
 

 

 

Friday, 05 June 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

I do hope you are coping with the current transition out of the lockdown phase. I cannot 

thank you enough for your role in keeping your child or children at home. I live in this 

community and have been very proud to see that our pupils have not been outside and have 

been following national guidance. 

I wanted to update you with a few things about the different strands of education currently 

being provided. I apologise for the length of this letter but there is a lot of information. I 

have used headings to try and help you navigate your way through: 

Specific Information for Groups and Year Groups 

Essential Education for Key Worker and Vulnerable Pupils 

We are very confident that these pupils are following suitable risk assessments to keep them 

safe each day and experiencing an engaging programme of activities including PE. We 

currently have about 25 pupils in per day supported by teachers and support staff. These 

pupils are taught in the main building. Following new guidance, please ensure that the 

clothes worn are freshly washed (60 degrees C, using anti-bacterial detergent) before pupils 

wear them to minimise any risk. We can support with this if needed. 

It has been a privilege to see how this group have made new pupils welcome, including staff 

children. If you believe you are a key worker and your child needs a school place, please do 

let me know via email. I attach a wonderful, thought-provoking piece of poetry by one of our 

key worker children, Harry Sydes in Year 7, which he completed today.  

Year 10 and 12 Education 

A separate letter will be sent out about this. In summary, we plan to (subject to risk 

assessments etc. being approved) to a virtual (from 10th June at the earliest) or face to face* 

meeting (*from 15th June at the earliest and only for pupils living in E4 who do not have to 

take public transport to school) over the next 2 weeks. The results of these interactions and 

the feedback from Heads of Department and Heads of Year about levels of engagement from 

pupils will determine the programme after this. This programme is likely to start from 29th 

June, although we will try and put this in place beforehand, and pupils will be invited into 

school in small groups to focus on specific subject areas. I must be clear that this will be a 

very part time provision and pupils will have to follow strict criteria. Again, further details will 

follow; there are a number of steps that have to be completed first – including all parties 



being satisfied that risk is minimised for all. Please keep an extra eye on Parent Mail if you 

have children in this year group as you will need to book meetings or interviews. It is most 

likely that all Year 10 and 12 provision will take place in the Sixth Form building.  

Pupils in Year 10 will need to wear school uniform - although I will be flexible towards 

parents/carers who do not want to invest in new school clothes before September as long as 

I am aware in advance. We can find solutions such as lending you uniform or supporting in 

other ways. My daughter goes back to school on Monday and all her uniform is a little bit 

small, but we are squeezing her in to it for the last half of term! I understand that Year 10s 

may be a little bit less easy to persuade so I would rather warn you in advance. Please ensure 

that clothes are freshly washed (60 degrees C, using anti-bacterial detergent) before pupils 

wear them to minimise any risk. We can support with this if needed. 

Year 12 will be asked to wear their normal formal clothes.  

There are many reasons why we want Year 10 and 12 to wear school clothes, not least 

safeguarding them, but also ensuring that being in school and properly dressed becomes the 

new normal. Pupils in school every day in the ‘essential’ category have different 

arrangements due to the amount of physical activity in their school day. I have enclosed an 

attachment about uniform from the School Wear Association. 

Year 11 Education 

Post 16 interviews have now taken place and pupils will need to wait until Results Day to 

enrol in our Sixth Form, assuming they reach their predicted grades. In the meantime, all 

pupils planning to stay on will be sent transition work for their proposed subjects and also 

general transition work later in the month. We would like to invite pupils in for some sort of 

taster experience, but, in reality this just may not be possible. We would hope to start in 

September as normal as we are able to be but a lot can happen in a few months so we 

cannot confirm at this stage. Please contact Ms Kee-Rose dkee@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

or Ms Tobia ltobia@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk (Head of Sixth Form) if you have any 

questions or concerns. If you are concerned as your child has nothing concrete in place for 

September, please contact Ms Burnett mburnett@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk in the first 

instance as a matter of urgency. 

We are still negotiating with the venue about the best way to resolve the Prom situation and 

will send further details shortly. As you know, we will also be planning some kind of awards 

event in the Autumn Term if it is safe to do so. There will however not be a Prom on 13th July  

as I am not prepared to take any risks and do not believe this will be a safe environment. We 

remain in discussion with the venue. 

Year 13 Education 

The priority here is that pupils are able to transition to the next stages of education or 

apprenticeship. I am aware that this has been a difficult time for pupils with provisional 

apprenticeships as there is much uncertainty.  
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We are heartbroken that this is where the official school journey ends for Year 13 but we 

already have ambitious plans to keep in touch with and grow links with our leavers that 

would have been in place regardless of Covid-19. We also hope to arrange a ‘leavers’ event 

for these pupils when we can.  If you are concerned as your child has nothing concrete in 

place for September, please contact Ms Burnett mburnett@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk in the 

first instance as a matter of urgency. 

Year 7-9 and Year 10, 12 Remote Education  

We hope that all pupils will be back in school for September but cannot guarantee this at this 

stage. We are currently refining the remote learning curriculum using the feedback so many 

of you sent and will issue further guidance shortly about what this will look like and how we 

will try and increase contact with the school over the next few weeks and months. Please 

look out for further information. This will include a weekly assembly for each year group at 

the start of the week. This will also be shown to the pupils in school. 

If you have any issues in the meantime, please contact Heads of Department as per the 

attached e mail list, attached again to this email.  

Year 6/7 Transition 

Miss Clancey and Mr Gallacher will be sending out further information over the next 2 weeks 

as well as details of how to complete forms, buy uniform etc.  Again, we hope that school will 

be as normal as it can be for pupils in September. We would like to invite pupils in for some 

sort of taster experience, but, in reality this just may not be possible. We are considering 

asking pupils to take a Cognitive Ability Test (CAT) at some point to help with our 

understanding of your child’s strengths.  They are designed to assess a pupil’s ability in three 

different areas: verbal (thinking with words); quantitative (thinking with numbers); and non-

verbal (thinking with shapes and space) and will help teachers to support your children. You 

cannot revise for these tests and they should not cause any anxiety for pupils. 

Parent Zoom Meetings 

We are setting up 4 Parent Information Zoom meetings for the following groups: 1. Year 7-9; 

2. Year 10 and 12; 3. Year 11 and 4. Year 13 on Tuesday and Thursday at 4.30pm for the next 

2 weeks (w/b 8th June and 15th June). All parents and carers are invited to attend and myself, 

a member of the Quality of Education and Behaviour and Personal Development Team and a 

Governor will also be in attendance.  

I will give a verbal generic update for parents and answer any questions generated in 

advance – please email me directly ehillman@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk . We may be able 

to take some questions via the Chat facility during the meeting depending on numbers but 

obviously cannot talk about individual pupils or take individual examples of issues with 

departments – see guidance under Remote Learning section. Details are below and please do 

not share these with others. If you are a Zoom novice, we can help you to set this up. Please 

email me and let me know that you will need support. 

  

mailto:mburnett@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:ehillman@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk


Topic: KS3 Parents Evening 
Time: Jun 9, 2020 04:30 PM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88412603196?pwd=Y0xzdUthOWZFUi82Q2RpaFNBdkVjUT09 
 
 
Topic: Year 11 Parents Evening 
Time: Jun 11, 2020 04:30 PM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89219393496?pwd=RXA0dEw0Rk91b0hIcWIrNXVSNTVTUT09 
 
 
Topic: Year 10 & 12 Parents Evening 
Time: Jun 16, 2020 04:30 PM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89402159225?pwd=a3FOQ3pEajRHTzgxMlc2UjA1WDR1Zz09 
 
 
Topic: Year 13 Parents Evening 
Time: Jun 18, 2020 04:30 PM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87599101773?pwd=cnRQUFZwMERub0t2VU9VTmhoT0hFQT09 
 

Free School Meals 

I know that the voucher system has caused a few of you some challenges and please do keep 

us updated via email if you have problems – in the first instance please contact our Data 

Manager Mr Tilbury ntilbury@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk. The next vouchers should be sent 

before the 22nd June and will continue as the sum of £15 per week per child. If any of you are 

entitled to free school meals and live very locally, we may be able to invite your child in to 

school for a daily hot lunch in school. Again, please do let us know if you are interested in 

this.  

Uniform 

We expect all pupils to return in September in perfect uniform. Our official uniform supplier 

is Speedstitch which has re-opened and you can contact them directly on 

enquiries@speedstitch.co.uk 020 8531 4800 Unit 32, Walthamstow Business Centre, Clifford 

Road, London, E17 4SX. Most items do not have to be purchased through Speedstitch 

however, as they are not specific to Heathcote School. The specific Heathcote items that 

should be purchased from Speedstitch are the tie and badge* (*both can also be bought via 

Parent Mail – details to follow), PE kit, jumper and blazer (unless you decide to buy a plain 

navy one and sew on the badge yourself). We will send out details of uniform shortly for 

those new to the school but there are NO changes to the current uniform and we will 

continue to allow the wearing of shoe-style trainers for another year due to the strongly 

supportive feedback from parents and carers. Details of uniform are on the website. 
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Trips 

We have now managed to secure a refund for the Poland Trip and are still working to secure 

an outcome for the Berlin Trip. We would love to offer a second chance for pupils to access 

these trips but at present this is proving very difficult to predict when this may be 

safe/allowed so would rather try and gain a refund. 

Update to Policies including Behaviour and Safeguarding Policy 

There will be some amendments to this policy and others as a result of Covid 19 and we will 

send these out as soon as we can. 

Staffing Changes 

We sadly said goodbye to Ms Middleton at May half-term who had planned to move to 

China. This is currently on hold! I want to personally thank Ms Middleton for all she brought 

to the school; she is a phenomenal teacher and leader and we are very sad to see her go. 

Perhaps we can persuade her back when she has had enough of world travelling.  

We have a small number of staff leaving us in July but have managed to recruit high quality 

staff for September despite the challenges. We will update you when we can. 

Year 9 Options 

Final confirmation of these will be sent out once the timetable is finalised over the next few 

weeks. 

Black Lives Matter 

We have been hugely impressed with the response from our pupils about what we can do as 

a school to recognise recent events and motivate change and will keep you updated with 

what we have planned.  

All the best and stay safe and we look forward to seeing some of you soon. 

 

All the best 

 

Emma Hillman  

Headteacher 

 

 

 


