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Dear Prospective Parents and Pupils,

I very much welcome your interest in Heathcote Sixth Form and hope that you will visit 
us for our Open Evening on January 15th 2020, or by contacting us to arrange a tour.

My colleagues and I encourage all our pupils to pursue their goals through the wide 
range of academic and vocational courses we offer, these include full A-Level and 
Level 3 BTEC as well as a City and Guilds Level 2 in Construction. We are proud to offer 
bespoke curriculum opportunities best suited to our individual pupils’ ambitions by 
working in partnership with Leyton Orient FC on our BTEC Sport programme and by 
providing a mixed A-Level and BTEC offer in certain subject areas.

We have a dedicated Sixth Form building with a fully staffed Learning Resource Centre 
from 8am to 5pm. These facilities provide a positive learning environment where pupils 
can become more independent learners and develop skills to prepare them as they 
progress to Higher Education, Apprenticeships, employment or gap years. 

We offer a broad curriculum that extends beyond individual subjects to promote a 
love of learning and opportunities to develop employability skills.  Examples include an 
active Debate Club, STEM opportunities (which in 2019 included a trip to CERN), work 
alongside a barrister in the Bar Mock Trial Competition, Duke of Edinburgh and the 
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ). 

Our Sixth Form pupils are encouraged to be active and responsible young adults. We 
expect them to support the wider School community in timetabled Volunteering or 
as part of the Senior Prefect Team. Through our pastoral team and tutorial system, 
we have developed excellent relationships between pupils and staff and a warm and 
inclusive community dedicated to learning. 

We want every pupil to develop a life-long love of learning, to be healthy and safe, to 
lay the foundations of their future well-being and to make a positive contribution to 
society. Through our encouragement and challenge, we are confident that our Sixth 
Formers go on to be successful adults.

I am happy to discuss what we have to offer and welcome visits and tours to our 
Sixth Form.

 

Laura Tobia

Director of Sixth Form
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Dear Prospective Parents and Pupils,

We are delighted that you are interested in our school and hope that you also visit us to 
see our amazing resources and meet some of our fabulous staff and pupils. The school 
has been on a journey of rapid improvement and I am delighted to be the person 
leading that change and watching our pupils grow into amazing human-beings; as well 
as seeing the learning and teaching improve leading to our best set of results so far this 
year at GCSE and very strong outcomes in the Sixth Form. 

Many people comment on the outstanding relationships between pupils and staff and 
pupils themselves and this is at the heart of the learning experience here. My staff are 
subject specialists and all committed to being the best teachers they can be.  Lessons 
are exciting and engaging and provide challenge for our young people.

Heathcote is proud to have a broad and balanced curriculum ensuring pupils have 
exposure to a wide range of experiences, including a highly innovative and forward-
looking DT (Design and Technology) department providing significant real-life 
experiences for pupils preparing them for the 21st century and beyond. We retain the title 
of Science College to reflect the unparalleled STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Maths) opportunities for our young people. In addition, pupils have a huge number 
of enrichment opportunities, including a local residential for all Year 7 pupils, as well as 
opportunities to perform in school productions and performances both in and out of 
school.  We are looking to extend these opportunities, detailed in the prospectus; not 
least supporting pupils lower down the school and acting as role models.

Inclusion is a key positive feature of this school and we encourage real diversity in our 
population and thinking. This is evident in the integration of pupils with SEND needs 
including complex physical needs, as well as our successful Hearing Impaired provision.

We have an active and committed Pupil Council and team of prefects and who support 
the leadership of the school and post 16 pupils support in all areas of school life.

Whatever you may have heard about Heathcote in the past, this is a new era. Come 
and share in our success and happiness and consider joining his safe and reflective 
community. This has been validated by our ‘Good’ Ofsted report in September 2018 with 
recognition of so many of the features of the school and Sixth Form we are proud of.

You are welcome to visit any time and please contact the School Office and we will 
contact you to arrange a tour. We look forward to meeting you in January or before.

 

Emma Hillman

Headteacher



SIP PRIORITIES
School Improvement Priorities 2019-21

School Improvement Priorities 2019-21 Pupils are proud of Heathcote and self-regulate their behaviour 

both in and out of school creating a calm and orderly environment. These high standards are supported by 

robust structures, staff and pupil leadership and increased parental support to ensure exceptional behaviour, 

high levels of understanding and respect for all and highly positive attitudes. High quality CPD and line 

management enables Middle Leaders to be highly visible, develop a coherent vision and challenge and 

support staff to meet the highest possible standards in all areas.

The broad and balanced curriculum 

is reviewed and developed to 

ensure we have the right intent, 

impact and implementation for 

our Heathcote learners at all 

levels; it is understood by all and 

ambitiously delivered to ensure all 

pupils achieve highly. Both in and 

out of class, tutoring, learning and 

teaching, work-related learning 

and other opportunities - including 

the pupil passport - are exciting, 

engaging and allow unique 

opportunities for all learners 

ensuring Heathcote provides 

extensive cultural capital.

Robust monitoring and leadership 

of attendance enable pupils and 

their families to take responsibility 

for school attendance leading 

to attendance levels above the 

national average for all groups 

of pupils. The financial deficit is 

reduced in line with robust targets 

by ensuring the best deployment 

of physical and human resources.
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ENCOURAGE
Learning Environment

Heathcote Sixth Form has its own purpose built 

block which has dedicated classrooms, ICT 

facilities, science labs and a drama suite which 

all facilitate a dynamic learning environment. In 

addition, pupils have access to study areas with 

PCs and group study areas for project work and 

academic discussion. These spaces encourage 

pupils to become more independent learners, 

bridging the transition to the world of work 

or university. There is a separate canteen and 

café style area for Sixth Formers to enjoy break 

and lunch as well as a fitness suite, promoting 

wellbeing and giving the Sixth Form a distinct 

identity within the school. 

Safety and Welfare
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‘In the Sixth Form study areas visited during 
the inspection, students were demonstrating 
maturity in their study habits.’ Ofsted 2018

The school has outstanding safeguarding practice 

and supports pupils as they complete their final 

phase of education and become young adults. 

We recognise that many young people, however 

outwardly successful or confident, may have mental 

health issues that need additional care and support 

as well as constant boundaries when they are part of 

a whole school environment. All pupils have access 

to specialist support from our Lead Therapist and our 

counsellor as well as drop-in sessions for immediate 

professional support. Our Sixth Form pastoral team 

also offers an additional listening service for pupils 

who may need guidance. Our dedicated Sixth Form 

Reception and fully staffed Learning Resource Centre 

ensure pupils have access to a safe and supportive 

working environment between 8am and 5pm. 



ENCOURAGE
Tutor Support
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Students enjoy the sixth form, attend well and are positive 
about the high level of support they receive from staff.

Ofsted 2018

All Heathcote Sixth Form pupils 
are assigned a tutor group to 
support their transition from 
GCSE to A-Level and vocational 
courses and to help prepare for 
their adult lives. The morning form 
time covers aspects of PSHCRE 
through debating a weekly ‘Big 
Question’ as well as looking at 
careers guidance and helping 
pupils prepare for their University 
or Apprenticeship applications. 
Being part of a tutor group helps 
pupils across a range of subjects 
and those who have joined from 
other schools to integrate into 
the Heathcote Sixth Form. As 
well as monitoring attendance, 
punctuality and academic 
progress, tutors provide a caring 
and supportive environment 
where pupils are encouraged to 
reach their full potential.

All the volunteers that 
come to the library have 
been brilliant.  My volunteer 
enjoyed working with two 
deaf pupils and learnt to 
communicate with them. 
She was punctual and 
reliable.

Tutorial and Volunteering

As part of our commitment to developing pupils to become well-rounded and well-prepared for the 
challenges of life ahead, our wider curriculum includes a compulsory tutorial lesson each week. This covers 
key aspects of preparing for life beyond Heathcote, including employability skills, university applications, 
wellbeing and study skills. We want our Sixth Form pupils to play a key part in supporting the wider school. 
We therefore allocate a weekly timetabled ‘Volunteering’ slot for all Year 12s.  They are expected to provide 
support in departments and in lessons across the school which helps develop leadership and other ‘soft skills’.

FORMAL
CURRICULUM

(SUBJECTS)

COMMUNITY
Mentoring

Volunteering
Fundraising

Charity events
ASPIRATIONS

Work experience
Careers partnerships
Oxbridge/Medicine

Support
EPQ

Intervention

LEADERSHIP
Senior Prefect Team

Head Boy/Girl

WELLBEING
Pastoral Team

Listening service
Peer support
Counsellor
Gym club

EXPEDITION
Duke of Edinburgh

NCS
Trips (CERN)

ENQUIRY AND 
COMMUNICATION

Debate Club
Essay Competition

Taster Days/lectures
Sutton Trust
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CHALLENGE
Curriculum:
Both A-Level, BTEC Level 3 and C&G Level 2 Construction courses 
are available in the Sixth Form. and the majority of pupils take three 
subjects or the equivalent. Some pupils take a fourth A-Level or the 
EPQ (Extended Project Qualification) which allows them to choose a 
topic of their choice for an independent university-style project. We 
are proud to offer bespoke curriculum opportunities best suited to our 
individual pupils’ ambitions by providing a mixed A-Level and BTEC 
pathway in certain subject areas.

Wider Curriculum opportunities

Heathcote Sixth Form also 
supports a range of wider 
curriculum opportunities to 
enhance pupils’ experience. 
We offer a weekly Debate Club, 
STEM club, Bar Mock Trial 
competition and other Essay 
writing competitions. We also 
work with external partners 
including Uptree.co and Theobald 
and Gardiner to provide pupils 
with access to employer insight 
days and opportunities in a range 
of industries. All pupils in Year 12 
have a week of work experience 
and participate in a ‘Progression 
Week’ of university, apprenticeship 
and employability workshops 
to prepare for their next steps, 
whatever they may be. 

Our links with the Social Mobility 
Foundation have also afforded 

pupils the opportunity to attend 
academic masterclasses and 
summer schools at prestigious 
universities including Oxford, 
Cambridge and Howard University 
in America. Our trip to CERN 
in Geneva also helped broaden 
the horizons of our some of 
our A-Level Science pupils. As 
members of the Sixth Form, 
pupils have the opportunity to 
become Senior Prefects and act 
as representatives throughout 
the School via the JLT (Junior 
Leadership Team.) Many of our 
Sixth Formers also undertake 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
demonstrating both leadership 
and resilience. Additionally, 
pupils have been involved in 
fundraising and charitable events 
such as hosting MacMillan Coffee 
Mornings and Christmas events. 

Overall, it was an invaluable 
and life changing opportunity 
which has increased my 
commercial awareness, 
advanced my personal 
development and enriched 
my cultural capital by 
exposing me to a plethora of 
opportunities.

Amos Bursary winner: One-
month internship in New York.

A-Levels:

We offer a wide range of 
academic A-Levels alongside more 
creative and practical courses. As 
these exams are now linear over 
two years of study, we enter pupils 
for formal public exams at the end 
of the second year.

GCSE Maths and English re-sit

Any pupil who has not yet 
achieved a Grade 4 in GCSE 
Maths and/or English will be 
required to complete a re-sit and 
will have timetabled lessons. Exam 
entries with be in either November 
and/or June.

BTEC / Vocational:

We offer BTEC Level 3 Extended 
Diploma (equivalent to three 
A-Levels) in Business and Sport. 
Our Sport programme is in 
partnership with Leyton Orient FC, 
with pupils having the chance to 
participate in fixtures and training 
with the football club. We also run 
a City and Guilds Level 2 course in 
Construction.
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Minimum Entrance Requirements

Full A-Levels:
5 Grade 5s including English/Maths Grade 4 + Individual subject requirements (see below)

Mixed A-Level + BTEC: 
5 Grade 4s including English/Maths Grade 4 + Individual subject requirements

BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma: 
5 Grade 4s including English or Maths Grade 4

Level 2 City & Guilds Construction: 
Grade 3 in English and Maths

Full A-Level Pathway:
•  5 Grade 5s
•  English AND Maths Grade 4
•  Written-based A-Levels require at least Grade 6s in English Literature and Language and/or in the chosen subject.
•  Selected subjects require a grade 6 or 7

Art Grade 5 in Art + Portfolio.

Biology
Grade 6 in Combined Science, Biology. 
+ Grade 5 in English and Mathematics 

Business Studies
Grade 5 in Business Studies (desirable but not essential) 
+ Grade 6 in English and Grade 5 in Mathematics

Chemistry
Grade 6 in Combined Science, Chemistry
+ Grade 5 in English and Mathematics

Computer Science
Grade 6 in Computing (or equivalent).
+ Grade 5 in English and grade 6 in Mathematics 

DT: Product Design
Grade 5 in Resistant Materials or Graphics.
+ Grade 5 in English Language 

DT: Textiles
Grade 5 in Textiles or DT
+ Grade 5 in English

Drama and Theatre
Studies

Grade 6 in Drama 
+ Grade 5 in English. 

Economics Grade 6 in both English and Mathematics. (A high 5 may be considered in Mathematics).

English Language Grade 6 in English Language (A high 5 may be considered)

English Literature Grade 6 in GCSE English (A high 5 may be considered)

French Grade 6 in French

Further Maths Grade 7 in Mathematics + Maths A-Level

Geography
Grade 6 in Geography (A high 5 may be considered)
+ Grade 5 in English.

History History Grade 6 (a high 5 may be considered with Grade 6 in English)
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Maths Grade 7 in Mathematics 

Physical Education
Grade 6 in PE
+ Grade 6 in Biology or combined Science (A high 5 may be considered)

Physics
Grade 6 in Combined Science, Physics 
+ Grade 6 in Mathematics

Politics Grade 6 in English (A high 5 may be considered)

Professional, 
Construction, Practice

Grade 5 in Design & Technology or DEC GCSE qualification (desirable)

Psychology Grade 6 in Science and Grade 5 in English 

Sociology Grade 6 in English/ Sociology GCSE (A High 5 may be considered) 

Spanish Grade 6 in Spanish

Mixed A-Level and BTEC pathway

•  5 Grade 4s including English and Maths
•  Meet subject entry requirements for A-Level subject(s)

Level 3 Diploma BTEC Business or Sport (equivalent of two A-Levels) in combination with one 
of the following A-Levels:

BTEC Sport Level 3 Extended Diploma (with Optional Leyton Orient partnership)

Art (Grade 5 + portfolio)
Drama (Grade 6 in Drama or English Language/Literature)
PCP (Grade 5)
Product Design/Textiles (Grade 5)
French (Grade 6)
Spanish (Grade 6)

Vocational Pathway

•  5 Grade 4s including Grade 4 in English or Maths 

BTEC Business Level 3 
Extended Diploma
(equivalent of three A-Levels)

Grade 4 Business Studies (desirable)

BTEC Sport Level 3
Extended Diploma
(equivalent of three A-Levels)

Grade 5 in GCSE Physical Education or BTEC First Level 2 Qualification in Sport

Construction Level 2
Grade 3 in GCSE English and Mathematics. 
Any students achieving lower than a grade 4 GCSE in either English or 
Mathematics must retake that subject/s.  
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SUCCEED
Heathcote pupils have achieved some remarkable 

individual successes in their A-Level and BTEC results. 

In August 2019 many of our departments achieved 

outcomes above or in-line with national benchmarks. 

Vocational results continue to be outstanding with 

progress well above national average and a huge 

number of Distinction and Distinction Stars. 

75 percent of our Year 13 cohort in 2019 went on 

to Higher Education. 22 percent of those were 

admitted to the top Russell Group Universities. 

We are extremely proud of the successes of our 

Alumni who have gone on to study at Cambridge, 

Nottingham, Durham, York, Bath and Queen Mary 

University among many others. 

Aliza Zafar

 A* in Psychology, A in Biology and A in Chemistry. 
Currently studying at Murray Edwards College, Cambridge University. 

Erin Burnett

A in Biology, A in Chemistry, A in English Literature and A in EPQ. 
Currently studying Veterinary Medicine at Nottingham University

Sunil Bashal

A* in Psychology, A in English Literature, A in History and A in EPQ 
Currently studying Law at Nottingham University

William Hudson

D*D*D in BTEC Business
Currently completing an apprenticeship.

Kevin Lofur

D*D*D in BTEC Business
Currently studying Accounting & Management at Queen Mary University.

Tia Alexander

D*DD in BTEC Business 
Currently studying Accounting & Finance at Birmingham University.

Students receive helpful 
careers information about 
university applications, 
apprenticeships and 
employment opportunities. 
More students than the 
national average go on 
to higher education or 
apprenticeships when they 
leave school.

Ofsted 2018

Heathcote’s Year 13 team were finalists of the 
Bar Mock Trial Competition at Snaresbrook 
Crown Court November 2019.





Normanton Park, Chingford, London E4 6ES
Tel: 020 8498 5110
Fax: 020 8529 3935
E-Mail: heathcote.school@heathcote.waltham.sch.uk
Website: www.heathcoteschool.com
Twitter: @Heathcotee4
Facebook: www.facebook.com/heathcotee4
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