
Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope your first day of home-schooling has not been too stressful. We have kept the 

school open today as directed and catered for a small number of young people - thanks 

to some of their parents for being part of the group of essential key workers. We also 

delivered 9 free school meals to family's homes. Do keep us updated if you need our 

support in any area. Please also keep your eye on the website as we are developing a 

well-being zone to support parents and pupils with mental health issues. 

At present, we have some staff in (but only where absolutely necessary) and many 

others being told to stay at home and some self-isolating for a variety of reasons. This 

means that there will not be a programme of taught video lessons in all areas and this is 

up to each department or teacher. This is being co-ordinated by Heads of Department 

and you can email these staff - email addresses to follow tomorrow. In addition, there 

have been all sorts of technical problems reported by schools using this method, as well 

as some parents and carers choosing to create their own schedules meaning pupils are 

working at different times. We are updating staff however with technical guidance and 

they may become more confident about using such platforms moving forward. We have 

asked all teachers not to have the audio and video exchange turned on when delivering 

over Zoom and pupils will need to question or comment over the text option. This is for 

safeguarding reasons. The pupils in the Hearing Impaired provision have separate 

guidance about their lessons and contact with staff. 

We are awaiting further guidance about the exams and assessments and will ensure we 

are as fair and accurate as we can be following the guidance. Please do not email 

individual teachers asking about your grades or putting pressure on them to change any 

grades - you need to trust their experience and professionalism. 

I still await further updates re the trips abroad and Prom but it is most likely that these 

will be postponed but I know many of you are anxious about paying any more money 

out. I have sent this to the WF legal team to advise further. 

Please make sure you and your family are staying in - I know it is hard but we are all in 

this together and the more people that comply, the quicker this should pass. 

Sending love and good wishes from all of us....... 

 

Emma Hillman 


