
Raising Standards – Key Stage 3 

Key Stage 3 
Homework and Independent Study – Department Procedures 

English 

This department uses a range of homework tasks that are set including independent 

research tasks, revision, spellings and preparation work for essay tasks. In addition to these 

tasks the department also sets project-based tasks that have a longer hand-in date, 

requiring students to complete weekly activities that build to a final outcome in an effort to 

build on independence through personal study. 

Students completing homework tasks in English at KS3 are expected to spend up to two 

hours per week on the set activities with tasks being used to build upon ideas relating to 

that week’s lesson or to challenge students with new tasks. In a single school year the 

English department would expect to set approximately seventy homework tasks; which 

include shorter activities such as spellings as previously explained. 

Homework tasks are not used to inform final MATs grades but they are used to build 

student knowledge to ensure that assessed work is produced on the basis that independent 

study has occurred and will support the grade that each student achieves. The types of tasks 

set by this department are wide and varied and include written work, design and 

presentational tasks, spellings and short-term memory tasks, revision for forthcoming tests, 

research-based activities as well as some practical tasks. All teachers in the department use 

Show My Homework to support students with their independent learning as well as 

explaining the homework when it is set during the lesson. 

Maths 

This department sets a series of short tasks on a weekly basis that require students to work 

independently for approximately forty minutes. The tasks are commonly related to the tasks 

or topics studied in the lesson to build further on student understanding of the key areas of 

learning within the subject area. 

The types of tasks set by the Maths department include some written work, revision for 

forthcoming tests and online tasks on ‘My Maths’; a central resource in student 

development within the department. The outcomes of homework tasks are used to inform 

the final MATs grade that student’s receive each term along with tasks and test results 

completed during lessons. All teachers in the department use Show My Homework to 

support students with their independent learning as well as explaining the homework when 

it is set during the lesson. 
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Science 

This department uses a combination of short tasks completely on a fortnightly basis along 

with longer project-based tasks that require students to develop skills of independence 

through personal study. The length of time that homework tasks may take can vary from 

twenty to sixty minutes per week with projects outcomes reflecting the period of time it is 

set. 

All tasks that are set for homework are related to tasks or topics studied within the 

department to build upon prior gained knowledge supported by the subject teacher and 

students should expect to complete up to twenty tasks academic year. 

When deciding upon a final MATs grade the Science department use outcomes from 

homework tasks to inform this grade along with test results achieved within the lesson. The 

types of tasks that students should expect to complete when studying Science includes 

written tasks, design or presentation activities, revision for forthcoming tests, research-

based tasks as well as some practical activities. All teachers in the department use Show My 

Homework to support students with their independent learning as well as explaining the 

homework when it is set during the lesson. 

History and Religious Education (RE) 

This department sets homework tasks that are project-based to build on independence 

through personal study and organisation. Each project includes challenges centred on 

aspects of learning connected to both literacy and numeracy as these are compulsory 

elements of the projects. The length of time that the department would expect a project to 

task to complete is approximately six weeks and a planning grid is provided to students in an 

effort to support them in organising their time; which the teacher explains in full during the 

lesson when setting the task. 

It is expected that homework tasks will take up to sixty minutes to complete per week with 

project-based tasks reflecting the period of time the task was set. All tasks set are supported 

by previous learning in lessons and these tasks seek to build upon key topics covered in 

lesson activities. 

In a single academic year students should expect to complete between five and ten 

homework tasks that include written tasks, design or presentation activities, some spelling 

and short-term memory tasks, revision for forthcoming tests, research-based tasks as well 

as some tackling of past exam questions, redrafting activities, essays and assigned reading 

and note-taking. All teachers in the department use Show My Homework to support 

students with their independent learning as well as explaining the homework when it is set 

during the lesson. 
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Geography 

This department sets homework on a weekly basis with the expectation time for completion 

being approximately thirty minutes. The tasks set are sometimes used to build upon topics 

or activities covered during the lesson and are also used to explore new ideas to develop 

independence through personal study amongst each student. 

In a single academic year students should expect to complete up to twenty tasks that 

include activities such as written work, design or presentation activities, spellings and short-

term memory tasks, revision for forthcoming tests, research-based activities and some 

practical tasks. Students may also be encouraged to watch documentaries or short clips 

online for discussion in a forthcoming class. Homework tasks are not used to inform final 

MATs grades but the tasks set will provide students with the skills and knowledge they 

require to make positive progress within the subject and build upon learning that takes 

place in lessons. 

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 

This department sets homework on a weekly basis with the expectation time for completion 

being approximately sixty minutes. The tasks set are sometimes used to build upon topics or 

activities covered during the lesson and are also used to explore new ideas to develop 

independence through personal study amongst each student. 

In a single academic year students should expect to complete up to twenty tasks that 

include activities such as written work, spellings and short-term memory tasks and revision 

for forthcoming tests. Homework tasks are used to inform final MATs grades along with 

progress made during lessons and the results of tests completed during the lesson at certain 

points in the academic year.  All teachers in the department use Show My Homework to 

support students with their independent learning as well as explaining the homework when 

it is set during the lesson. 
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Design and Technology (DT) 

This department sets short tasks that are expected to be completed on a fortnightly basis 

taking approximately twenty minutes per week to complete; forty minutes per fortnight as a 

minimum expectation. Tasks are set to build upon knowledge and skills gained during the 

lesson as well as tasks that are set to develop independence through personal study and 

organisation. 

In a single academic year students should expect to complete up to twenty tasks that range 

from written tasks, design or presentation activities and revision for forthcoming tests as 

well as independent research tasks. The result of homework tasks are used to inform the 

final MATs grade that students achieve along with developments made in lessons and test 

results. All teachers in the department use Show My Homework to support students with 

their independent learning as well as explaining the homework when it is set during the 

lesson. 

Information Communication Technology (ICT) 

This department sets project-based activities in an effort to build independence through 

personal study and organisation within the subject area. It is expected that students will 

spend approximately thirty minutes each week on their homework with a half-term project 

task representing at least three hours’ worth of work. All homework tasks set are related to 

the topics and tasks covered in lessons and seek to build upon the knowledge and skills 

gained during lesson time. 

In a single year students should expect to complete between ten and twenty independent 

study tasks that include largely written tasks supported by independently researched topics 

along with some practical activities. The result of homework tasks are used to inform the 

final MATs grade that students achieve along with developments made in lessons and test 

results. All teachers in the department use Show My Homework to support students with 

their independent learning as well as explaining the homework when it is set during the 

lesson. 
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Art 

The Art department produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their 

experiences. Students also evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, 

craft and design and know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand 

the historical and cultural development of their art forms. The work is achieved in bite size 

during the lesson, independent studies and few workshops. 

Throughout the year students are expected to complete at least thirty tasks targeting all the 

above criteria. All teachers in the department use Show My Homework to set targets and 

use scaffolding to support students in achieving their potential. All works are marked and 

reviewed every fortnight by the HOD. At the end of every project, works are assessed based 

on 60% practical work and 40% annotations. The end of project assessment, which consists 

of peer, self and teacher assessment, is recorded on the students’ assessment sheets which 

are presented in their journals along with their practical and written work. Through the 

assessment process, students evaluate the work they have done on each project and they 

discuss the grade they have achieved, as well as targets for improving their work with 

support. 

Performing Arts 

This department sets project-based activities in an effort to build independence through 

personal study and organisation within the subject area. It is expected that each project task 

requires between two and three hours to complete over a set period of time outlined by the 

teacher during the lesson in which it has been set. All homework tasks set are related to the 

topics and tasks covered in lessons and seek to build upon the knowledge and skills gained 

during lesson time. 

In a single year students should expect to complete between five and ten independent study 

tasks that include largely written tasks supported by independently researched topics. The 

result of homework tasks are used to inform the final MATs grade that students achieve 

along with developments made in lessons and test results. All teachers in the department 

use Show My Homework to support students with their independent learning as well as 

explaining the homework when it is set during the lesson. 

 


