
 

 

 

Wednesday, 09 September 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

It was lovely to see your son/daughter back at Heathcote School motivated and 

invested to make the most of this year. I want to reassure you that we have your child’s 

best interest and wellbeing at heart.  

It was a strange end to Year 8, but I am confident that Year 9 will be known as the year 

we ‘plug gaps in knowledge’ so that pupils will be able to make informed option choices 

later on this year. I am incredibly proud of my year group, despite the challenges faced 

towards the end of Year 8 and the start to the year, they were amazing today. They are 

a very bright cohort and are destined to achieve a great set of results because they are 

resilient enough to adapt to changes; mindful to others around them and maintain 

social distancing (where possible) and finally, they are determined not to be stopped by 

the current changes we face.  

Thursday 10th September 2020 

Pupils should aim to arrive no earlier than 8.50am and not to linger at the school 

gates; pupils will need go to Period 1 for a prompt 9am start. This will be the same 

form class and room as today. Year 9 is an incredibly important year group as it is the 

bridge from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4. It is paramount that pupils are organised, well 

equipped and proactive for every lesson.  

Tutors 

Like last year, we have a really strong Year 9 team with Ms Emanuela D’Ottavio 

hopefully returning after Christmas. Mr Neil Hutchins will still be our SLT Lead, 

attached to the year group.  

9.1 Ms Diane Collins  

Ms Emanuela D’Ottavio 

dscollins@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk  
 
edottavio@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
 

9.2 Ms Sharon Gooden  sgooden@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

9.3 Mr Robin Talbot rtalbot@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
 

9.4 Ms Andrea Watson awatson@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

9.5 Ms Margaret Dadzie  mdadzie@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 
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9.6 Mr Chris Argyrakis cargyrakis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

9.7 Mr Gurpreet Rattan  grattan@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

 

If you have any concerns or questions, please contact your child’s tutor in the first instance.  

In order to facilitate Covid changes, Year 9 pupils will be based in the Maths corridor as the 
base for their bubble and taught in form groups for core subjects like Maths, English and 
Science. I have had to make a few changes to form groups to help support the recovery 
timetable. However, pupils will have the opportunity to move to specialist subject rooms and 
will be taught in smaller groups for some of these subjects. Like today, form lists and rooms 
will be clearly signposted for guidance.  
 
Break and lunch  
 
Today, pupils had the opportunity to met their form tutors, understand the changes to school 

and tour the school site. Each year group will have a designated break and lunch. If your 

child has chosen to have a school lunch, their lunch choices were noted today and you will 

be charged for 3 weeks and 2 days in advance, unless your child is entitled to free school 

meals. This must be promptly paid via ParentMail. Pupils can opt for packed lunches but I 

must stress, healthy lunch is required and banned items – see behaviour guidelines on the 

school website. 

Risk Assessment 

The measures the school has put in place to ensure the school is ‘Covid-Secure’ have been 

carefully explained to pupils. All pupils and parents need to complete the Covid Safety 

contract via ParentMail before they return to school next week. A detailed risk assessment 

will be published on the school website.  

In order to reduce crowded corridors, communal spaces and to minimise contact between 

other year groups, we have: 

 Staggered starts and finish times for each year group.  

 Identified specific stairwells and entrance/exits for each year group.  

 Identified clear routes to specialist areas such as languages, IT, DT, Music and PE.  

 Allocated specific outdoor areas for students to take their break and lunch times.  

 Allocated separate lunch times per year group with socially distanced allocated 

seating. 

There will also be increased opportunities to hand sanitise and in order to make our 

classrooms safe, each room has a sanitising station, bins and appropriate cleaning 

equipment. 

Curriculum  

From tomorrow, the Year 9 school day will be from 9.00am ending at 3.00pm. The recovery 

timetable will be reviewed every three weeks.  
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I am pleased to say that at Heathcote, our temporary recovery timetable still offers a broad 

and balanced curriculum close to the original timetable, had Covid not existed. Some 

subjects will however lose some time and others gain in the first instance, but this will be 

reviewed in order to create a balance, if this timetable lasts for a significantly longer period of 

time. Fortnightly, Year 9 pupils will receive PIE (previously PSHRE) on their timetable. At 

present, we are unable to offer after-school library access and homework club but we will 

look at ways to support pupil needs. I am confident that the recovery timetable is robust 

enough to improve Year 9 progress.  

The timetable will be reviewed every 3 weeks as we receive further local and national 
guidance. We are also developing plans to ensure the highest quality continuation of 
remote learning if there is another lockdown or school closure. 
 
PE 
 
Year 9 pupils will have PE lessons on their timetable and on that specific day, pupils must 
arrive wearing a full Heathcote PE kit and our school blazer. This is because we do not have 
changing facilities. 
 
Equipment 
 
In order to fulfil our duty of care to pupils, please remind pupils of the following before 

returning on Thursday:  

 You should bring everything you need for your school day, including pens, pencils, 
rubber, ruler and calculator as per the guidance.  

 You will not be allowed to share equipment in lessons. 

 You should also have a reading book, small umbrella, hand sanitiser, mask (advisory) 
and large bottle of water but no other unnecessary items. 

 You will be given new exercise books and will need to bring these to school as 
necessary for your lessons that day. 

 Home tasks will be signposted via SMH and you may have to submit work through 
Google classroom – further details will follow about homework. 

 Cosmetics - eye lashes, extra piercings and acrylic nails must be removed prior to 
returning on Thursday. Hair colouring must be a natural colour.  

 

Malcom X said, ‘Education is the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to those who 

prepare for it today’.  

Year 9 are a resilient and motivated year group who are destined to achieve greatness. We 

look forward to seeing them. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

  

Ms Gite and the Year 9 Tutor Team 

 

 


