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Studying geography arms students with a mix of skills employers want to see: Geography 
students generally do well in terms of their relatively high employment rates. You could attribute 

this to the fact that the degree helps develop a whole range of employability skills including 
numeracy, teamwork through regular field trips, analytical skills in the lab and a certain technical 
savviness through using various specialist computing applications. Also, the subject area in itself 
cultivates a world view and a certain cultural sensitivity. These all potentially help a geographer to 

stand out in the labour market. 
Nick Keeley, Director of Careers at Newcastle University 
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‘Geography matters now more than ever because of global crises that range from migration to 

climate change to pandemics.’ 

 
 
Geography is not just a subject but is part of our everyday lives.  
 
It is not only an important and fascinating subject but it also develops a wide range of skills that 
support other subjects and are valued by employers.  
These skills include for example: data presentation, data analysis, literacy, numeracy, 
independence and teamwork (through fieldwork and controlled assessment), problem solving and 
evaluation.  
 
Geography is highly valued by universities as an A Level choice. The Russell  
Group report, published in 2015, names Geography as one of the eight facilitating subjects for top 

performing universities. This is a subject most likely to be required or preferred for entry to degree 

courses and choosing facilitating subjects will keep more options open to you at university. 

Success at A Level Geography 

How to be successful at A-level Geography: 

Step 1: Organisation of your notes and hand-outs 

You will need to buy a sturdy arch lever file and a set of plastic wallets. 

All the handouts you receive from both your Geography teachers should be dated and labelled as 

to which part of the A level they are relevant to. The folders will be inspected on a regular basis. 

Step 2: Further reading 

It is important that you make additional notes to those made in class by doing further reading using 

both your set textbook and also additional books from the library. Keep your reading records up to 

date. 

Step 3: Carrying out additional research 

It is crucial that you research the topics that you are studying by using the internet. Your 

Geography teacher will give you some suggested sites to look at and make notes from. 

Step 4: Meeting Deadlines 

It is essential that you hand homework in on time. Failure to hand homework in on time will result 

in your Geography teacher contacting home. 

Step 5: Attendance 

It is essential that you have good attendance to lessons. If you miss any lessons you should make 

sure that you catch up on any notes that are missed.  
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How to get the most from Geography lessons 

Geography lessons should be an enjoyable experience and below are a few points which explain 

how to get the most out of lessons. 

Remember: Lessons provide you with a valuable insight into the subject besides just reading the 

textbook. They can provide new information and help to clarify your understanding. 

Preparing for lessons 

Know your course: Find out how your lessons relate to the unit you are completing and the course 

as a whole. Look in your unit handbook, exam board website or wider research for more 

information or ask your tutor. 

Reading before a lesson: Complete any work set by a teacher or find out if there is any 

recommended reading you can do in preparation. Preparatory reading will make it easier for you to 

engage with the lesson content. When the lessons are linked in a series, you should also review 

your notes from the previous lesson. 

Taking notes: Make sure your notes are complete but try to avoid taking too many detailed notes 

or just copying straight from your textbook. A dense transcript will be difficult to work with at a later 

stage. The following techniques will help you make structured, useful notes. 

1. Using structure in your notes: Use headings to order information. Highlight examples and 

illustrations. 

2. Using your own words: Try putting each point in your own words will help you understand and 

recall the lesson content. 

3. Using fewer words: Reduce the number of words you use in taking notes. Detailed notes are 

of little use in remembering facts and ideas. 

• Use keywords to represent points or ideas briefly. 

• Add brief details of any examples or evidence that support a point. 

4. Using hand-outs: Teachers use hand-outs to help you follow the lesson and to highlight 

important information. You can maximise the benefits of hand-outs by adding your own comments. 

• Highlight keywords. 

• Add colour to categorise information. 

• Add notes in the margin. 
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A Level Geography 

At A Level students will complete areas of study 1 and 2 in year 12 and continue to study areas 3 

and 4 in year 13: 

1. Dynamic Landscapes – This consists of a study of “Tectonic hazards” (topic 1); earthquakes 

and volcanoes and their secondary hazards such as tsunamis. We will also study either “Glaciated 

Landscapes and Change”(topic 2A) or “Coastal Landscapes and Change” (topic 2B). 

2. Dynamic Places – This consists of a compulsory study of “Globalisation”(topic 3); its causes, 

impacts and the key players involved in the interdependence of places. We will then study either 

“Regenerating places”(topic 4A) or “Diverse places” (topic 4B). 

3. Physical Systems and Sustainability – This consists of topic 5 “The Water Cycle and Water 

Insecurity” and then topic 6 “The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security”. 

4. Human Systems and Geopolitics – This consists of topic 7 “Superpowers” and then topic 8 

“Global Development and Connections” within which there are two optional sections and students 

must study either “Health, Human Rights and Intervention” (topic 8A) or “Migration, Identity and 

Sovereignty” (topic 8B) 

Fieldwork 

There is a requirement for students to complete 4 days’ fieldwork. This will relate to the themes of 

globalisation, regeneration or health or human rights and intervention, depending on the student’s 

preference. The approximate cost for this trip will be £350 which can be paid in instalments. 

How your Geography A-Level will be assessed: 

A Level Geography is assessed with three exams and one piece of coursework, the independent 

investigation. 

Papers 1 and 2 are on both 2 hours and 15 minutes in length and account for 30% of the 

qualification. These assess knowledge and understanding of all areas of study, paper one for 

topics 1, 2A or 2B, 5 and 6 and paper two for topics 3, 4A or 4B, 7 and 8 including 8A or B. 

Paper 3 is also 2 hours and 15 minutes in length but accounts for 20% of the final qualification and 

will be a synoptic assessment based on a geographical issue within a place-based context. 

The independent investigation will account for 20% of the qualification. Students are required to 

undertake an independent investigation that involves (but which need not be restricted to) 

fieldwork. The focus of the investigation must be derived from the specification the student is 

studying.  

See sample assessment pages at: www.edexcel.com/alevelgeography16   

 

 

http://www.edexcel.com/alevelgeography16
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Careers pathways in Geography 

Why choose Geography?  

Please watch this video: https://youtu.be/hCgcSG_C4K0  

 

  

 

 

Superpower Pre- Reading – Please read through before completing the 

activities on the following pages. 

The Effectiveness of Soft & Hard Power in Contemporary International Relations  

Jan-Philipp N E Wagner, May 14 2014 
 
This content was written by a student and assessed as part of a university degree. E-IR publishes 
student essays & dissertations to allow our readers to broaden their understanding of what is 
possible when answering similar questions in their own studies. 

The first part of this essay explains the concepts of hard and soft power with referring to their 
combination, soft power. Then, the effectiveness of the two concepts is assessed by discussing 
different examples of their use in foreign policy making. This discussion also includes examples for 

https://youtu.be/hCgcSG_C4K0
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the use of smart power. The essay states that soft power is the more effective and efficient 
concept in contemporary global politics because of its endurance and sustainability. Hard power, 
however, is less useful today as the global system changes in its disfavour. In addition to soft 
power, smart power strategies play an important role in the contemporary international system. 

The idea to distinguish between hard power and soft power was first introduced by Nye more than 
two decades ago (1990). In general, he defines power as the “ability to affect others to get the 
outcomes one wants” (2009, p. 61) and command or hard power as coercive power wielded 
through inducements or threats (2009, p. 63). Hard power is based on military intervention, 
coercive diplomacy and economic sanctions (Wilson, 2008, p. 114) and relies on tangible power 
resources such as armed forces or economic means (Gallarotti, 2011, p. 29). Thus, the German 
invasion into Poland in 1939 and the UN economic sanctions against Iraq in 1991 following the 
first Gulf War are examples for the use of hard power. 

In contrast, co-optive or “soft power is the capacity to persuade others to do what one wants” 
(Wilson, 2008, p. 114). According to Nye, persuasive power is based on attraction and emulation 
and “associated with intangible power resources such as culture, ideology, and institutions” (2009, 
p. 63). Cooper emphasises the importance of legitimacy for the concept of soft power (2004, p. 
173). State activities need to be perceived as legitimate in order to enhance soft power. The 
dispersion of American culture within the Eastern bloc during the Cold War indicate the existence 
of American soft power and more recent processes of EU enlargement are indices for soft power 
possessed by the EU (cf. Nye, 2009, pp. 63-64). 

The concept of hard and soft power is a continuum with several instruments of different degrees of 
coercion or persuasion. These instruments are punishment, compulsion, inducement, agenda 
setting, persuasion and attraction (cf. Smith-Windsor, 2000, p. 52). 

The effectiveness of hard and soft power approaches depends on the accessibility of power 
resources (see Heywood, 2011, Figure 9.1). Large states such as the USA or Russia with a higher 
national income are financially able to maintain large armed forces and to put other states 
economically under pressure. For smaller states, these traditional tools of hard power are more 
difficult to obtain. The accessibility of soft power resources though depends much less on the size 
of a state. As the example of Norway shows, small states have definitely the ability to build soft 
power (cf. Nye, 2004, pp. 111-112; and Leonard, 2002, p.53). 

Heng, however, explains the importance of the nature of soft power resources in his comparison of 
Japanese and Chinese soft power strategies. He stresses for example that Japan’s war history 
forms the main limitation to its soft power (2010, p. 299), whereas China’s “competitive state-led 
model and its authoritarian political system” hinder the full utilisation of its soft power potential 
(ibid., p. 300). Hence, a state’s given soft power resources – such as its historical legacy and 
societal system – determine the strength and therefore the effectiveness of its soft power. 

Another important aspect of the hard-soft-power continuum is time. It appears that generating hard 
power requires much less time as its resources are tangible. In contrast, soft power takes 
relatively long to build as its intangible resources develop over a long period of time. Similarly, the 
temporal dimension of the gain of hard power and soft power strategies differs: while military or 
economic coercion tends to result in an immediate but short-duration outcome, attraction and 
persuasion have the tendency to cause long-term change. This is due to an inherent aspect of the 
concept: as hard power forces one to act in a way different to one’s usual behaviour, one does so 
involuntarily. On the contrary, soft power changes one’s attitude to the end that one acts 
voluntarily in a way different to one’s usual behaviour. Gallarotti stresses that hard power evokes 
compelled action, whereas soft power induces voluntary action. Furthermore, he states that 
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compulsion leads to conflict and voluntariness to consent (2011, p. 30) which explains why soft 
power solutions tend to last longer than hard power solutions. For example, the repressive 
measures put onto Germany after the Great War provoked another World War, whereas the soft 
power used to construct the European Union resulted in almost 70 years of Europe-wide peace. 

Smith-Windsor argues that the borders between hard and soft power blur (2000). He stresses that 
armed forces can also be “called to participate in humanitarian and interposition peacekeeping 
operations” expressing the attractiveness of military means (2000, p. 53). The use of armed forces 
is, according to him, therefore not to be seen at the hard power pole of the hard-soft-power 
continuum. 

Indeed, some foreign policy strategies may be perceived as effective combinations of the two 
poles of the power continuum. This idea was taken up and coined “smart power” by Nossel (cf. 
Nossel, 2004) and Nye (cf. Nye, 2004). Armitage and Nye state in 2007 that smart power draws 
from both hard and soft power resources (p. 7). They define the concept as “an approach that 
underscores the necessity of a strong military, but also invests heavily in alliances, partnerships, 
and institutions” (ibid.). According to Wilson, smart power is “the capacity (…) to combine 
elements of hard and soft power in ways that are mutually reinforcing” (2008, p. 115). 

Moving on from the definitional part of this paper. The characteristics of the contemporary world 
order weaken the effectiveness of hard power strategies. Based on Nye (1990), Hackbarth defines 
the following characteristics (2008, pp. 2-3): globalisation-driven economic interdependence; the 
rise of transnational actors; the resurgence of nationalism in weak states; the spread of military 
technology; and the changed nature of international political problems. In 2008, Nye added the 
wide-spread access to information to this list (p. 99) and Gallarotti stresses that also the growth of 
democracy hinders the effectiveness of hard power (2011, p. 40). 

An example for the ineffectiveness of basing foreign policy making solely on hard power strategies 
is the U.S. invasion into Iraq in 2003. According to Steinberg, “the strategy [of the invasion of Iraq] 
failed to understand what elements of power were needed most to defeat the emerging threat” 
from terrorist groups (2008, p. 159). This misunderstanding resulted in ignoring two key elements 
of soft power: the Bush administration firstly forgot about the USA’s dependence on their allies’ 
intelligence and policy forces and on global public support; and secondly, the question of the 
legitimacy of the invasion was not attributed any importance (ibid., p. 160). In the short term, these 
mistakes led to the failure of the action. In the long term, they have caused the degradation of 
American soft power as “the strategy undermined the U.S. global position” (ibid., p. 160) and 
“global public confidence in U.S. leadership” (ibid., p. 157). The USA felt the endurance of this 
damage for instance when facing problems of their development aid programs in Africa (cf. 
Hackbarth, 2008; and see below). 

Due to the above mentioned factors limiting the effectiveness of hard power, it is hard to find 
successful foreign policies solely based on hard power resources. Many states now enact soft 
power rather than hard in its external relations. India’s foreign policy for instance is presently within 
the process of this transition. Wagner lists two main reasons for this transition: On the one hand, 
“India’s hard power approach of the 1970s and 1980s was not very successful” (Wagner, 2005, p. 
2); and on the other hand, the economic advancement after 1991 facilitated the use of economic 
tools in foreign policy (ibid.). This explanation mirrors some of the above mentioned factors 
triggering the decline in the use of hard power. 

On the other hand, also the concept of soft power has its weak points. Cooper lists three points of 
weakness. He firstly questions the strength of culture as a soft power resource as cultural 
influence does not equal political power (2004, p. 170). Secondly, the desirability of the outcomes 
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of soft power strategies depends on particular circumstances which cannot necessarily be 
influenced by states (ibid., p. 171). Finally, he challenges the actual benefit of agenda setting as 
the positive results of those practices seem to occur long after their originators’ demises (ibid., 
p.171). 

The U.S. Africa Command can be seen as an unsuccessful soft power strategy. According to 
Morrison and Hicks, it was initially set up for three reasons: oil, terrorism and ungoverned spaces 
in Africa, and China’s increased influence in Africa (2007, p. 1). Despite these hard power 
reasons, AFRICOM was sold as a soft power strategy which resulted in the perception of 
imperialist intentions the USA might pursue in Africa (Hackbarth, 2008, pp. 9-10). Together with 
the isochronal Iraq invasion, this perception damaged the American soft power. 

Nevertheless, ineffective soft power strategies are usually the exception. The following examples 
show how soft power can be used effectively. The first example is the European Union and its 
ability to attract new members. The EU is a leading intergovernmental organisation and its 
success generates among non-members states the desire to participate in the project of European 
integration. Based on this promising foundation, the EU’s “soft power derives from its readiness to 
offer a seat at the decision making table” (Cooper, 2004, pp. 179-180). This attractiveness assures 
peace and safety among European states and the process of EU enlargement further strengthens 
its position at the global level. Thus, the EU’s soft power is beneficial for its member states as well 
as for the EU itself. 

Volunteering and intercultural exchanges appear to be another kind of soft power that is 
increasingly used in today’s global politics. Rieffel and Zalud describe the positive effect of 
volunteering from an American perspective as follows: 

Overseas volunteer work is a form of soft power that contributes measurably to the security and 
well-being of Americans. Volunteers (…) contribute to institutional capacity building, social capital, 
democratic governance, and a respect for human rights, all of which help to make the world a 
safer place for Americans both at home and abroad. (2006, p. 1) 

Thus, volunteering is beneficial for both the host and the home countries as it promotes 
intercultural understanding and therefore conflict prevention. 

An example for employed smart power is the US-American effort to strengthen its influence in 
Africa. According to Hackbarth (2008, pp. 6-10), this strategy embodies three instruments: 

(i) the African Growth and Opportunity Act is a program of bilateral trade agreements bound to 
certain political, economic and social reforms (ibid., pp. 6-7). 

(ii) the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, is “the largest commitment ever by a single 
nation towards an international health initiative” (The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, 
2009, p. 1). The program provides financial means to realise national policies combatting 
AIDS/HIV (Hackbarth, 2008, pp. 6-7). 

(iii) the Millennium Challenge Corporation is a financial aid program “based on the principle that 
aid is most effective when it reinforces good governance, economic freedom and investments in 
people” (The MCC 2008 cited in Hackbarth, 2008, p. 8). 

These three programs have in common that they combine the attractiveness of money with the 
demand for political, social and economic development. The underlying principle is simple: in order 
to be eligible for partaking in the programs, a state has to meet the conditions set by the USA. 
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Because the attractiveness of money is such a strong persuasive tool this type of development aid 
is a good example for an effective smart power strategy. As Mead states, “the generosity of U.S. 
humanitarian assistance abroad enhances U.S. soft power” (2004, p. 51). 

Hard power is coercive power executed through military threats and economic inducements and 
based on tangible resources such as the army or economic strength. In contrast, soft power is 
persuasive power deriving from attraction and emulation and grounded on intangible resources 
such as culture. Although they are oppositional approaches to power, their combination, smart 
power, has its place in academic debate and policy making. Overall, it appears that soft power 
strategies are more effective in the contemporary international system than hard power strategies. 
The demise of hard power is caused by changes in the world order, whereas the strength of soft 
power is based on its endurance and sustainability. As soft power has weaknesses, too, it is worth 
considering the strength of smart power strategies. 

Written by: Jan-Philipp N E Wagner 
Written at: University of Dundee 

Written for: Edzia Carvalho 
Date Written: March 2014 

http://www.e-ir.info/2014/05/14/the-effectiveness-of-soft-hard-power-in-contemporary-

international-relations/ 

 

 

Activities 

TOPIC 7 SUPERPOWERS  

EQ1 What are 

superpowers and 

how have they 

changed over time? 

3.2 What is a 

superpower? 

1. How did America 

become a superpower? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BShvYeyMm_Y  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.e-ir.info/2014/05/14/the-effectiveness-of-soft-hard-power-in-contemporary-international-relations/
http://www.e-ir.info/2014/05/14/the-effectiveness-of-soft-hard-power-in-contemporary-international-relations/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BShvYeyMm_Y
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2. What are the 7 factors that that help a country to gain superpower status?  

Hard power is a coercive approach to international political relations, especially one that involves 

the use of military power. 

Soft power is a persuasive approach to international relations, typically involving the use of 

economic or cultural influence. 

Complete this table about mechanisms of power: 

Mechanism 

of power 

Hard 

or 

Soft  

How it helps superpowers to 

maintain power 

Limitations  Superpower 

example  

1. Physical 

size & 

geographical 

position 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

2. Economic 

power & 

influence 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

3.  

Demographic 

factors 
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4. Political 

factors 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

5. Military 

strength 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

6. Cultural 

influence 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

7. Access to 

natural 

resources 
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6. So which are the leading powers – rank and justify the countries in the table. 

7. Why do mechanisms of power change over time? Make notes on MACKINDERS theory: 

 In 1904, Mackinder, a British geographer, developed theories about global power and the 
continents.  

 He believed that whoever controlled Europe and Asia – the biggest landmass – would 
control the world.  

 He believed in a heartland extending from Eastern Europe into Russia, at the centre of 
which was a pivot.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Short answer questions: 

 Explain why defence spending is seen as a crucial development of superpower status  (4 
marks)  

 Explain how ‘soft power’ can be used to maintain superpower status. (4) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. How has global influence changed over time? Put these events in order… 

USA, EU & 
CHINA 
multipoiwer world 
with many 
superpowers 
including India & 
Russia 

USA & USSR 
COLD WAR 

USA only true 
superpower 
following the 
collapse of the 
USSR (1991) & 
the fall of Europe 
– Unipolar world 

Increasing power 
in the USA & 
RUSSIA & the 
rise of Nazi 
Germany – 
Multipolar world. 

BRITISH 
EMPIRE UK 
dominant global 
power controlling 
25% of the land 
area 

1800 1918 1945 1989-91 2009 
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10. What other features are there of a superpower? 

 

 

11. Exam essay question 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Using Figure 3, comment on the value of the three different ways of measuring 

superpower status. (10)  

 



 

 
Page 15 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Page 16 

 

  

 

Independent Research 

1. How does the geological structure of the coast influence the development of coastal 

landscapes? 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html  

2. What effect will sea level rise have on coastlines? 

http://www.theguardian.com/environment/sea-level  

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/climateChange/general/coastalErosion.html  

3. Why is Bangladesh so at risk from coastal flooding? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/water_rivers/river_flooding_management_re

v6.shtml  

http://coolgeography.co.uk/Alevel/AQA/Year%2012/Rivers_Floods/Flooding/Bangladesh/Banglade

sh.htm  

4. Find four images representing a range of mass movement along the coastline. Annotate them in 

detail and include examples of where they have occurred around the world 

5. What is the difference between eustatic and isostatic sea level change? 

Pre Knowledge Topics - Coasts 

1. Use GIS (Google Earth) to map of a variety of coastal landscapes in the UK and around the 

world, e.g. cliffs, sand dunes, hard rock or soft rock coasts. 

2. Draw field sketches of 2 contrasting coastlines. 

3. Use http://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm to measure rates of erosion over time along 

contrasting coastlines 

4. Annotate images to show a range of approaches to coastal management and their 

environmental impact. 

5. Create a map of the sediment cells around the UK. 

6. Sketch and annotate a recurved spit to show its formation. 

7. Annotate diagrams to show the different types of erosion and transportation at the coast. 

8. Draw sketches of concordant and discordant coastlines. 

9. Draw and annotate the formation of a stump. 

10. Find the definition for the following key terms on the next page: 

 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/geologyOfBritain/viewer.html
http://www.theguardian.com/environment/sea-level
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/climateChange/general/coastalErosion.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/water_rivers/river_flooding_management_rev6.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/water_rivers/river_flooding_management_rev6.shtml
http://coolgeography.co.uk/Alevel/AQA/Year%2012/Rivers_Floods/Flooding/Bangladesh/Bangladesh.htm
http://coolgeography.co.uk/Alevel/AQA/Year%2012/Rivers_Floods/Flooding/Bangladesh/Bangladesh.htm
http://wtp2.appspot.com/wheresthepath.htm
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Abrasion 

Attrition 

Backwash 

Berm 

Beach nourishment 

Constructive waves 

Corrasion 

Corrosion 

Deltas 

Destructive waves 

Do Nothing 

Eustatic 

Fetch 

Gabion 

Groyne 

Hard engineering 

Hold the line 

Hydraulic action 

Isostatic 

Longshore drift 

Managed retreat 

Mass Movement 

Revetment 

Saltation 

Sediment cell 

Slumping 

Soft Engineering 
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Recommended Wider Reading 

Books Factfullness by (Geography Legend) Hans Rosling https://www.amazon.co.uk/Factfulness-

Reasons-Wrong-Things-Better/dp/1473637465    

Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall - https://www.amazon.co.uk/Prisoners-Geography-

EverythingGlobalPolitics/dp/1783962437/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=158746

6374&sr=1-1 

The Almighty Dollar – by Dharshini David https://www.amazon.co.uk/Almighty-Dollar-Incredible-

JourneyEconomy/dp/1783963980/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1587466428&s

r=1-1    

Adventures in the Anthropocene – by Gaia Vince https://www.amazon.co.uk/Adventures-

Anthropocene-Journey-

PlanetPatterns/dp/1784873616/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr    

Textbooks:  

Year 1: Geography A-Level Textbook: https://tinyurl.com/yczyecu6  

Year 2: Geography A-Level Textbook: https://tinyurl.com/y7oagthm  

Magazine Subscriptions and news websites:  

New Internationalist: This is highly recommended for some amazing stories and insight into 

what’s going on with global issues, geopolitics, and the environment and general case studies that 

you will be able to apply at A-Level. https://newint.org/  

Geography Review: Up to date case studies, articles and reviews of issues directly related to the 

A-Level Edexcel specification.  

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/geography/products/16-18/geography-review-

magazine-volume-33,-2019-20  

The Conversation.com  

We can highly recommend you use this! This you will find is useful to support many of your A 

Levels. It provides up to date articles from academics and specialists in the field written in a way 

that is accessible to all, summarising key points in short but insightful articles.  

http://theconversation.com/uk 

BBC news: An excellent source of up to date articles – explore the key headings such as 

Science, as well as the UK, World and other stories. https://www.bbc.co.uk/news 

The Guardian: Again, many useful articles and logically ordered – keep an eye on the 

Environment, Science, Society, Global Development stories in particular!  

https://www.theguardian.com/uk 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Factfulness-Reasons-Wrong-Things-Better/dp/1473637465
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Factfulness-Reasons-Wrong-Things-Better/dp/1473637465
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Prisoners-Geography-EverythingGlobalPolitics/dp/1783962437/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1587466374&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Prisoners-Geography-EverythingGlobalPolitics/dp/1783962437/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1587466374&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Prisoners-Geography-EverythingGlobalPolitics/dp/1783962437/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1587466374&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Almighty-Dollar-Incredible-JourneyEconomy/dp/1783963980/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1587466428&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Almighty-Dollar-Incredible-JourneyEconomy/dp/1783963980/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1587466428&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Almighty-Dollar-Incredible-JourneyEconomy/dp/1783963980/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1587466428&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Adventures-Anthropocene-Journey-PlanetPatterns/dp/1784873616/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Adventures-Anthropocene-Journey-PlanetPatterns/dp/1784873616/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Adventures-Anthropocene-Journey-PlanetPatterns/dp/1784873616/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr
https://tinyurl.com/yczyecu6
https://tinyurl.com/y7oagthm
https://newint.org/
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/geography/products/16-18/geography-review-magazine-volume-33,-2019-20
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/geography/products/16-18/geography-review-magazine-volume-33,-2019-20
http://theconversation.com/uk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news
https://www.theguardian.com/uk
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Podcasts: 

Now is the time to broaden your geographical understanding! Stick your headphones in and listen 

to some of the following…  

Costing the Earth – There are some great podcasts here to pick from on a wide variety of 

geographical issues (many topics, including amongst others.. climate change, carbon, urban 

greening, deforestation, alternative power, plastics etc.) 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r4wn/episodes/player 

Royal Geographical Society – “Ask the Geographer podcasts” A fantastic set of podcasts to keep 

A Level studies up-to-date with the latest geographical research – pick out some that interest you 

and give them a go! https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts 

Top Documentary and Film Ideas…..  

Free Solo, 2018: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urRVZ4SW7WU   

The Dawn Wall, 2018: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edfw9ip9sCQ   

Valley Uprising, 2014: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o86TpaSBcWw    

Last breath, 2019: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSJL57Gq2OQ  

North Face, 2010: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lkEfgPsOa0  

- Deepwater Horizon, 2010: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yASbM8M2vg  

- Before the flood, 2016: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UGsRcxaSAI  

- Climate change - the facts: https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00049b1/climate-change-

the-facts  

- Cowspiracy, 2014: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nV04zyfLyN4  

- Chasing coral, 2017: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6fHA9R2cKI  

- Blackfish, 2013: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLOeH-Oq_1Y  

- Touching the Void, 2003 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ddeq-vRCZ8k  

- Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom (2013): No link available  

- Hotel Rwanda (2004): No link available  

- The Last King of Scotland (2006): No link available  

- Blood Diamond (2006): No link available  

 Other top documentaries and films The following are all available on iPlayer. 

 - The Americas with Simon Reeve https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00095p0/the-

americas-with-simon-reeve  

- Simon Reeve around the world https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06rrnkm  Mediterranean 

with Simon Reeve https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0bnb6tt/mediterranean-with-simon-

reeve   

David Attenborough Box Sets – there are 9 amazing boxsets available on iplayer from David 

Attenborough exploring our amazing world https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06m42d9  

The following are all available on ITV Hub - Britain Underwater: Fighting the Floods 

https://www.itv.com/hub/britain-underwater-fighting-the-floods/7a0157  

- Joanna Lumley’s Hidden Caribbean: Havana to Haiti https://www.itv.com/hub/joanna-lumleys-

hidden-caribbean-havana-to-haiti/2a7578 The following are all available on Channel 4 – On 

Demand - When the Immigrants Leave (Dispatches) 

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/69555-001  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r4wn/episodes/player
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urRVZ4SW7WU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=edfw9ip9sCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o86TpaSBcWw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSJL57Gq2OQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lkEfgPsOa0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yASbM8M2vg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UGsRcxaSAI
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00049b1/climate-change-the-facts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m00049b1/climate-change-the-facts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nV04zyfLyN4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6fHA9R2cKI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLOeH-Oq_1Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ddeq-vRCZ8k
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00095p0/the-americas-with-simon-reeve
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00095p0/the-americas-with-simon-reeve
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06rrnkm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0bnb6tt/mediterranean-with-simon-reeve
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0bnb6tt/mediterranean-with-simon-reeve
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06m42d9
https://www.itv.com/hub/britain-underwater-fighting-the-floods/7a0157
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/69555-001
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- China’s Lonely Hearts (Unreported World) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-

world/on-demand/56011-011  

- The world’s dirtiest river (Unreported world) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-

world/on-demand/58399-001 - Forests of Fear (Unreported World) 

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/69224-006  

- Hurricane Hell (Unreported World) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-

demand/69224-007  

- The World’s Dirtiest Air (Unreported World) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-

world/on-demand/67193-002  

- The week Britain Froze (Dispatches) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-

demand/66548-007 

 

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/56011-011
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/56011-011
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/69224-006
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/69224-007
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/69224-007
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/67193-002
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/67193-002
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/66548-007
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/66548-007

