
School re-opening in September

We cannot wait to have you 

back…



What do we want?
• We want school to be as normal as we can.

• There are some rules the government says we must follow if we are to open. 

This is to keep all children and adults safe. 

• You need to consider everyone one in the community.

• This means we have had to change some of the things about  how we

work.

• Any changes are temporary and will be reviewed every 3 weeks.  

• The most important thing to remember is that you will all will be enjoying 

being back in school, seeing your friends and teachers and most importantly 

learning. 

• Lots of pupils around the world have already gone back to school 

successfully.

• There will be similar processes in all secondary schools.

• There will be serious sanctions for those that practise unsafe behaviours.

• There will be a focus on praise for all those doing the right thing.



Other very important things

• There is a lot for us all to take in and you must make sure that you listen to 

the information and read any guidance carefully.

• We have to rely on you behaving in a mature and thoughtful manner. 

• Parents and pupils will need to sign a Covid Safety contract which will detail 

changes to the Behaviour Policy. 

• The rules and regulations are non-negotiable for all members of the 

community.

• You need to recognise that the academic year ahead is unlikely to be free 

from disruption. 

• We will continue to do everything in our power to ensure that the education 

that your children receive is of exceptional quality.



What’s changed?

We are having year groups back in on different mornings to allow 
us the time and space to get used to the changes.

All pupils start back properly together on Thursday 10th

September with the staggered entry and exit times.

Date Who Time Notes

Friday 4th September Year 7 and 12

See below for start time. All pupils finish at 

12.30 pm. Pupils will be able to access limited 

lunch options or need to bring a packed lunch

Year 7 pupils will hopefully 

undertake CAT tests on Friday 

or Monday

Monday 7th September Year 11 and 13

Tuesday 8th September Year 8 and 10

Wednesday 9th September Year 7, 9 and 12

From Thursday 10th September All pupils See times below



What’s changed?

All pupils start on Thursday 10th

September with the staggered entry and 
exit times indicated above.

Date Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

Whitehall

Road

Whitehall 

Road

Main 

entrance

Main 

entrance

Main 

entrance

Post 16 

entrance

Post 16 

entrance

Friday 4th September 8.40-12.30
9.00-12.30

Monday 7th September 8.50-12.30 9.00-12.30 

Tuesday 8th September
8.50-12.30 8.40-12.30

Wednesday 9th September
8.40-12.30 9.00-12.30 9.00-12.30

From Thursday 10th

September
8.40-2.40 8.50-2.50 9.00-3.00 8.40-2.40 8.50-2.50 9.00-3.00 9.00-3.00



1. A is for Attendance
• If you or someone in your  

family, has symptoms, you  

must stay at home and get a  

test. You must contact the 

school and let us know.

Symptoms:
• New, continuous cough

• A high temperature

• Loss of taste and /or smell



Attendance Procedures

• We will provide further information in a simple table about 

what to do if you or a family member has Covid 19 symptoms.

• All members of the community will also be given clear 

guidance about what to do if anyone feels they have or 

displays symptoms in school.

• There will be a separate medical room for any pupils or staff 

with symptoms.

• If a test is positive, we will consult with the relevant health 

authorities and let you know next steps.



2. B is for Big-hearted

• You must do all you can to look after

others in our community.

• Although children are less likely to get 

Covid, we have to protect your families 

and staff and their families who may be 

more vulnerable to infection.

• You must use tissues, and make  sure 

you ‘catch it, bin it, kill  it’.



3. C is for Clean
• You must sanitise or wash your hands  

when you get to school, at the  start of 

every lesson and before  and after

lunch.

• At the end of the lesson you must  clean 

any equipment you are asked to e.g.  

wiping computers.



4. D is for Distance
.

• You must keep separate from other  year groups 

• You must try to keep at least 1m  away from others in 

corridors and outside, and 2m if you can.

• You must make every effort to stay 2m away from 

adults.

• You must not touch each other.

• You must follow the one-way systems.



What do I wear?

• Wear your full school uniform.
• You will need to wear your PE kit all day 

on PE days but not on the first day.
• You will need a waterproof coat and a 

small umbrella as you may be outside 
more often

• All the same rules about uniform apply 
including banned items.



How should I travel?
• Walk, cycle or travel by car to school where  

possible so you avoid public transport
• You must wear a mask on public transport and 

this must be different to the mask you may 
choose to wear in school. You will need to put 
your mask in a bag inside your school bag or 
dispose of this when, or before you arrive at 
school, following guidance.

• Avoid mixing with other people, especially  other 
year groups, and go directly home  where
possible.



What about masks/face coverings?
• You can currently wear a mask in communal areas in school if you 

wish, but this is not required. This is the same for staff.
• You must remove the mask in lessons or at any other time if a 

member of staff asks you to. Some staff may choose to wear masks 
in communal areas or need to wear them in lessons. Some staff and 
pupils may need individual arrangements due to health needs and this 
might include the use of other PPE, such wearing as a visor.

• Masks must not cover your eyes, must be sensible and plain and will 
be confiscated if they  are misused. 

• Disposable masks should be discouraged because they are 
environmentally damaging and they should only be worn once.

• Face masks worn on public transport should not be worn in school 
and should be safely removed and placed in a bag within your school 
bag before entry.

• It is a good idea to have a 2 smaller bags in your school bag labelled 
‘clean’ and ‘dirty’ for your masks to help you to organise yourself.



What about masks/face coverings?



Hand sanitiser

• Although there will be ample hand sanitiser in school, it will 
speed things up and provide extra efficiency if pupils have their 
own sanitiser gel. This should be at least 60% alcohol.

• Pupils who suffer from conditions such as severe eczema can 
request an individual risk assessment if they feel this is 
necessary.



How will lessons work?

• As you know, the timetable was already changing to 5 

periods a day of one hour and a 2 week timetable.

• We will be operating a 2 week timetable but there will 

only be 4 lessons at this time to minimise movement.

• Breaks and lunches are staggered to allow pupils to 

access dining and outside areas at different times.

• Most of you will get the a similar learning time for 

each subject as in the original planned timetable so 

you will not lose out significantly on your planned 

curriculum.



What will lessons be like?
• Lessons will be as normal as possible. You will have less 

movement and you will have some changes to your normal 

planned teachers. You will get your timetable on your first

day.

• You will not queue up in corridors – go straight in.

• You must sanitise your hands at the start of every lesson.

• Desks will be facing forward and you must not sit face-to-face at  a 

distance of less than 2m.

• Some practical activities will not happen as normal, and you will  

have to clean computers after you have used them.



When will GCSE, BTEC and A 

Level exams take place?
• At present, we don’t know the answer to this and this is very frustrating for pupils 

and staff.

• We will ensure that you are prepared for the exams whenever they are. It is 

probably safe to assume they will be later than the normal exam series which is 

normally mid-May to mid-June.

• My advice to all Year 11 and 13 pupils is not to waste a second. Many pupils who 

decided to save their revision until the last minute may not have got the grades 

they deserve this year as we had to work on the evidence we had and past 

performance.

• Expect the worst and plan for it by getting organised and putting in 100% from 

day one.

• There will be intervention programmes in place once we have got school up and 

running.



What equipment do I need?
• You will not be allowed to share equipment in  lessons.

• You should bring everything you need with you,  including 

pens, pencils, rubber, ruler and  calculator as per the 

guidance.

• You should also have a reading book, small umbrella and 

large bottle of water but no other unnecessary items.

• Water fountains will be switched off.

• You will be given new exercise books and will  need to 

bring these to school as necessary for your lessons that 

day.

• Home tasks will be signposted via SMH and you may 

have to submit work through Google classroom.

• Lockers will not be accessible at the start.



How will break and lunches work?
• Break and lunch are staggered and will include time to eat and a 

short period of time outside.

• You must stay in your designated area. You will not be allowed to  

mix with other year groups.

• There will be separated queues. Follow signs and instructions.

• There will be some hot food and snacks available at lunchtime 

only but there will be a very limited choice each day and you will 

have to choose in advance.

• If you are eating inside, you will be asked to leave once you have  

finished to help with cleaning. Canteens will be regularly cleaned.



Food Choices
• All food arrangements will be reviewed before the end of the 3rd full 

week and further guidance issued. We will seek your feedback.

• Each day, there will be a choice of 4 main items - chicken burger, cheese 

panini/sandwich, pasta pot and jacket potato with a choice of topping.

• These must be ordered in advance for the full period by all pupils with free 

school meals and those who select this option. Pupils will have a chance to 

do this on the first day they are in. The meal will be one price - £2.56 and 

include fruit and a bottle of water.

• Payment for the period will be one day (2 days for 7 and 12) as a 

staggered start plus Thursday and Friday 10 and 11th September plus 

the next 3 weeks. This will be paid through Parent Mail as a one-item 

purchase.

• Pupils cannot have packed lunch some days and school dinners on 

another day.



How do I move around?

• You must follow the one-way systems both  

inside and outside of the building.

• Follow the signs that you see around the site.

• Use the correct entrances and exits and  

follow instructions.

• You will not normally wait outside 

classrooms.
• Wait outside offices and enter only when told.

• There will be toilet opportunities at break and 

lunchtime.



How do I move around?
• On your first day, you 

will be walked around 

and shown your area 

and how the one way 

systems and 

exit/entries work.

• You will soon get 

used to this and, if in 

doubt, ask.

• There are many signs 

that you will need to 

read.



What about well-being?

• There will be a programme for all pupils to help 
you get used to  being in school again.

• There will be additional support  groups for 
others who need them.

• If you are worried, talk to your Head of Year or
someone from the Pastoral Team. You can email
the school before you start if you are particularly
concerned.

• If it is a serious matter, talk to the Safeguarding
Team.



Will there be clubs?

• There will be no clubs or intervention at the 

start of term.

• There may be some outside lettings in the 

building in the evening, but these will only be 

permitted if we approve the risk 

assessments and if we can guarantee 

cleaning before and after these activities



Questions?

• Write down any questions that you might have.

• There will be plenty of time for you to ask questions on 

the first  day.

• Make sure you read and listen to all the information sent 

out.

• If there are urgent matters or problems, you can email the  

school and we will respond.

• See you in September! We’ve got this!


