
 

  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

A warm welcome to all our new Year 7 parents and carers that I will now include in key communications. We 

very much look forward to meeting your children and welcoming them to our community. I have a daughter in 

Year 6 who is feeling anxious about the transition so I understand how hard it is for this particular year group. I 

am hoping she will be back at her primary school in the next few weeks making the end of her primary schooling 

more settled. 

Extraordinary times! I would have hoped by this stage to have been giving you details of how we begin getting 

Year 10 and 12 back to school after half-term but, at present, we are not able to start planning as there is a 

national 'battle' going on between the Government and the teaching unions and a lack of clarity about what is 

safe or not. In a community this size, there will be lots of different opinions about what the right thing is to do and 

lot of different political view points and we all need to respect each other's points of view and focus on finding 

solutions. My biggest frustration is the not knowing; meaning I cannot plan strategically with my staff and 

Governors and cannot give you any further information at present. This does not mean that we will not invite 

Year 10 and 12 in in some form before the end of term, and indeed possibly the new Year 7 for at least a socially 

distanced visit, but I cannot say more at this stage. Some of you will still want to keep your children home and 

again we await further guidance about when attendance will become compulsory again. 

We therefore remain open for targeted groups as per national guidance and all families in these categories will 

receive a Parent Mail next week inviting them to book days for the rest of June in advance. This must be done 

within a timescale so I can plan the staffing in advance so please keep an eye out in the forms section. 

We are not clear as to who are classified as keyworkers now or which of you may have difficulties with childcare 

as you are asked to go back to work. If you feel that you need childcare as you have to go back to work, I will 

consider your request if you email me directly. As numbers increase in the other groups, I need to plan carefully 

so may not be able to provide space for non-key workers (using the current definition). 

I do promise to keep you updated and we will start planning for a return when it is safe to do so. Whatever 

happens, we are committed as ever to ensuring we get back on track as soon as we can and I know my staff are 

committed to supporting your child on their return to school both academically and emotionally. 

For any of you concerned about the 2 planned trips abroad and the Prom, we are still awaiting details about 

refunds etc. It is unlikely now that we will be able to move the trips to Poland and Berlin to another time, and so 

are doing all we can to try and access refunds for you. This is really disappointing for the school and your 

children but I think it will be a long time before we can safely and conveniently go abroad. 

All the best and enjoy the weekend. We hope to send another batch of postcards to all pupils next week, letting 

them know they are not forgotten. 

All the best 

Emma Hillman 



 


