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Welcome! 

 

The intent of the knowledge rich curriculum at Heathcote school is to:  
 

Encourage pupils to be inquisitive, curious and thoughtful.  
Challenge pupils to be creative, independent and resilient. 
Succeed in creating pupils who value their own ability to learn, cherish their education, find their voice and use it with confidence. 

 
Sociology Department Vision: 

The Social Sciences are a group of subjects that involve studying society and analysing how people behave and influence the world around us. So, while 

Politics, Psychology and Sociology address similar issues, they are distinct subjects which approach these issues in different ways. 

Take the issue of authority … figures of authority exist in all areas of society, from the government, to schools to families.    When studying authority … 

Psychology questions 

why we obey figures of authority 

 

Sociology explores 

how authority is 

exercised 

Politics investigates why (or 

whether) we need figures of 

authority 

 

 

Specification Overview:   (over the course of 2 years, you will study 6 units in A Level Sociology)  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will have 3 final Sociology examinations at the end of Year 13 – Paper 1, 2, 3  

Each paper is worth 80 marks and lasts 2 hours  

See below further information on the 3 papers  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sociology Wider Reading List: 

An Inspector Calls – J.B. Priestly 

Social class, capitalism, death and afterlife 

Brave New World – Aldous Huxley 

Dystopia, consumerism, social class, totalitarianism, Fordism 

Animal Farm – George Orwell 

Social class, communism, social change, equality 

1984 – George Orwell 

Dystopia, consumerism, social class, totalitarianism, bureaucracy, Fordism, epistemology 

Lord of the Flies – William Golding 

Social class, ideology, religion/symbolism, stigma, subculture, power 

The Bell Jar – Sylvia Plath 

Gender roles, sexuality, identity, education, sexism and role of women. 

The Yellow Wallpaper - Charlotte Perkins Gilman 

Feminism, gender inequality, role of the housewife, social class, patriarchy, mental health, sick role theory  

The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald 

The American dream, consumerism, marriage, individualism, anomie, social class, habitus 

His Dark Materials – Philip Pullman  

Religion, social control, childhood, bureaucracy, social class, hierarchy, ideology 

Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck 

Individualism, the American dream, masculinity, strain theory, alienation, ageism 

Harry Potter 1-7– J.K. Rowling 

Social class inequality, segregation, discrimination, totalitarianism, revolution, setting and streaming, labelling, nature versus nurture 

Hunger Games – Suzanne Collins 

Dystopia, competition, inequality, social class, poverty, consumerism 

A Clockwork Orange – Anthony Burgess 

Youth culture, authoritarianism, class, language, social control, deviance 



A Doll’s House – Henrik Ibsen 

Role of housewife, gender inequality, conjugal roles, consumerism, marriage. 

Great Expectations – Charles Dickens 

Social class, goal attainment, crime, stigma  

To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee 

Racism, inequality, gender, ethnicity, exploitation, verstehen 

 

*THIS NOT A COMPLETE LIST –SOCIOLOGICAL THEMES EXIST IN LOTS OF DIFFERENT BOOKS* You are advised to read a couple of these books 

over the summer holiday as it will support your sociological imagination.  

A Level Sociology Textbook:  
it is essential that you own a copy of the course textbook. For Year 12 students, this is: 

Webb, Westergaard, Trobe and Townend (2015) AQA A-level Sociology, Book One, 3rd edn. Napier Press. 

   

Please ensure that you buy the 3rd edition which has ‘Book One’ on the front cover (see above), rather than the edition which relates to the old 

specification. You need to have this in September 2022 for your first lesson. 

 

Careers and progression links:   

Teaching / Lecturing           Law / Marketing            Management             Banking / Finance            Advertising                Journalism Publishing                   
Statistician                        Public Relations        International aid/development worker                    Social researcher           Police / Civil Service  

Degrees in:   Sociology, Social Policy, Anthropology, Criminology, Education and many other combined degree options such as Sociology and Law 

Most sociology graduates go straight into work when they complete their degrees, and a lot of graduates go into jobs in social professions such as 
education, community and youth work, housing and social work. But sociology is a flexible degree and you can find graduates from the subject in pretty 
much every reasonable job – obviously, you don't find many doctors or engineers, but you do find them in finance, the media, sport, healthcare, 
marketing and even IT. Sociology graduates taking further study often branch out into other qualifications, like teaching, law, psychology and even 
maths, so don’t think a sociology degree restricts you to just one set of options.  

Sociology A Level “Summer 2022”  Tasks: 
Read the passage below, then answer the questions that follow. 

The Sociology of Childhood 

Sociologists see childhood is socially constructed; in other words, it is something that is created and defined by society. They claim that what people 

mean by childhood, and the position that children occupy in society, is not fixed but differs between times, places and cultures. We can see this by 

comparing the modern UK view of childhood with childhood in the past and in other countries. 

Some sociologists argue that, over the past few centuries, the position of children in the UK has been steadily improving and that childhood today is 

better than it has ever been. One reason for this is that we have better standards of living, meaning that children are less likely to suffer from 

diseases than in the past. However, other sociologists disagree; they argue that children face new threats, such as junk food, online-bullying and 

child abuse, which make modern childhood ‘toxic’. 

 
1) List five words that you associate with childhood in the UK. 

2) Consult the picture below. What stereotypes about childhood does the picture challenge? 

3) Apart from better standards of living, outline three reasons why childhood today may be better than in the past. 

4) To what extent do you agree with the view that ‘childhood today is better than it has ever been’? [Write at least half a side of A4 for this question]. 

 

 

 



5) Keep an eye on the news AND create a presentation 
 

Over the course of the summer holidays you need to find one recent (published in the last few months) newspaper article or 

report which is about Sociology (education, family) 

This could be anything linked to: 

 

 Children and different needs 

 Funding for schools 

 Parents and parenting 

 Differences between schools 

 Exams and assessment 

 Health / Class inequalities (covid-19 pandemic) 

  

Your task is to create a PowerPoint or poster presentation responding to the news report or article.  

 

Include the following in your presentation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6)  Debate topic/s 

 

“Which is more important nature or nurture and why?”  

Research the above topic and summarise key points for both sides of the argument in order to participate actively in a class 
debate. This has to be completed by the first week of term in September 2022. Some useful websites and articles can be found 
on:  

https://getrevising.co.uk/ 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Magazines/Magazines-extras/Sociology-Review-extras 

https://nateherbst-sociologycity.weebly.com/nature-v-nurture.html 

https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-sociology/chapter/the-role-of-socialization/ 

 

Ensure you read the above in order for you to make an informed choice 

Feel free to do your own independent research too and bring in your articles to share with the group in September 2022! 

 

The above tasks will be used by your teachers in September to begin discussions around your progress and will lead to rewards 
in the Autumn Term 
 

Looking forward to meeting you in September ! 

The Sociology Team at Heathcote School  

 
 

 What is your own 

view? 

 Do you agree or 

disagree with the 

views or findings in 

the article? 

 
How do you think 

this topic links to 

Sociology and 

why? 

 Are there any 

problems you can 

see with this article 

or report?   

 

https://getrevising.co.uk/
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/Magazines/Magazines-extras/Sociology-Review-extras
https://nateherbst-sociologycity.weebly.com/nature-v-nurture.html
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/boundless-sociology/chapter/the-role-of-socialization/

