: Lunch orders are completed electronically and via Parent Mail. Ensure
you have your lunch cards every day. If you missed out on lunch order this time, you can join the
next round.
Seating: You have done so well with the changes to the seating arrangements and you
need to continue to do so. Keep up the seat allocation as it is for your safety and well-being.
Break and lunch time: An increased number of behaviour incidents during these times,
especially in staircase two. Please ensure you keep your hands, feet to yourself; avoid drinking
water in the staircase and move briskly to get to your next lesson.
Social media: A large number of pupils are part of group chats We have screened a few
phones and have found inappropriate images but also, a large number of unknown people in
these group chats. Please remember to only communicate with people you know and ensure the
images saved and/or redistributed are appropriate. Please contact Mr Hutchins if you need any
support as a parent about responsible social media use.
Have a great weekend!
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Year Group News
Year 8
Thank you for your support in getting your child to and from school, currently forms 8.6 (95,4%),
8.4 (95.3%) and 8.7 (95.25%) have the highest attendance. I am pleased to note a reduction in
the number of IEU referrals last week and improvements in the ways pupils conducted
themselves at line up during break times. It was lovely to receive positive feedback from English
and Music teachers. The English team in particular have noticed a real improvement in pupil
behaviour since half term. Year 8 progress reports are out this week, please discuss these with
your son or daughter and praise them if they have done well. A polite remind to ensure you are
monitoring your child’s social media use and in particular aware of any group chats they are in.
There is further guidance on our website around this. Finally, year 8 have been given new Knowledge Organisers this week which they need to bring to school every
day.
Kind regards,

Year 10
Congratulations to 10.1 who were the top fundraisers in year 10 for this year’s Children in Need
appeal. They will be rewarded with a non-uniform day, date tbc. Well done!
And finally, as the weather is getting colder please do ensure that your child is wrapping up
warmly. Coats are not permitted to be worn in classrooms so base layers are essential! Coats, hats and gloves can, of course, be worn in the outdoor areas.

Have a great week,
Mrs Page

Calling all Year 10s!
Great Opportunity! We are delighted to be able to offer year 10
students the chance to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award
scheme. The Duke of Edinburgh's Award is the world's leading
youth achievement award, with over 438000 young people
currently doing their DofE in the UK. Achieving an Award will give
you skills, confidence and an edge over others when you apply for
college, university or a job. You will also develop the crucial ‘soft
skills’, such as communication,
commitment, leadership and teamwork. You’ll also make a
difference to other people’s lives and your community, be fitter
and healthier, make new friends and have memories to last you a
lifetime. And, with the huge impact of Covid-19 on young people’s
mental health, extra-curricular experiences such as this are more
important and enriching than ever. Please see me or Mr Quirke
ASAP to register your interest.
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Year Group News
Year 11
Parents evening was a success; thank you to all those who attended. Should you require further
information, please contact teachers directly – contact details can be found on the school
website.
If you are invited to intervention please ensure you attend. We will review our most recent data
before Christmas and amend registers for intervention for next half term.
Uniform standards are currently not being met across the year group, please be aware that
sanctions are in place for those not following guidance – this can also be found on the website.
Year 11 are setting an example to the rest of the year groups so please do ensure that you wear
the correct uniform on a daily bases.
Keep up the good work year 11 – we have got this.

News
PE
Over 168 Heathcote pupils have entered the
Waltham Forest Virtual indoor athletics competition.
Results will be issued mid-December. Fingers
crossed we qualify for the regional event in the next
round!
Many thanks to ex-pupil, turned professional
footballer, Daniel Happe. He donated a signed
Leyton Orient football shirt to the PE department
with the inscription
‘To Heathcote, thank you for everything!’
Year 7 pupils George Burnham
Soriya Diya-Sinclair with the
signed shirt
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News
Children in Need
A grand total of £858.40 was raised for Children in Need!
Winning Forms for Uniform free day are:
7.5, 8.2, 9.3, 10.1, 11.4
Details will follow about the non-uniform day for the next term.
Christmas Card Competition Winners!

FIRST PRIZE
Darcey Rudrum 7.1

SECOND PRIZE
Kate-Lyn Dang 13.5

THIRD PRIZE
Ilir Geshi 7.1

Newsletter Feedback from our Governors
“I just wanted to say that I really love the newsletters. The content has a friendly
community vibe and is easy to read and digest. The word of the week and literacy
element is also very good.
Please congratulate everyone who contributed.”
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Remote Learning Reminder
Friday 4th December
Pupils will leave school after lunch and will need to log on to Google Classroom in the
afternoon where there will be resources and tasks set. We will expect all pupils to log
on and will follow up with those that do not do this. Heads of Year will use the time in
school to lead the session with tutors in the afternoon to record the Information Event
for parents and carers of each year group which will be accessible for all on
Wednesday 9th December.
Please ensure you make the time to watch this with your child to ensure you have a
better understanding of who your child’s tutor is, reports, the year group a
chievements etc.
Monday 7th December
Pupils will not attend school on this day and all pupils will need to log on to 2 live
lessons during period 1 and 2.
This will provide the experience and practice needed by staff and pupils. Attendance
registers will be taken and any absence followed up as normal.
In the afternoon, pupils will need to log on and work through the resources; uploading
any work as directed. In school, we want to provide staff with the chance to organise
their Google Classroom resources and continue to attend training in remote learning
– and that is why lessons will not be live.
The exceptions to pupils not being in school on Monday 7th are the following:
Construction Learners Year 12 – pupils should attend as usual – pupils
should bring a packed lunch – this will be provided for pupils with free
school meals.
Food Tech Learners Year 11 B – Practical Exam Group as previously
requested – pupils should bring a packed lunch – this will be provided for
pupils with free school meals.
CNat Sport Year 11 – pupils will be sitting a mock exam and should attend
school in the afternoon – further details will follow from Mr French.







Any key worker or vulnerable pupil who needs a place in school. Please email
teaching.learningadmin@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk by Thursday at 9 am to
request a place on the Friday or Monday afternoon. We cannot accommodate
huge numbers of pupils but will of course support where we can.
Ben Abbott
Deputy Headteacher
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