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HEATHNOTES 

 

Dear all, 
I hope you had a wonderful break—it already seems a long 
time ago!  Pupils have come back to school ready to learn 
and I hope they were able to relax over the holidays. Year 11 
and 13 have been engaged in exams and have come back 
with the right attitude which will stand them in good stead 
for the coming months. The practical exams this week have 
gone very well and PE, Dance and Drama pupils have  
excelled themselves and we wish Bonne Chance and Buena 
Suerte to all the pupils with MFL speaking exams next week. 
Do read the letter from Mr Hutchins which offers a number 
of workshops for parents, including a focus on exam stress 
and anxiety. We hope that some of you can attend. 
We will be sending out a parent survey later in the term to 
get some feedback from you as we plan for next year. 
I will send out a letter on Monday with more information 
about Eid, uniform, exams and attendance amongst other 
things. 
Please keep an eye on Twitter and Facebook as the school 
news never ceases to make me smile at the end of a long 
day.  
As the days get warmer, I hope that the summer will bring 
some better news for the world. Remember to all of you in 
our community, when things get tough: 
You may not have noticed what you have achieved. But 
somebody has. We do our best to notice our pupils here and 
hope that they recognise that. 
Have a great weekend. Ms Hillman. 
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NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 
 

B 

REMINDERS 

• Breakfast Club pupils are expected to arrive and sign in 

via the main school reception before 8:15am - they will 

not be able to attend if they arrive after this time.  

• Please e-mail attendance@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

or select Option 1 when calling, to advise of absences  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

We have no upcoming events this week. 

Message from the Head 
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Literacy Update 

 
 

• Accelerated Reader – the final test for all Year 7 and 8 pupils will take place from next 
week.  Results will follow as soon as all tests have been completed. 

 

• GCSE Revision Guides – if you have purchased guides for your child, please remind 
them to collect them from Ms Hannigan after school. 

 

• Empowered Poetry Competition – Well Done to over sixty of our Year 7 and Year 8 
pupils whose work has been identified to be published. Pupils will receive a form for parental 
permission and, if you like, you can also purchase a copy of the poetry book displaying your 
child’s outstanding poem.  

 

 

English Department’s Book of the Week 

“Concrete Rose” by Angie Thomas 
 

In the prequel to The Hate U Give, Maverick Carter is a force to be reckoned with. Enough said. 

 

If there’s one thing seventeen-year-old Maverick Carter knows, 
it’s that a real man takes care of his family. As the son of a 
former gang legend, Mav does that the only way he knows how: 
dealing for the King Lords. With this money he can help his 
mom, who works two jobs while his dad’s in prison. 

 

Life’s not perfect, but with a fly girlfriend and a cousin who 
always has his back, Mav’s got everything under control. 

 

Until, that is, Maverick finds out he’s a father. 

 

Suddenly he has a baby, Seven, who depends on him for 
everything. But it’s not so easy to sling dope, finish school, and 
raise a child.  

 

So when he’s offered the chance to go straight, he takes it. In a 
world where he’s expected to amount to nothing, maybe Mav 
can prove he’s different. 

 

When King Lord blood runs through your veins, though, you can’t just walk away. Loyalty, revenge, 
and responsibility threaten to tear Mav apart, especially after the brutal murder of a loved one. He’ll 
have to figure out for himself what it really means to be a man. 
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Literacy Update 
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Subject News 
 

The History Department are offering pupils an opportunity to visit 

the Imperial War Museum and take part in the Holocaust exhibition 

and workshop on the 18th and/or the 25th May.  

As a part of Year 9 pupils study of the Holocaust and the impact it 

had on key groups and the legacy of it today, we are offering an 

exciting opportunity to develop students understanding of the unit 

further. 

At the IWM Holocaust Learning Programme pupils will: 

• Use innovative digital technology, have supported discussion 

with IWM learning practitioners, and interact with museum 

objects and stories to learn about this difficult history. 

• The session will sensitively provide an opportunity for students to develop their knowledge 

and understanding about the causes, course, and consequences of the Holocaust. 

• They will have the opportunity to reflect individually, discuss as a group and find their own 

answers to key questions about the Holocaust 

We will be leaving school at 9.00am and will be aiming be back at school at 3.30pm. We will be 

travelling by London Underground services, for which we will be covering the costs for travel. Pupils 

must wear full school uniform and take any additional items subject to the weather such as an 

umbrella and a coat.  

Please provide a packed lunch for your child as there may not be an opportunity for pupils to buy 

lunch, however if your child is on free school meals, a packed lunch will be provided. 

There are limited places on the trip so if you would like your child to attend, please make a payment 

of £5 (Google Form link below and indicate where you would like your child to be released from at 

the end of the trip) for the entrance fee for the museum and the programme by the 30th April. This 

payment is also your permission for your child to attend the trip. Disadvantaged pupils may not 

require payment. We have all medical details in school and will take any necessary medication with 

us so you must inform us if there are any changes to the records we have.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1kT5sXABJjNak66GZQ54uPs8tA3wzAPZzt6-SuCyiQrE/edit  

Enrichment activities are a privilege, and it is important that school trips take place safely. The 

school must ensure that pupils who attend are upholding the highest standards of behaviour and 

maintaining Heathcote’s reputation.  Pupils who have been isolated, excluded or have multiple 

IEUs in a given period of time maybe refused entry to trips, events or activities. The Head Teacher 

reserves the right to refuse entry to any school, events, trip or activity without any notice, and can 

delegate this responsibility to the Trip Leader. This is to ensure that school trips can take place 

safely and pupils that attend are upholding the standard of behaviour we would expect from 

Heathcote pupils. 

Kind regards, 

The History Department  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1PU50wQ3wK5hFNUMP45ctAI7Cq2R1dE2eKu0-UaKgzU0/edit
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Subject News 
 

 

Year 11 Speaking Exams 

After all the hard work and lots of preparation towards their French and Spanish Speaking Exams, 

our pupils will complete their final speaking GCSE exams on the following dates:  

 

Monday 25th April 2022    Spanish   Mr Talbot 

Tuesday 26th April 2022    Spanish    Mr Talbot 

Wednesday 27th April 2022    French   Ms Dadzie 

Thursday 28th April 2022    French   Ms Dadzie 

Wednesday 4th May 2022    Spanish   Ms Watson 

Wednesday 4th May 2022   French   Ms Dadzie 

Thursday 5th May 2022     Spanish   Ms Watson 

Thursday 5th May 2022    French   Ms Dadzie 

 

Year 11 pupils will receive their individual speaking times shortly. 

These speaking exams are worth 25% of the final GCSE results and are therefore very important. 

Please encourage your child to prepare well for these exams as we continue to support them and 

provide tips for them to achieve their very best.  

 

We wish Year 11 the best for these exams, we know that they want to do well and are here to help 

them succeed. 

 

The MFL Department  



 6 

 

 

Year Group News 

 
Year 9 
 
Hello Year 9 families, 
 
I hope you enjoyed a restful Easter break and that pupils have returned refreshed and revitalized to 
begin the new term—our final term before pupils embark on their GCSEs. 
 
 
Rewards Trip 
 
On the Thursday of last week before the break 21 pupils attended a rewards trip to Chessington 
World Of Adventures.  
 

These were selected from the pupils in the year group with zero behavior points. Pupils behaved 
well and enjoyed the day despite the unseasonal snow! 

 

Rewards Assembly 

On the final Friday the whole Year 9 cohort celebrated their achievement over the last term in our 
Rewards Assembly where a huge pile of certificates and vouchers were given out to pupils selected 
for subject awards, Praise Point winners, High Effort grades, Respect Praise Points, ACE, 
Superstars, Tutor Awards, Year Lead Award and Headteacher Award.  
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Huge congratulations to Ubbayd 
Naveed who was awarded the 
Headteacher Award for “Stepping 
out of your comfort zone and being 
so outstanding in the play.” 

 

Tutoring opportunity  

I am pleased to be able to share 
with you that the narrowing the gap 
team have some government 
tutoring funding left and as a result 
may be able to offer some extra 
support for pupils in Year 9 during 
the summer term. This would be a 
great opportunity for your child to 
develop their confidence and skills 
before they embark on their GCSE 
courses next academic year.  

If you and your child are interested 
in free tutoring sessions for your 
child in core subjects (English, 
Maths and/or Science), please 
remember to complete the form 
sent to you via Parentmail earlier 
this month.  

 

Parents Evening 

I hope that you found the Parents 
Evening last night to be useful and 
informative and that your 
appointments went well. 

 

Return to school 

On Tuesday pupils returned from Easter refreshed and appreciative of the later start and the 
shorter week. I visited them all during period 3 tutor time and I popped into lessons in the 
afternoon—they were respectful and ready for learning. There were minimal issues with uniform 
and in these cases tutors or members of the Pastoral Team have been in touch. 

 

Thanks for your ongoing support, 

Ms Gasper  
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Year Group News 
 

 

Year 11 

 

Year 11 Study Room 

We will be providing a supervised study room for pupils for exam revision or quiet study from next 

week. This will be based in H108 in the main building at lunchtime. We encourage pupils to take 

advantage of this at this crucial time in their education. Please note, this is a silent study area and 

any pupils that do not respect this will be removed from the room and will not be permitted to use 

this facility. 

 

GCSE After School Intervention 

This will re-start on Monday 25th April and run throughout the half term, groups and timetable 

unchanged 

 

Tutor time core subject intervention 

This will re-start from Tuesday 26th April and will run during tutor time, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

until half term 

 

Tutoring Sessions 

Small group online tutoring delivered by ‘My Tutor’ or by Heathcote staff will also continue to run 

throughout this half term. Please support your child by reminding them to log on at 5.15pm or 

5.30pm as appropriate for sessions accessed at home.  
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Other News 

And finally… 

 

To all those partaking in examinations, everyone at Heathcote wishes 
you all the very best of luck. Do not stop pushing until you are proud. 
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Other News 
 

We were delighted to welcome some of our Year 11 and 13 

pupils for booster classes during the first week of the Easter 

holidays. Pupils were given the opportunity to engage in 

some focused revision sessions in preparation for their 

GCSE and A Level examinations. Both days went really well 

and felt very positive, pupils were extremely well behaved 

and staff leading sessions commented on how beneficial 

these 

sessions were. Moving forward, pupils will have 

opportunities to undertake ‘Walking Talking 

Mocks’ to practise examination techniques and 

build confidence. We are extremely committed to 

supporting pupils over the next few months 

preparing for their examinations so please do let 

me know if you have any feedback or 

suggestions for how we might further support 

pupils in the coming weeks – 

miriam.argyrakis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk.  

mailto:miriam.argyrakis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Club News 
 

 

Clubs Timetable 
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