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LUNCH MENU 

Vouchers will be    

issued until at least 

half-term as per    

letter sent to all      

relevant parents and 

carers today. 

Thank you Marcus 

Rashford! 

Message from the Head 

 

Dear all, 

There is some amazing Art work in this issue. Please do have a 

look as the level of talent is inspiring. 

I want to take a moment to congratulate the whole school  

community on their approach to remote learning. I taught my 

first remote lesson today and it was far more challenging that I 

had anticipated. Hats off to all the staff who have made it look 

so easy and thank you to the Year 9 French class for bearing 

with the technical difficulties. I will ensure I have an extra  

training session with Mr Gallacher before the next lesson!  

We continue to miss you all and hope that it wont be too long 

before we have some good news about when pupils can return! 

Some words of wisdom to end the week: 

“Sometimes the most important thing in a whole day is the rest 

taken between two deep breaths.” – Etty Hillesum, Dutch  

author  

‘We isolate now; so, when we gather again, no one is missing.’ 

Adapted from a traditional Haiku 

Stay safe and have a good weekend. 

 

Emma Hillman 

 

Encourage  -  Challenge  -  Succeed 

NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 

A 

REMINDERS 

We will shortly send  

information to Year 9 families 

about the GCSE Options  

Process 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Year 7 Parent Evening 

Thursday 21st January—via School 

Cloud 

See letter for details 
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Literacy Update 
 
 

Accelerated Reader Successes… 
 
Both Rosie Hutler and Paige Stein scored 100% in their recent quizzes. Well done! 
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Numeracy Update 

 

Did you know? 

Maths is all around us and we use it every day, often without even realising!  Some of our Year 10s 
have been researching interesting Maths facts!  Here are some of the pupils’ work… 
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By Rebecca Walton By Eoghan McCann 

By Alexander Tyzack 
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By Ella Magen By Thom Russell 

By David Valsan 

Thank you Miss Collins for collating this fantastic work done by Year 10! 
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Google Classroom Hints and Tips 
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Google Classroom Hints and Tips 
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Year Group News 
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Message for Year 10: 

Happy New Year! I Hope you and your families are safe and well. I have been really impressed 
with the level of engagement from our Year 10 pupils in the remote learning lessons. I know it is 
not the same as being in school, but staff are working hard to make this as engaging and  
productive as possible. Please note, pupils are required to have their cameras on, as directed by 
the class teacher, in all lessons. If there is a specific reason for not doing this, please let the 
teacher (or myself) know – in the group chat, or if that is not appropriate, directly via email. Also 
please encourage your child to use their microphone and the chat function to engage with  
lessons. Pupils also need to upload completed work to their Google Classrooms as directed– 
again, the class teacher will clarify. 

 

Please do contact me with any issues preventing your child from engaging with the remote 
learning, pastoral issues or in relation to obtaining a Key Worker or vulnerable place in school 
for your child.  

 

Lastly, please take a minute to look through the long list of pupils identified for a special ‘well 
done!’ from their subject teachers. It’s great to see so many different names on here, but also 
big congratulations to those of you receiving multiple mentions! Keep up the good work! 

 

Have a great week, 

Mrs Page 

PE: 

A selection of Heathcote pupils have the opportunity to work with Sweet Science whilst working 
from home. Sweet Science use boxing training to engage pupils in their mentoring programme. 
The aim is for pupils to recognise how the discipline required in the ‘ring’ can be transferred to 
the classroom environment. The sessions are delivered through a responsible non-contact  
programme where pupils have access to pads, gloves and a skipping rope. The sessions are 
currently being ran through a live zoom link and our pupils have been awarded additional after 
school sessions due to their willingness to learn and progress.  

 

Why not try the Sweet Science 10 levels of skipping challenge here;  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UltpJEGZPU  

 

Mr French 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UltpJEGZPU
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News 
 
 

 

 

8 

The Art Department want to say a huge well done to everyone who entered the 
anime art competition. There is some fantastic talent at Heathcote so it was a very 
hard competition to judge! Please take your time in looking at the entries from not 
just the winners, but all entries. Hope you feel inspired… we are! 
 
First prize: £10 art supply voucher/ procreate subscription goes to Shahjahan 
Ali (Year 10)  
 
Second Prize: £5 art supply voucher goes to Destiny Sunusi (Year 7)  
 
Joint third prize: Watercolour pallet and paintbrush goes to Sarwar Miah 
(Year 10), Nicole Checkik (Year 11) and Angeline Daly (Year 7) 
 
Ms Lamont 
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Sixth Form News 
 

 

We are delighted to announce that we 

currently have THREE offers from Oxford 

University. Two of our amazing Alumni on 

gap years (MaryAnn and Hafsah) and Joe 

in Year 13. We are yet to hear from  

Cambridge, and we hope to celebrate 

more success stories. We already have 

offers from a number of other top tier  

Universities including King’s College,  

London, Bath, York, Queen Mary and 

more.  

Well done to Year 13 – keep up the amazing work. 

* MaryAnn Anan – History and Politics 

* Hafsah Akbar – Biology 

* Joe Freeman – Geography 

 

 

 

Year 13 (and Year 11) intervention will resume next week. Pupils have now 
received a letter with all the relevant information and a timetable of  
sessions they must attend. This is vital to support us in building a good 
picture of pupils’ knowledge and understanding and ensuring they have 
the best foundation for success at the end this year and in their next steps 
beyond. 

 

 

Ms Tobia 

13 



14  

 

Behaviour, Attitudes and Personal Development 
 

Tutor calls 

On Friday 23rd Jan from 10.30 am onwards your family will receive a call from their tutor. 
Staff will be asking to speak to your child, so please make sure they have access to the 
phone of the number we hold on our system. The call will be at least 5 minutes as staff will 
ask them couple of set questions. It will be a good opportunity for us to have a positive call 
and to hear the pupils’ voices. 

 

Pupils will be expected to complete the work that has been set online for the rest of the day. 

 

Assemblies and Praise  

Each fortnight, there will be an assembly led by the Head of Year. The times for these can 
be seen in the table. The assembly will have key messages for the year group, praise and 
other activities. A summary of the key messages will also be placed in ‘Heathnotes’ every 
other week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance: 

If your child is unwell, please inform us as per the normal attendance protocol so we can  
inform the teachers of their absence from lessons. It is also worth noting that the staff take 
and submit the register within the first 10 minutes and if they arrive to the lesson after the 
register is submitted it may still show as absent.  

 

If you have individual concerns about your child’s mental health, please contact  
eaustin@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk. 

 

If you any issues with IT please continue to report them to   
teaching.learningadmin@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk so that we can support your child. 

 

Sonia Close—Deputy Head 
Behaviour, Safety and Outcomes 
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Year Assembly /Tutorial slot 

Year 7 Week B / Friday Period 4 

Year 8 Week B / Friday Period 1 

Year 9 Week B / Friday Period 2 

Year 10 Week A / Monday Period 4 

Year 11 Week A / Wednesday Period 4 

6th Form Week A / Monday 

•        Period 1 = Year 12 

•        Period 3 =Year 13 

mailto:eaustin@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:teaching.learningadmin@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Rapid Flow Testing 
 

We have now began the rollout 
of the Rapid Flow Testing at 
Heathcote with the first batch of 
staff being tested through the 
new setup last week. This  
Tuesday saw the first pupils 
through the testing process 
which provided a point of  
discussion for many of them. All 
pupils were negative we are 
pleased to say which allowed 
them to continue at school with 
us for the time being which is  
always reassuring.  

 

We are indebted to the  
volunteers that have so kindly  
offered their time to assist with 
the testing. Many are parents of 
our pupils and this is such a  
considerable commitment from 
them given all of the  
circumstances that we are now 
living with. We thanks all of them 
and look forward to working with 
them in this new provision within 
the school. We are proposing to 
continue to increase the amount 
of testing that we are doing in 
school over the coming weeks. 

 

Stay safe everyone. 

 

Mr Hutchins 
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Mental Health 
 
 
 
All pupils will find a new folder appear on their Google Classroom named 
‘Mental Health and Wellbeing”. This folder will be managed by Mrs  
Donoghue who will add extra-curricular activities that can be complete by 
pupils voluntarily.  This may include activities such as competitions, fun 
tasks such as puzzles and quizzes and even video clips. These will all be 
based on promoting positive mental health of our pupils and their families. 
This week’s addition is in the form of a booklet that pupils can complete 
and submit by uploading photos of the work via Google Classroom. We 
will also use this platform to share news and events that will be taking 
place at Heathcote surrounding mental health. The assembly and  
newsletter will also have tips and guidance around mental health and 
where pupils can access support.  

 

COMING SOON - Keep your eyes peeled for 
news on our new initiative -Youth Health  
Ambassadors!  

 

Kind regards, 

Samantha Donoghue—Mental Health  
co-ordinator and Head of Philosophy, Identity 
and Ethics (PIE) 
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