
 

  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

As you are no doubt aware, schools will most likely not be open for most pupils until 

after half-term at the earliest. This will mean that the plan is for remote learning to 

continue up until then. We expect all pupils to log on and will deliver as many live 

lessons as we can, subject to staff absence and Covid cases. Attendance will be 

logged and pupils who do not log on will be followed up with phone calls. Pupils 

should complete work and remain logged on even if the lesson is not live. As we 

become more familiar with how this is working, we may make tweaks and changes 

to the approach and will also consider how we ensure enrichment such as 

assemblies etc. We continue to plan to deliver the best quality learning experiences 

but are all learning from experience and research and we will adapt and reflect as 

we learn, along with all teachers in all schools.In the meantime, please 

contact teaching.learningadmin@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk if you have any issues 

logging on or need any other support. 

Timetables 

We hope that all classes will be accurate on SIMS App and Google Classroom 

tomorrow after an overnight update. There have been some technical issues but 

hope these will be ironed out by then. Year 7-10 parents and carers have already 

received an email about the Maths sets but these will not update until the morning. 

You will notice other timetable changes as per the previous emails. 

Staffing 

As you know from the newsletter, Dr Tsui will return to the school in September 

2021 and I would like to officially welcome Ms Hansi who will take her Science 

classes for the rest of the year. We were very lucky to find her as she is very 

experienced and high quality Science teacher who has previously taught in Waltham 

Forest. Ms D’Ottavio has also returned from maternity leave but Ms Collins will 

continue to take some of the MFL classes she had in her absence and she remains 

part of the staff and as a tutor for Year 9 in the meantime. 

Year 11 and 13 

We are lucky enough to have completed the first set of mock exams before 

Christmas for Year 11 and 13 and so we are aware of gaps in learning and the 

grades pupils are working at. We will keep you updated as to changes to the exams 

and how this will affect the plans for the year when we receive them. There may or 

may not be a further set of mocks depending on the exam board guidance. 
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Intervention for Year 11 and 13 will continue remotely and further details will be sent 

about this. I cannot stress enough the need for these year groups to keep on task 

and ensure they are engaged in learning as this will impact on whatever decision are 

made about their grades. If you have concerns about your child in these year groups, 

please do raise this with Ms Kee-Rose (Year 11) or Ms Lewis (Year 13): 

dkee@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

rlewis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk 

Year 11 Sixth Form Applications 

We will reissue details and guidance about applying for the Sixth Form and please 

do not worry about this at this stage as we will ensure you are updated in plenty of 

time to make your application and will consider alternatives to the planned Taster 

Day. 

Challenge Week - originally planned for w/b 8th February 

We will make decision about this nearer the time but it is likely that this will be moved 

to after half term if pupils are back and so this original date would be a normal 

learning week. We will plan to use this as a way of determining where there are any 

gaps as a result of remote learning. 

Construction Year 12 

At present, we plan to continue to teach Year 12 Construction in school as long as 

we can ensure risk is minimised and this is signed off by the LA and Governors and 

parents/carers are happy to send pupils into school. You will receive a call tomorrow 

to discuss this if this applies to you. 

Lateral Flow Testing Response 

Offers to help continue to flood in but obviously this will now be scaled right back as 

there are so few staff and pupils in school. I will contact some of you tomorrow to try 

and create a small team in the first instance. I am so grateful for your offers and we 

may need you when pupils return to school, depending on the national plans. 

Communication 

We still plan to send out the weekly newsletter where we hope to celebrate pupil’s 

work and achievement. Please also regularly check ParentMail as this is the portal 

for all other information, including individual support such as Careers Interviews. 

mailto:dkee@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
mailto:rlewis@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk


Please do contact Ms Austin, Inclusion Manager, 

(eaustin@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk) as well if you feel your child needs extra 

pastoral support or support with their mental health. 

All the best and I do hope you are able to remain strong during this very challenging 

time for everyone. We will get through this but the next few weeks and months with 

be hard for everyone. Please do ask if you need anything at all and we will try and 

help. 

All the best 

 

Emma Hillman 

Headteacher 
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