
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I do hope you have had a wonderful break and your children are ready to come back to 
school. I wanted to remind you of the return times for Monday: 

 

 

 

 

 

All pupils should be returning at the entry gate from last term in full school uniform and you 

will need to contact Ms Warden or your child’s Head of Year as a matter of urgency if 

uniform is not correct. 

I also attach: 

• A letter from the LA about testing, financial support for families that had to self-isolate and 
general safety 

• A letter about Everyone's Invited and Sexual Abuse 

• A mental health poster to support coming out of lockdown 

Safety in School 

Although things are looking much more positive, all the current procedures, rules and risk 

assessments remain in place until further notice. This includes masks to be worn at all 

times inside, unless pupils are exempt. We will update you when things change but we 

must ensure that all pupils remain safe. Pupils should continue to follow national guidance 

outside of school and ensure a focus on Hands, Face, Space and Fresh Air.  

Community Behaviour 

We had a small number of pupils last term who let the rest of the school down by poor 

behaviour in the community. We will be contacting parents of pupils where this continues 

and your child will have to be taken to school and collected by you. I am not prepared to 

ruin the current very positive local reputation of the school through the poor behaviour of a 

small number of pupils. No pupil, pandemic or not, should be hanging round at any time in 

groups on Station Road or at the Mount 

 

 

 



I understand that pupils may need to get buses or use amenities but this must be done with a 

purpose and with absolute respect for our community and those who live in the local area. We 

will be continuing to patrol the areas in hi-viz jackets and will contact you immediately if your child 

is letting you and us down. 

Please also remember that if you do currently collect your child from school by car, please 

respect the local residents and follow traffic guidance. 

Challenge Week – Year 7-10 and 12 

This will take place for all pupils in Year 7-10 and 12 from 4th -14th May. This will be a 

combination of assessments and well-being activities and you will be given further notice about 

this. We need to assess what has been learnt over lockdown and pupils should begin preparing 

for this when they return. All home learning activities will be based on preparation for the 

assessments. Teachers will provide more information and all home learning will be set on Google 

Classroom. Year 12 and 10 may have further assessment towards the end of term. 

Year 11 and 13 

We will be undertaking a parent presentation in the second week of term now we have further 

information about the processes for Teacher Assessed Grades (TAGs). In short, pupils will be 

assessed on a combination of evidence including the recent mocks, in-class work and 

assessments and, in some subjects, possibly further mocks w/b May 17th – we will inform you of 

all this in the presentation.  

The key message is that every lesson, assessment and piece of work between now and 

half-term is crucial and we expect 100% commitment and attendance (except in Covid cases 

or unavoidable illness). Home learning is crucial and will be set to prepare for the assessments 

that will take place over the next six weeks and you need to make sure your child  has a suitable 

environment to work each evening as well as your support and encouragement. Every staff 

member is undergoing training in Unconscious Bias to ensure that we are fair and equitable to all. 

We plan to hold a 2 week Transition Programme for pupils planning to stay on in the Sixth Form 

from 28th June so please ensure you do not plan holidays for this time as this will be hugely 

important for pupils coming to our Sixth Form and compulsory for them to attend. This will be 

some remote sessions and some live sessions. 

Year 9 Options 

We have found that pupils have found it hard to make the right decisions without the normal 

information, advice and guidance that we can give outside of the pandemic. This means we will 

not be issuing Option Choices when we originally planned as the Year 9 Team and myself need 

to meet with a large number of pupils who have not made appropriate choices, including those 

who should be following the E bacc route to ensure they can access the right pathways later in 

their education. We will try and do this as soon as we can and let you know confirmed choices 

when we can. We may be in contact with you to discuss this. 

I thank you again for all your support and resilience. I do hope this will be a successful term that 

bridges the gap between the current situation and normality in September.  

All the best and we look forward to pupils returning on Monday. 

 

Emma Hillman 

Headteacher 


