
 

  

4th November 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

The DfE have just released further guidance about what the latest situation will 
mean for schools. I have not read this yet in detail but this is a summary of the 
guidance. We will be considering this in detail tomorrow but all pupils who are 
considered to be clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) and have a shielding letter 
should no longer come to school. I know that some of you have already been 
contacted by the SEN department and we will conclude these calls tomorrow. If 
your child’s situation has changed and you know believe them to be in this 
category, please do contact Ms Gardiner – jgardiner@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk. 

Some of our staff are also considered to be CEV and will be delivering lessons 
remotely from home from tomorrow. 

Summary Information 
 
The key points are as follows: 
  
Face coverings, rotas and tiers  
 

 Face coverings will be mandatory in communal areas of secondary 
schools and colleges. They will still not be recommended in classrooms. 

 In primary schools, the use of face coverings in communal areas will 
remain at the discretion of individual schools.   

 Face coverings will be mandatory for pupils in Year 7 and over on 
dedicated school transport. 

 This is not mentioned in the guidance itself, but we understand from 
discussions with the DfE that the Contain Framework (i.e. the four 
education tiers) will not be in operation over the next four weeks. This 
means that no school will be formally put into Tier 2 (in other words, for 
secondary schools, asked to implement a rota system). Informally, we’ve 
been told that the government recognises that staffing issues may make it 
difficult for an individual school to remain fully open at all times, and that 
some compromises may need to be made. 

 
Clinically extremely vulnerable staff and pupils  
 

 Both staff and pupils who have been identified by their doctor as still 
considered clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV), will be advised not to 
come into school or college. The government guidance on shielding and 
CEV people has been updated to reflect this position. Schools will be 
expected to provide remote learning for any pupils in this category. 
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 Pregnant women are not classified as CEV, and therefore will still be expected to 
come into work, unless their doctor advises otherwise. 

 Pupils and staff who live with people who are CEV, but are not CEV themselves, are 
still expected to come into school or college. 

Curricular and extra-curricular activities  
 

 PE, sport, music, dance and drama lessons can continue in line with the current 
guidance – during school time. 
 

 Schools must only provide team sports listed on the return to recreational team sport 
framework. Competition between different schools or colleges should not take place. 

 
 Schools are able to work with external coaches, clubs and organisations for curricular 

activities where they are satisfied that it is safe to do so. 
 

 After-school clubs can only continue if their primary purpose is childcare. So wrap-
round care in a primary school would be fine, but a Year 8 after-school football club 
would not.   

 
 Weekly boarders at boarding schools will be able to go home at weekends as usual. 

 
 The current series of exam resits should continue. 

 
 For 16 to 19 study programmes, providers should continue to seek to deliver the 

majority of education on site unless they have had written public health advice to 
move some groups to remote teaching 

 
Single Case in School 
 
We received notification of another single positive case in school today and some pupils 
have been asked to self-isolate. We have been praised by the London Coronavirus 
Response Centre for our track and trace system and how we are able to prevent whole 
bubbles being sent home. 
 
Timings of the Day 
 
I attach a copy of the new current timings of the day. The timetable system does not allow 
the staggered start to be shown so thought this would be useful. My apologies that I did not 
include this in my earlier email to some parents. This may be reviewed and we will update 
you as and when.  
 
Please keep checking Parent Mail as the landscape is shifting fast. 
 
I can only thank you and your families for your support and resilience in such challenging 
times. 
 
All the best 
 

 
 
 
Emma Hillman 
Headteacher 
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