
 

  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Happy New Year! 

I am so disappointed to be writing to you to warn you that I fear that we will have a very 

challenging term ahead due to the impact of the Omicron virus on both staff and pupils. We are 

however a strong community and know we will meet the challenges in a resilient and positive 

way. I do hope that your holiday has not been too badly affected by the virus. So many staff have 

spent their holidays ill with Covid, including myself, and so we are very aware of the challenges 

that it brings. Please ensure you check Parent Mail regularly over the coming days and weeks as 

the situation is rapidly changing and once we have interpreted and discussed the latest guidance 

will inform you of any further updates. This is the latest update: 

Lateral Flow Tests - Tuesday 4th January 

Please ensure you send or take your child to the Assembly Hall tomorrow for their test as per the 

previous email. The Omicron variant is rife and we need to ensure that we minimise risk in 

school. Please ensure you or your child has a smart phone with them to ensure the test can be 

registered and the result sent to school. School staff will be present at the venue. After this initial 

testing, we encourage pupils to test regularly. Pupils can request more tests from school - we still 

have tests and will update you if we are running low, as well as distributing them regularly as long 

as we have them in stock. Please try and stick to the times below and ensure your child attends. 

8.30 am Year 9 

9.00 am Year 7 

9.45 am Year 10 

10.30 am Year 11 

11.00 am Year 12/13 

11.45 am Year 8 

Tuesday 4th January - learning 

Due to the large number of staff that have already informed me that they have tested positive 

over the holidays, there will be no on-line lessons in the afternoon. Instead, we will be 

planning for the week ahead and how we can safely operate ensuring an updated risk 

assessment and contingency plans. However, we would like all pupils to undertake a well-being 

survey to check on their mental health and this can be found in the Key Stage 3 (7-9), 4 (10-11) 

or 5 (post 16) Noticeboard in Google Classroom. 

Wednesday 5th January 

We hope pupils will return to school as normal, as long as they remain free of Covid. We will 

however have an extended tutor session to inform pupils of the current situation and new controls 

etc. Please check Parent Mail however regularly as there will be contingency plans necessary 



 

(which may well involve remote learning) if staff absence is over 25% or there are other obstacles to 

running a safe school. 

Pupils with Covid or symptoms 

Pupils that have had Covid should not return until 10 days have elapsed after they displayed symptoms (or 

the day of the test if they did not have symptoms). A return earlier than this should only take place if the 

child has recorded negative lateral flow tests on days 6 and 7 of their self-isolation period, in which case 

they could return on day 8. In all cases they should not return if they have a high temperature or are feeling 

unwell, in these circumstances, you should seek medical advice. For return after 7 days following two 

consecutive lateral flow tests, please confirm the two tests were negative and taken on consecutive days 

with at least 24 hours between tests. All correspondence should be sent to 

covidpupil@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk. Please try and email as the office phones were very busy before 

the end of term - we can always get back to you if you request this. Pupils can attend school if family 

members have Covid but should take a daily LFT test. 

Google Classroom 

Pupils should log onto Google Classroom for their lessons if they are well enough and access the 

resources - these are unlikely to be live unless a whole year group or large number are absent. 

Face Masks 

As you have no doubt heard in the news, face masks will be compulsory for all pupils in classrooms and 

communal indoor areas (except those exempt who must wear their lanyards). Please ensure your child 

has at least 2 face masks. We simply cannot keep giving these out to pupils and will continue to charge £1 

for any we have to give out. If you are struggling with the cost of these, please contact 

eaustin@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk and we can provide some support. All pupils should follow TfL 

guidance and wear face masks on buses or trains. 

Christmas Carol Trip - Wednesday 5th January 

This will go ahead as planned at present. 

Vaccination 

We are likely to be able to run a second vaccination programme in school some time this term and will 

keep you updated. We encourage all unvaccinated pupils to access a vaccination locally in the meantime. 

We will do our best to ensure that we provide the best education that we can to your children, whatever the 

future holds, and to support them mentally and physically as well. Please do contact us if you have any 

concerns or need any support and we will ensure we do what we can for you and your child/ren. 

Please ensure your child is fully equipped for the start of term and all the uniform rules, especially around 

piercings and nails are followed. We do not have the time to waste challenging what are standard and 

simple rules to follow and are expected in all schools. 

All the best 

Emma Hillman 

Headteacher 
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