
Dear Parent/Carer, 

We made it to the end of term! Thank you so much again for all you have done 

to support what has been the most difficult term I have ever known in 

education for young people and staff and, of course parents and carers. 

Please do rest and try and have a peaceful and safe Christmas. 

As you know, Government guidance came out late last night and, at this 

stage, we believe that the plan for the start of term will include this: 

 Year 11 and 13 only will be back from Tuesday 5th January to 8th 
January* 2021. All other pupils will undertake on-line learning from 
the start of period 2 on Tuesday. We plan for all other pupils to 
return to school on Monday 11th January. There may be some on-
going changes to the school day to accommodate testing etc. 

 *The Year 11 Taster Day will still take place, meaning Wednesday 6th 
January will be a home study day for Year 12 and 13 with resources 
set on line, as opposed to live lessons. 

 The school remains open for key worker and vulnerable pupils and 
these will now form a bubble for the week to complete on-line learning 
in school. I will work on the assumption that the same pupils who 
accessed education this week will be coming in. If there is any 
change to this, please 
email teaching.learningadmin@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk up 
until 2pm today and let them know. 

 Free school meals will be provided for pupils in school and we will 
assume the same pick-ups will happen as did this week. Again, 
please use the email above for any changes. 

 We will refund school meal costs for the first week if they have been 
paid for pupils outside Year 11 and 13. 

The expectation is that schools manage wide-scale testing for staff and pupils 

but we are not clear on the details at this stage – this may mean that we have 

to be flexible on timings for pupils to be in school learning on a Friday 

afternoon (for example) in order to implement this testing. I am in conversation 

with the Local Authority and other Headteachers but the plan is unlikely to be 

implemented fully until we have more guidance. At this stage, they have 

suggested we use Friday 8th in the afternoon as a testing session for all staff 

and the pupils on site but this is not set in stone. I have no further details 

about consent etc at this stage. 

I would urge you to arrange a test if you can – our MTU on site on Tuesday 

has identified a number of positive cases who did not have symptoms. We 

have informed you if this has affected your child and please do get in touch 
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today – the office is open until 3pm if you have queries. Otherwise, please 

contact me via email if you have urgent queries or your child tests positive and 

was in school for the period 2 days before symptoms or 2 days before the test 

if no symptoms. It is easier over the holidays to use this address 

(ehillman@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk) rather than the main school one or the 

Covid one, but these will be in use too. 

Please keep looking at Parent Mail over the holidays but assume the above 

arrangements are correct for now. 

All the best and stay safe. And please make sure you give your children all the 

continuing love and care they need to ensure they remain as worry-free as 

they can. 

All the best 

Emma Hillman 

Headteacher 
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