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HEATHNOTES 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

I do hope you have been enjoying the weather and we all hope 
that the next few weeks are not too challenging in terms of  
supply chains in the country! 

We are gearing up towards a huge Open Evening event on 6th 
October and many of your children will be helping during the 
evening to sell our unique school. Please do let me know if you 
would like to attend to talk to parents or would be happy to do a 
speech. We will be considering this year how we can engage 
parents more as part of the school as much of this work, and our 
plans, have been hampered by Covid. We also need a Parent 
Governor so please do look at Parent Mail if you are interested in 
helping us work with and continue to improve the school. Please 
do recommend us to your friends and family. 

Huge congratulations to Layla Kececi in Year 12 who won a  
series of categories including  reserve supreme champion at the 
Sunshine Tour Equestrian 
Show at Hickstead. We are 
very proud of you! 

 

Have a great weekend 

Emma Hillman 
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Encourage  -  Challenge  -  Succeed 

NEXT WEEK IS  

TIMETABLE… 

 

B 

REMINDERS 

Pupils must return to wearing blazers at all 

times and should have an umbrella and  

suitable coat as the weather is very  

changeable. A re-usable water bottle is also 

essential. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Year 5 & 6 PE Taster Session: 27th October 2021, 4.00-

5.00pm 

Open Morning Tours: 27th September—15 October,  

Daily 9.00am 

Open Evening: 6th October, 6.00-8.00pm 

Message from the Head 
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Numeracy Update 
 

 

Mathematician of the Month 

Do you work hard in Maths?   

Are you a great Mathematician? 

Every month your Maths teacher will 

nominate any pupils that are working 

really hard or doing good things in 

Maths lessons.   

Each month one pupil from every year group (7-13) will be 

awarded ‘Mathematician of the Month’!  Any pupil nominated will 

be rewarded and winners will be rewarded even more!  

Some reasons you can be nominated for this award: 

 Always hard working and paying attention 

 Always polite, kind and helpful 

 Significantly improved grade 

 Regularly participating in class 

 Achieving well above your target grade 

 Doing something Maths related around the school 

Please note you don’t have to be the top in your class or year 

group to be awarded Mathematician of the month! 

If you are nominated, you will receive 2 praise points and will be 

mentioned in the school newsletter!  If you win you will receive 3 

praise points, an article in the newsletter, a letter home and a 

prize! 

Who will be the winners for September?  Watch this space… 
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Literacy Update 

 

English Department’s Book of the Week:  

‘Lewis Hamilton’, My Story 

 

‘MY STORY’ is, I hope, an inspirational read for those who want 
to find out what it takes to get to the top. 
 
‘It’s about the amazing (and challenging!) start to my Grand Prix 
racing career.  It has snapshots of my early experiences as a 
child and in Karts.  And it’s an inside view of the cool world of 
Formula One. It’s my story, fully updated, and in my own words’. 
 
 

Accelerated Reader testing  

We are coming to the end of our testing.  Reading results and an explanatory letter will be sent 
out as soon as we have caught up with any student who missed their test due to absence.   

The Globe Trip 

We will be taking 60 Year 8 pupils to ‘The Globe’ on Wednesday 29th September to watch 
Shakespeare’s play ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  If your child is going, please note the  
following: 

Please note the following arrangements: 

 Students will be eating their lunch before we leave school. Please ensure your child comes 
to school with a packed lunch.  If your child is free school meals a packed lunch will be  
provided. 

 All students can also bring a light snack and drink to consume just before the show starts.  
They will not be able to purchase food or drink outside and therefore do not need any  
money. 

 In addition, students must bring a warm outdoor jacket as The Globe theatre is an open air 
theatre. 

 Students must attend in full school uniform.  However, I suggest girls wear school trousers 
if they usually wear a skirt just in case the weather is cold on the day. 

Library  

Our library is up and running again.  Please encourage your child to visit the library.  They can 
participate in many fun games and activities as well as loan a library book.  See library schedule 
on the next page. 
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Literacy Update 
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Year Group News 
 

Year 7 

 

I have been very impressed over the past few weeks by how well Year 7 
have settled in to life at Heathcote and had lots of conversations with staff 
members who have also commented on the  
exemplary behaviour Year 7 are displaying  
during lessons. Pupils are engaged in their  
learning, which is lovely to see. 

 

As you know, Google Classroom is the platform 
used by teachers to share homework and re-
sources. All pupils have now received their 
Google Classroom log in information, if there are 
any issues with logging in, please ask your child 
to notify their tutor. 

 

Lastly, please be aware that over the next two weeks, as part of the  
transition process, Year 7 will take part in well-being interviews with  
members of our staff.  

 

Have a great weekend, 

 

Ms Kee Rose  
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Year Group News 
 

Year 8 

This week I have had the pleasure of witnessing some great engagement and high level learning in a  
number of lessons. It is great to see our year 8 pupils actively contributing to class discussions and  
producing some fantastic work within their books. Many staff have continued to express how well the year 
group are progressing with their learning within our varied curriculum. Keep up the good work! 

 

This week our assembly focused on the introduction of pupil lead assemblies. Throughout this academic 
year each form group will create, lead and present an assembly for the rest of the year group. This will  
provide opportunity for pupils to take on a range of different roles such as, presenter, researcher, designer. 
The first pupil lead assembly is by 8.1 on the topic of success. I look forward to seeing what they produce! 

 

Please note that pupils will receive a 30 minute detention after school if they are late to school or late to  
lessons within the school day. They will also receive a detention for missing any equipment, this includes a 
reading book. These will take place after school until 3.35. The pupils that have detention are notified during 
form time and escorted to the detention room by myself at the end of the day. These detentions will end at 
3.35 where pupils will be dismissed through the main entrance of the school.  

 

Please take a moment to look at our form time schedule below.  

 

 Monday- Assembly 

 Tuesday- Attendance, Praise, Uniform Checks 

 Wednesday- Equipment Checks/ Silent reading 

 Thursday- The Big Question 

 Friday- Numeracy and Literacy 

 

I would like to share with you 8.2’s form board which they have been working on since the start of term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a restful weekend!  

Miss Clancey 
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Year Group News 
 

Year 9 

Hello Pupils, Parents and Carers, 

 

Year 9 pupils are settled back into school now. Myself and my pastoral assistant Ms Warden carry 

out check-in on pupils through the school day and at the end of the school day tutors, myself and 

my assistant year lead Miss Sajid follow up on any issues that have arisen. I am really pleased to 

share with you that year 9 pupils have already received well over 600 praise points for being ready 

for learning. 

  

Myself and our school lead Ms Close have conducted a series of learning walks this week. We 

were particularly impressed by the readiness to learn and pupil engagement of many pupils. A  

particular well done to those in 9.1 Science. We will be continuing these learning walks and 

next week I expect to see all pupils ready for learning with the knowledge organisers and  

equipment out. 

 

While the vast majority of pupils are upholding our year group ethos and behaving respectfully and 

demonstrating readiness to learn we are finding there are too many pupils turning up late to  

lessons and therefore finding themselves in detentions at the end of the day. Furthermore, it 

seems to be the same group of pupils each day and there really is no need for pupils to turn up  

later than their peers and if there is a valid reason they would be provided with a note and excused 

the late. 

 

There has been a change to our assembly day and from this week our autumn half term 1   

tutor time schedule is as follows: 

 Monday:  Theme: Work hard by being organised. Equipment check/ data check  

 Tuesday:  Numeracy/ Literacy focus 

 Wednesday:  Assembly – Straight from period 5 

 Thursday: Uniform Check, Silent Study/ Circle time 

 Friday: Big Question, TGIF treat (invitation only) 

 

This half term, Miss Sajid runs a circle time with session with a different tutor group each week,  

focusing on social skills with a theme of resect and tolerance. In addition to this I have worked with 

small groups to run restorative meetings help resolve social issues within friendship groups. These 

have been a success so far and I hope that this year pupils are more focused on the academic side 

of school and preparing to make their options choices. 

 

Finally, a reminder that only one pair of small stud earrings is allowed and additional jewellery 

should be left at home -a detention will be issued if worn in school.  

  

Thanks again for your ongoing support with the year group, 

 

Ms Gasper, 

Year 9 Leader  
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Year Group News 
 

Year 10 

Options: in July 2021, parents/ carers and pupils were informed of their subject choices. 
There were a few discrepancies that have now been resolved. Most classes are at full  
capacity.  Therefore, we are no longer able to change any GCSE option choices.  
 
Subject information: please speak directly to Department Leaders for revision guides that 
may support your child in their GCSE option choices, as well as subject information that you may 
need i.e. exam boards, timing and so on.  
 
Piercings: thank you to parents/ carers who have supported us in working together to find 
solutions to the increased nose piercings. Our rules have not changed on this matter, despite pupil 
personal choices. Just to clarify, pupils are allowed one small stud earring in one ear only. Any  
other piercings must be removed, including new nose piercings.  
 
Positive praises: it was fantastic to see so many year 10 enjoying their week by  
demonstrating entrance and exit routines. On the whole, my MER highlighted the 5 minute travel 
time from lesson to lesson was impactful as 98% of pupils were on time to lessons.  
 
Pupils have received positive praises from staff for their conduct and readiness to learning.  
See below the form breakdown of positive points.  
 

 
 
Form leader board: currently, we have 10.5 leading the charge of the positive praise points 
and 10.3 not far behind. Who will be our ‘end of term’ leaders?  
 
Our first assembly was the highlight of last week. I, for one, am thrilled to have the year group  
together to celebrate their achievements and to inform them about the key concepts/ ideas as per 
the PIE cycle. 
 
I feel like Year 10 pupils are on track to achieve their potential. Our vision for this year is to ‘be the 
best you can by pushing past the barriers’ - this is quite fitting as the year group worked hard to 
‘plug the gaps’ of the learning last year and are experiencing quality first teaching.  
 
Just a reminder, Covid test kits can be picked up from H112, should any pupil need one.  
 
‘Don’t stop until you’re proud!’ 
 
Have a pleasant weekend.  
 
Ms Gite  
Year 10 Lead 
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Year Group News 
 

Year 11 

Dear Parents & Carers 
 

I hope this finds you all well.  
 

At the end of another week I’d like to praise our Year 11 pupils for their great start to the year. Behaviour 
and focus in lessons has been excellent. However, I have noticed some standards slipping during tutorial 
time - tutor time is a vital part of the day and should be treated with the same level of respect as all other  
lessons. We have a varied programme in place, that I’d like to share with you: 
Students must ensure that they are attending tutor period every day, on time. Non-attendance will be treated 
as truancy as with any other lesson, this will be sanctioned with an after school detention. Tutor time is also 
key in delivering daily notices, letting pupils know about enrichment opportunities and speaking to students 
individually about aspects of their day. It’s also a great time for pupils to catch me if they need to! 
 

Behaviour in the community, although generally very good, has also begun to cause some concern. As  
representatives of Heathcote School we expect the highest standards of behaviour from all Year 11 pupils. 
This includes whilst queuing for public transport, riding on the buses or trains, using local shops or just  
walking home. Please encourage your child to be respectful and treat others as they would wish to be  
treated themselves – or how they would like their loved ones to be treated! As you’ll be aware we have a 
large staff presence in the local area at the end of the day and incidents will be dealt with seriously. I would 
also strongly encourage pupils to go straight home after school and not make unnecessary trips to Chingford 
Mount or Station Road. They also should not be hanging around in these areas in large groups. Thanks for 
your support with this. 
 

Use of the library. I know lots of pupils are itching to get back into our great library provision. The timetable 
for this has now been published, so I hope lots of them will take up the opportunity to visit. Year 11 slots will 
be on a Monday & Friday,  8.00-8.40am, Early break and Early lunch. Any year group is able to attend after 
school until 4pm, although this will be limited to 20 students. 
 

Finally, I apologise for the late delivery of my last newsletter article. I’m including again the contact details for 
our Year 11 team, should you need to contact us with any concerns: 
 

Assistant Head attached to Year 11: Ms Argyrakis       margyrakis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 11 Lead: Mrs Page                                                    mpage@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

SEND Lead Y11: Ms Smith                                           asmith@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

 
11.1:  Ms Hannigan                                                       rhannigan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

11.2: Ms Reid                                                                sreid@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

11.3: Ms Armitt & Ms Roberts                                    varmitt@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

11.4: Mr Chambers                                                        achambers@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

11.5: Mr Joseph & Ms Satkuneswaran                      bjoseph@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

11.6: Ms Khan                                                                 skhan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

 
Have a lovely weekend, best regards. 

Mrs Page 

mailto:margyrakis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:mpage@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:asmith@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:rhannigan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:sreid@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:varmitt@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:achambers@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:bjoseph@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:skhan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Sixth Form News 
 

Dear Year 12 & 13 guardians, 

 

We would like to recognise and extend a huge well done on what has been a successful start and transition for Year 12 pupils and 
purposeful return for Year 13 pupils. 

In my signature below you can see the values and ethos we are following this year in the sixth form; with a real focus on aiming high, 
maintaining excellent attendance and ‘keeping up, not catching up’ in reference to studying and meeting expectations of teachers. 
These were shared with pupils on the two induction days and have been a theme in our weekly year group assemblies.   

These core values will also be embedded in Tutor time (20 minutes at the end of the day), which will be a valuable time to engage 
with form tutors and peers, a tool pupils sadly missed last year.  Below, for your reference,  is the structure we have implemented 
along with each form tutor and their email address.  Please feel free to contact them in the first instance if you have any queries or 
require any support  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although on the whole, behaviour and uniform has been good, there is still room for improvement!  We remind Year 12 & 13 pupils 
that they are role models to the younger pupils and should present and act accordingly.  Please see the ‘Sixth Form’ section on the 
school website (https://www.heathcoteschool.com/sixth-form/) for more information and reminder of our high expectations. 

This is a great opportunity to remind you that a sixth form fob, which is required to enter the sixth form building needs to be  
purchased (via parent mail). These along with photo IDs and a personalised timetable, will form the lanyard bundle that pupil should 
bring with them to school daily and wear with pride.  This is imperative for school safeguarding and safety too. 

In addition, all paperwork for the 16-19 Bursary has now been updated and can be found on the school website and paper copies 
can be collected from sixth from reception.  These should be returned in full, including all supporting documentation by 8th  
October.  Year 13 pupils are required to reapply, with up to date evidence provided please. 

We are here for you if you need us and look forward to liaising with you further. 

Ms Lewis 

rlewis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

 

https://www.heathcoteschool.com/sixth-form/
mailto:rlewis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
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Other News 

 

 

 

Heathcote celebrates the European Day of Languages 
 

Fêtons ensemble la Journée européenne des langues  
Celebramos el día europeo de lenguas  
  
The European Day of Languages takes place each year on the 26

th
 September. 

Original celebrations began in 2001 and the aim is to promote the linguistic  
diversity of European languages and to encourage more people to learn a new  
language.  
 
At Heathcote School we are a proud and diverse community where our members 
speak many languages. 45 countries recognise this special day and we would like 
to commemorate the day by encouraging you to share your experiences of  
speaking another language.  
 
Competition:  
Write a piece (a poem / a paragraph / a rap or a song to share your thoughts about 
the importance of languages and the role that they play in our lives. 
If you speak or are learning another language at home, tell us all about it in your 
piece of writing. The MFL department would love to see your  
responses.  
 
Please hand in your work to Miss Gooden in room H119 by Monday 11

th
  

October 2021. 
Gracias / Merci / Danke / Thank you ☺ 
 
Fun activities! Try these tongue twisters in English and another language! 
 
French:   
Combien de sous sont ces saucissons-ci? 
 
Spanish: 
Tres tristes tigres tragaban trigo en un trigal, en tres tristes trastos,  
tragaban trigo tres tristes tigres 
 
English: 
Unique New York 
Red lorry, yellow lorry 
Irish wristwatch 
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Other News 

 

 

Arup Apprentice, Ellis Benson, provided Mr Dolan with a recent update of her  

journey into the world of Construction, writing the following: 

I have been going into the office more and this will be more regular after remote 

working due to Covid. I will also start to go to college on Wednesday on a day  

release situation, which should be good, fingers crossed.  

We recently finished one of the projects that I worked 

on doing Public Health Modelling on. I was responsible 

for drawing-up all of the water services and drainage, 

which was a challenge but it was really fun! 

I have also been gaining more responsibility working 

directly with the engineers rather than going through my 

mentor which is good. We also have a new starter in 

the group that I am mentoring.  

We are so proud of Ellis and it is wonderful to hear 

about the amazing progress she is making. 

Rhymel Sendall and Tazmin Evans attended a board meeting with colleagues 

from TfL and Barratt Developments in the first of a series of work-based learning  

opportunities that both pupils will be a part of. This pilot scheme has been  

designed to support pupils into Construction career pathways and both pupils  

contributed to the board meeting (virtually) and were able to gain from the industry 

professionals at the meeting. I was so impressed by both Rhymel and Tazmin’s 

professionalism and hope one day to see them working within the Construction  

industry being supported by a high-level apprenticeship. 
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Appendix 1 
 

LUNCH MENU 
 

 

 
A selection of fresh vegetables, salad and homemade bread is available daily  

Week A 

Monday 
Chilli Dog with 

Diced Potatoes 
Arrabiatta Pasta Pasta Pots Jacket Potato 

Tuesday 
Spaghetti  

Bolognaise 

Mac n Cheese with 

Garlic Bread 
Pasta Pots Jacket Potato 

Wednesday Chicken Biryani  
Vegetable Samosa 

with Savoury Rice 
Pasta Pots Jacket Potato 

Thursday 
BBQ Chicken with 

Wedges 
Vegetable Curry Pasta Pots Jacket Potato 

Friday Fish & Chips Pasta Bake Pasta Pots Jacket Potato 

Week B 

Monday 

Chicken Goujons 

with Diced  

Potatoes 

Homemade Cheese 

& Tomato Quiche 
Pasta Pots Jacket Potato 

Tuesday 
Chicken Korma & 

Rice 
Pizza Pasta Pots Jacket Potato 

Wednesday Sausage & Mash 
Vegetable Pasta 

Bake 
Pasta Pots Jacket Potato 

Thursday 
Jerk Chicken with 

Rice & Peas 
Vegetable Stir Fry Pasta Pots Jacket Potato 

Friday Fish & Chips 
Tex-Mex Chicken 

Wraps 
Pasta Pots Jacket Potato 


