
 
  

‘At Heathcote, we know that excellent curriculum design and delivery leads to 
an excellent education.’ 

 
12th March 2021 

 
Dear Parent / Carer,  
 
Knowledge Organisers (KO) 
 
I am very pleased to let you know your child has received their new Knowledge 
Organiser for this curriculum window. This curriculum window finishes on the 28th May 
2021, at which point they will receive a new one for curriculum window 4. 
 
The Knowledge Organiser work booklet provides pupils the exact key content they will 
need to know for each topic they are studying. The booklet provides pupils with a 
structure for revision and homework, but also supports the learning in lessons.  
 
What are Knowledge Organisers?  
 
A Knowledge Organiser contains the keys facts or information that pupils need to 
know and be able to recall in order to ‘master’ a unit or topic. The secret to success for 
pupils is to regularly re-visit the knowledge to be learned (known as ‘spaced retrieval’).  
This helps transfer the knowledge from short-term memory to the long term memory.  
 
What is Pre-reading?  
 
Pre-reading simply refers to the reading or studying of material before learning takes 
place. Pupils can find a page of pre-reading for every subject in their KO booklets that 
they can read through to give them an insight into what they will be learning about.  
 
How will a Knowledge Organiser help me to help my child?  
 
Many of you ask us how you can help to support your children at home. Some of you 
are worried that you don’t have all of the subject specific knowledge to be able to help 
your children. Some of you worry how to check that your children have done their 
homework and revision. The Knowledge Organisers will help you to do this easily. 
 
Suggested activities for parents 
 
Above and beyond any homework set by the teachers, we would recommend that 
pupils spend thirty minutes per week per subject learning the knowledge detailed in 
the organiser. 
 
Here are some strategies that might help you to do this: 
• Read through the Knowledge Organiser with your child – if you don’t understand 

the content then ask them to explain it to you – ‘teaching’ you will help them to 

reinforce their learning. 

• Try converting the information into a mind map or make your own version using 

images if the organiser contains a lot of text. Display on the wall or the fridge door 

until the memory ‘sticks’. 

 



 

Suggested activities for parents 
 
• Test them regularly on the spellings of key words until they are perfect. Make a 

note of the ones they get wrong – is there a pattern to the spelling of those words? 

• Get them to make a glossary (list) of key words with definitions or a list of 

formulae. 

• Try recording the knowledge from the organiser as a voice recording on your 

phone that your child can listen to. Some pupils retain more information this way. 

• Read sections out to them, missing out keywords or phrases that they have to fill. 

• The KO work booklet contains templates that you can use to help support your 

child to ‘practice remembering’. These can be found at the back of the booklet. 

They are outlined below:    

 

 
 
Expectations  
 

 Pupils are expected to bring their Knowledge Organiser booklets to school every 

day. It is essential school equipment.  

 In lessons pupils are expected to have their KOs on their desks. They can be used 

in a number of ways, for example, to look up the meaning of keywords, spell words 

correctly, use to support with difficult tasks and do some additional work if they 

have finished classwork.  

 If pupils lose or damage their Knowledge Organisers and require a new one, these 

will need to be purchased through Parentmail at a cost of £3.  

If you have any questions, please contact any of the below:  
• Mr Abbott – Deputy Head (babbott@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk) 
• Mr Quirke – Extended leadership team (aquirke@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk) 
 
 
Your Sincerely, 
Adam Quirke 
 
 


