
 

  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

It is with great sadness that I need to inform you that I will be leaving Heathcote at 

the end of the school year. I have learnt so much over the last 5 years and had the 

pleasure and privilege of getting to know your children and the committed staff team 

at the school. The school has been on an amazing journey and will continue to do so, 

making sure that every child reaches their potential in school and beyond. I am super 

confident that the next Head will bring a fresh pair of eyes to that journey and take 

the school to even bigger and better places. 

I think it is important to explain why so that you are clear that it is not an issue with 

the school, which I love, as I am sure you are aware. However, as my daughter has 

got older, it has become increasingly difficult to separate school from home. Living in 

the area of a school brings many positives, and was a necessity as a single mother 

when my daughter was young. She now frequently begs me not to ‘do a job where 

you know everyone and everyone knows you!’ Whilst that is not completely true, it 

has made me think and reflect, and hence I applied for a school that is local, but not 

that local! I will therefore be taking up my second Headship at Wanstead High in 

September, which I was offered on Friday. 

However, until then it is business as usual, and I want to ensure that no one in the 

school community feels anxious about the next steps. We will ensure there is clear 

communication about the process of finding a new Head (which has already started) 

and I reiterate again that we aim for a seamless transition and the Governors and I 

have confidence that the school will build on all its successes and continue to grow 

and develop. 

Thank you all for all you have done to support me in this role and I will make sure I 

spend the last 6 months working as hard as I can with my team to be the very best 

and keep reflecting on feedback and performance. 

All the best 

Emma Hillman 

Headteacher 

 


