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HEATHNOTES 

 

As you know, we are focusing on the safe return of all pupils and staff in the 
first few weeks of term. There will be some systems that may need some 
tweaks and changes and we will let you know of these once we have  
operated a full 2 week timetable. Pupils have dealt with the return to school 
amazingly well so far and we are delighted to have them back and so  
engaged with their learning. The risk assessment is now on the website and 
we will keep you updated with any new information. Look out for letters 
about PE kit and Google Classroom shortly. Clubs and activities will start 
towards the end of September. 

Where we do need to improve as a community is: 

Exemplary behaviour from all pupils on public transport and in  the 
community. Most pupils behave beautifully but we still have a small 
number that do not meet our standards. We work tirelessly to show  
Waltham Forest how amazing our pupils are and will not tolerate this  
continuing. Any pupils caught mis-behaving will need to be brought and  
collected to school by parents and carers.  

Parent and Carer parking. Please be mindful of the rules of the road 
as, at present, there is a lot of dangerous behaviour at drop off and pick up 
time putting our pupils at risk. Traffic enforcement officers will be patrolling 
in the near future to prevent this happening. 

We held a great event for prospective Year 5 and 6 pupils last night and 
thank you to all the pupil ambassadors who helped with the workshops. We 
will ensure there are photos in the next issue. If any parent/carer would like 
to speak at Open Evening or be there to talk to parents/carers in the main 
Hall, please contact me directly—visitors always really appreciate being 
able to talk to other parents/carers. 

We are shortly looking for a new Parent Governor so please do put yourself 
forward if you want to get involved. 

Have a great weekend 
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NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 

 

B 

REMINDERS 

Pupils must return to wearing blazers at all 

times and should have an umbrella and  

suitable coat as the weather is very  

changeable. A re-usable water bottle is also 

essential. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Calendar events for 2021-22 will be updated on 

the website early next week. 

 

 

 

Message from the Head 
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Numeracy Update 
 

Welcome back from everyone in the Maths department! 

 

We hope you all had a good summer and are ready for the new academic year! 

 

We would like to remind you of the equipment that you are expected to have with you 

for all Maths lessons: 

 Pens (black and green) 

 Pencil 

 Rubber 

 Ruler 

 Protractor  

 Scientific calculator (like the one pictured) 

 Your exercise book (this is your responsibility to look after – there is a 50p 

charge to replace lost books) 

 

There will be consequences if you do not bring any of these to your Maths lessons.  

Please note that you are NOT permitted to have a compass – these will be provided 

when needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please also remember that there are no longer Maths sets. You will either be in a 
higher class or a foundation class – these classes are now mixed ability and just 
grouped depending on the higher or foundation specification. If you are in a higher 
group and the content is currently too challenging you will be supported by moving to 
a foundation class. Equally, if you are in a foundation class and are able to access 

and understand higher content when tested, you will be moved into a higher 
class!  
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Literacy Update 
 

 All Year 7 and 8 pupils will be taking their first Accelerated Reader test next week during their English 
lessons.  A letter with their reading age and explanation of the data will follow shortly after but in the 
meantime, please remind your child to try their best.  

 We will be taking 60 year 8 pupils to ‘The Globe’ on Wednesday 29th September to see Shake-
speare’s play ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  If your child has been selected, a letter will be 
sent via ParentMail.  Please ensure you return the slip on time to secure your child’s place.  

 Lit in Colour – we are extremely excited to announce we have received over 220 books by a range of 
BAME authors such as Bernardine Evaristo (Winner of Booker Prize 2019), Bali Rai and Malorie 
Blackman.  All books are available for loaning. 

 Our library is up and running again.  Please encourage your child to visit the  
library on their designated day.  They can participate in many fun games and  
activities as well as loan a library book.   

 

English Department’s Book of the Week: The Boy with the Topknot 

 

"It's 1979, I'm three years old, and like all breakfast times during my youth it begins 
with Mum combing my hair, a ritual for which I have to sit down on the second-hand, 
floral-patterned settee, and lean forward, like I'm presenting myself for execution." 

For Sathnam Sanghera, growing up in Wolverhampton in the eighties was a  
confusing business. On the one hand, these were the heady days of George Michael 
mix-tapes, Dallas on TV and, if he was lucky, the occasional Bounty Bar. On the  
other, there was his wardrobe of tartan smocks, his 30p-an-hour job at the local  
sewing factory and the ongoing challenge of how to tie the perfect top-knot. 

And then there was his family, whose strange and often difficult behaviour he took 
for granted until, at the age of twenty-four, Sathnam made a discovery that changed 
everything he ever thought he knew about them. Equipped with breathtaking  
courage and a glorious sense of humour, he embarks on a journey into their  
extraordinary past - from his father's harsh life in rural Punjab to the steps of the 
Wolverhampton Tourist Office - trying to make sense of a life lived among secrets. 
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Year Group News 
 

Year 7 

 

A warm welcome to all our Year 7 pupils. I hope that your children have enjoyed their 
induction week. It has been wonderful to see them spending time with their new  
tutors and teachers.  

 

This year promises to be an exciting one. I hope that all pupils take every opportunity 
to thrive and develop at Heathcote. It is lovely to return to some sense of normality, in 
terms of the day to day routines of the school. Therefore, extra-curricular activities 
will be available to attend very soon. I will, of course, ensure that this information is 
sent to both pupils and parents in due course. 

 

Lastly, I completely understand that this new chapter is not only an anxious time for 
children but also for parents, however, I hope that you have felt supported during this 
transition. Below are contact details for all Year 7 tutors. Please contact them in the 
first instance if you have any queries or concerns over the coming weeks:   

 

7.1   Ms Ulgur    hulgar@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

7.2   Dr Kazanidis   pkazanidis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

7.3   Ms Ahmed    fahmed@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

7.4   Mr Smith    leosmith@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

7.5   Ms Nawaz Khan   snawazkhan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

7.6   Ms Jacobs    ljacobs@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  
 
 
Best Wishes, 
 
Ms Kee Rose  

Year 7 Year Leader  
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mailto:fahmed@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:leosmith@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Year Group News 

 

Year 9 

 

Welcome back to Year 9! 

 

I’d like to introduce parents and carers to our tutor team: 

 

9.1  Ms Mahmood   smahmood@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk   

 
9.2 Ms  Ahmed   afahmed@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk    
 Mr Smith    jsmith@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  
 
9.3  Dr Barard   sbarard@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk    
 Ms Hodges   shodges@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk   
 Mr Monksfield   omonksfield@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

9.4  Ms Kerr    hkerr@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

9.5  Ms Zaman   szaman@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk     
 Ms Le    yenvile@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

9.6  Mr Karim    mkarim@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

9.7  Ms Faria    sfaria@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  

 

If you have any concerns or questions, please contact your child’s tutor in the first instance. They 

will meet with your child daily this year and if they are unable to help they can put you in touch with 

the relevant staff members. 

 

Our first two days have been spent familiarising pupils with systems, expectations and timings.  

Pupils have also engaged in team building activities, had 1-2-1 wellbeing interviews and  

assemblies. It is important that these are clear to all pupils and that they build strong relationships 

with tutors for support.  

 

As I am sure you are aware Year 9 is an important part of your child school journey, it is this year 

that they will make choices about their options for GCSE and the pathways in which they will follow. 

It is essential that pupils are ready for leading, respectful and responsible and so this has been  

discussed in detail and incorporated to our year ethos and vision of ‘Work hard. Be Kind’ with the 

added tagline of ‘The best is yet to come’. 

 

In tutor times this week Year 9s are competing with the year group in working as a team to produce 

tutor room displays which promote our ethos and mantra (see next page) and by next week we will  

select a winner. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:smahmood@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:afahmed@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:jsmith@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:sbarard@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:shodges@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:omonksfield@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:hkerr@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:szaman@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:yenvile@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:mkarim@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:sfaria@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Year Group News 

 

It has been a pleasure to have been stopped in the corridor on 3 occasions already 

this week with staff sharing positive feedback regarding their first Year 9 lessons.  

Pupils also appear to be enjoying their learning in the classes I have had the  

opportunity to visit. 

 

Social media activity continues to be an area in which I would be grateful for parental 

support in screening phones as some online activity is causing conflict in school. 

 

Wishing you all a restful weekend and a chance to recharge your batteries! 

 

Ms Gasper, 

Year 9 Leader  
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Year Group News 

 

Year 10 

 

Year 10 had an incredible start to the year, they have displayed resilience, motivation 
and enthusiasm at the start of their Key Stage 4 journey. I am super impressed with 
how they have adapted well to the changes in and around school. The start of the 
year focused on ensuring pupils had the correct timetable as per choices; they were 
ready for lessons and their well-being supported through our 1:1 return to school  
interviews. Thank you for your support during this time too - the return wouldn’t have 
been as impactful without you.  
 
I’d like to introduce the Year 10 team as we have a few staff members attached to the 
year group. I have provided the email address of the Year 10 tutors, as they will be 
the first point of call. Together, we will be closely working with pupils to ensure  
learning needs are identified early on, in order to support in lessons, and address 
any behaviour needs throughout the year. 
 
Year 10: 
Mr Hutchins   Year 10 School Lead and attached to Year 10 
    nhutchins@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
 
Ms Gite    Year 10 Lead  
    agite@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  
 
Ms Warden   Year 10 Pastoral Assistant  
    cwarden@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
 
Ms Aziz    SEN Lead for Year 10  
    saziz@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  
 
Form Tutors:  
10.1  Ms Harper   eharper@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
10.2  Ms Gooden   sgooden@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
10.3  Mr Talbot   rtalbot@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
10.4  Ms Watson   awatson@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
10.5  Ms Dadzie   mdadzie@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
10.6  Mr Argyrakis  cargyrakis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
10.7  Mr Rattan   grattan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
 

Have a lovely weekend.  
 
Ms Gite  
 

 

 

mailto:nhutchins@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:agite@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:cwaden@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:saziz@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:eharper@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:sgooden@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Other News 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Questions you can ask your child 

each week… 

 

 What made you smile  

today/this week? 

 Can you tell me an example of 

kindness you saw/showed?  

 Tell me something new you have 

learnt. 

 What did you read this week? 

 What did you do that was  

creative? 
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Appendix 1 
 

LUNCH MENU 
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