
 

  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Good Morning – I do hope all are well and that you are staying safe and happy throughout this. We 

have 4 pupils in today and have delivered 20 hampers to families for food for the week. A huge 

thank you to my amazing staff who are coming in to ensure we can still provide childcare and food 

deliveries as well as checking all our pupils are safe.  

I wanted to update you about Year 11 and 13 exams. It is still unclear how grades will be 

allocated. We are currently waiting for further guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) 

and exam boards to ensure that our pupils receive the grades they deserve. The grades will be 

evidence based, however the final decision will rest with the DfE. We do not yet know how they will 

be calculated but I fully trust the professionalism of my staff and we will ensure that grades are 

quality assured by a number of senior staff and Heads of Department. 

Therefore, no pupil/parent/carer should be contacting teachers directly in reference to any grades 

and teachers will not be able to respond to such specific queries. If teachers feel they need other 

specific work from pupils, they will ask for it directly when we have further details and we will be in 

contact as and when we have more information. I know how hard and demoralising it is for pupils in 

these years but these are the pupils that should be engaging with learning daily where possible. This 

is because pupils will find it very hard to access university work or sixth form courses in many cases 

unless they are continuing to follow subjects and keep their brains active.  Please try your best to 

encourage them to work but, at the same time, please also make sure this is not going to cause 

family arguments and issues that become difficult to manage. We all need to stay emotionally well 

during this time and so you will need to make decisions based on your situation.  For Year 11s, 

pupils in Mr Seymour’s PE class and ICT DIT (Ms Lattibeaudiere and Mr Henry) only at this stage 

have work they need to complete which may be needed as evidence. Please contact them directly 

for any further questions. 

Thank you for your continuing support at this challenging time and please ask if you need anything. 

This week, please contact sclose@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk for any learning queries or want to talk 

through any challenging issues you are facing with your children. 

 

All the best 

 

Emma Hillman 
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