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Message from the Head 

I do hope you are all safe and well at home or at a safe and organised firework 

event. As a result of some of the incidents in the community (not our children), we 

may look to organise our own firework event in school next year. If anyone is inter-

ested, please do let us know as these things take a lot of setting up. I have a lovely 

image of the community safely celebrating here on the school site. 

There is so much great stuff going on in school; my daughter always says ‘Why can’t 

we do that at my school?’. We have a huge number of trips coming up and, this 

week, I have been lucky enough to experience the Jack Petchey event, the Med Soc 

session run by pupils for pupils and a Year 7 Drop Down Day. A group of pupils have 

also taken part in a Debate Mate event in central London. We have 3 trips abroad 

planned and further details will follow.  

On 19th November, we have a non-uniform day for Children in Need.  I hope our 

pupils really enjoy this opportunity as well as raising money for a worthwhile cause. 

Whilst we are trying to return to normal as much as possible, we must still be mindful 

about rising cases and we wish everyone who is currently ill with Covid all the best 

and send our love. We do hope that we do not have to return to more serious 

measures. We will however be sending letters when pupils in close contact are ex-

posed to a positive case; not to send them home but to ensure you have that infor-

mation and can increase your precautions accordingly. 

I would like to wish all our Hindu, Sikh and Jain families a very happy Divali and do 

hope that you enjoy the celebrations. 

Encourage  -  Challenge  -  Succeed 

THE NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 

A 
REMINDERS 

Breakfast Club pupils are expected to arrive and sign in via 

the main school reception before 8.15am - they will not be 

able to attend if they arrive after this time.  

You can still sign up for breakfast club via the link provided. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday 8th: One-On-One Music Technology lessons 

begin with Mr Robinson 
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Numeracy Update 
 
 

First UKMT challenge of 2021-22! 

 
Next week some of our Year 12 and 13 pupils will be taking part in the Senior UKMT Maths      

challenge!   

 
The Junior Mathematical Challenge is a 90-minute, multiple-choice challenge aimed at pupils 
across the UK. It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using 
basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems.  The problems on the Senior       
Mathematical challenge are designed to make pupils think!  Most are accessible, yet still challenge 
those with more experience! 
 
All pupils who participate will receive a certificate but those who reach certain milestones will get a 
bronze, silver or gold certificate.  There are even follow on rounds with bigger prizes available for 
those who achieve high enough scores! 

 
The following pupils will be participating this year: 

 
Year 12:  
Jahangir Ali        Lyddie Smith 
Latheezan Arumainayagam    Anastasia Theodoulou  
Ben Bowley        Nilsu Ulus 
Zian Chowdhury       George Webb 
Grace Feltham       Yi Xuan Zhao 
Siyar Sahin        Israel Sanusi 
Reuben Schwartz      Aisha Ahmed 
Ayub Aitguermit        Hakim Benmbarek 
Hasan Boran        Huma Nazar 
Mohammed Sabir      Muhammad Sameed   
Oscar Zahouani 
 
Year 13:  
Cenk Goran        Loreal Hassett  
Bisma Shah        Sophie Washbrook 
Tawhid Shah       Roder Topek 
Radu Raui        Hazal Cobun 
Shervin Khosevery       Melissa Balean 
Hilal Kilnic 
 
 
We wish them the best of luck! 
 
Miss Collins and the Maths department 
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Literacy Update 
 

Accelerated Reader 
Congratulations to Cem Ozel (7.4) who achieved 100% in his Accelerated Reader quiz.  He will  
receive a certificate and small prize. 
 
Our librarian would also like to award a special AR prize to Phonix Wing (7.4) for his positive  
attitude to reading and quizzing. Well Done Phonix. 
 
Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge  
Well done to all of our Year 10 pupils who participated in the Speak Out Challenge on Tuesday 2nd 
November.  It was encouraging to see them embrace the opportunity and make the most of the 
day; expressing their views and opinions on a range of topics from feminism to parents and even 
the roles of Filipino women.  We will select our finalist this week who will represent the school at the 
regional finals on Thursday 25th November to be held at Fredrick Bremmer School.   
 
Our semi finalists are: Lucy, Bernice, Lakshayan, Sunshine and Travis.  
Congratulations to you all. 
All participants will receive a certificate. 
 

English Department’s Book of the Week: ‘Burnt Sugar’ by Avni Doshi 
 
SHORTLISTED FOR THE BOOKER PRIZE 2020: A searing,       
compulsively readable story of mothers and daughters, memory and 
madness, love and betrayal 
 
'Arresting and fiercely intelligent, disarmingly witty and frank'  
Sunday Times 
 
'Precisely written, resolutely unsentimental... A compelling book, 
beautifully written and with startling imagery - emotionally  
wrenching and poignant in equal measure'  
The Booker Prize Judges 2020 
 
In her youth, Tara was wild. She abandoned her arranged  
marriage to join an ashram, took a hapless artist for a lover,  
rebelled against every social expectation of a good Indian woman - all 
with her young child in tow. Years on, she is an old woman with a fad-
ing memory, mixing up her maid's wages and leaving the gas on all 
night, and her grown-up daughter is faced with the task of caring for a 

mother who never seemed to care for her. 
 
This is a poisoned love story. But not between lovers - between mother and daughter. Sharp as a 
blade and laced with caustic wit, Burnt Sugar gradually untangles the knot of memory and myth 
that bind two women together, revealing the truth that lies beneath. 
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Literacy Update 

 

Year Group News 
Year 11 
 
Intervention Update 

Intervention continues to run smoothly. Please note that some students were added to the          
intervention lists just before half term, so do check your Parent Mail in case you have received an 
email regarding your child. If any pupils are not sure if they are in an intervention, they should go 
along on the allocated night and check with the teacher.  

 

Revision Guides – A Request 

We would very much like to support a significant proportion of Year 11 (and Year 13) pupils by 
providing them with revision guides - free of cost. To help with this we are making a request for    
donations of good quality, pre-love revision guides and revision work books - maybe purchased for 
your own children but not used? GCSE or A level, All subjects and exam boards welcome. If you 
are able to contribute, please send any donations in with your child to pass on to me or the relevant 
subject teacher. 

 

Many thanks, 

Mrs Page  
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Year Group News 
 

Year 8 

Welcome back, I hope you all had a lovely, restful half term. 
  
We started our week this week with our reward assembly which celebrated the achievements of our 
pupils over the last half term. These rewards included tutor awards, ACE and Superstar for 100% 
punctuality and attendance and exemplary behaviour, as well as Year Leader awards and Head 
teacher awards. Please find the winners of these awards below with reasons for the nomination. 

Well done to all who achieved awards this week, keep up the fantastic work! 
  

As the weather turns colder and more unsettled, please ensure your child has a suitable coat to 
keep them warm and dry whilst travelling to and from school, and during break and lunch times. 
  
I hope you have a lovely weekend and enjoy the Bonfire Night celebrations. 
  
Miss Clancey 
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Subject News 
Design & Technology 

 

One of our Pupil Alumni and former Heathcote DEC pupil, Tom O'Dwyer 
has passed his End Point Assessment (EPA), becoming a  
member of the Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE) as an Engineering  
Technician. Tom has achieved this in the space of two years, becoming 
one of the youngest members of the ICE at age 18.  In order to sit his 
EPA he had to produce a 300-page document showing why he should be 
admitted to the institution along with the technical knowledge, skills and 
competencies he has gained while working within the industry. The EPA 
itself consisted of a 10-minute presentation followed by an hour interview 
where his knowledge and experience was tested by a range of industry  
professionals. 
  
Tom joined Mott MacDonald in 2019 as an advanced level apprentice after completing his GCSE's 
at Heathcote School, where he studied DEC and Design Technology among other subjects. Since 
then he has worked on a wide range of Civil Engineering projects from NHS Nightingale, HS2 and 
the Hong Kong Airport 3rd runway expansion and is now moving onto his next step with Mott  
MacDonald by starting his Civil Engineering degree apprenticeship.  
  
If you are interested in finding out more about advanced apprenticeships or to find out more about 
Tom’s journey, then please use the link below: 
Advanced Apprenticeship: From classroom to civil engineering - Class Of Your Own 

  

Textiles Club 

Ms. Hussain’s Textiles Club continue to meet after school on a Tuesday to develop their individual 
projects using techniques that will ensure that their outcomes are of a high manufacturing standard 
and are durable. The group are from across the key stages, including KS5 and it is really wonderful 
to see so many pupils working dynamically to use the resources and equipment provided to realise 
their design ideas. 

The atmosphere setup by Ms. Hussain with her club is really nice to observe and the enthusiasm 
shown by the pupils to use their own time to be creative and develop some new skills. 

If you are interested in being part of future Textiles Club groups then please speak to Ms. Hussain 
in H01 about    being considered for this excellent club. 

 

 

 

https://www.classofyourown.com/case-studies/tom-dwyer-civil-engineering-apprentice/
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Other News 
 

 

Pupil Absence Procedures 
 

1. Please do not call reception to report an absence – please only use option 1 – this will put you 

through to pupil absence line where you can speak to the attendance officer or leave a message.  

2. When leaving a message please give your child’s name and form clearly before explaining the  

reason for absence. When explaining the reason please be specific and inform us of the symptoms 

your child is experiencing and do not just say that they are  ‘feeling unwell’. This helps us to code 

the absence appropriately.  

3. We have set up a new email inbox to report appointments, lates, absences and other attendance 

queries. Please use this instead of calling reception. Attendance@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

4. Please provide proof for all medical appointments  - this can be photo of a text message or  

appointment card this can be sent to the email address above.  

5. In the rare times that an appointment needs to be made during school times please ensure that we 

are informed of these 48 hours in advance so it can be authorised. Your child should bring in a note 

signed by the parents/ carers or email us using the address above explaining what time the child 

needs to leave and how they will travel to the appointment. They will also require a copy of the of 

appointment evidence. This should be bought to Ms Close to authorise. Failure to do this may result 

in pupils not being released from school. Once this has been authorised pupils need to retain the 

authorised letter and show their teacher and the reception on the day. Pupils must make their own 

way to reception on the day of the appointment. 

6. Parents must report all absences by 9am via the email address  or via telephone option 1.  

7. Covid 19- if your child is experiencing symptoms please use the LFT tests and or PCR as quickly as 

possible to establish illness. Once you have the result of the test please inform us as soon as  

possible. This will help us to code the absence and also keep the school community safe. 

Children in Need 

 

This year we have decided that we would like to do something to support the work of BBC  

Children in Need, helping young people in the UK. 

We think this work is important because: 

• It provides opportunities to children who wouldn’t otherwise have them 

• It funds counselling and therapy for young people needing support 
 

We believe that all children deserve equal opportunities and a chance to make something of their lives. 
Along with many other schools taking part in the UK, we will be holding a non-uniform day on  
Friday November 19th, and would like your help to make sure we collect as much money as  
possible for this cause. If your child would like to participate in the 
event then they must donate £1 via the SIMS pay app by Thursday 
18th November. 
  
Thank you for your support. 

Katie Morrison—Assistant Headteacher  



8 

 

 

Other News 

 

Stop It Now! UK  

Who we are 

Stop It Now! UK and Ireland is run by The Lucy Faithfull Foundation, the only UK-

wide charity dedicated solely to preventing child sexual abuse. We are here for 

anyone with concerns about child sexual abuse and its prevention. 

Our work and impact 

We work to prevent abuse from happening in the first place - and to prevent it from happening again if it 

already has. As a child protection charity, we campaign and raise awareness across the UK to help adults 

to do their part to stop child sexual abuse. 

Advice on how to protect children 

We can’t leave it up to children to protect themselves. Adults need to know where the risks of child sexual 

abuse come from, how to spot the signs, and how to respond.  

For more information please visit https://www.stopitnow.org.uk 

As part of the Waltham Forest Climate Action Summit Week, Waltham Forest Catering are doing a plant 
based menu only on Wednesday 10th November 2021. 
 
• Sweet Potato & Chickpea Curry served with Mixed Rice  

• Five Layer Vegetable Lasagne served with Rosemary & Cherry Tomato Focaccia  

• Roasted Vegetable Enchiladas served with a Mixed Salad  

• Fresh Seasonal Organic Carrots Fresh Seasonal Cauliflower  

• Apple Crumble with Custard  

• Winter Spiced Fresh Fruit Salad  

Chingford Cricket Club 

Chingford Cricket Club have delivered free sessions to our pupils over the past two years and need some 
support for this to continue. Please see the request below from the Club: 
  
I am writing to ask for your help please, so that Chingford Cricket Club can continue to provide free 
'Taster' and 'After School' sessions to local schools. We'd also very much like to be able to offer free  
places at the club for boys and girls entitled to free school meals so that, if they enjoy cricket in schools, 
we can enable them to continue playing the sport with us. We have set up a Crowdfunder page because 
grants are so much more difficult to get now. Without grants or donations received through appeals like 
this we will not be able to continue to provide free sessions to schools or free memberships to children 
entitled to free school meals. 
  
If every parent could donate just £10 we would be well on our way to our target of £2,500. But we realise 
that some may not be able to pay the £10 so hopefully some parents will be able to afford to donate more. 
The link to our Crowdfunder page is here:- 
  
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/free-cricket-4-kids-entitled-to-free-school-meals 

https://www.stopitnow.org.uk
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/free-cricket-4-kids-entitled-to-free-school-meals
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Club News 
 

 

 

Ecoschools Club 
 
From Tuesday 9

th
 of November 3.15-4.15pm, pupils can attend the Ecoschools  

afterschool club in 7117 with me, Ms. Ali. This is open to ALL pupils. 
 
Eco-Schools began in 1994 and is the largest educational programme on the  
planet (there are currently 70 countries delivering the Eco-Schools programme 
around the world), in England it is operated by the environmental charity Keep  
Britain Tidy. The Eco-Schools programme focuses on empowering young people to 
lead environmental education and action. It does this by providing a simple,  
seven-step framework that gives pupils a voice, which allows them to plan and  
implement environmental projects in their school, local community and beyond. 
 
There are multiple reasons we have decided to embark on the journey to  
Eco-Schools Green Flag. Firstly, our planet (and all life on it) is already beginning 
to feel the catastrophic effects of climate change, plastic pollution, biodiversity loss 
and a myriad of other environmental challenges. In our school we don’t want our 
pupil-body to avoid, ignore, shy-away or cower from these challenges, this will not 
help. Instead, we want to openly discuss the problems we all face and tackle them 
head-on together. Through this approach, we hope to make a positive  
difference now, whilst empowering our pupils with the knowledge and skills they 
need to continue making a positive difference as they grow to become leaders,  
decision-makers and educators themselves.  
 
Alongside benefitting our planet, participation in the Eco-Schools programme will 
also benefit our school and its pupils. Independent research has found that  
pupil participation in the Eco-Schools programme leads to: increased  
confidence, development of leadership skills, improved behaviour and greater  
motivation – all of which are important life-skills our learners will need when they 
move on to further education or employment. It is also proven that Eco-Schools 
consume less water, use less energy and produce less waste, creating financial 
savings which can then be spent on additional educational resources. 
 
I hope you’re as excited about our Eco-Schools journey as everyone at school is—
if you would like to find out more, or get involved, please feel free to contact me  
directly. 
 
 
Ms. Ali,  
Eco-Coordinator 
aali@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  
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Clubs Timetable 
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Lunch Menu 
(Week A) 

 

 


