
 

  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

A huge thank you for helping and supporting us in what has been a term full of challenges. I am so 

proud of the way the school community has dealt with these challenges and we will all come back 

stronger and wiser. 

I will send a much more detailed letter next week with some changes to the timetable after half 

term and some feedback about the first half of term. However, I wanted to warn you that the first 

day of the next half term (2nd November) will look very different with pupils coming in at different 

times and will not be a normal full day of learning. This is so we can have the time to meet virtually 

with staff and pupils to ensure we are all clear of the arrangements and expectations going forward. 

I will also warn you early that the start and end times for Year 7 and 8 are swapping after half-term; 

so Year 8 school day will be from 8.40 am to 2.40 pm and Year 7 from 8.50 am to 2.50 pm. 

We have managed to prioritise Year 11 and 13 assessments for those who are self-isolating (we will 

ensure any missing exams are completed when we return for these years) but this means there are 

still a number of pupils in other years who have not been in school who have not completed these 

Challenge Week tasks. These will mostly be uploaded to Google Classroom over half term and we 

would ask for your support in enabling pupils to have the required time and space to complete 

these as well as ensure instructions are followed about how and when to submit. A few additional 

exams for Year 7-9 will also take place in school after half-term but these will not be uploaded and 

will take place in normal lessons. Pupils are aware of this. If you have any concerns, please contact 

the class teacher via Google Classroom. This is new territory for all schools and there may be some 

teething problems. I have also asked all my teachers to have a good rest over half term so they may 

not be checking then. We can pick this up again when we return. 

Finally, we ask that you follow all national and local guidance re the Covid restrictions in order to 

keep you and your family and community safe. If you are unlucky enough to get a positive Covid 

diagnosis over half term, you must inform me via email - covidpupil@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk as I 

may need to track and trace any close contacts and will need to ensure we have this for our records. 

A number of you have asked about how we track and trace and I will provide further details of this 

next week. 

Have a restful half term. 

All the best 

Emma Hillman 
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