EHN/SNN
18th December 2019

Dear Parent/Carer,
Thank you for all your support over the last three months – it has been a very successful term with
lots of things to celebrate; many of which you can read about in the newsletter. A big shout out to
the Year 7 girl’s football team who are now borough champions and good luck to the Year 8 boys
playing in the Essex Cup tomorrow.
Please get into the habit of checking ParentMail regularly – I have the app on my phone for my
daughter’s and I have set it up to get a notification every time I receive a message which can be
accessed directly from the app. We all lead such busy lives but there are regular communications and
payment deadlines that cannot be missed as well as important information that you need to know
about. This is all sent out by ParentMail.
Please take a moment to remember Amrinder Singh and Luke Budd – both members of our wider
school community – who sadly both died this term. We will be commemorating their lives with
events in school next term.
I wanted to update you about a few things and, after Christmas, I will ensure there is a weekly
update on the website so you can be kept informed about our news. Christmas lunch was a huge
success today and a huge thank you to the kitchen staff for their amazing contribution.
Staffing
We say goodbye to some of our amazing staff at Christmas and are very sorry to lose:
Ms Senior – Head of Languages – moving house – to be replaced by Ms Gooden in April 2020
Ms Alexander – Science Teacher – Ms Ikram will be teaching Science in the Easter and Summer
term
Ms Jennings – HR Manager – to be replaced by Mrs Fleetwood in January 2020
Mr Hampson – Teacher of PSHCRE – to be replaced by Mr Salvemini in January 2020
Miss D’Ottavio will also be on maternity leave after Christmas. We will keep you updated with
staffing in Languages as we are interviewing this week.
We are currently also advertising for a new Head of PE as Mr Seymour is moving to a new role after
Easter.
A very warm welcome back to Ms Donoghue (formerly Ms Shorter) - Head of PSHCRE - and Ms
Begum – Lead Teacher for Business Studies – back from maternity leave.

End and Start of Term Arrangements
Term will end during period 4 on Friday 20th December 2020. Pupils will be released in a staggered
fashion and should go straight home rather than hang around the local area. As usual, there will be
an extended break for pupils to have lunch as there will be no dining service after period 4 – this
means lunch can be purchased or provided for those with free school meals at this time. Pupils will
need to wear full school uniform.
Awards assemblies have been taking place all week and on the final day pupils will be treated to a
musical and dramatic performance showcasing the best of our pupils’ creative talents. You can also
see these performances and more at the Creative Arts Christmas Bonanza on Thursday 19th
December starting at 6.00 pm with an art exhibition - and the performance at 6.30 pm.

Pupils should come back to school at normal time on Monday 6th January – the gate will close at
8.40 am. All pupils should be dressed in full and perfect school uniform. The uniform requirements
are on the website and please remember that certain dangerous items are banned from school. You
and your child must be aware of these as per the Behaviour Policy as possession of some of these
can lead to exclusion from school. Other banned but non-dangerous items will be confiscated if they
are found in school. A special reminder that hoodies are not allowed in school and pupils should not
wear false eyelashes or acrylic or shellac nails. Uniform is mostly very good here and I thank you for
all your support in ensuring our pupils look so smart.
The Meet the Tutor event will take place on Monday 6th January in the afternoon and pupils will go
home at the end of period 4 coming back for their appointment with you at the time booked. I will
lead 3 repeated sessions on the GCSE option process for year 9 pupils and parents in the main hall at
2.15pm, 3.00pm and 4.15pm. Mr Abbott will be providing a short 15 minute revision support session
for parents/carers in the training room at 2.00 pm, 3.15 pm and 4.00 pm. Pupils will be available in
the atrium to talk about their experiences of the subjects they are studying.
Please make sure you take part in our Parental Engagement Evening on Thursday 23rd January 2020
– there are lots of activities going on and this was previously sent out on ParentMail.
Policies
The Governors have approved a number of policies - including the SEND, Safeguarding, Behaviour
and Learning and Teaching Policy - and these will be on the school website from January 2020. Thank
you to all those who fed back and gave their input on these.
Survey
Thank you for your feedback – this survey has given us a huge amount of useful information and next
term I will write to you with a summary of what you said focusing on positives and areas for
improvement. I have asked my Senior Team to contact individuals (this term or early in the next) who
raised specific issues and try and speak to you directly. We received a lot of great feedback about
Challenge Week and will take this into account before the next assessment period next term – week
beginning 24th February 2020.
G-Fuel Drinks
Please be aware that a number of companies are advertising G-Fuel type drinks which can be bought
over the Internet and are marketed to keep gamers awake through the night. They contain very high
amounts of caffeine and are therefore risky for young people. Please talk to your children about

these and the dangers of too much caffeine. They are, of course, banned in school as are all energy
drinks.
Traffic News
We have recently met with Sally Tsang, a Senior Engineer, from the Local Authority to discuss traffic
on Normanton Park and consider how we can make the road safer for our pupils. They have agreed
the following which should help our community:
Children walking to school warning signs and SLOW roadmarkings
To be installed in January / February 2020.
Double and single yellow lines proposals and changes
A Traffic Management Order is required for these parking restriction proposals and changes. To
obtain the Traffic Management Order, it is necessary to advertise the proposed double yellow lines
and provide a period of time (21 days) for any objections to be made. At the time of advertisement,
we will also write to the properties in the immediate vicinity to inform them of the proposed changes
and the period for objections. Due to the high costs involved, traffic Orders for parking restrictions
are advertised in batches. We plan to advertise the next batch in late February.
20mph zone introduction
It is part of a 3 year programme starting this financial year, physical traffic calming measures will be
considered.
Vehicle activated sign
This has been scheduled to be installed in December 2019.
Crossing facilities
They will be considered when funding is made available in the future.
Please ensure you have read the letters about the upcoming trips at the end of Challenge Week and
make sure you have met the payment deadline. I hope you have a wonderful holiday with your
family and please make sure you are supporting Year 11 and 13 pupils with revision as this should
begin in earnest after Christmas.
Thank you again for all your support.
All the best

Emma Hillman
Headteacher

