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HEATHNOTES 

 
 
At the bottom is a picture of the beach at Tossa Del Mar (quite the classroom!) , sent by one of 

the teachers on the trip to Spain—we cannot thank staff enough for giving up their weekend to 

make some long-lasting and amazing experiences for Year 10 pupils; I hope they’re using lots 

of Spanish to help them succeed in their GCSEs too. Due to the late Sunday return, pupils may 

come to school ready for the start of period 2 as a one-off. We look forward to future trips to 

Poland and Normandy later in the term and hope these opportunities continue into the future.  

Really looking forward to Culture Day on Wednesday and we hope to see an array of clothes 

celebrating the diversity of our community. On Friday (don’t forget, an INSET Day!), Mpula 

Lawton will be running a session on anti-racism with all staff. We are looking forward to an 

engaging conversation and chances to reflect on our practice and continue to ensure we are 

consistently fair and equitable and confident about anti-racism and unconscious bias. The 

outcomes will feed into our school improvement plan for next year. 

Please be aware of two things next week and in the coming weeks; hot weather and travel 

chaos. 

Hot weather—please ensure your child has a bottle of water (no bigger than 500ml—pupils can 

fill these up in school) and sun cream, hat if appropriate to wear outside. Sunglasses and hats 

are permitted in the play ground but not inside. Remember blazers do not need to be worn but 

must be carried or in lockers. 

Travel—we do not yet know how the strikes will 

play out but please assume that travel will be 

disrupted, especially on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Please check if your child’s journey will be affected 

and contact the school if you have any concerns. 

I hope you have a great weekend and apologies 

again for the late newsletter. I leave you with a 

quote from one of my favourite book series when I 

was young: 

‘I wonder what it would be like to live in a world 

where it was always June.’ 

L.M Montgomery, Anne of the Island. 
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Encourage  -  Challenge  -  Succeed 

NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 
 

A 

REMINDERS 

• Breakfast Club pupils are expected to arrive and sign in 

via the main school reception before 8:15am - they will 

not be able to attend if they arrive after this time.  

• Please e-mail attendance@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

or select Option 1 when calling, to advise of absences  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesday 22nd June 

Heathcote Culture Day 

Friday 24th June 

INSET Day—pupils not in school 

Message from the Head 
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Literacy Update 

 

English Department News 

• Congratulations to the following students who achieved 90%+in their recent AR Quiz: 

 Sophie D 100%  

 Elif K 100% 

 A small prize and certificate is on its way to you. 

 

• GCSE Revision Guides – if you have purchased guides for your child, please remind them to 

collect the guides from Ms Hannigan after school. 

  

• Year 11 Pupils – if you have finished with your revision guides and text books, please donate 

them to the English department for future use.  We would really appreciate your old books. 

 

English Department’s Book of the Week 

 

‘Does My Head Look Big in This’ by Randa Abdel-Fattah 

 

Does My Head Look Big in This? is a young adult debut 

novel by Randa Abdel-Fattah, an Australian writer of 

Palestinian and Egyptian origin, published in Australia in 

2005. It is a story set in 2002, of 16-year-old Melbourne-

born Amal, who decides to start wearing a hijab (religious 

veil) as a representation of her Muslim faith, and the 

reactions and repercussions that stem from her decision. 

 

The novel, which covers topics of Islamophobia (fear or 

prejudice against Muslims), cultural and personal identity, 

and social awareness, has received the Australian Book 

Industry Award and the Australian Book of the Year Award 

in the category for older children. 



 3 

 

 

Numeracy Update 
 

Mathematician of the Month, May 2022 

 

Congratulations to the following pupils who were nominated for the Mathematician of the Month, 
May 2022: 

 

Year 7: Jayden and Elisa. 

Year 8: Pei and Grace. 

Year 9: Abubaker; Devran; Tasia and Anthony. 

Year 10: Kiyann. 

 

The winners were chosen at random from the nominations and I am pleased to announce the 
following winners: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

     Year 7: Jayden       Year 8: Grace     Year 9: Tasia          Year 10: Kiyann   

 

Congratulations everyone!  All those nominated have been awarded 2 praise points. The winners 
have been awarded 3 praise points, a certificate, a letter home and will take part in a prize in the 
near future!  Well done everyone! 

 

Math Riddle—can you solve it? 

Egg equation 

If a hen and a half lay an egg and a half in a day and a half, how 
many eggs will half a dozen hens lay in half a dozen days? 

 

 

Article compiled by Miss Collins 
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Year Group News 

Year 9 

A reminder that jewellery - second earrings nose studs and bracelets – are not allowed to be worn 

to school. Hoodies are also banned items and must not be brought to school. There are a number 

of pupils turning up to school with acrylic nails and false eyelashes – pupils will be asked to remove 

these and issued with a sanction. 

End of KS3 Prom 

Our End of KS3 Prom is on Tuesday July 12th at 6.30pm in the 

Heathcote Sixth Form building. A reminder that this event is by 

invitation only! Pupils may not be invited to join if they don’t 

behave well and are issued with sanctions over this half term 

(these multiple detentions, IEU referrals, Isolations or exclusions 

amongst others). 

Please do get in touch if you are able to support with Prom, this 

would be hugely appreciated – I’m in need of some photo props, donations of prom clothing and 

decorations such as a balloon arch, a backdrop and a red carpet. 

There will be a Parentmail with a Google Form to find out who will be attending graduation. Please 

complete this when you receive it. 

This weekend it’s supposed to be really hot, enjoy the sunshine!  

Ms Gasper 

 

Year 10 

Please see details of the Thorpe Park trip for Year 10 pupils arranged to be on Wednesday 20th 

July 2022. Unfortunately, Thorpe Park and coach companies have increased their prices this time 

of year, bringing the cost of the trip to £40 to cover the cost of coach and park entry. I proposed this 

trip to be scheduled to early September, when we are in Year 11, however, pupils were adamant 

they wanted to go now – this term. Please be aware of the following:  

• Detailed letter on Parent Mail  

• Completed consent form: https://forms.gle/TC24WSxYAkq8BJ3C7 

• Full payment of £40 before Monday 4th July 2022, 4pm 

• Eligible pupils only – this mean, pupils with exclusions, isolations and persistent truancy logs, 

will not be allowed to attend. Pupils were informed of the thresholds at the start of the school 

year, before Challenge Week 2 and again after Challenge Week 3.  

Congratulations to the awarded pupils who received their rewards certificates and vouchers in 

assembly last week! Impressive behaviours and academic progress. Next rewards assembly will 

include subject nominations.  

Good Luck to our Pupil Ambassadors and Head Pupil applications – so many impressive 

manifestos.  

Ms Gite  

https://forms.gle/TC24WSxYAkq8BJ3C7
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Year Group News 

 

Year 11 

 

Exams 

The exams are continuing to run smoothly and pupils are coping very well with the pressure. Pupils 

have been arriving promptly and well 

equipped for the task ahead, so please do 

congratulate them for this. Uniform 

standards have however, been slipping 

again. Please remember that all pupils are 

expected to be in full uniform for ALL exams 

– this includes blazer and tie. Please 

support your child by encouraging them to 

check uniform the night before each exam. 

If your child has been supplied with spare uniform items by us, they may keep these until the last 

exam. After this we ask that items are washed and returned to school. 

 

Uniform Donations 

Still on the uniform theme, a reminder that we would love your donations of used school uniform to 

distribute to pupils in need next year. Washed and in good condition only please. We will be 

accepting donations throughout the week commencing Monday 27th June. 

 

Prom Dresses 

We are very much looking forward to celebrating prom with Year 11 on July 4th. However, we 

understand that finding the right dress can be an expensive business! We are lucky to have 

received a number of donated prom dresses (mainly small sizes) to lend to pupils in need. Please 

direct your child to Ms Donoghue in the Humanities building if they are interested in taking 

advantage of this. If you have any pre-worn prom dresses at home that you no longer need, we’d 

love to have those too!  

 

Chrome Books 

If your child has loaned a Chrome Book to use at home; we do require these to be returned to 

school. Please hand these into the main office as soon as possible. 

 

Have a good weekend, 

Mrs Page  
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Subject News 
 

Normandy Trip 

The MFL Trip to Normandy takes place between 

Sunday 3rd and Wednesday 6th July. A reminder of 

the following points from Ms Dadzie’s presentation; 

Timings 

• Sunday 3rd July, 05.45am—Meet at school 

front gate 

• 06.00am—Luggage must be presented and 

loaded onto coach 

• 06.30am—Depart from Chingford en route to 

Dover, 09,45am ferry 

• 12.15pm—Arrive at Calais 

• 6.15pm—Arrive at hotel, Les Tamaris 

• Wednesday 6th July, 6.30pm—Ferry leaves P&O terminal in Calais 

• 7.30pm—Arrival back in UK and onward travel 

• 9.15pm—Approximate arrival back in school 

Luggage 

• Handbag or ruck sack must fit under seat/ roof carriage  

• Main luggage- medium size suitcase or equivalent (67cm by 44cm by 28cm) 

• In addition to the usual items of clothing, don’t forget to pack a travel plug adaptor for 

electrical equipment (specific for France), and if you are planning on bringing a mobile phone, 

do check with your provider regarding roaming costs 

Travel documentation and entry requirements for France 

•  Valid passports with more than 6 months remaining from date of visit 

•  Covid-19 Passes – printed on paper – downloaded from the NHS App if fully vaccinated – 

please print  and give to Ms Dadzie by 25th June 2022. Valid for 30 days. 

 Important information If you’re not fully vaccinated against Covid-19;  From 31 March 2022, 

travellers from the UK aged 12 years and over who are not fully vaccinated need to 

 provide: 



 7 

 

•  A negative PCR test result taken within 72 hours or an antigen test result taken within 48 

hours pre-departure. 

 Further information can be found on the French government’s website (in French) and the French 

Embassy in the UK’s website (in 

English). 

 You may also be asked to complete 

the EU-PLF form before boarding. 

 Please speak to PCR provider for 

advice on when to do the test 

 Please ensure your child has 3-4 

Covid Lateral Flow Tests. 

 If your child has a EHIC (European Health Insurance Card) which is still in date; this will be valid 

until it expires.  If your EHIC has expired, or you do not have one, please apply for the GHIC (Global 

Health Insurance Card).  Apply via the NHS, web site, please google NHS GHIC and follow relevant 

links 

 Please apply now – this takes 10 days and one should apply at least 2 weeks before travel 

Money 

•  £100 - £120 converted into euros mainly to buy lunch and snacks – small gifts and souvenirs 

and some English currency for outward bound journey (approx. £20) for snacks 

•  Money can be exchanged at Post Office /banks before departure  

•  If your child has a debit card he or she may choose to use, it instead of having all their money 

in cash 

•  Contingency fund 20 Euros( £20) put in an envelope with child’s name an amount on it to be 

handed to a member of staff  

•  This money and the passport will be given back to your child on the coach back to school  

 

 



 8 

 

 

Subject News 
 

PIE News 

Heathcote takes PRIDE in diversity!  

 

June is Pride Month and we are celebrating and helping raise awareness of LGBTQ+ rights and 

themes through holding assemblies for all year groups (lead by Ms Donoghue) and focusing our 

Big Question around this event. Helping our young people understand the importance of equality 

and diversity makes up a significant part of our PIE curriculum and this is embedded throughout the 

year for Key Stage 3. We also look forward  to holding more bespoke events such as our PRIDE 

Cinema which will run over two sessions. See below for details. 

 

Film Showing – Love Simon  

Who’s invited - Everyone!!!  

Where – 7102 Mrs Donoghue Class Room  

When – Tuesday 21st June 3.05 until 4.00 and Tuesday 28th June 3.05 until 4.00.  

Don’t forget the popcorn (Any sweet treats can be dropped off to Mrs Donoghue’s room in the 

morning for safe keeping)   

 

Race for Life 2022 Tuesday 5th July  

Last year we raised £740 for Cancer Research due to the generous donations made by staff and 

families of our Heathcote community! This was 

one of my most memorable days of my 

teaching career and I was truly overwhelmed by 

the efforts of our pupils and funds raised by our 

Heathcote families and friends.   

You would have received a letter with details of 

this event from Mrs Donoghue with the below 

links .  

Please feel free to donate via the link below 

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/

heathcote-school-and-science-college-2  

 

Please also encourage your child to sign up for the race via the link below  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjzXPPtwFfRqPFDDEXBBUCR4Rt-

BS2FJe6ExLNSh5J9BOxAw/viewform?usp=pp_url .  

 

RSE (Relationship and sex Education) Workshop  

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/heathcote-school-and-science-college-2
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/heathcote-school-and-science-college-2
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjzXPPtwFfRqPFDDEXBBUCR4Rt-BS2FJe6ExLNSh5J9BOxAw/viewform?usp=pp_url%20.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdjzXPPtwFfRqPFDDEXBBUCR4Rt-BS2FJe6ExLNSh5J9BOxAw/viewform?usp=pp_url%20.
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We will be holding a RSE (Relationship and Sex Education) drop down session on Tuesday 21st 

June. The session will cover topics around contraception and sexually transmitted diseases and 

aims to educate our pupils around how to make safe decisions regarding their sexual health. This is 

Health Education and is therefore is a statutory requirement for this age group, therefore they 

cannot be withdrawn from the session. If you do have any concerns around your child’s attendance 

to this session, please do not hesitate to contact me at sdonoghue@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk. 

The Session will be lead by Jacqui King who is the Sexual Health Outreach Manager for Waltham 

Forest. 

 

Pupils will also have an opportunity to join the C Card Scheme. This allows them access to free 

condoms from some pharmacies in Waltham Forest. This is not compulsory but will be available for 

all Year 10 pupils to sign up if they want to. Please see the link below to find out more info about 

the C Card.  

www.comecorrect.org.uk  

This will take place during Period 1 and 2 on Tuesday 21st June. This information will be shared 

with your child via Google Classroom.  Pupils will be given the chance to get joint the C Card 

scheme during morning break.  

 

P.E News 

mailto:sdonoghue@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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P.E Results and Upcoming Fixtures 
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Other News 
 

Parent/carers and the Wider Heathcote Community 

Considering a change in career or starting an entirely new one? 

Heathcote School and Science College can support 

parents/carers and friends of Heathcote who are 

willing to train to become teachers. 

We have numerous links with training providers as 

well as a supportive professional environment in 

which to undertake teacher training. 

Currently we have vacancies in Design and 

Technology. 

If you are thinking about a change in direction or just want to find out a little bit more please do not 

hesitate to contact the school. 

 

Mr Ben Abbott,  

Deputy Headteacher  

babbott@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

 

Heathcote Ambassadors—Time to exercise your right to vote! 

Please remind your child to follow the instructions on the Google Form and vote for their 

chosen Heathcote Ambassador for their year group. Please note that they should only vote for 

their year group representative. Do ask them to remind their tutor to show them the campaign 

pledges in tutor time if they haven’t done so already:  

 

Year 7; https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WFhzLCkYMT7gOkPQU79ggoaF9jzlxIFXk7b3aCSlPK4/edit?usp=forms_home&ths=true 

Year 8; https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ak--SqkN_L6tg1Wv9OPSpScqln3_fkOuZg65RiY7lwI/edit  

Year 9; https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Vavf8_fWcnsiAt7E_6O9nYQZDWsRoMH40B-ZU8WYzB4/edit  

Year 10; https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TwoDS9WDs4koKxtkPsJhxT6BfM4i40BxgaWLEtl7ANo/edit?usp=forms_home&ths=true  

Year 12; https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yY9C5l5bHDVQIqxVH0Tx6bBV_fFRQ_OjLP1DpHChsek/edit  

mailto:babbott@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WFhzLCkYMT7gOkPQU79ggoaF9jzlxIFXk7b3aCSlPK4/edit?usp=forms_home&ths=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ak--SqkN_L6tg1Wv9OPSpScqln3_fkOuZg65RiY7lwI/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Vavf8_fWcnsiAt7E_6O9nYQZDWsRoMH40B-ZU8WYzB4/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TwoDS9WDs4koKxtkPsJhxT6BfM4i40BxgaWLEtl7ANo/edit?usp=forms_home&ths=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1yY9C5l5bHDVQIqxVH0Tx6bBV_fFRQ_OjLP1DpHChsek/edit
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Other News 
 

Stratford East is pleased to be running Theatre Makers, our week-long, FREE 
summer school for 11-14-year-olds this August. Join us at Stratford Youth Zone from 
Monday 15th – Friday 19th August to create a play in week. The summer school 
will finish with a short performance to friends and family on Friday 19th August.  

WHAT? Theatre Makers Summer School  

WHEN? Monday 15 – Friday 19 August, 11am-4pm  

WHERE? Stratford Youth Zone, Theatre Square, E15 1BX  

WHO? Young People aged 11-14  

HOW MUCH? FREE  

  

To apply, please complete this form by 1st August. 

Please note, we will prioritise young people from Newham and East London. The 
deadline for applications is Monday 1st August. Places will be confirmed by Friday 
5th August.  

More information is available at: https://www.stratfordeast.com/get-involved/young-
people/. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

https://www.stratfordeast.com/get-involved/young-people/
https://www.stratfordeast.com/get-involved/young-people/
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Club News 
 

 

Clubs Timetable 
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Lunch Menu 
 

 


