
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

It was great to see so many members of the community at the vaccination clinic 

tonight – please do make sure you consider vaccination over the holidays if you 

have not yet done so. We do not know what the future will hold in 2022 and want 

to ensure you are safe and well. 

I have sent out lots of information about Covid and so will not say much more at 

this stage apart from ‘test, test, test’ and follow the national guidance. The current 

controls will be reviewed at the start of term and will remain in place until further 

notice so please ensure your child has at least 2 masks with them at the start of 

term. We prefer the re-usable masks as the disposable ones are not 

environmentally sound and often break. 

However, as you know everything is changing very quickly. All the guidance in 

this letter is accurate as of now but you will need to check Parent Mail regularly to 

see if there are changes to any of the arrangements. I do hope we do not have to 

return to remote learning in January but we need to be aware that this might be a 

possibility. 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

Pupils will not be in school on this day and will need to access live remote 

learning from 1-3 pm. We expect all pupils to log on to a form session during 

period 4 (temporary time 1-2 pm) and period 5 (2-3 pm) which will be the same as 

their normal lesson on Tuesday period 5 week B. They will receive an absence 

mark if they are not logged on. We will let you know via Parent Mail if any 

teachers are absent and cannot provide live lessons. Staff will be in school in the 

morning planning for the new term and any new control measures as well as 

some supporting with the testing. 

In the morning, pupils will need to go to the Assembly Hall in Chingford, as 

per DfE guidance, and arrive at the following times to take a supervised LFT test 

before their return to school. 

We require consent as per the previous letter and link below: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSekXzPmVXoGHogyZAayBb2Pf

mnHc__GbxOusPV0VMPsxLhtoA/viewform?usp=pp_url 

or will have to call you on the day which will cause additional work. These 

will need to be registered using the school e mail address - 

covidtests@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk. Staff from school will be there at the 

Assembly Hall to support the process. 
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8.30 am Year 9 

9.00 am Year 7 

9.45 am Year 10 

10.30 am Year 11 

11.00 am Year 12/13 

11.45 am Year 8 

 

We would prefer pupils to stick to the times to ensure no mixing of year groups. 

Pupils should go straight home after the test and then log on at 1pm. School 

uniform does not need to be worn. We would prefer it if pupils were accompanied 

by a parent/carer.  

We expect to return to normal arrangement on Wednesday 5th January, 

subject to Covid. 

Other Updates 

Quality of Education 

Pupil Numbers 

We are thrilled with the early first preference figures for Year 7 in 2022 – these are 

the highest we have ever had and show the trust the community now has in us. 

Thank you for being part of that journey. We will share these with you when we can. 

Cover Lessons 

I am sorry for all pupils that have experienced cover lessons this term, as well as 

lessons in the Sixth Form that have not had teachers. This has been due to 

unprecedented levels of Covid and other illnesses such as flu. Department Leads 

work very hard to ensure this does not disrupt learning and that cover work is of the 

highest standards and please do contact them directly if you have any concerns. 

SIMs 

We will be changing our Management Information System from SIMS to Arbor next 

year and believe that this will provide you and us with a much better system to 

support your child. This will mean some changes though and we will support you 

through this every step of the way. 

CATs Tests – Year 7 

We will be sending these results out to parents/carers early in the term. Staff will 

receive training on how to use these to support learning on the January INSET day. 

INSET Day – Monday 17th January 2022 

Please don’t forget this is an INSET day – staff will be looking at their curriculum, 

amongst other things, and ensuring each department provides engaging and 

challenging activities for all our pupils 

Behaviour and Personal Development 

Sport 



I would like to acknowledge and recognise all the amazing sporting talent at 

Heathcote and thank the pupils and PE department for all they do. Please do read 

about our success in the newsletter and on social media. A special well done to the 

Key Stage 4 girls football team who beat Chingford 3-0 recently to become 

Waltham Forest champions. I am particularly proud of this result! 

Balls 

Next year, pupils who bring balls into school must ensure they are in a bag at all 

times unless they are in the designated play areas where balls are allowed. If in 

doubt, please ask. Any balls not in bags and/or being bounced inside school or non-

designated areas will be confiscated. 

Toilets 

A number of parents have asked about why the toilets are locked during the day. 

This has been in place since Covid started as we have to regularly clean toilets 

between year groups. Pupils have a chance to go to the toilet at break and lunch 

when they are supervised. Outside of that, pupils need to ask teachers if they need 

to use the toilet in a lesson and can use the accessible toilet which is regularly 

cleaned. We know that this is unavoidable sometimes but expect pupils to try and 

manage to go at the appropriate time. Pupils with a medical card can use this to 

access the toilet as per arrangements. Toilets will be open again at the end of the 

day between 3.00 and 3.15 pm for pupils to use before they go home. When the 

world is more back to normal, we will review this again. 

Finally… 

I would like to wish you all a safe and happy Christmas holiday and we hope that 

things will not be too challenging in the new year. Please take the time to read the 

end of term newsletter and celebrate the successes of our pupils and staff. We 

enjoyed the Christmas dinner and do hope your children did too, albeit not quite the 

normal extravaganza! 

If any of you are concerned about finances over Christmas, please do contact Mr 

Hutchins tomorrow and we may be able to help and support – we have received a 

small grant from the LA and have already supported some of our parents and 

carers. 

A special well done to Year 7 for having such a successful start to the year. 

Finally if you have any more non-perishable food items for the Friday Hill 

Community Association, please do hand these in at the gate tomorrow. 

All the best 

 

 

Emma Hillman 

Headteacher 


