
 

  

26th November 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I do hope your child/ren had a well-earned rest today. We spent a very enlightening day 

learning about and considering the areas of: 

• Trauma-informed Practice 

• Harmful Sexual behaviour 

• LGBT+ issues 

As we plan out the work as a result of the day, we will keep you and pupils informed as 

necessary. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to update you about a few things: 

Covid  

Thank you for your on-going support with keeping the community safe. Cases continue 

to rise amongst young people and we will continue to work with Public Health to consider 

necessary controls. Please ensure you follow the previous guidance around masks from 

Monday. We would also encourage your child to get a vaccination if they have not 

already done so as rates in the borough for 12-15 year olds are very low. We do hope 

that these measures will prevent us from having to take more severe actions and we 

understand that these measures are far from ideal and have an impact on the smooth 

running of the school. 

Impact on Staff 

Unfortunately, the impact of Covid and other illnesses is having a negative impact on 

teacher attendance across the country and there have been a number of classes that 

have had to be covered recently. This has affected some classes more than others. I will 

be writing a separate letter to Year 10 Triple Science classes and have already been in 

contact with Construction classes.  

I can only apologise for this and assure you that work is still planned for these lessons 

and delivered by the cover supervisor (we employ 3 full-time cover supervisors) or 

supply teacher. It is however very difficult at the moment to find quality specialist staff to 

take these classes. In addition, we have less capacity in our admin and site staff teams 

at the moment so do please bear with us during these challenging winter months.  

Newsletter 

For this reason, there will be no newsletter this week. I am sorry about this and we will 

hopefully be back on track to issue a bumper edition next week. 

Keeping Children Safe 

Thank you for your feedback and ideas after my report of one of our pupils being 

mugged. We have also spoken to pupils. One of the biggest concerns you raised is about 

detentions and you not knowing that pupils have detention. DfE guidance means that 



schools do not have to inform parents/carers about detentions of a certain length. However, 

we have always had a system to inform you which is by using the SIMs App. We will 

reissue guidance next week for all parents and carers as to how to download this and this 

will help you to keep track of your child’s movements. I do hope that this will solve this 

issue. Please also look at why your child is getting detentions and try and work together to 

stop these from happening as this is the most simple and effective solution. The Behaviour 

Policy will be back on the website next week as it has been removed temporarily for Covid 

updating. 

We have also agreed the following and will review this regularly to see if it is having impact: 

· We will release all pupils from after-school clubs via the main entrance – all pupils 

will be escorted to the entrance by a staff member 

· We will ensure there is a School Leader on duty each evening from 4-4.30 pm to 

walk pupils to bus stops if necessary 

· We will continue to allow pupils to use the office phone or wait in school to be 

collected 

 

Please ask your child to speak to any staff member if they have any anxiety about getting 

home and we will support them. We had some other great suggestions such as parent 

wardens being out and about in the local community at key times supporting with safe 

journeys and, if anyone is interested in this, please do let me know. 

Jobs 

Please do look out for any of our vacancies which will now be sent out to parents/carers as 

well. Please do consider applying if any of these interest you and you have the right skill 

set. We are always keen to employ people from the local community. 

Parent/Carer Governors 

Congratulations to Georgie Agass and Maria Slavovski who have joined our Governing 

Board as Parent Governors.  

Before School 

We have had some complaints from local people living opposite the school about pupils 

hanging out there and bouncing balls and other anti-social behaviour before school. Ball 

games are prohibited in this areas and pupils needs to consider residents who may be still 

asleep. All pupils can sign up to breakfast club if they arrive at school early and this runs 

from 8.00 to 8.35 am with pupils needing to arrive before 8.15 am. They must stay in 

breakfast club if they sign up and will receive a free breakfast - 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmCpGC8M4TDPj9TQyzNOKtSFifZNDPlNf-

mmmpXe4JDnqtrQ/viewform 

Please ignore the deadline date as we have reopened this to support pupils and parents. 

Lanyards 

We are slowly distributing lanyards to pupils and please ensure they wear these every day 

to support safeguarding and also knowing their timetables. Pupils will receive detentions if 

they do not wear these. We apologise for the delay as these were supposed to be 

distributed at the start of term but due to supply issues, these have been severely held up. 

Christmas Dinner 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmCpGC8M4TDPj9TQyzNOKtSFifZNDPlNf-mmmpXe4JDnqtrQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmCpGC8M4TDPj9TQyzNOKtSFifZNDPlNf-mmmpXe4JDnqtrQ/viewform


We will send out further information about details of our annual amazing Christmas dinner. 

You will need to book and pay for this as an item on Parent Mail in advance so we can plan 

for numbers. Pupils with free school meals will receive this free. 

 

Waltham Forest Food and Activity Programme 

Attached are details of this programme for the Christmas Holidays. 

Year 11 and Year 13 

Please do listen to the exam presentation that I sent out earlier in the week. In summary: 

· Ofqual are determined to have a plan B, despite the fact that exams are likely to 

happen. 

· As instructed by Ofqual, pupils will have to take 3 sets of mock assessments 

between now and the real exams – next week, in late January and early in the 

summer term. These will not be full sets of exams but would be used to assess 

grades in the event of exam cancellation. 

We will support pupils in class and intervention with managing these assessments and 

ensure they are fully prepared. 

We are very aware that this round of mocks is the first set of formal assessments that 

pupils have taken for some time and will ensure that we use the outcomes carefully to 

support our pupils through the next few months to reach their potential. 

Please do let us know if you feel there is anything else we can do to help and support. 

I do hope you all have a wonderful weekend and GOOD LUCK to all our Year 11 and 13 

taking mocks. 

All the best 

 

Emma Hillman 

Headteacher 
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 Ask for:  
 

 Email:  
 

 Direct line: 020 8496 6341 

 Ref: HAFWinter 

 Date:  23.11.2021 

   

Dear Parent,  

I hope that all is well with you and your families. 

I am writing to let you know that you are now able to enrol your child in a place at the free Waltham 

Forest Holiday Activity and Food Programme which will be open over the school winter holiday 

period.  

This scheme provides free enjoyable activities and nutritious meals for primary and secondary 

school aged children who are in receipt of benefit related free school meals. It is being delivered by 

Waltham Forest through funding provided by the government’s expanded Holiday Activities and 

Food (HAF) programme.  

Children will be able to access a wide range of sessions throughout the winter holidays, at no cost to 

you. The sessions will include a variety of fun activities, including attending a panto, winter cooking 

classes, film and magic day at Fellowship square and other exciting opportunities to learn and 

develop skills, alongside a nutritious meal each day.  

To book a place and find out more, please visit www.walthamforest.gov.uk/holidays  

If you have any queries regarding the holiday activity programme, please email 

wfholidayactivityprogramme@walthamforest.gov.uk or call 0208 496 6341 

I do hope that your child enjoys these activities and I wish you all a peaceful and happy winter period 

with your families and a Merry Christmas to all those who are celebrating.  

Kind regards 

 

David Kilgallon 

Director of Learning & Systems Leadership 

 
 
Families Directorate 
Strategic Director Families: Heather Flinders 
Magistrates Building, Farnan Avenue, Walthamstow, London, E17 4NX 

 

 
 

 
Learning & Systems Leadership  

Town Hall, Forest Road, Walthamstow, E17 4JF 
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WALTHAM FOREST WALTHAM FOREST HOLIDAY HOLIDAY 

ACTIVITY AND FOOD PROGRAMME 
ACTIVITY AND FOOD PROGRAMME 

ARE YOU AGED BETWEEN  
5-16 AND IN RECEIPT OF BENEFIT 

RELATED FREE SCHOOL MEALS?

DO YOU LIVE OR GO TO SCHOOL 

IN WALTHAM FOREST?

This Winter we have a wide 

range of free exciting activities 

and lunch taking place across 

the borough for you to enjoy 

during the winter holidays. 

During the winter holidays you can 

try a wide range of holiday clubs and 

activities including visiting the panto, 

attending magic workshops at the town 

hall and attending a winter wonderland.

The sessions will provide you 

opportunities to try new activities, 

learn new skills, have fun, make 

friends and enjoy a free meal  

every day.

All activities will take place between 

20TH DECEMBER -  
23RD DECEMBER 2021

To book your place and find out more – 

WALTHAMFOREST.GOV.UK/
HOLIDAYS 

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL
on all activities so book early  

to avoid disappointment


