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Message from the Head 

This is a wonderful edition full of exciting activities that our pupils have 

taken part in. Also today, 4 pupils went to the Climate Conference at Wal-

thamstow Town Hall and were highly impressive in their contributions 

which were commented on by visitors—read all about this next week. 

I continue to be very proud to be Head of this school and the sheer deter-

mination, spirit and ambition of our pupils. We have received news this 

week about exams for Year 11 and 13 and the Government’s plan B and 

we will be recording sessions for parents to ensure they understand what 

this means for their children, as well as assemblies for pupils in school. 

We will of course support your children’s well-being throughout all of this. 

Yoga kicks off on Tuesday this week for any stressed members of Year 

10-13 and for staff on Wednesday. Hopefully the whole community will 

benefit from this approach.  

Please don’t forget Covid is out there still 

and we must all be mindful of this. From 

next week, we will be informing you if 

there are cases that your child has had 

contact with so you can be extra careful. 

Finally, fingers crossed for Eva in Year 7 
who is currently  representing England at 
the World Dance Competition in ballroom 
and Latin, in Assen-Netherlands ,on 
Thursday 11th and Friday 12th of No-
vember.  We can’t wait to hear about and 
share her progress. 
Have a great and safe weekend. 
Emma Hillman 
Headteacher 

Encourage  -  Challenge  -  Succeed 

THE NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 

B 
REMINDERS 

Breakfast Club pupils are expected to arrive and sign in via 

the main school reception before 8.15am - they will not be 

able to attend if they arrive after this time.  

You can still sign up for breakfast club via the link provided. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

This Week;  Antibullying Week 

   Road Safety Week 
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Ceremony of Remembrance at Chingford Cemetery 

 
As has become traditional each November, 
Heathcote pupils attended the Ceremony of 
Rememberance at Chingford Cemetery, an 
opportunity to remember the sacrifices 
made by our armed forces so that we can 
enjoy peace and prosperity. 
 
After a speech from councillor and           
organiser Roy Berg, a two minute silence 
was followed by the customary release of 
doves as the Last Post was played, before 
pupils from schools across Chingford were 
invited to lay wreaths.  
 
Our pupils were then given a guided tour of 
some of the graves of the men, women and 
children who have died as a result of war 
from Mitchell Goldie, local councillor and ex-
Heathcote alumni. Pupils laid crosses on 
some of the graves and read information about those buried here and the sacrifices they had made. 

We were also joined by local MP Sir Iain Dun-
can-Smith, who shared with our pupils some 
of his own military experience in the Scots 
Guards. 
 
This always-powerful and moving event is a 
solemn occasion but one which always 
leaves our pupils with a greater                   
understanding of those who fought so hard on 
our behalf. 
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Literacy Update 
 

Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge  

 
A massive congratulations to our Jack Petchey Speak Out Challenge winners who will represent 
the school at the regional finals on Thursday 25th November at Fredrick Bremer School! 
 
 

  Runner up: Lucy Stanway - ‘Second Child, Second Chance’. 
  Winner: Bernice Pompa – ‘Two Halves make a Whole’. 
 
 
Bernice and Lucy will be performing their speeches to some of our pupils during assembly which 
will also be recorded. However, please wish them the best of luck. 
 
 

Literacy Mats in the canteen 
 
Pupils will notice we now have some “literacy mats” in the canteen; the purpose of which is to be 
fun as well as engage and challenge our pupils during lunch and break. 
 
 
We would encourage pupils to try out the activities! 
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Literacy Update 
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Year Group News 
 

Year 9 

Congratulations to Joe Cheek 9.1 
 
Joe, who first started go-karting racing when he was 5 years old, really enjoys driv-
ing, has obtained his racing driving licence and has been racing for the past few 
years nationally. 
 
At the weekend Joe took part in the 
Ginetta Junior 2022 Scholarship 
competition to hopefully win a fully 
funded season in the 2022 Michelin 
Ginetta Junior Championship. There 
were 60 participants, and Joe was 
one of 23 to be taken through to the 
finals on Sunday. This is a fantastic 
achievement and Joe really does 
embody our year group ethos 
showing proving himself to be a 
driven and inspirational. 
 
He went through fitness tests with a      
personal trainer, had his media skills    evaluated by ITV commentator Richard John 
Neil, and his driving skills were      assessed whilst out on the track behind the wheel 
of a Ginetta G40. 
 
Joe made it through to the top 10, and then the top 5, which is an amazing achieve-
ment, even more so considering that he was the only driver in the final top 5 who had 
never driven the car until the weekend of the competition.  
 
He was a real role model conducted and presented himself exceptionally well doing 
all his own    research and revision for his interviews, and prepared himself without 
any coaching or prompting from his family. Joe has shown great resilience and a 
positive attitude as even though he was not successful this time, he describes it as 
a positive experience as he made use of the skills and knowledge he has been 
learning and developing here at Heathcote. Joe me he has used his persuasive writ-
ing skills from his English lessons to put together his sponsorship proposal for next 
year’s go karting season, and has already obtained nearly £13,000 to help him with 
next season.  
 
Joe will be entering this competition again next year, and after being told that he has 
a natural     talent from all the instructors who were at this weekend, Well done Joe.  
We at Heathcote are all immensely proud of him. What amazing news and a huge 
achievement.  We wish you all the best with your passion in the future. Please keep 
us posted. 
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Break and Lunch Routine  
Please remind pupils they must be responsible and respectful and stick the year 
group spaces during these times so that we can supervise them. Pupils who are non-
compliant will be challenged by staff, given sanctions and or placed on a report. 
Please ensure your child is ready for the cold and wet weather and dressed appropri-
ately.  
 
 
Supporting Mental Health 

On Wednesday we were lucky enough to secure a session with The Prime Agency 
who will        provided a remote session with year 9 pupils.  Pupils watched a perfor-
mance by Eleni C. Eleni C has been steadily laying down the foundations for a bright 
music career and has supported fellow female singers Fleur East & Alesha Dixon on 
tour. Eleni has previously had her own issues with mental health and discrimination 
so was in the perfect position to deliver this a talk on Mental Health & Discrimination 
& British Values Message following her performance. 

 
News year 9 pupil Journalist – Stella- Harvard Wards 
 
 
On Wednesday we had a drop down session with a singer on mental health. She 
told us about how she faced her anxiety and played us some of her songs, each of 
her songs has a message which she performed live or showed us a music video. She 
told us if she didn’t face her anxiety she would have never had the courage to per-
form on stage. She explained how she got to this point and told us to talk to someone 
if we were even struggling. 
 
The same say we had an assembly on anti-bullying. We were shown a video about 
different celebrities who had experienced bullying and how everyone interaction with 
bullying is different. We were shown how much if effects that person and they could 
live with that forever. The message was treat other as you want to be treated.  

 
 
Well-being challenge 
 
Get outside and enjoy some fresh air while you take a walk or bike ride this weekend. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
Ms Gasper 
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Subject News 
 
Design & Technology 
 

Year 7 Archi Club 

Our Year 7 Archi Club enjoyed studying the incredible model that has been loaned to us by our 

adopters Barratt Developments to interest and inspire our future members of the built environment 

and construction industry. Thank you to Peter Chisnall and his team for providing our pupils with the 

opportunity to see a professional model up-close; I 

know it has inspired our pupils.  

 

Want to see this?!... 

If you would like to see the model in person please 

pop down to H58 

where Mr Dolan 

would be happy to 

allow you to enjoy 

this great piece of        

craftspersonship.  

We only have it until     

January so don’t  

delay and be        

inspired today! 



8 

 

 

Year 10 DEC Architecture Workshop 

Year 10 DEC pupils gained a unique opportunity to work with Haverstock Architects David Givens 

and Samuel Dasilvaresende as the pupils attempt to develop their ideas for a PRU building on our 

school site as their ‘live’ brief. The pupils have been developing architectural models in recent 

weeks and before moving   

onto their BIM model using 

Revit software, the pupils 

were provided with an        

opportunity to tackle some 

key points of the project with 

professional colleagues. 

 

Discussing key points relating 

to end user requirements,   

facilities management and          

architectural precedents,    

pupils provided good insight 

into their design intentions, which our guests were able to develop   further by providing industrial 

expertise to the pupil’s ideas.  

Both David and Samuel commented on the quality of discussion and subject knowledge that pupils 

had and were impressed by the pupil’s ability to apply their knowledge to the given brief. We look 

forward to welcoming back our professional colleagues in the new year when pupils will present 

their ideas in a mock-tendering process that will provide wonderful industry insight and benefit the 

pupils in their future learning and career development in the built environment and construction   

industry.  

 

Chingford Plaster Works Visit 

Pupils studying DEC in Year 7 enjoyed a visit to the Chingford Plaster Works where they were able 

to create their own Scagliola bowl using processes and materials that support a circular economy 

through the successful manufacture of these marble-like bowls using this reclaimed material. 

The pupils had a great time and represented the school really well. They are now the proud owners 

of a hand-crafted bowl made from reclaimed materials exploring waste streams and supporting a 

circular economy. 
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A-level Product Design 

Our Year 12 Product Designers began their journey 

into the development of an advertising campaign to 

encourage minority groups and those from low         

socio-economic backgrounds into the Design Industry. 

This twenty-week project will be run competitively with 

the winners having the opportunity to work with      

professionals from Pearlfisher as part of a work-based 

learning opportunity. 

The competition began with a zoom call with           

colleagues from Pearlfisher who provided insight into 

what it means to be a product designer and outlined 

the skills you may require to become a successful   

futurist professional within a company such as 

Pearlfisher. The focus then moved onto the brief itself 

where complex social issues will be tackled in the 

form of an advertising campaign where an artefact to 

inspire minority groups into this industry will be the 

focus.  
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Other News 

 

Pupil Absence Procedures 
 

1. Please do not call reception to report an absence – please only use option 1 – this will put you 

through to pupil absence line where you can speak to the attendance officer or leave a message.  

2. When leaving a message please give your child’s name and form clearly before explaining the  

reason for absence. When explaining the reason please be specific and inform us of the symptoms 

your child is experiencing and do not just say that they are  ‘feeling unwell’. This helps us to code 

the absence appropriately.  

3. We have set up a new email inbox to report appointments, lates, absences and other attendance 

queries. Please use this instead of calling reception. Attendance@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

4. Please provide proof for all medical appointments  - this can be photo of a text message or  

appointment card this can be sent to the email address above.  

5. In the rare times that an appointment needs to be made during school times please ensure that we 

are informed of these 48 hours in advance so it can be authorised. Your child should bring in a note 

signed by the parents/ carers or email us using the address above explaining what time the child 

needs to leave and how they will travel to the appointment. They will also require a copy of the of 

appointment evidence. This should be bought to Ms Close to authorise. Failure to do this may result 

in pupils not being released from school. Once this has been authorised pupils need to retain the 

authorised letter and show their teacher and the reception on the day. Pupils must make their own 

way to reception on the day of the appointment. 

6. Parents must report all absences by 9am via the email address  or via telephone option 1.  

7. Covid 19- if your child is experiencing symptoms please use the LFT tests and or PCR as quickly as 

possible to establish illness. Once you have the result of the test please inform us as soon as  

possible. This will help us to code the absence and also keep the school community safe. 

Children in Need 

 

This year we have decided that we would like to do something to support the work of BBC  

Children in Need, helping young people in the UK. 

We think this work is important because: 

• It provides opportunities to children who wouldn’t otherwise have them 

• It funds counselling and therapy for young people needing support 
 

We believe that all children deserve equal opportunities and a chance to make something of their lives. 
Along with many other schools taking part in the UK, we will be holding a non-uniform day on  
Friday November 19th, and would like your help to make sure we collect as much money as  
possible for this cause. If your child would like to participate in the 
event then they must donate £1 via the SIMS pay app by Thursday 
18th November. 
  
Thank you for your support. 

Katie Morrison—Assistant Headteacher  
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Sports News 

 
Upcoming Fixtures and Activities 

 

Latest Results 

Date 
Year/
Team 

Opposition Sport Location Teacher 

Thursday 11th    
November 

Y8 Walthamstow 
Academy 

Football Walthamstow 
Academy 

Mr Chambers 

Monday 15th         

November 
Y10/11 

Girls 
Waltham Forest 

Schools 
Football Peter May Mr Smith 

Date Year/
Team 

Opposition Sport Location Teacher Result 

Thursday 4th
 Year 9 Royal Academy 

Docks 
Football Royal Academy Mr Prince 4-3 

Thursday 4th
 Year 11 

Girls 
Highams Park Netball Highams Ms Lewis 8-6 

Tuesday 9th
 Years 7 & 8 

Mixed 

Waltham     
Forest Schools 

Athletics Peter May 
Sport Centre 

Mr Smith Awaiting 
Results 

Wednesday 
10th

 

Year 7 Boys St. Matthews 
Academy 

Football Peter May 
Sports Centre 

Mr Prince 6-2 
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Sports News 
 

Year 7 Girls Football Team 

Our year 7 Girls Football Team played St Angela’s Ursuline School in the London Cup on Friday 
22

nd
 October and narrowly lost 1-0. The team did brilliantly as it was their first match together and 

they faced a year 8 team who had experience and size on their side! 
 
Undeterred by the difference in age and size, the team set about attacking their opposition through 
vice-captain Ellie Baker ably         
supported out wide by Molly Ferris, 
Sophie Dolan, Mirah Asghar and   
Serin Ahmed as the home team 
threatened to take the lead through 
two sharp-shots from distance by 
Baker who caused the opposition no 
end of concerns with her ball control, 
skills and shot-power. The highlight in 
the first half for Heathcote from an 
attacking sense came when Baker hit 
the inside of the left post only to see 
the ball skate across the goal line 
and out for a goal kick; leaving the 
opposition clearly rattled. 
 
Controlling the game in the centre of 
midfield was captain Jesse Edmunds 
who, supported by    teammates Maisie Bowers and Linnea Mills were dominant in the central area 
of the pitch finding the forward line with accurate and searching passes that led to great attacking 
opportunities. 
 
Keeping the opposition at bay was Rosie Keurin at centre with Daniela Chilaru and Anna Klys at 
fullback for the start of the game and then Jessica Morgan and Ruby Taylor-Smith with Alicia 
Ramsamy in goal. There was plenty of pressure applied by the opposition onto these girls but they 
absolutely stood up to this time and again with togetherness, assurance on the ball and wonderful 
communication; you would have thought they had been playing together for years! 
 
Having gone a goal down to a quick break-away effort, the girls regrouped and continued their   
dominance on the ball. As captain, Jess Edmunds provided arguably the moment of the game   
picking herself up from a very heavy challenge to demonstrate her full commitment as captain and 
central midfield dynamo to meet an opponent with a full-blooded challenge before turning around 
and offering a hand of sporting fairness to pick her opposite number up off the floor; a real gesture 
of sporting excellence that we know and expect of all Heathcote athletes and a wonderful example 
as team captain. 
 
Facing the opposition uphill in the second half saw a change in goal with Anna showing just what 
cat-like responses she has thwarting the opposition on numerous occasions as the visitors          
attempted to apply pressure of their own. Everyone watching was amazed at the saves they were 
witnessing and this provided the Heathcote girls with a platform to attempt to find an equaliser 
which very nearly came when Ellie Baker drove a free-kick from distance accurately at goal only for 
the Ursuline goalkeeper to pull off a good save of her own. 
 
Having never previously played together before and many of the girls playing their first full match 
ever, the girls had no right to perform in the way that they did against a more experienced and 
physically strong opposition, however, the team absolutely earned the right through their     attitude, 
skill and togetherness that turned quite a few Ursuline heads on the day. We have had 17 
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players regularly attend training and this made all the difference so let’s ensure that we maintain 
this enjoyment and commitment and we will only get better!  

Well done to the year 7 Girls Football Team…here’s to a great season ahead of us!  

 

Ridgeway Rovers Donation—Year 7 Girls Football 

Local football club Ridgeway Rovers generously donated 20 footballs to our year 7 Girls Football 

Team to allow them to develop their skills and enjoy playing football on a Thursday after school. 

This generous offer was sanctioned by club chairman Ian Marshall and organised by club secretary 

Chris Waugh of Ridgeway Rovers. The school and our Year 7 girls 

thank you for your wonderful support and we hope that this essential 

piece of kit will go a long way to enabling more girls to enjoy playing 

football as we currently have 

17 committed footballers    

attending training each week. 

 

With our first experience as a 

team completed now I hope 

that the girls will be even more motivated to       harness 

their skill on the ball and really show just what Heathcote 

pupils are made of. Thank you again to Ridgeway Rov-

ers FC for the generosity you have shown and for supporting girls football in the local community!  

 

Waltham Forest Secondary Sports Competition 

Some great results in the Secondary Sports competition in Waltham Forest this week, particularly 
with our Year 7s being in the medal spots and our Year 7 boys qualifying to represent the borough 
of Waltham Forest in the London Youth Games! Full results below...  

 

Year 7 Girls  Year 8 Girls  Year 7 Boys  Year 8 Boys 

Willowfield 87pts Willowfield 90pts Heathcote 88pts Chingford 74pts 

Walthamstow 

Academy 
71pts Chingford 89pts 

Walthamstow 

Academy 
85pts 

Walthamstow 

Academy 
73pts 

Heathcote 70pts Buxton 79pts Willowfield 82pts Holy Family 71pts 

Holy Family 67pts 
Walthamstow 

Academy 
75pts Buxton 66pts Heathcote 67pts 

George Mitchell 52pts Heathcote 63pts 
Leytonstone/Holy 

Family 
58pts Buxton 54pts 

WSFG/Leytonstone 47pts WSFG 61pts Norlington 53pts Leytonstone 52pts 

Chingford 29pts Holy Family 59pts George Mitchell 52pts George Mitchell 43pts 

Normanhurst 27pts George Mitchell 43pts Normanhurst 32pts Normanhurst 36pts 

 

Leytonstone 28pts Chingford 31pts Norlington 28pts 

Normanhurst 22pts  
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Clubs Timetable 
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Lunch Menu 
(Week B) 

 

 


