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HEATHNOTES 

 
 
It has been wonderful  to watch the Year 9s making such intelligent and 
active decisions about their next step pathways when choosing their 
options. I have overheard many rich conversations about careers and 
interests amongst pupils and with staff. We look forward to timetabling now 
to try and ensure we can meet the requests of the year group. We are 
delighted that so many pupils have been so enthusiastic about the EBacc 
option and are committed to studying the broad range of subjects that 
include Humanities and a language. 
We are looking forward to some big events in school this half-term, 
including World Book Day on 3rd March—please see details inside. Pupils 
will not dress up this year as they have a non-uniform day coming up on 
14th March—I hope parents and carers breathe a sigh of relief that they 
don’t need to think about this! Pupils can however look forward to some 
teachers dressing up and some fun and stimulating activities. On 14th 
March, lots of exciting things will also take place as part of PIE day and this 
will  include spot rewards for the right behaviours and a joke competition. 
As schools, we are always very mindful of political impartiality and new 
guidance has been released  this month to support schools. At the same 
time, we need to open and/or manage the dialogue about the current war in 
Ukraine and will be supporting teachers to support pupils to understand the 
situation and cope with any anxieties, including any pupils from Ukraine and 
Russia. Our thoughts are with any civilians affected by this dreadful fighting 
and we will continue to consider what we can best to do help, both locally 
and nationally. Apologies for the late distribution of the newsletter—we are 
still struggling with staff absence which very occasionally affects the smooth 
running of the school. Pupil covid numbers remain low, but staff are still  
being affected ! 
We will update you when we can with any further covid updates. 
 
All the best  
Emma Hillman 
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NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 
 

B 

REMINDERS 

• Breakfast Club pupils are expected to arrive and sign in 

via the main school reception before 8.15am - they will 

not be able to attend if they arrive after this time.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Covid-19 Vaccine Clinic 

Thursday 3rd March 

See Page 14 for more details 

Message from the Head 
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Literacy Update 
 

• Year 7 & 8 Accelerated Reader testing has ended and letters have been sent via Parentmail.  
If you have any concerns, please email me: sbashal@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

 

• We will be celebrating World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March 2022, the theme of which is 
‘You are a reader’. There will be some great competitions, activities and reading events. See 
details in this newsletter. 

 

• Eight boys from our group ‘Boys to Kings’ will be involved in a workshop and theatre visit on 
1st and 2nd March respectively. The workshop will explore creating scripts as well as teaching 
pupils about the production and casting process of theatre. The theatre visit to see “An 
Unfinished Man” tells a vital story of a young black man in today’s East London, affected by 
the interplay of structural racism, gentrification, and society’s expectations of men. 

 
 Letters have been sent to parents via Parentmail. 
 

• We will be celebrating International Women’s Day on Tuesday 8th March with some 
inspirational speeches from some incredible female role models. Fifty girls will be invited to 
this event which will include an English tea.  Invitations will be given next week. 

 
 

English Department’s Book of the Week  
‘The Outsiders’ by S E Hinton 
 
Teenagers in a small Oklahoma town have split into two gangs, divided 
by money, tastes and attitude. The Socs' idea of having a good time is 
beating up Greasers like Ponyboy Curtis. 
 
 
Ponyboy knows what to expect and knows he can count on his brothers 
and friends - until the night someone takes things too far, and life is 
changed forever... 
 

 

mailto:sbashal@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Numeracy Update 
Mathematician of the Month, January 2022 

Congratulations to the following pupils who were nominated for the Mathematician of the Month, 
January 2022: 

 

Year 7: Mairah (winner); Tayla; Amaya and Benick. 

Year 8: Darcey; Kealan (winner); Malak and Nasif. 

Year 9: Tasia; Rian; Tiyra (winner) and Yazdan. 

Year 10: Billie; Ashton; Zhibin; Phoebe; Jake (winner); Mollie; Lily; and Amita. 

Year 11: Tugra (winner). 

Year 12: Anastasia and Zian (winner). 

Year 13: Radu and Safia (winner). 

 

The winners were chosen at random from the nominations and we congratulate them below! All 
those nominated have been awarded two praise points. The winners have been awarded three 
praise points, a certificate, a letter home and will take part in a prize in the near future!  

 

 

 

 

     Article compiled by Miss Collins  

Farm life! 

In reply to an inquiry about 

the animals on his farm, 

the farmer says: “I only 

ever keep sheep, goats, 

and horses. In fact, at the 

moment they are all sheep 

bar three, all goats bar 

four, and all horses bar 

five.” How many does he 

have of each animal?   

The answer will be 

revealed in the next 

newsletter!  
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    Subject News 

 

World Book Day – 3rd March 2022 
This year’s message is ‘YOU ARE A READER’. 

 

On Thursday 3rd March 2022, we are celebrating World Book Day.  This 
year it is even more important as it is the 25th 
anniversary of the World Book Day charity which was initially sent up with a 
mission to help change children’s lives by making reading together and 
reading for pleasure a habit for life. 

 

Why is reading so important? 

 

• Reading for pleasure is the single biggest indicator for success in life, more than family 
circumstances, educational background, or income  

• Reading reduces stress and helps you relax; this is even if you read for as little as 20mins per 
day. 

• Improves your concentration and memory – reading is the best mental exercise for us as you 
have to remember different characters, settings, plots, twists, and connections. 

• Reading has the power to transform lives as you can learn about people’s challenges and 
journeys through books. 

• Reading helps with vocabulary expansion and strengthens your writing abilities. Reading a 
well-written book will expose you to more words, and this will help you be a better 
communicator. Rather than just saying that you are sad or not in the mood to people, you can 
say you’re anxious, tired, irritated, frustrated, or weary. 

• Reading enhances your knowledge and wisdom - when you read recipes, magazines, 
newspapers, articles, or books, your head will be filled with information which might come 
handy in the future. 

• Reading increases your imagination and creativity. Being immersed in a new world and 
characters will nurture your brain to develop ideas, possibilities, understanding, and be more 
open to hearing the opinions of others. 

 

Please join in with our range of fun reading activities and 
competitions that will be held throughout the day. There will 
be prizes for all correct entries. 

 

In the library: 

 

• Book Fair – exchange your book voucher for a book from 
a choice of amazing authors like Sophie McKenzie  

• "Finish the titles of these books“ competition 

• "Harry Potter Word search“ completion 

• Exhibits 1 -10 "Guess the Book“ competition 

“There is more 
treasure in books 

than in all the 
pirate’s loot on 

Treasure Island.” 

Walt Disney 
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• Gifts and book sale 

 

Pupils must attend during their usual allocated library time 
on 3rd March or 4th March. 

 

In the classroom or via Google 
Classroom: 

• Find the book clues on your teachers’ PowerPoints 
throughout your lessons and submit the names of the 
books to me via the entry form on Google Classroom.  
You must get all five correct to win a prize. 

 

• Guess The Masked Reader – your teachers will be reading an 
extract from one of their favourite books.  Your task is to guess who is 
behind the mask. You can access this competition via Google 
Classroom.  

 

• During form time, we will all listen to a short story as listening to audio 
books are also an effective way to engage in reading.    

 

• Some of you might be lucky enough to take part in ‘The Great Big Footy and Booky Quiz’ 
which runs from 10.30-11.00am on 3rd March. 

 

• Write a short story titled ‘New Beginnings’.  Submit entries 
to  your English teacher. 

 

There are prizes to be won for all our competitions 
so please get involved! 

 

 

Link for 25 top books for teenagers recommended by World Book Day: 

 

https://www.worldbookday.com/reading-recommendations/top-25-stories-for-teens/ 

 

“Books were my pass to personal 
freedom. I learned to read at 

age three, and there discovered 
was a whole world to conquer 
that went beyond our farm in 

Mississippi.” 

Oprah Winfrey 

https://www.worldbookday.com/reading-recommendations/top-25-stories-for-teens/
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A reminder of previous World Book Days! 
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Subject News 

PIE 

 

Heathcote Healthy Heads 

 

Thank you to all those pupils who participated in our Heathcote Healthy Heads programme as part 
of Children’s Mental Health Week. It was wonderful to see the evidence you have uploaded and I 
do hope that your children got a lot out of the tasks. 

Certificates will be delivered to form tutors next week. 

 

Thanks To Our Heathcote Ambassadors 

 

Thank you to our librarian Ms Elliot and our Heathcote Ambassadors for creating such a fantastic 
display celebrating diversity and representation in literacy (below)… 

Katie Morrison - Assistant Head Teacher  
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Subject News 

PIE 

 

What makes Heathcote Diverse?   

 

The Ambassadors are working towards producing a ‘What makes Heathcote Diverse’ display . So 
far I have over 50 pupils who have contributed to this. If your child would like to get involved please 
ask them to speak to Ms Donoghue or Ms Morrison or follow the link on Google Classroom.  

 

This information will be displayed along with their Heathcote picture explaining what makes us a 
proud and diverse community. This link can be found on Google Classroom for pupils to access if 
they haven’t already.  

 

Look forward to seeing your contributions.  

 

“Naz Legacy”- Community Cohesion Presentation 

 

All Year 8 pupils will be off timetable Period 1 on Friday 4th March. This will be a remote diversity- 
themed session based on community cohesion and integration. This will take place in normal 
classrooms  with normal teacher.  

The virtual workshop will be led by Imam Mahmoud, who was dubbed the ‘Hero Imam’ of Finsbury 
Park Mosque after the terrorist attack on Finsbury Park Mosque in 2017 and who mentors young 
Muslims and works on bringing communities together, and a reformed former member of a far right 
organisation who has rejected violence and is now committed to exposing and eradicating far right 
extremism in the UK. The objective of this workshop is to clearly lay out what different forms of hate 
crime look like, how extremist groups recruit young people, and how to best report hate. 

 

 

PIE Day – Monday 14th March  

 

• This is a day that encourages us all to be more reflective, resilient and respectful learners!  

• All lessons will start with a PIE related DO NOW made by Mrs Donoghue.  

• Rewards will be given out By Senior Leaders during lessons to those who show the 3 Rs  

• We will also show gratitude to those who have helped us in the past. 

• Compete in an inter form ‘Positive Praise Point’ Comp on this day - what form will get the 
most praise points on Monday 14th March? 

 

 

Ms Donoghue 
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Subject News 

Creative Arts 

 

The school had the opportunity to see some live theatre at school this week, Theatre Centre’s new 
touring production Human Nurture. During the previous school year some of the Year 9 and GCSE 
pupils were part of a research and 
development for this play, which was 
exciting to see how their voices were 
used within the play. A quick synopsis 
below: 

 

Roger and Harry’s bond is so strong 
they could be brothers. They share the 
same food, music, computer games and 
even dreams, everything other than their 
race.    

Roger is black, and Harry is white…but 
what does that matter, right? When 
Roger is re-homed, Harry is left behind 
in the care system, and these “brothers” 
grow up in different cities and at 
opposite ends of the UK’s social 
spectrum. 

Then on Harry’s birthday, Runaku (Roger’s reclaimed Ugandan birth name) returns for a dream 
reunion that turns into a nightmare situation.    

 

A Level and GCSE drama pupils got the pleasure to see this, as did the whole of Year 9. After the 
arts industry not being able to tour for over two years it was fantastic to get this new writing theatre 

company in to showcase amazing new writers. 
The pupils behaved fantastically with pupils 
stating at the end “Sir, that was actually 
good!”.  

 

Lots more exciting theatre opportunities to 
come with a National Theatre Connections 
play in school performing on the 30th of March 
in the Main Hall. Watch this space next week 
for a poster and where to get tickets. This will 
also be performed at the ArtsDepot in North 
Finchley on April 26th – How to get tickets for 
this will also be in next week’s parent 
newsletter. The cast would love if as many 
people from the local community came to 
support them at school and in North Finchley. 
It will be an evening to remember.  

 

 



10 

 

 

Subject News 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 

 

 

 

When: 3rd -6thJuly 2022(3 nights and 4 days) 

Price: £394.00(This includes transport fare and half-board 

accommodation ) 

We will travel by road with a short sea crossing via Dover /Calais 

We still have a few places left (for Years 9-11) 

 

This trip will offer many exciting opportunities and experiences 

designed to reinforce and enhance language learning in a fun and 

stimulating environment for participants. It will also increase the 

cultural awareness and create fantastic memories, which we hope 

pupils will look back on fondly for many years to come. 

 

We will stay in; 

Les Tamaris 

21, avenue de la Libération 

14960 Asnelles-sur-Mer 

France 

This is a part original manor house building, part purpose-built youth accommodation, welcoming 

both British and French school groups. 

For further information please email margaret.dadzie@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

 

Thank you 

Ms Dadzie 

mailto:margaret.dadzie@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:margaret.dadzie@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Year Group News 
 

 

Year 8 

 

I hope you all had a restful half term despite the storms.  

 

I wanted to start by mentioning about the Science and Cirque du Soleil trips that took place before 
half term. Both trips were a great success, and I hope that all pupils enjoyed the experiences. Our 
pupils’ behaviour and conduct was exemplary which was noticed by one train driver who was very 
complimentary about the year group. I am planning on arranging an end of year rewards trip that 
will take place in the Summer term. Year 8 pupils will only be able to attend this trip if they have 
good behaviour and attendance.  

 

On Thursday a number of Year 8 pupils took part in the Waltham Forest Schools Netball Rally. This 
is traditionally an annual event that unfortunately has not been able to take place in the last two 
years due to Covid. I am pleased and very proud to say that Heathcote finished 4th in the rally 
against some tough competition and in some very tough weather conditions. This was their first 
competitive netball experience at Heathcote and each and every one of them were a credit to the 
school. The netball league will commence in the coming weeks. 

 

As this term continues there is going to be a big focus 
on uniform, I have noticed this week that a number of 
pupils are arriving to school without their blazers. 
These are compulsory and should be worn at all times. 
I have also noticed a small number of pupils who are 
wearing boots to school. These are not part of our 
uniform expectations. Please take the time to look at 
our uniform expectations which can be found on our 
website below; 

 

https://www.heathcoteschool.com/parents/
uniformequipment/ 

 

I wish you all a great weekend! 

 

Miss Clancey 

Year 8 Lead 

https://www.heathcoteschool.com/parents/uniformequipment/
https://www.heathcoteschool.com/parents/uniformequipment/
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Year Group News 
 

Year 10 

 

Thank You Cards 

Just before Half Term, Year 10 pupils had the opportunity to write a Thank You card to staff 
members – this included cleaners, teaching staff and support staff. Staff were extremely grateful 
that pupils recognise positive relations and the effort/work they have put into supporting pupils.  

 

Year 10 Awards Assembly 

Likewise, this week our celebration assembly focused on Year 10s ACE, Superstars, Highest 
Praise Points in form and School, Year Lead and Head Teacher awards. All pupils received gift 
vouchers for their success.  

 

Uniform 

Just a polite reminder, pupils need to be in full uniform, including blazers and lanyards and have a 
copy of their timetables at all times. Jumpers are optional but blazers are not.  

 

Banned items 

A large amount of junk food is considered a banned item and will be confiscated. Pupils should 
have healthy and filling food. Multipack chocolate, crisp packets and sharing confectionary packets 
are banned items that will be confiscated and disposed of. Please ensure your child has their 
account topped up to access the school food or have a packed lunch with suitable items. 
Furthermore, E- Cigarettes including vapes are illegal for anyone under the age of 21, therefore no 
pupil at Heathcote School should have these in their possession, buy it from a local shop or sell it 
to another pupil. Despite a number of assemblies regarding this new craze, I have searched and 
found vapes in the possession of a few Year 10 pupils.  

 

Social Media 

Unfortunately, the use of social media is a growing concern with Year 10 pupils. There are a 
number of concerns with pupils recording each other (both in and out of school), posting images 
with unkind comments that are racist/homophobic as well as inappropriate images, including 
sexualised content. Despite many assemblies and tutor time focus sessions, Year 10 are unable to 
distinguish between harmless banter and socially acceptable acts.  

 

The article below explains the use of social media apps and the impact it has on pupils:  

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/social-media/ 

 

In addition to this, on the following page is a quick guide to ensure the correct settings are selected 
to ensure our pupils are safe online. Could I ask parents/carers to check their child’s phone usage 
by screening photos and social media apps; checking the settings for age appropriate apps; 
discussing vapes and appropriate language for topics like racism and homophobia.   

 

Flashcards 

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/a-z-guide/social-media/
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I have a few flashcards for pupils keen to start revision early. Now is a great time to begin 
assessment preparation and condensing revision materials to support our next Challenge Week 
Assessment or an upcoming assessment. Please ask pupils to see me – it will be first come first 
served.  

 

I hope you have a great weekend and thank you for your continued support.  

 

Ms Gite 

Year 10 Lead 
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Fantastic opportunity – L.E.A.D.E.R.S Community are running a Street Dance class for 3 
weeks for Year 7 & 8 onwards. This will take place in H21 starting on Monday 7th March 3 till 
4pm. Please sign up on the link below https://forms.gle/jom2gNvGTFHUaVKd9. If you have any 
questions please speak to Ms Harper. 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/jom2gNvGTFHUaVKd9
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Sports News 
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Club News 
 

 

Clubs Timetable—Updated Spring Term 2 
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LUNCH MENU 
 

 

 


