
 

 

 

 

 

 

29th March 2022 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

It is frightening how quickly time is passing; I can’t believe we are coming to the end 

of the Spring Term. The first half of the Summer Term is also unusually short and we 

have a bank holiday at the start, as well as a bank holiday on 2nd May and an 

additional day’s holiday on 3rd May.  

The big event of next term is, of course, the exams for Year 11 and 13 that look like 

they will be definitely happening. Please see later in the letter for details of a Year 

12/13 Exam Information Evening. We hope to run one for Year 11 – details to follow. 

We are awaiting further information from the Government about Covid rules after 1st 

April and beyond, but, also what schools should do if pupils are ill with Covid during 

the exam period. We will keep you updated with all the relevant news. Pupils in Year 

11 and 13 have mock exams as soon as they return so should be planning, 

organising themselves and revising. These exams have been requested by the DfE, 

in case exams are cancelled, but will also serve to help teachers challenge 

misconceptions and identify gaps before the real event. Other pupils will have 

Challenge Week starting just before the May half term and this will include a first set 

of mocks for Year 10 and 12. 

Behaviour in the Community 

I feel very sad writing this as we have made so much progress in this area but 

behaviour in the community, mostly in Station Road, is simply currently not 

acceptable and is bringing the school into disrepute, disturbing the local community, 

as well as causing multiple discussions and condemnation on social media. 

Yesterday, a Twitter advert for school tours was hijacked by a thread about the 

incident on Station Road and this breaks my heart for the school’s reputation, and 

the impact on the vast majority of our community of parents and pupils doing the right 

thing and the local community. The school is doing all we can and this includes: 

• Educating pupils through assemblies and PIE lessons 

• Providing extensive free after-school enrichment and intervention 

• Having senior staff on Station Road every evening in hi-viz jackets 

I know that funding for youth services and public spaces is at an all time low and I do 

understand young people’s frustration but this behaviour simply cannot continue, 

especially when these pupils are not accessing what the school offers out of the 

classroom. I need you, as parents and carers, to take responsibility for where your 

children are after school. So many of you already do this but there are a number of 

who seem quite happy to let your children ‘hang around’ in large groups after school. 

Many pupils do not even need to go to Station Road, as it is not on their way home, 

but go there to gather and cause problems. We will be increasingly vigilant despite 

the time this takes school leaders away from other work and pupils who consistently  



 

 

cause problems will have to stay after school until they can be picked up as per the Behaviour 

Policy. Pupils involved in incidents or hanging around will not as now, be able to represent the 

school in teams, trips or activities. Pupils simply can’t represent the school one minute at a 

positive event and then behave like this out of school. I need to remind the whole community 

that the Behaviour Policy applies to pupils to and from the school and in any situation where 

they can be identified as being from the school. This will also continue to apply to pupils who 

are near an incident or just hanging around as we have consistently told pupils to ‘move away’ 

if anything happens. Pupils who were encouraging or moving towards the recent incident will 

also be sanctioned and parents spoken to. If there is anything else you think we can do to 

support your child or to tackle the problem, please do let me know. In a nutshell, this has to 

stop! Please feel free to share this part of the letter with any concerned members of the 

community. 

Water Bottles 

I have written about water bottles before and we will not tolerate water fights of any kind in 

school or the community. This is clear in our Behaviour Policy. Pupils should not bring any 

bottles over 500ml into school and should only carry one small, reusable bottle for drinking 

purposes. 

Bloody Knuckle Game 

Please be aware that there is a new craze around this game which involves a coin, please be 

mindful and talk to your children about the stupidity of this. A few pupils have come to medical 

with grazed knuckles – please search on google for further information. 

End of Term - Friday 1st April 2022 

Break time food will be served as normal, period 3 will be tutor time for year group celebrations  

and pupils will be released from 12pm with a packed lunch if they have free school meals – 

this should be taken home to be eaten. Pupils should, as always, go straight home. There are 

likely to be a number of pupils from other schools out and about and we want all our pupils to 

be safe and for there to be a calm end to term (see above). 

Start of Term - Tuesday 19th April 2022 

As we are moving from SIMS to a new Management Information System (MIS called Arbor), 

we will need to ask pupils to come in later on this day to ensure a smooth handover to the 

new system (we will keep you updated as to how Arbor will affect you and how it will change 

the information that you receive). You do need to know that the SIMs App will stop working 

from when we return and we will launch the new App next term. Year 11 have an English 

Mock exam so will need to start earlier, as well as Year 13 who have a History exam. 

Pupils should arrive at the following times: 

Year Group Arrival Time Late if enter after Entrance 

Year 7 11.05-11.10 am 11.15 am Whitehall Road 

Year 8 11.05-11.10 am 11.15 am Main 

Year 9 11.00-11.05 am 11.10 am Whitehall Road 

Year 10 11.00-11.05 am 11.10 am Main 

Year 11 – Mock Exam 09.55 -10.00 am 10.05 am Whitehall Road 

Year 12 Enter by 11.10 am 11.10 am Post 16 

Year 13 – History A Level 09.55 -10.00 am 10.05 am Post 16  

Year 13 - other Enter by 11.10 am 11.10 am Post 16 

 

 



 

Break food will not be served on this day and obviously there will be no breakfast club.  

Staffing 

We sadly say goodbye to Ms Zaman (Lead Practitioner and Teacher of Science) who leaves 

us to go on maternity leave and Ms Connor (HLTA) who is venturing off travelling, I would like 

to thank them for their commitment to teaching and supporting pupils and wish them all the 

best for the future. We have a few new starters joining us namely, Ms Ellison as a 

Communication Support Worker, Mr Sell as Site Services Officer and Ms Clarke, Pastoral 

Support Assistant, who will add great value to the school and we wish them a warm welcome. 

Reports 

Reports for Year 7-11 and Year 12 will go out on the SIMs App before the end of the week. 

These will also be sent out via email over the holidays due to the MIS changeover. Please do 

contact staff identified on the report if you have any questions or comments 

Post 16 Exam Information – Wednesday 20th April 

To support year 12 and 13 pupils during this exam period, we will be holding a parent/carer 

information evening on Wednesday 20 April at 5pm. This will be online, and you will be able to 

access the link to the live stream where Ms Elmi (Director of Sixth Form) and Ms Lewis (Lead 

of Year 12 and 13) will discuss how to best support pupils through their exams, help them 

cope with anxiety and stress and share upcoming events.  

Link: Parent/Carer Information evening  

Wednesday, 20 April · 5:00 – 5:30pm 

Google Meet joining info 

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/mpg-qpcg-ktn  

(this can also be access via Heathcote school website on the day) 

Sport 

I would like to again acknowledge and recognise all the amazing sporting talent at Heathcote 

and thank the pupils and PE department for all they do. Please do read about our latest 

successes in the newsletter and on social media.  

Trip to England v Ivory Coast Match 

Pupils behaviour was exemplary last night and this was commented on by other schools. 

Thank you to all staff and well done to the pupils chosen who were chosen by their Year Leads 

for excellent conduct. They arrived back at 12.20am but it was well worth it with a 3-0 win! 

National Theatre Connections 

Please do not forget that our pupils are performing ‘Like There’s No Tomorrow’ at Finchley 

Arts Depot on Tuesday 26th April – details are in the newsletter and we do hope we see many 

of you there to support our pupils in their performance in a professional theatre. 

Uniform 

Please ensure pupils return to school with correct uniform and do contact us if you need any 

help with this. May I remind you that we do not expect pupils to return with piercings – except 

one set in the earlobe – and we do not allow false or acrylic nails. Blazers are compulsory and 

must be worn at all times. This rule is relaxed after a certain date in the summer term, when  
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they may be removed but pupils must have them at all times for formal occasions such as 

assemblies, which we hope to return to in the Summer Term. 

Balls – a reminder again 

Next year, pupils who bring balls into school must ensure they are in a bag at all times unless 

they are in the designated play areas where balls are allowed. If in doubt, please ask. Any 

balls not in bags and/or being bounced inside school or non-designated areas will be 

confiscated. 

Parent Governor Application 

Details will be sent out early next term but we would really appreciate interested parents or 

carers putting themselves forward for this role. Please do talk to me, Ms Close or Mike 

Ashwell, Chair of Governors, if you would like to discuss this further. Please email 

sjohnson@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk if you would like to arrange this. 

Finally… 

I would like to wish you all a safe and happy Easter holiday and we hope that life will start to 

stop being so dramatic and we can return to a more stable future, both politically and 

economically. 

If any of you are concerned about finances, please do contact Ms Donoghue 

sdonoghue@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk and we may be able to help and support from the 

Hardship Fund. 

The school continues to think of all those in the Ukraine and displaced people all over the 

world. Please read the newsletter with details of how you can help the former. 

 

All the best 

 

 

Emma Hillman 

Headteacher 
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