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HEATHNOTES 

 
 
I would like to wish a final good luck to all Year 11 and 13 pupils starting 
their exams—we have been so impressed with you and your attitude to 
your study; after all that has been thrown at you. Another good luck to 
Year 10; starting their mocks on Monday 16th and the rest of the school 
for Challenge Week the week after that. As you know, there are various 
activities and trips within these assessments to try and relieve the 
pressure. 
It has been a pleasure to see all the pupils in ’real’ assemblies this week 
and I am delighted that finally we seem to be living in a world where 
Covid doesn't dictate everything.  
There were some interesting changes announced in the Queen’s 
Speech this week which will affect education—this is a link to a summary 
of these  - https://www.localgov.co.uk/Queens-Speech-New-measures-to
-raise-education-standards/54165 
and we will keep you updated as to how these may affect you as and 
when appropriate. 
We held a great Deaf Aspirations day today for local deaf young people 
from schools across London. It was a brilliant day celebrating these 
amazing young people; well done to the Deaf department! 
There are some excellent results from the athletics—well done to those 
pupils; especially Brikel, Maddison, Rebecca and Kane. 
Please don’t forget to encourage your child to get involved in the school 
leadership opportunities outlined inside. I am so proud of our current 
ambassadors, especially this week the mental health ambassadors who 
have been supporting Mental Health Awareness Week.  
Please don’t forget to complete the Parent Survey sent out via Parent 
Mail by Wednesday 18th May. We need your feedback. https://forms.gle/
vTiAF3MibfjNUEVt9 
 
Have a great weekend. Emma Hillman. 
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NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 
 

A 

REMINDERS 

• Breakfast Club pupils are expected to arrive and sign in 

via the main school reception before 8:15am - they will 

not be able to attend if they arrive after this time.  

• Please e-mail attendance@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

or select Option 1 when calling, to advise of absences  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday 16th May 

Year 10 and Year 12 Mock Exams begin 

Thursday 19th May 

Year 8 HPV Vaccinations—2nd dose for those who have received 

a 1st dose. Pupils may wear PE kit if receiving the vaccination. 

Message from the Head 
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Literacy Update 

 
Accelerated Reader 

All year 7 and Year 8 tests have now been completed. Results will be sent via Parentmail, please 
discuss them with your child. If you have any concerns, email Ms Bashal 
(sbashal@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk). 

 

GCSE Revision Guides  

If you have purchased guides for your child, please remind them to collect them from Ms Hannigan 
after school. 

 

English Department’s Book of the Week 

‘Children of Blood and Bone’ by Tomi Adeyemi 

 

Tomi Adeyemi conjures a stunning world of dark magic and danger in her West African-inspired 
fantasy debut Children of Blood and Bone. 

 

They killed my mother.They took our magic.They tried 
to bury us. Now we rise. 

Zélie remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with 
magic. When different clans ruled - Burners igniting 
flames, Tiders beckoning waves, and Zélie’s Reaper 
mother summoning forth souls. 

But everything changed the night magic disappeared. 
Under the orders of a ruthless king, anyone with 
powers was targeted and killed, leaving Zélie without a 
mother and her people without hope. Only a few people 
remain with the power to use magic, and they must 
remain hidden. 

Zélie is one such person. Now she has a chance to 
bring back magic to her people and strike against the 
monarchy. With the help of a rogue princess, Zélie 
must learn to harness her powers and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on eradicating 
magic for good. 

Danger lurks in Orïsha, where strange creatures prowl and vengeful spirits wait in the waters. Yet 
the greatest danger may be Zélie herself as she struggles to come to terms with the strength of her 
magic - and her growing feelings for an enemy. 

mailto:sbashal@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk


 3 

 

  

Overseas Trips 

If your child is attending an overseas trip, we will invite you to a parent meeting where further 
information will be shared with the opportunity for you to ask questions.  We will provide de-
tail and clarification on: 

 

1. Behaviour expectations 

2. Luggage allowance 

3. Mobile phones and roaming 

4. Medication and medical needs 

6. Meeting points on day of departure 

7. Spending money 

8. Itinerary 

9. Emergency contact details 

10. Friendship groups - remote supervision /free time 

11. Rooms and sleeping arrangements 

 

The meeting for Barcelona will be on 25th May at 5.30pm in the main hall. 

The meeting for Krakow will be on 15th June at 5.30pm in the main hall. 

The meeting for Normandy will be on 16th June at 5.30pm in the main hall. 
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Numeracy Update 

 
 
Pi Day Winner! 

To celebrate National Pi Day on 14th March 
2022, we held a Pi day dingbats competition… 
we announced the answers to the dingbats a few 
weeks ago along with the winner Yuhua (8.6).   

Yuhua recently received his prize for winning the 
competition!  Congratulations Yuhua and enjoy 
spending your Amazon voucher! 

 

 

Junior UKMT Challenge 

On 27th April 2022 some of our Year 7 and Year 8 pupils took part in the 
Junior UKMT Challenge!   

Well done to everyone who participated…we will let you know of the results 
soon!  

 

 

 

Maths Riddle—can you solve it?? 

Old Granny Adams left half her money to her 
granddaughter and half that amount to her 
grandson. She left a sixth to her brother, and the 
remainder, £1,000, to the dogs’ home.  

 

How much did she leave altogether?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article compiled by Miss Collins 
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Year Group News 

 
Year 8 
 
This week saw the return of face to face assemblies. It was great to see all the year group together 
in one place in what feels like forever! Ms Hillman was impressed with the conduct of the year 
group as a whole so well done Year 8! 
 
Thank you to all of you who have completed all the necessary paperwork for the upcoming Thorpe 
Park  trip, a reminder that the final balance if not already paid is due on Monday 16th May. Any 
pupils who are not attending the trip will be expected in school as normal on this day.  
 
As Challenge Week fast approaches, can I please remind you that all pupils should be completing 
revision at home, all learning materials can be found on Google Classroom and in Knowledge 
Organisers.  
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Miss Clancey  
 
 

Year 9 
 
A quick reminder that Thursday is our ‘Year 9 Rewards trip’ to Thorpe Park and for those 
attending, a little respite from Challenge Week revision!  
 
Pupils attending will need to arrive at school by 8.15am on the 
day of their trip, dressed in casual clothes. We will be travelling 
by coach and should arrive back at school by 4.00pm 
approximately. We will dismiss pupils from school. Pupils must 
bring a packed lunch (unless they receive a free school and it is 
indicated on the consent form that you require a free school 
lunch). Pupils must bring plenty of water to drink, and, if 
appropriate a warm coat, raincoat, sun hat, sun cream, water etc. 
 
During the day the pupils will be able to move around the park 
with a partner. Unless requested, they will not be directly 
supervised by an adult. Instead they have to meet their group 
leaders at designated times and places. This is called remote supervision. This will allow pupils to 
get the most from the day trip. I would advise that pupils bring no more than £10 spending money 
on the trip and that they leave all valuables at home. 
 
Please note, pupils who have poor behaviour records may be refused entry to school events, trips 
or visits. All enrichment activities have clear thresholds for entry and these are clearly explained to 
pupils. For this trip, pupils who have been isolated, excluded or have multiple IEUs may be 
ineligible. 
 
Pupils remaining in school must wear full school uniform and should attend school at the usual 
times. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, 
 
Ms Gasper  
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Year 10 
 
During form this week, pupils were given their Challenge Week timetables. Please discuss this with 
your child and support them by ensuring independent revision is completed for a successful 
outcome.  
 
 

Areas of concerns this term (so far): 
 
Lateness to lessons 
 
For clarity, when pupils are 0-10 minutes late to lesson, this is logged as ‘late’ and a detention is 
issued. When pupils are 10+ minutes late to lessons, this is logged as truancy and a detention is 
issued. For every 5 truancy referrals, a pupil receives an IEU referral. The aim is to ensure pupils 
are in lessons and deterred from truanting. We really need your support in tackling truancy as 
pupils are missing out on quality first teaching.  
 
Truancy 
 
Pupils seem to present a series of reasons to be out of lessons and unfortunately, this too counts 
as truancy to lessons. Unless pupils have a signed note, with time and date clearly written, no pupil 
excuses will be accepted. Form tutors will be contacting parents/carers for persistent truancy 
concerns and may issue monitoring reports. 
 

Update: 
 
Thorpe Park 
 
This will be in June for selected pupils. Pupils with exclusions, Isolations, full day IEUs and 
persistent truancy marks will not be offered the opportunity to attend the trip. The review period is 
from Challenge Week 2 until the Trip. Unfortunately, we cannot reward poor behaviour with a trip, 
but I am hopeful for another opportunity.  
 
Additional trip 
 
I am considering booking another trip in July as a rewards trip. This is another opportunity for pupils 
who missed out on Trip 2 and 3 to still attend. I would like to take the whole year group but again, 
this depends on behaviour and time permitting.  
 
Challenge Week 3 
 
This is the first of many official mocks for Year 10 pupils and we are easing pupils into the way 
these are conducted. Please encourage pupils to take this seriously before, during and after the 
assessment period. Pupils will be in the Sports Hall for some of the assessments where the 
expectation is to line up and enter row by row. Please remind pupils of exam setting expectations 
such as phones switched off, silence throughout and completion of the paper. 
 
Assemblies 
 
Live assemblies return in the hall where pupils are expected to be dismissed at 3.05pm and pupils 
will need to wear their blazers as this is a formal occasion. There are times when the assembly 
may overrun, therefore I apologise in advance for the inconvenience. Pupils waiting for siblings in 
the assembly hall can wait in the main office.  
 
I wish the pupils the very best for their upcoming assessments and because of their hard work and 
dedication to learning, I believe they will succeed!  
 
Ms Gite  
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Year 11 
 
The first Geography GCSE exam will take place on Monday 23rd May. The Geography 
Department will be holding a revision session for this exam afterschool on Wednesday 18th May 
in room 7101 from 3:05 to 4:05pm. Any pupil who would like extra support is able to attend this 
revision session. 
 
 
The revision session will focus on practicing 8 mark questions prior to the exam. If anyone would 
like to attend, please go to room 7101 from 3:05-4:05pm on Wednesday 18th May. You can also 
email poneill@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk if you have any queries or would like more information. 
 
Ms Page 

From Ms Page, Ms Smith and all the Year 11 team 
and tutors...look out for a letter sent via 

ParentMail with full details of revision sessions 
and drop-down days to come in the next  

four weeks. 

mailto:poneill@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Other News 
 

Applications are now open for Head Pupil 

I am delighted to share that the Head Pupil applications are now open for 2022-2023. This is the 
most prestigious leadership position offered to pupils at Heathcote and is integral to the pupil 
leadership structure. All current Year 9, 10 and Year 12 pupils are invited to apply.  

 

What is the role? 

• The most senior position of pupil leadership in the school 

• Leading the Heathcote Ambassador team 

• Chairing weekly meetings 

• Working directly with Ms Morrison and the School Leaders Team 

• Lead on activism and fundraising across the school 

• Lead on pupil voice 

• Represent the school at both internal and external events 

• Participation in school development work and occasional work with outside agencies on 
developing the school. 

• Be an agent for change at Heathcote 

 

We highly recommend individuals to apply that are: 

• Committed to the school and want to lead the Heathcote Ambassador Team 

• Reliable and trustworthy 

• Can be an advocate for all the pupils and represent their ideas 

• A role model  

• Someone kind, caring and supportive towards other pupils 

• Supportive of all staff and the school’s aims 

• Helpful and will promote the ethos and vision of Heathcote to the wider community.   

 

How can pupils apply? 

The application form is available on Google Classroom via the KS3, KS4 and KS5 noticeboards. 
This will also be made available via the PIE learning zone. Complete the Google Form uploaded to 
the stream. 

Alternatively, pupils can use the link below for direct access to the application. The deadline for all 
applications is Monday 23rd May 2022 – 9 am.  

  

Link to application:   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rultut8qjj80M2ECBMp6TQCtxAROg89ZgvX-rsEcdm4/edit 

Interviews for shortlisted candidates will take place the week beginning 6th June 2022. All 
shortlisted candidates will be contacted with time and interview allocation.  

If you have a child in Year 9, 10 or 12, please encourage them to apply for this fantastic 
opportunity to enhance their leadership skills.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1rultut8qjj80M2ECBMp6TQCtxAROg89ZgvX-rsEcdm4/edit
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For further details, please contact Ms Morrison - Assistant Headteacher - 
kmorrison@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk.   

 

Applications are now open for Heathcote Ambassadors 

I am delighted to share that the Heathcote Ambassador applications are now open for 2022-2023. 
This is a superb leadership opportunity for pupils and we are inviting all to apply.  

 

What is the role? 

• Pupil Leaders working directly with Head Pupil team 

• Meet weekly to lead on pupil voice through School Council 

• Support Activism, fundraising and events 

• Representing school at both internal and external events 

• Working with outside agencies 

• Leading pupil voice 

• Working directly with Ms Morrison and the School Leaders Team 

 

We highly recommend individuals to apply that are: 

• Reliable and trustworthy 

• Can be an advocate for all the pupils and represent their ideas 

• A role model  

• Someone kind, caring and supportive towards other pupils 

• Supportive of all staff and the school’s aims 

• Helpful and will promote the ethos and vision of Heathcote to the wider community.   

 

How can pupils apply? 

The application form is available on Google Classroom via the KS3, KS4 and KS5 noticeboards. 
This will also be made available via the PIE learning zone. Complete the Google Form uploaded to 
the stream. 

Alternatively, pupils can use the link below for direct access to the application. The deadline for all 
applications is Monday 16th May 2022 – 9 am.  

  

Link to application:   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/155Uh7-0l26xleEPcSBybdx2jWd0-OHZRr0J7eUtt1aA/edit 

 

Interviews for shortlisted candidates will take place the week beginning 16th May 2022. All 
shortlisted candidates will be contacted with time and interview allocation. Please  encourage your 
child to apply for this fantastic opportunity to enhance their leadership skills.  

For further details, please contact Ms Morrison - Assistant Headteacher - 
kmorrison@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk. 

mailto:kmorrison@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/155Uh7-0l26xleEPcSBybdx2jWd0-OHZRr0J7eUtt1aA/edit
mailto:kmorrison@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Other News 
 

Eco-Schools 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As part of our commitment to the climate we are going to launch a 

campaign to reduce emissions from transport to and from our school. In 

order to do this we would love it if you could remind your child to complete 

the survey below: 

 

Link to pupil transport survey  

 

All entries will be entered into a raffle and one lucky winner will win a prize! 

Thank you for all your support! 

Ms Ali 

 

Applications for Heathcote Ambassadors and Head Pupil 

Ms Morrison will be running a drop in service on Monday 16th May in the library during registration 

(2.45pm-3.05pm). Any pupil that would like to apply to be a Heathcote Ambassador or Head Pupil 

can drop in and Ms Morrison will be on hand to support.  

 

Department Ambassadors 

Calling all Department Ambassadors. Please ensure that they access Google Classroom and sign 

up for the Department Ambassador classroom.  

 

https://classroom.google.com/c/MzYyMTIyMzUzMTEw?cjc=gbhonne 

Code – gbhonne 

 

Key messages will be disseminated to pupils so please ensure that you share this with them. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13a35JH-3rzWel2LieJiWspn8GSdk9PQ7d5qPiUT_Gxk/edit?ts=625fe837
https://classroom.google.com/c/MzYyMTIyMzUzMTEw?cjc=gbhonne
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Other News 
 

 

History 

After studying multiculturalism during PIE 

lessons, Isaiah shared his extensive 

knowledge on the Windrush generation in a 

well-researched and fantastically organised 

presentation for his peers. Here he played the 

class some calypso music which was sung on 

the Windrush ship by its passengers in the 20th 

century.  

One of his classmates commented, “Isaiah’s 

presentation was so interesting; we’re really 

proud of him as a class”. 

 

Debate Mate 

Years 8-10 participated in the final Debate Mate Cup Competition at the University of Westminster. 

Every pupil showed teamwork, professionalism and some fantastic, well-thought out arguments. 

Our pupils represented Heathcote 

with pride and ended with brilliant 

results.  

Team A came 9th out of 50 teams.  

Team B came 20th out of 50 teams.  

 

Debates included:  

‘This House would ban music that 

glorified crime’. 

 

‘This House would use Artificial Intelligence to make political decisions.’ 

 

‘This House would make sportspeople declare their opinions on current issues’.  
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Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 

A HUGE thank you to our Anti-Bullying Ambassadors for their superb work in the peer listening 

service they provided this week as part of Mental Health Awareness Week. The drop-in service 

was held at break every day this week in the library and pupils were able to pop in and have a chat 

if they felt down, lonely or just needing a friendly ear. This will become a permanent weekly fixture 

after May half term so keep an eye out for further messages. 

 

Heathcote Ambassadors 

This week we celebrated the achievements of our Year 11 and Year 13 Heathcote Ambassadors 

and Head Pupil Team. It was a lovely opportunity to share some refreshments and wish them good 

luck in their forthcoming exams. Thank you for all their hard work! 

 

Mental Health Ambassadors 

Our wonderful Mental Health Ambassadors launched their “Worry Box” campaign. Each Mental 

Health Ambassador is “buddied” with a Year 7 tutor group. They attend a weekly registration where 

they ask pupils to submit their worries into their beautifully designed worry box. These will be 

carefully reviewed with our Safeguarding and Mental Health Services Team and support, where 

appropriate, will be put in place. Our Ambassadors will then create campaigns based on the 

worries they find across the year group. We look forward to hearing how they get on.  
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P.E Results and Upcoming Fixtures 
 



 14 

 

 

Club News 
 

 

Clubs Timetable 
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Lunch Menu 
 

 


