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HEATHNOTES 

 
 
What a week—a number of key GCSE exams, Year 10 mocks, a trip 

to Thorpe Park, a Holocaust focused trip for Year 9, as well as all 

the other enrichment, intervention, walking talking mocks etc! All 

the staff are working so hard to enrich our pupils’ lives, as well as 

ensure they get the best exam results possible. As you know, we 

are also running 3 trips abroad this year, which provides such an 

amazing opportunity for our pupils. 

We are running a special Jubilee lunch menu on Wednesday (see 

page 15) and I hope that you have some fun planned over half-

term and that your family are able to enjoy the extra bank holiday 

together. 

Year 11 and 13 continue to apply themselves so well to their 

exams and we have had big exams this week; including paper 1 

and 2 in English. It is fascinating looking at social media to find 

out what pupils all over the country have been saying about the 

papers. This seems to have summed up the English paper for 

many Year 11s.  Ask your child if they are in Year 11 for an 

explanation! 

Have a great weekend—one more 

day to go before half-term. 

Emma 
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Encourage  -  Challenge  -  Succeed 

NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 
 

B 

REMINDERS 

• Breakfast Club pupils are expected to arrive and sign in 

via the main school reception before 8:15am - they will 

not be able to attend if they arrive after this time.  

• Please e-mail attendance@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

or select Option 1 when calling, to advise of absences  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

All Week 

Challenge Week 3 

Friday 27th May 

End of Summer Term 1 

Message from the Head 
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Literacy Update 

 
Accelerated Reader 

• All Year 7 and 8 tests have now been completed. Results will be sent via Parentmail, please 

discuss them with your child. If you have any concerns, email Ms Bashal 
(sbashal@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk). 

 

Congratulations to the following students who achieved 90%+in their recent AR Quiz: 

• Gabriella H - 100% 

• Imogen W - 100% 

• Safir C - 100% 

• Ana K - 90% 

• Maisie W - 90% 

• Selim A - 90% 

• Sara E - 100% 

• Mikael N - 100% 

• Nyren E - 90%  

 

GCSE Revision Guides 

If you have purchased guides for your child, please remind them to collect the guides from Ms 
Hannigan after school. 

 

Overseas Trips 

If your child is attending an overseas trip, we invite you to a parent meeting where further 
information will be shared with the opportunity for you to ask questions.  We will provide detail and 
clarification on: 

 

1. Behaviour expectations 

2. Luggage allowance 

3. Mobile phones and roaming 

4. Medication and medical needs 

6. Meeting points on day of departure 

7. Spending money 

8. Itinerary 

9. Emergency contact details 
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10. Friendship groups - remote supervision /free time 

11. Rooms and sleeping arrangements 

 

Meeting dates and times are: 

The meeting for Barcelona will be on 25th May at 5.30pm in the main hall. 

The meeting for Krakow will be on 15th June at 5.30pm in the main hall. 

The meeting for Normandy will be on 16th June at 5.30pm in the main hall. 

 

Trip dates are: 

Barcelona – Thursday 16th June – Sunday 19th June 

Normandy – Sunday 3rd July – Wednesday 6th July 

Krakow – Sunday 10th July – Tuesday 12th July 

 

English Department’s Book Of The Week 

“Superheroes” by Sophia Thakur 

Discover the new daring tales of inspiration from over fifty iconic British icons today, who have each 
harnessed their curiosity and ambition and turned it into their own superhero power. 

With a special introduction by Stormzy! 

Every inspirational figure has something that makes them special, just like you. Just look at: 

• Princess K, who went from tapping her foot under 

the desk at school, to dancing centre stage at 
Glastonbury 

• Dina Asher Smith, who started out crawling at 

lightning speed and became the fastest British 
woman in history 

• Reggie Yates, who used his power of empathy to 

connect instantly both in person and through the TV 

• Riz Ahmed, whose ability to code-switch between 

cultures and creative outlets let him excel as a 
scholar, actor, activist and rapper. 

• Liam Charles, who followed his childhood passion 

in the kitchen to become a Bake Off master. This is 
a book filled with inspiring journeys, to encourage 
and empower you to harness your power, and 
become your own superhero. 
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Numeracy Update 

 
 
MacLaurin Olympiad results 

A few weeks ago Keiran (11.3, right) took part in the MacLaurin 
Mathematical Olympiad – a follow on round to the Intermediate 
UKMT challenge. It is a 2 hour challenge which only 600 qualifying 
pupils are invited to participate in from all over the UK! 

 

Keiran achieved a distinction which is a fantastic achievement - 
well done Keiran! 

 

Mathematician of the Month, April 2022 

 

Congratulations to the following pupils who were nominated for the 
Mathematician of the Month, April 2022: 

Year 7: Annie; Kalina; Isaac; Ekin; Zak; Lucy; Jessie; Ellie; Ruben and Izzy. 

Year 8: Aisha; Nyren and Evelina. 

Year 9: Tasia; Quianah; Rian and Janae. 

Year 10: Callum; Bobby and Billie. 

Year 11: Justice; Samantha and Nithurshan. 

Year 12: Mohammed. 

Year 13: Vanessa. 

 

The winners were chosen at random from the nominations and I am pleased to announce the 

following; 

     Year 7: Annie   Year 8: Nyren     Year 9: Quianah 
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        Year 10: Billie      Year 11: Nithurshan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Year 12: Mohammed        Year 13: Vanessa 

 

Congratulations everyone! All those nominated have been awarded 2 praise points. The winners 
have been awarded 3 praise points, a certificate, a letter home and will take part in a prize in the 
near future!  Well done everyone!  

 

Maths Riddle—did you solve it? 

 

Old Granny Adams left half her money to her 
granddaughter and half that amount to her grandson. 
She left a sixth to her brother, and the remainder, 
$1,000, to the dogs’ home. How much did she leave 
altogether? 

 

This one might have tripped you up! But the trick is 
not to focus on the hypothetical amounts, but on the fractions: Adding one half, one quarter, and 
one sixth tells us that the total is a fraction of twelfths (2+4+6=12). You can also think about it as 
6/12, 3/12, 2/12, which equals 11/12. If the remainder is $1,000, that must be one-twelfth, so the 
total is $12,000. 

Article compiled by Miss Collins 
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Year Group News 

 
Year 10 
 
Exams 
Year 10 have made a good start to their exams and we continue to wish them the best of luck. As 
Ms Warden says (repeatedly) "You can only do your best!". 
 
As parents, carers and guardians, please help us with supporting Year 10 with their exams. Some 
of our pupils are struggling with working in exam conditions, this includes:  
 

• Silently entering the exam hall/rooms 

• Remaining silent in between distribution of exam papers and information read at the start.  

• No electronics at all – phones or smartwatches must be switched off. 
 
 
Truancy 
Attendance to lessons has become a bit of an issue with some of our Year 10 pupils. Pupils are 
expected to arrive promptly to their timetabled lessons to support their success. Exams are not an 
excuse to be late, or not attend, lessons. Class teachers have been instructed to log truancy 
detentions for pupils who arrive more than 10 minutes late to their lesson without a valid note. 
Should a pupil get 5 truancy detentions logged, this will automatically trigger a full day in the IEU. 
Please can you remind your child of the importance of 
getting to lessons on time.  
 
 
Performance  
A huge congratulation to Laksha in 10.7 for her musical 
performance at the Tamil Film Festival. What an 
achievement! We wish you the best for the next 
performance today (19.05.22) and hope you smash it!  
 
All the best! 
 
Ms Gite 
 
 

Year 11 
 
Chessington Trip 
Back on March 31st around 130 Year 11 pupils took part in 
a day trip to Chessington World of Adventures. 
Unfortunately this was too late for the Easter newsletter and, as I’m sure you can imagine, I have 

been prioritising exam and intervention information in the 
newsletter recently, so I’m sharing this with you now.  
 
The week before our trip had seen beautiful sunshine; the 
morning of the 31st brought grey skies and rain! However, 
by the time we arrived it was cold but dry and the pupils 
did not let the weather spoil their day! It was great see 
everyone having fun and taking a break for the pressure of 
impending exams. As the snow began to fall we boarded 
the coaches to return to school. Thank you to all of 
the staff that accompanied the trip: Ms Smith, Mr 
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Prince, Ms Chana, Ms Gasper, Ms Kaur, Ms Briden and 
Ms Dadzie. 
 
 
Year 11 Future Destination Survey & GDPR consent 
Ms Burnett our careers advisor has recently sent out an 
important survey to all Year 11 parents. This is concerning 
your child’s intended destination in September. Whether 
your child is aiming for Heathcote 6th Form, another 6th 
Form College, FE College, apprenticeship or job it is 
crucial that we are able to track this. This enables any 
students that are still unsure about their next step or those 
that have not secured an offer of an appropriate pathway 
for September to receive the relevant support and guidance before the end of the school year.  
Please do complete this survey as soon as possible.  
 
  
We want your pre-loved uniform! 
We would very much like to build up our stores of good quality, pre-loved or nearly new uniform. 
We can then use this to support students in need next year, particularly those from disadvantaged 
households. All items welcome. Pupils will need to wear full uniform for all of their exams, so we will 
not ask for this to be brought in quite yet. Please do send in your clean items of uniform the week 
commencing Monday 27th June and drop them in at reception. 
  
 
Exams 
A big well done to all of our pupils who have sat exams this week. Their behaviour has been 
excellent and the vast majority have been fully equipped for the relevant tests. Please praise your 
child for their great start and encourage them to keep up the good work! Remember to: 

• USE their revision timetables 

• Limit screen time (set time limits on their phones!) 

• Eat healthily 

• Drink lots of water 

• Get enough sleep 
 
Ms Page 
 
 

Year 12 & Year 13 
 

Year 12: 
Well done on what has been a challenging first week of mocks!  We have been impressed with 
your independence, resilience and drive, which I hope will be reflected in your outcomes.  These 
mocks are a good indicator as to how year one of a two-year journey has started, and will indicate 
any specific support or guidance pupils may need moving forward.  These exams will also be the 
discussion point of 1-to-1 pupil meetings with tutors and Ms Lewis, but will also help us to 
determine any parent/carer meetings that will be required in pastoral week beginning Monday 11th 
July.  Good luck in your remaining exams in the second mock exam week! 
 
 

Year 13 
Well done to our BTEC Business pupils who sat their final external exam last week, wishing you the 
best with these results.  Now just a final push on coursework pieces due!  Lessons for all BTEC 
pupils continue as per usual timetable. 
 
As we approach the first A-level exam we would like to say a HUGE GOOD LUCK to all Year 
13 pupils sitting exams in the coming weeks.  We know this is a stressful time and want you 
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to know we are here for you if you need us. 
Reminder: To support pupils with the start of the exams and for wellbeing, pupil preparation time 
has been correlated to begin at the same time as the first exam. As of Monday 23rd May, pupils 
are officially only required to come to school for exams or if they study Biology, Physics, Chemistry 
& Maths; these lessons are mandatory.  A-Level pupils’ last official day is Friday 20th May, in 
which pupils will have a farewell celebration during period 5. Please see below for further 

information regarding celebrations and trips. Pupils are welcome to still come to school to utilise the 
study space in the 6th form building if preferred. 
 
As parents/carers, Ms Elmi & I have recorded some helpful tips & advice for supporting your child 
during this important period.  Please visit the sixth-form section on our school website for more 
information.  I have also shared with pupils helpful tips and support on their ‘KS5 classroom’ under 
‘Exam Cauldron folder’. 
 
 
Thank-you 
Thank-you to all parents/carers that took the time to send your child a special personalised 
message during our year 13 ‘GOOD 
LUCK’ assembly. This was a special 
moment that pupils really appreciated! 
Staff also wrote personalised messages to 
pupils too, sharing memories and good 
luck messages so that each pupil had a 
message to read. 
 
 

Sixth Form Upcoming Events 
 
Tuesday 28th June: Year 12 & 13  
 
Please ensure you have confirmed your 
child’s place on the Thorpe Park trip 
including completing the consent link on 
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the Thorpe Park letter and made the necessary 
payment.  Apologies if the link was not working when 
attempted, this has now been rectified. 
 
 
Thursday 23rd June: Year 13 Graduation 
Celebration/ Afternoon Tea  
Official invitations to follow, but this is an end of year 
celebration not to miss.  We will share special moments 
& memories, give out awards (formal & informal) and 

will eat food and 
cake! 
 
 
Leavers Hoodies: Year 13 only. 
Pupils have expressed that they would like to purchase a 
2022 leavers hoodie that can be worn at the graduation 
celebration (see above). More 
information will be sent via 
Parentmail for these to be purchased. 

An example is shown on the right. 
 
 
Work experience: Year 12 only 
Work experience is due to take place on Monday 18th July – Friday 22nd 
July.  Well done to those pupils who have already provide Ms Lewis with 
their forms.  The deadline for any final placement is Friday 27th May.  After 
this date no work experience will be authorised as the prior safety checks 
need to be completed by the BEP. 
 
Well done Year 12 & 13 pupils,  
 
Keep up the hard work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms Lewis  
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Subject News 
 

MFL News 

 

The MFL department wishes to say BRAVO! and ¡ENHORABUENA! to 

all our French and Spanish candidates who took completing their GCSE 

SPEAKING EXAMINATIONS, in their stride over the past three weeks. 

You are to be commending for being punctual and well prepared; we 

recognise all the efforts you put in to learn your conversation speeches before the exam and how 

nerve-wracking an experience this can be. This is the case for all pupils who have done speaking 

exams recently. Well done! 

We hope that you will leave no stone unturned, as you prepare assiduously for your Listening, 

Reading and writing examinations on Tuesday 24th May and Thursday 26th May. We would also 

like to encourage you to keep learning your tenses and vocabulary for the writing papers in June. 

We would like to use this opportunity to wish you all the best in your forthcoming examinations and 

all your future endeavours. 

GOOD LUCK! BONNE CHANCE! ¡BUENA SUERTE ☺  

 

Debate Mate News 

As Debate Mate is coming to an end for this academic year, Heathcote pupils completed their final 

challenge. The task was to come up with an idea 

that would improve either the local community or 

environment and pitch it to Deloitte Bank in a bid 

to win £1000 to implement the idea. One group, 

pictured below, pitched the creative and polished 

idea of a fashion show which promotes body 

inclusivity and connects small businesses 

together to empower the next generation of 

creatives. Fingers crossed the £1000 is yours to 

bring this idea to life!  

Tara, Mary-Jane, Alex and Summaya 
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Other News 
 

Deaf Aspiration Day 

On Friday 13th May 2022, Heathcote School played host to six schools from Waltham Forest, 

Newham & Redbridge for Deaf Aspirations Day. We had two presentations from the National Deaf 

Children’s Society (NDCS) about careers 

that are open to Deaf people, and 

students participated in various activities 

connected to the presentations. It was 

interesting to see all the students 

working together despite not having met 

each other before. In the afternoon we 

were treated to three presentations from 

Deaf Role Models, who talked about their 

experiences and journeys through 

education and into work. These presentations were inspirational for students and staff alike. The 

students took the opportunity to ask insightful questions of each role model. The day also provided 

a great opportunity for staff from the various schools to meet and share ideas.  

 

 

Year 8 Pupil Receptionists 

Thank you to the Year 8 Pupil Receptionists, so far, who have helped the main school office with a 

variety of jobs.  They were all willing to learn, helpful, well-mannered and responsible in what is a 

very busy working environment! We appreciate their help and hope that they gained some valuable 

work experience.  

 

    Angleline      Albe 

    Ibrahim        Narin 

    Devon       Pei Jin 
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Other News 
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P.E Results and Upcoming Fixtures 
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Club News 
 

 

Clubs Timetable 
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Jubilee Lunch Menu—Wednesday 25th May 
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Lunch Menu 
 

 


